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ADVERTISEMEN T/ 

X HE firft faur books of this volume, which 
contain the progrefs of the war in the Nether- 
lands , the eftablifliment of the truce with the 
Dutch 5 and the expulfion of the Morefcoes from 
Spain , are printed literally from the manufcript 
of Dr* Watfon : nor has the fmallefl: alteration 
been made , either in the artangemenc of his 
matter, or in his ftyle. It is, however, but 
juftice to the memory of that author, as well as 
td the public, to acknowledge, that, in the two 
iaft , he had not the > leaA participation. Thefe 
were written by the editor of Dr. Watfon's ma- 
nufcript , at file defire of the guardians of his 
children. This was deemed art attention due to 
the curiofity of the reader ; a curiofity which , in 
the prefent important era, may be fuppofed to 
be fomewhat enlivened by the great events which 
have lately happened -in the world. 

It is evident that Dr. Watfon has exerted in this 
work all that care to difcover the truth, which 
diftinguiihes his Hiflory of Philip II. He has con- 
fulted the mofl approved writers on this fubje£l: 
and by that refpeclable friend to literature, the 
Earl of Hardwickje, he was favored with ma- 
nufcripts 6i equal authority and importance. 
^ The continuator of Dr. Watfon's narrative has 



ADVERTISE MENT.. 

• not thought it proper to give a detail of thofe 
hoftile operations at fea, which were continued, 
beyond the line, even after the pacihcation of 
Antwerp. Thefe operations, in his opinion enter 
into the Spanifh Hiftory, by the moft natural 
connexion , at the expiration of the truce j when 
the Spanifli minifters compared the advantages 
and difadvantages that had refulted from th^t 
engagement , and deliberatedw hether they fhould 
prolong the peace , or renew the war. 

The conferences now firft publiflied, bet\^en 
tlie Spanifli and Englifli cpmmiffioners , for ef- 
fefting a peace between their refpe6live nations, 
at London, in 1604, were carried on with extra- 
ordinary ability, decorum, and dignity, on both 
Tides: and they ferve not only to gratify a. curi- 
ofity relative to their particular fubje£l, but alfo, 
to throw light on the interells and views of the 
courts of London and Madrid , at that time ; on 
the ftate of commerce ; and the fentiments , man- 
ners, and general charader of the age. 
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HILIP the Third, King of Spain, fon of b o o ]£ 
Fhilip the Second, and of Anne of Au- i^ 
ftria, daughter of Maximilian II. Enpperor of i«« 
Germany, -was in the «i ft year of his age at his 
acceffion to the throne. He was a prince of a 
charader extremdy oppofite to that of the late 
king, although no pains had been fpared to form 
him to a fimilarity of manners. From the inftruc* 
tions delivered to thofe who had the charge of 
his education, it appears * to have becii a prin- 
cipalobjed of his father's attention, to in^ire him 
with the fame bigoted attachment to the fuper- 
ftition of the church of Rome, by which he him- 
felf had been aduated ; and the means which be 
employed for this end , were attended with the de- 
fired fuccefs. But he was not equally facceliful 

** Hiftoria de la vida y hcchos, del inclito moniircha D^ 
Tclippe tercero. For Gil Goru Davila, Cronift^ dc lo» 
Scnnores Reyes D. 3FeIippc IIL y IV. lib. i. cap. (. 
Vol. L B 



1 HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

BOOK in his endeavours to overcome that aveiTran which 
1. his fon , from the natural indolence of bis tern- 
i5$«. per, early difcovcred to alnOofl; every fpecies of 
manly exertion and adivity *. 

With this part of the young prince's charac- 
ter, Philip was well acquainted; and forefaw , 
with much anxiety , the unhappy confequences 
which It was likely to produce in his future reign. 
In order to introduce and habituate him to the 
management of public afifairs, he formed a coun- 
cil of his ableft and moft experienced minifters, 
•who , 111 the prefence of the prince , debated 
three times a week, concerning various important 
matters relating to the adminiftration of the king- 
dom ; and the prince was required to prefide in 
this council , and to report the opinion of the ma- 
jority to the king '. But neither this, nor any 
other expedient which Loifa, the prince's faithful 
preceptor, could devife, proved effedlual for the 
purpofe for which it was intended. Inadlivity or 
indolence dill remained the moft confpicuous fea- 
\ ture in his charadler; and it early excited in the 

king , a ftfong and well grounded apprehenfion 
that his fon, unable or unwilling himfelf to hold 
the reins of government , would furrender them 
into the hands df the marquis of Denia, or of 
fomc other favorite. Againft this copduct, which 
is fo commonly attended with the moft pernicious 
confequences , Philip had often put the young 

* Addiciones a la Hiftoria del Marques Vir^Iio lUalvezzu 
Yanez , Memorias , p. i )6. 
' Davila , lib. i. cap. x. 



PHILIP III, KING OF SPAIN- « 

prince upon his guard ; and it was his laft advice BOOK 
to hinn, which he delivered with great earneftnefsy 1. 

a few hours before his death , that he ihould go* '^'^ 
vem his kingdom by himfelf. He had likewifc 
rcquefted of him to employ , as his principal coun« 
feliors, Don Chriftopher de Moura, marquis of 
Caftel Rodrigo, and Don John Idiaquez; from 
whofe experience,' fidelity, and great abilities, he 
. might derive the highen; advantages , efpecially ia 
the beginning of his reign *. 

The foft and gentle temper of the prince had 
hitherto rendered him extremely obfequious to 
his fathers will ': but, confcious of his incapa« 

* Gon. Davila , lib. i. cap, jz. Porreno, Dichos y Hechos^ 
paffim. It was a faying of Philip's concerning his Ton , Queers 
mas para fer mandado , que mandar. Addiciones de Maivezzi« 

* The author of " Addiciones a la Hiftoria del Marques 
Virgilio Malvcz2i , *' gives the following (ingular inftance of 
the truth of this aflertion. Philip II. intending that his Ton 
ihould marry one of the daughters of Charles , archduke <^ 
Auftria , and having fent for the pictures of tbefe princefTes ^ 
he one day , in prefence of his daughter Ifabelia and feve« 
ral of his minifters , defired the young prince to examine the 
pictures , and make his choice of the princefs, whom he 
would prefer for his wife. Philip ^ with his ufual deference 
and humility , fubmitted his choice to the king. The king 
remonftrated with him on the impropriety of requeuing any 
other perfon to judge for him, in this matter, in which his 
own tafte alone ought to be confulted , and defired him to 
carry the pidhires to his own apartment , where he might care* 
fully examine them and fix his choice. I have no choice , 
replied the prince , but your majefty's pleaAire, and I am cer* 
tain that that princefs will appear to me the beft and the moft 
beautiful whom your majefty fhall prefer, p. i ; ?• 
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BOOK ^'ty » ^"^ prompted by his indolence , he no fooncr 
I. mounted the throne , than , difregarding the coun- 
is»B. fels which had been given him, he refolved to 
avoid the perplexity which might attend his having 
rccourfe, on any occafion, to different counfellors, 
and therefore committed the whole adminiftration 
of affairs to his favorite the marquis of Denia. 

The marquis del Caftel Rodrigo , in whom Phi- 
lip II. had long repofcd the moft perfedl confi- 
dence, was honorably difmiffed from court, and 
appointed viceroy of Portugal '. Idiaquez had 
the prefidency of the military orders conferred 
upon him ; and being of a lefs ambitious , and 
more complying temper than Caftel Rodrigo, 
and willing to ad in an inferior or fubordinate ca- 
pacity, he was fuffered to remain, and occafion- 
ally confulted , on account of his long experience 
and the high charader which he held for pru- 
dence and fagacity ^. But all power was lodged 
in the hands of the favorite , who , having been 
chief equerry to the king , before his acceflion to 
the throne, and having in that ftatioh had fre- 
quent accefs to his perfon , h^d gained his afFedi- 
ons , and acquired an entire afcendant over him. 
He was inftantly created duke of Lerma, and 
admitted into the council of ftate: after which, 
the king tranfmittcd edids to all the councils in 
the kingdom, requiring obedience to whatever 
orders ibould be communicated to them ia his 
name by the duke *• 

' Davila, p. }6. ^ IbicU p. 37. 

' Ibid. p« 41. 
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I 

This delermined partiality, 'which Philip was book 
at no pains to conceal , occafioned a general dif- j 
content. The grandees of the firft rank were 1591. 
filled with indignation, when they beheld one 
whom they had beea accuftomed to regard as 
their inferior, invcfted witli fuch unlimited autho- 
rity; and all ranks of men, judging from former 
inftances of the fame nature ,. dreaded an unprof- 
perous and unquiet reign. Their complaints were 
the louder and xht more generally diflfufed , as the 
duke of Lerma was utterly unpraftifed in the af- 
fairs oi government, and had not yet given any 
proof of merit or abilities. It was a demonllra-^ 
tion, they thought, of extreme weaknefs in the 
charadler of the king, fo avowedly, and in^con<* 
tradidion to the advice and example of his father « 
wbofe memory they revered , to declare his choice 
of a favorite; and they apprehended that, on 
trial, the charader of this favorite would be 
found , in this refped, too nearly fimilar to his 
own *. Their apprehenfions were not without 
foundation. By his courteoufnefs and affability, 
the duke irapofed on the penetration of many of 
thofe who approached him; jwid, by difcovering 
on all occafions the moft dtvoted attachment to. 
the church , he conciliated the favor of the ccclc* 
fiaftics, but it foon appeared that his views and 
abilities were extremely limited; and that he aei* 
tber poffeffed the economy, the. firmncfs, or the 
capacity requifite for the difficult and iKDportant 
charge with which he was intriifted '% 

' Vide Addidones to Malve?zi , p. 144. 
'* May erne Turqoet, p. 129s. B j 
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BOOK It was peculiarly unfortunate for the Spanifh 

h monarchy to have the helm of government com- 

if*s« mitted to fuch weak hands at the prefent periodi 

The late king indeed had forefeen, and, in fomc 

meafure, provided for this event, by the peace 

which he had concluded with France, and the re- 

iignation of bis fovereignty in the Netherlands; 

which he hoped would put an end to the war in 

that country , and prove the means of recovering 

the revolted prqvinccs* He had likcwife left all 

bis other dominions, not only in Spain, but in 

Italy, and in the new world, in the enjoyment of 

peace ; and Portugal, now accuftomed to the yoke, 

yielded a ready obedience to bis authority. 

But although Philip IL through the vigilance 
and v%or of his adminiftration , had left his do- 
Biinions every where, except the Netherlands, in 
the enjoyment of internal tranquillity, he had not 
left them in a flouriQiing condition. On the con- 
trary, Spain, his place of refidence, and his feat 
of empire , was greatly exhaufted , and fome of 
the principal fources of her opulence and profpe* 
yity were dried up. 

By the war in which he had made fo many* 
great exertions , )M>th by fea and land , and, flill 
more, perhaps, by the migration of the people 
to the new world, the inhabitants of Spain were 
gpeatly reduced in number. All emoluments and 
botnors which the fbvereign could beftow, had, 
for age$ paft , been divided between the military 
and tb« ecciefiaftical profeffions. By this means, 
thq twcchaniQ arte and agriculture , having ^onaa 
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to be regarded 9$ coraparatively mean and defpi- book 
cable , were alike abandoned by the indoleot or 1. 
inadive, and by thofe who were endued with a iw«. 
fpirit of ambition and enterprire. This contempt, 
and the confequent negledl of the more ufefui 
arts, the profits arifing from which, though futcv 
are always moderate , was beightei3c<l by the fre- 
quent inftances of enormous fortunes, fuddenly 
acquired by the adventurers in America, That 
proportion of the riches arifmg from the Ameri- 
can mines, which the fovereign received, was 
ipent either in thofe countries in which his war^ 
were carried on , ox ip purchafing naval and mili- 
taiy ftofes from other nations* The greater part 
of what was imported by merchants and other in« 
dividuals was laid out in England, Italy, and the 
Netherlands, for nianufadures, which the coloi^ 
nies required, but which Spain was become un- 
able to fupply ; and the remainder was drained off 
by taxes which the king had , from tinae to time,^ 
been neccffitated to impofc. From thi^ fcarcity 
of money ; from the want of roanufadlures ; 
from the negledl of agricukure, joined to the 
numberlcfe loffes fudained at fea, where Philip 
had been almo(l always foiled by his enemies „ 
trade of every kind was reduced to the loweft 
ebb; and fb great was the confequetit difordef iii 
the finances, that, befides a debt of 14Q roiJlioni 
of ducats which he left upon the crown , be had 
been obKged to have recourfe to the difgraceful 
expedient of employing ecclefiaftics' to gor from 
bou(e to houfe, ta receive from bis fubjcd^ ia 

R4 
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BOOK Spain fuch affillance, as they were willing to af- 
!• lord ; a meafure which was not attended with the 
'"*■ advantage which' he bad expeded to derive from 
it, while it contributed to link bis reputation in 
Spain, as his refulal to pay the intercfl of his fo. 
reign debt, before related, had alreajly done in 
(he reli of Europe ". 

The danger to which the Spaniib monarchy 
was expofed, from that debility to which it was 
reduced at the prcfcnt period, was the more to be 
dreaded , becaufe mSay parts of this widely ex- 
tended empire were removed to fo great a dif- 
tance from the feat of government; and nothing, 
there was ground to believe» could avert the im- 
pent the 

tiigt I ju- 

dici( r ne> 

ceffa flab- 

lilhe ving 

for I ■ the 

feas , en- 

tire! t off 

all 1 ntry 

and 

But the duke of Lerma was equally incapable 
of difcerning this danger , and of providing a- 
gainft it. As he had feen the difficulties in which 
the Jate king- was involved, through the diforder 
of hiit 6nance$, and could not be ignorant of the 
exhauded condition of the kingdom , it might 
have been cxpeded ,, that one of the firft objeds 

*' Con. 'Daviia, p. i^, ^ 



PHILIP HI. KING OF SPAIN. g 

of his attention would linvc been to retrench the 
unneceffary expenfes of the court, by attempting, 
if praiflicabie , to reduce the number of foperflu- 
ous offices, to which, in times of greater profpe- 
rity , the vanity of former kings had given birth. 
But inftead of this , he greatly multiplied fuch 
fort of offices "; and , in the very infancy of 
his adminidration, gave other fignal proofs of the 
degree of profulion which would have been un- 
iu[UBable , had the kingdom been in the mofl 
flouriOiing condition. 

One of the firft events of this reign was the 
marriage of the king with Margaret of Aufliria ", 
■whom the archduke -Albert had conduded intd 
Spi ' -■ ■ ■ ... jycpQfg^ iirom the 

Nei t the time of the 

]ate afterwards fet out 

wit ray of Italy : but 

fo made for her re- 

ccf y to the charader 

of I y carried on , that 

th< r did not arrive at 

Gf In the marriage 

fol cia , above a miU 

lio befides a great 

nui were made to fo- 

reij :h '*. By the eo 

cleliaftics , who on this* as on many other occa- 
fions , fhared amply of the duke of Lerma's mu- 
nificence , his condud was extolled as highly 

" Gon. Davila , p. 4;. " Daughter of Cbarlei 
archduke of Auftriai ** Gon. Davila, lib. lu 



lo HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

BOOK liberal and magnificent, butBlled the minds of the 

1. more impartial and difcerning part of men, who 

were concerned for the true glory and interefl of 

ihe nation and of the crown, with indignation, 

mingled with contempt ". 

Ayrii. ii»s. About the fame time with the royal nuptials , 
thofe of the archduke with the infanta were fo- 

BariofMaj. Jenmized "j but not long after, they fet out to- 
gether fdr the Netherlands , having received full 
aBurance from the king and his minifter, that no 
aEIiftance in money or in troops , which Spain 
could afford , fhould be wanting - to fupport 
them in their new fovercignty , and to enable 
them 10 accomplifh the redudion of the revolted 
provinces. 

lo forming this rcfolution , there was no room 
for hefitation. From the conditions upon which 
the late king liad transferred the fovereignty of the 
Netherlands to his daughter, joined to the age of 
that princefs , there was little ground to doubt 
that it wo revert to the Spanifh mo- 

narchy, ] »e confidered, even during 

the life ol in any other light, but as 

a fief of 1 le and her fucceflbrs were 

cxpresfly ike an oath of fidelity to the 

kings of f n order to infure the faith,- 

fol obfcfvance of this oath , the liberty was rc- 
ferved of putting garrifons of Spanifh troops into 
Antwerp , Ghent , Cambray , and other places ; 
'* Adtfictones it la HiRoiia de Malrezzi, p. 1^2. 
Albert had beforehand tefigned his digaic; of cardinal 
into the hands of the pope. 
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befides which , both parties had folemnly engaged BOOK 
to regard the fame powers as enemies , or as l. 
friends, and promifed mutually to affift and dc* '^'•^ 
fend each other againft all the world befides ". 

It would probably have faved the Spanifh mo* 
narchy from the extreme debility into which it fell 
in the prefent and in the following reign , and 
would have highly contributed to lelTcn thofe dif- 
ficulties which 9 in his future adminiftratibn, the 
duke of Lerma was about to encounter, had the 
fdvereigoty yielded been enjoyed , free and inde- 
pendent, by the infanta, and Spain been delivered 
from the burden of the war with the United 
Provinces. But Ifabella could not, in this cafe, 
have accepted of the fovereignty conferred on her. 
Without the afliftance pf Spain, fhe mud have 
funk under her unequal conteft with the Dutch, 
fupported by the queen of England; or fhe mud 
inftantly have made peace with thefe powers , on 
whatever terms they fhould be pleafed to pre- 
fcribe. The fovereignty of the United Provinces 
would thus have been eflablifhed, and both their 
religious and civil liberty have been recognifed. 

To embrace a meafure which would be attend* 
ed vrith fo difagreeable a confequence , Philip was 
hardly lefs averfe than his father bad ever been. 
With a temper gentle and obfequious to excefs, 
he was devoted with the moft bigoted attachment 
to the popiQi faith ; and being ' entirely governed 
by his minifler , who , on all occafions , afliduoufly 
courted the favor of the Spanifh ecclefiaftics , and 

*^ Thuaniis, lib. cxxi. cap. ». . 
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BOOK the fovcreign pontifif , he would have believed 
I. himfelf highly criminal in the fight of God, had 
^'^5' he not refolved to employ his utmoft power to 
reduce the revolted provinces under obedience to 
the holy fee. He had befides, before his fathers 
death, formally given his confent to the deed of 
transference , "with all the conditions that were an- 
nexed to it; and, as he could not, confidently 
with honor , fo, from his aft'edion to the infanta, 
he was riot, inclined to retrad:. 
. Prompted by thefe motives , which were not 
likely ever to lofe their force, he refolved to con- 
fider bis filler's and her hufband's intereft as his 
own, and to take the fame concern in all the af- 
fairs of the Netherlands, as if the fovercignty of 
that country had never been transferred. Con- 
formably to this refolution, both the money and 
the troops of Spain continued to be employed ia 
the Low Countries, as in the preceding reign. All 
the affairs of thefe provinces were direded as for- 
nierly by Spanilh councils. The intereft of the 
Spanifli monarch was affeded as much as ever by 
whs^t happened th^re; and, for thefe reafons, al- 
xnoft all the important tranfadions which paffed in 
the provinces , for feveral years after the prefent 
period, make an efTential part of the Spanifh hif- 
tory. 

The archduke having , during his abfence, 
committed the government of the Netherlands to 
his coufm, cardinal Andrew of Auftria, biftiop of 
Conftance , and the command of the forces ta 
Mendoza , marquis of Gaudalette , and admiral 
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of Arragon, had inftrudcd the latter to fecure book 
fome convenient pafTiige over the Rhine , which i. 
might open an entrance into the northern provin. >"»■ 
ces, and enable him cither to fupport the army at 
the cxpcnfe of the enemy, or, if that fiiould be 
found impraiflicable , to quarter them in the coun- 
try of Cieves, and the other neutral adjoining 
ftates. Albert gave Mendoza inftruftions, at the 
lame time, to avoid expofing the army to any 
unneceffary rilk, before his Kturn; and therefore 
there is little room for doubt that his principal in< 
tendon , in ordering him to crols the Rhine , was 
to furni/h the troops with free quarters , in com- 
pcniation for their pay. To form this extraordi- 
nary refolution, it is faid, he was determined by 
neceffity; the fouthern provinces of the Nether- 
lands I lauded by the depre- 
dation , which had fo often 
mutini r drained , partly by 
the fu payment of their ar- 
rears, laratlons for his jour- 
ney t lonor of the young 
queen with unnfual mag- 
nificei 

But rt's motives for hav- 

ing ri _ ble an expedient, ic 

fliould fecm that he could not have made choice 
of a perfon better qualified by the native temper 
of his mind for carrying his plan into execution, sepumbti. 
Immediately after the archduke's departure, 
IVlcndoza , having colle<fled together all the 
" UentivoglJo , put. iii. lib. v. p. 47]. 
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BOOK troops Mrbich could be fpared from the neceflary 
!• defence of the country, pafled over the Maefe 
^99. near Ruremonde, and direSed bis march, at the 
head of twenty thoufand foot, and two thoufand 
five hundred horfe " towards Orfoy, a town on 
the weft (ide of the Rhine, belonging to the 
dutchy of Clcves. The garrifon of this place, 
being utterly unprepared for defence, were eafily 
induced by promifes mingled with threats, to 
open their gat^s and receive him. He then ap« 
plied himfelf to firengthen the fortifications of the 
town and citadel, and at the fame time employed 
a great part of his forces for feveral weeks in 
fortifying Waflum , a fmall town on the eaft fide 
of the river, diredlly oppofite to Orfoy. 

Although his communication with the coun* 
try beyond the Rhine was thus fccured , he judg- 
ed it to be of great importance to get poffeffion of 
Xome other town upon the Rhine, at a fmallerdif* 
tance from the enemy, and therefore he marched 
down the river^ with all his forces , and laid fiegc 
to Rhinbcrg. This place, belonging to the biOi- 
opric of Cologne , ^ was , as above related, in the 
hands of the United Provinces. It was deemed 
a place of confiderable ftrength, and was defen« 
ded by a fufficient garrifon. The Spaniards , after 
battering the walls, attempted to take the town 
by ftorm , and were repulfed with great flaughter, 

'* This army confifted of feven thoufand Spaniards , three 
thoufand Italians, two thoufand Burgundians, a thoufand Irilh, 
and feven thoufand Germans and Walloons, befides the 
caralry. f 
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But the fiege ^vas much fooner brought to a book 
conclufion than the befiegers had reafon to expe<^, U 
through one of thofe fatal accidents which have *<^ 
often happened fince the invention of gun-pow<<^ 
der, when the utmod precaution is not employed 
in preferving it. Having caught fire, from a fpark 
occafioned by the flroke of a cannon-ball againfl: 
the tower where the magazine was kept, and 
which the ball had entered by a window, not on* 
ly the tower, but a great part of the wall of the 
town was thrown down. Several veffels in the 
river were , by the violent agitation of the water, 
overwheJmed and funk, and the governor, his 
wife and family, with a confiderable number of 
tJie inhabitants , were buried in the ruins. The 
garrifon flood aghaft at this unforefeen difallcr; 
and, dreading that the town muft now be ^kea 
by affault, they refolved, without further rcfift- 
ance, to capitulate on terms, to which Mendoza» 
in order to favc time, immediately agreed**. 

By the fuccefs which had attended the Spaniffi octoben^. 
arms in the redudion of Orfoy and Rhinberg, ail 
the other towns in that quarter were filled with 
anxiety and terror. Burick, a town on the weft- 
fide of t/ie Rhine , in the dutchy of Cleves , having, 
without he/itation, admitted a SpaniQi garrifon, 
Mendoza began to make preparations for em- 
ploying fofce againft Wefel, one of the moft 
flourifhing places in the circle of Weftpbalia , 
and which had lately received a confiderable 

Thuanus , lib. cxxi. «ap. 9. Grotius , lib. vii; Bentiro- 
glio, p. 474- 
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I O O K augmentation of Protcftant inhabitants from the 
I. neighbouring provinces. Having abolifhed the 
***^ exercife of the Catholic religion , and cftabiifhed 
the Reformed , as taught by Calvin ; in its (lead, 
they knew how guilty they muft appear in the 
eyes of a Spaniard, and were at the fame time 
confcious of being unable to defend themfelves 
againft fo great a force. They attempted , by 
fending the general an embaffy with prefents for 
himfetf, to divert him from his purpofe. But 
IVlendoza, laying hold of this opportunity to co- 
lor his prefent expedition with the pretext of 
zeal for the popiffi faith , peremptorily required 
they fliould immediately reftore the exercife of 
the Catholic religion. With this condition the 
inhabitants, in order to avoid a fipge,"'were obli- 
ged, though extremely reludant, to comply ". 
After which, though he had before rejeded their 
prefents, he demanded a large fupply of provifi- 
onj, and of money for his troops; and having 
itinued his march 
ffion of the towns 

: of thcfc places, 
by their atCach- 
ime interefted mo- 
tive, invited the Spanilh army to come into that 
quarter , and had received a promife in writing 
from Mendoza, that neither their town nor terri- 
tory fhould fuffer any inconvenience from the 
The SpaniQi aitny bad no foonei lefc Germany than 
^e prieAt were again expelled, and Cilvinirm re-eftabtifhed. 
neighbourhood 
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neighbourhood of his troops; He infiftecl ho>v^ BOOK 
ever upon their admitting a Spanifh garrifon;. and i. 
when they reminded him of his prornife , by one vis% 
of their principal ccclefiaftics , he replied , that the 
lervice of the king and the intereft of religion 
made it neccffary for him to change his views and 
meafures. The prieft afked him if, after fuch ,a 
declaration , it was furprifmg that the revolted pro- 
vinces (hould refufe to put truft in the faith of the 
king of Spain, or of his generals ; ^ and warned 
him of the vengeance threatened by heaven againil 
deceit and fallhood. But Mendoza , unmoved 
by this remonftrance , gave orders for the im- 
mediate admiffion of his trpops ". In order, 
however, to appeafe the people of Emmerick, he 
readily promifed that only four hundred fliould 
be fent, and h^ even required the German officer 
who commanded them to fwear that he would not 
admit a greater number. Notwithftanding which, 
£0 little regard did he pay either to his charadcr 
or his faith , that he afterwards attempted to in- 
troduce another cohort, under Barlotta, an Itali- 
an ; to whom the German refufed adbittance, 
faying openly , that though the general had fet the 
example, he would not violate his faith. 
. After getting poffeffion of Emmerick, the Spa- 
nifli army was at the diftance only of a few miles 
fjrom the fort of Schenck, and other places be- 
longing to the United Provinces; nor had the 
ijtates been inattentive to the danger which fo near- 
ly threatened them. Having , from the commence* 

Grotius, lib. vH. p. }S^» 

Vol. I. C 
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B p o K ment of Mendoza^s jexpedition » fufpecfled that his 
u defign muH: be to make an attack upon their eaft- 
1599. ern frontier, prince Maurice had haftily aflem- 
bled together at Arnheim a body of troops , 
amounting to fix thoufand foot, and fifteen hun* 
dred horfe, and had ventured to crofs the Iffel , 
and advanced towards the ^nemy as far as Ze ven- 
der, which lies at littte more than a day's march 
from Eraraerictc. 

With fuch unequal forces he could not pre* 
tend to cope with the enemy in the open field; but 
on no occafion had he ever exhibited greater mi- 
litary (kiH and condu(ft By making, choice of 
the mod proper (lations, whfch the nature of the 
coudtry could afford , and the prudence and viei- 
lance which he difplayed in ftrengthening alh the 
approaches to his camp, he rendered it impoflible 
for the Spanifl) general to attack him with any pro- 
bability of fuccefs; while, at the fame time, he 
prevented him from advancing any farther, or un- 
dertaking the fiege of any of the frontier towns 
upon the Iffet. The two armies, between which 
there was fo great a difparity of numbers , lay for 
a confiderable time almoft in fight of each other ; 
and , from the anxiety which Mendoza difcovered 
♦ on that occafion , it fhould feem he was deeply im- 
pieffed with a, fenfe of his inferiority to prince 
Maurice, in refpedl of military knawledge and 
capacity. For ten days and nights, without in- 
termiffion, his whole army, horfe and foot, flood 
under their arms ; and were permitted to take 
no other refl, though it was the middle of 
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winter, but in their ranks in the open air. It bOOH 
was necefTary , mean while ^ to fend out his ca* 1, 
valry, and the retainers of his can^p, in fearch of ^5^^^ 
forage and provifions; and between them and dc* 
tiachments of the prince's army various rencoun- 
ters happened, in which they were always wor(led| 
and confiderable numbers taken prifoners- 

Both the Spanifli infantry and cavalry had be- 
gun to fuffer fo much from the cold , joined to a 
fcarcity of provifions, and were at the fame time 
fo much diflieartened by that anxiety and *d read 
of which their general's condud was fo expreffive, 
that there was ground to believe, that if Maurice 
had thought himfelf at liberty to attack them , ho 
would have acquired a cheap and cafy vidlory. 

Finding it at length impbflible, on account of 
the want of provifions, to remain any longer in 
their prefent fituation> they diredled their march 
towards Duylburgh , which commands an import- 
ant paffage over the Iffel, into the territory of 
Veluwe. But Maurice , who lay nearer to that place, 
cafily reached it in time to be fully prepared 
for their approach. They ftopt fliort therefore at jroy^tcr. 
Dotechem, a town on their road to Duylburgh j 
and there deliberated what courfe they fhould 
next purfuc. 

To a general of fuch mean capacity as Mendoza^ 
and fo little endued with the fpirit of laudable am- 
bition or enterprife , there appeared to be no 
room for hefitation. By the fevcrity of the feafon, 
by the fword of the enemy , and by defertion , 
bis anny had fufered confiderable diminiatiop; 

Cz 
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B O O It and, having been long permitted to plunder the 
1. country tlirough which they paffed, and to live 
1599. in the* moft licentious manner, they were become 
reludant to fubmit to the control of military 
difcipline. Hfe dreaded , befides ^ the great abili- 
ties of Maurice, and thought it doubtful whether, 
in cafe he Ihould fucceed in efFeding his paffagc 
over tlie Iflel, he would find it pradicable to f up- 
port his army during thei winter-feafon in the ter- 
ritories of the ftates, where almoft all the towns 
were 'fortified , and prepared for their defence. 
Determined by thefe confiderations , he refolved 
to turn back, and to take up his winter-quarters 
in the dutchy of Cleves, and other neutral ftates in 
the territory of Weftphalia. He accordingly re- 
tired with precipitation, leaving behind him many 
of "his fick and wounded , expofed to the mercy 
of the inhabitants, of the country, who were high- 
ly exafperated by the injury and outrage they had 
received. Maurice purfued him for feveral miles, 
and cut off or took prifoners to great a number of 
Bad con. bistroops, that, including thofe who had deferted, 
Mendoza- ^"^ thofc who had fallen or were taken prifoners 
in former rencounters , it was computed that he 
had loft above feven thoufand men. , 

He fixed his head-quarters at Rees, having left 
a ftrbng garrifon in Emmerici: , which lay nearer to 
the enemy, under the command of the count de 
Boucquoi , one of bis ableft officers. But the 
count, having foon after been taken prifoner in a 
flcirmifli with count Lewis of Naffau , Maurice 
conceived the defiga of making hrmfelf mafter of 
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the town. For this purpofe he ordered count BOOK 
Hohenloe to inveft it ; and , in order to prevent I. 
Mendoza from returning to its relief, he cut the 1599. 
dike of the Rhine, and laid all the country be- 
tween Rees atid Emmerick under water. By this 
device the garrifon , having no profpedl of aflifV. 
ance from their friends, were intimidated , and , after 
a feeble refiftance, laid down their arms. Maurice 
was equally fucccfsful againft the garrifon of 
Zcvenaer : but being well pleafed with an oppor«- 
tunity of Chewing his condemnation of the con* 
dudl of the Span ifh general, who, with fo great 
a contempt of the eftablilhed laws of nations, had 
feized on the towns of neutral powers , he re- Mignanh 
tained poffeffion of neither of thefe places , but Hr'Auit 
delivered Emmerick to the citizens , and Zevenaer rice* 
to the duke of Cleves *'. After which he put 
his troops into winter-quarters, and went himfelf 
to the Hague, where he wa*? employed during the 
remaining part of the ' winter lA making prepara- 
tions for the next campaign. 

In the mean time Mendoza, equally inatten- ThcHcen- 
tive to his charader and to the laws of huma- t»*>*''nef8of 
nity , permitted ms troops to exerciie the molt gji,, 
cruel oppre/Uon over the people of Weftphalia , 
from whom he could" not pretend that either the 
king of Spain or the archduke had received the 
imalleft injury. After plundering the inhabitants 
of the open country, and leaving them neither 
corn nor cattle for their fupport, he allowed his 
foldiers to employ force againft fuch of the towns 

C3 

*' Grotius , p. } 5 J > &c« 
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BOOK as fefufed them admittance; and the towns being 
I. generally unprepared for defence , they got pof- 
i«w* feffion of inatiy of them, where they not only liv- 
ed at free quarters on the citizens, bbt robbed them 
of their moft valuable effedls , which they fold at 
Cologne, and, by the merchants there >, tranfmitted 
the price , amounting to very great fums , to 
Antwerp or other places in the Netherlands. Nor 
Were they fatisfied with pillage or plunder , but 
indulged tbemfelves in every fpecies of licentiouC- 
nefs ; and treated the inhabitants , on innumer- 
able occaflons ^ with a degree of barbarous cru- 
elty and outrage , of which the troops under Pre* 
deric de Toledo had., in their treatment of the 
people of Zutphen and Naarden , furnilhed the 
only inftance which occurs in the anniils of £u* 
lope for many years **• 
tftHr bar« I« order to compel fuch of the people as they 
^^mty* fufpeded of being rich, to reveal their treafures, 
they wounded fome, they mutilated others, and, 
under the pretext of their being heretics , they 
committed others to the flames. Count Falcoftein , 
lordof Bruck, a Froteftant, having refufed them 
admittance into his caftle, which for fome time he 
defended againft them with great rcfolution, at 
length furrendered on condition that be and his 
domeftics (hould be all6wed to depart in fafety; 
but he was no fooner in their power , than they 
firft butchered his dortjeftics before his eyes, and 
afterwards himfelf. Mendoza had the effrontery 
to avow and vindicate {bn>e inftances of this kind % 

''* Grothjs , lib. viu 
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by alledging, that thofe who had fufR-red were he> BOOK 
rctics; but it was not the Protedants only, but i. 
great numbers tikewife of the Catholics, who "^'■ 
experienced the barbarity of his troops ; and 
even many of thofe who had diflinguJfhed then*- 
felves by their attachment to the Spanifli intereft 
in the Netherlands; among whom were the fath 
jefts of the bifliops o£ Munftcr , Paderborn , 
Liege, and Cologne, as well as the dutchies of 
Clcves and Juliers, who were all tieated with the 
feme violence and inhumanity". 

By thefe enormities the German prtnces were 
affeded in the manner which it was natural to ex- 
peS. They were fired with indignation againft 
their barbarous oppreffors , and had early deli- 
berated concerning the meafures proper to be 
purfued. No European nation had been more 
'diflinguilhed than the Germans by their warlike 
difpofition, and their military proweEs, as no na> 
tion had eserted greater intrepidity and vigor 
in the defence of their property and liberty when st»it af 
attacked. But, having enjoyed profound tranquil- c«inaB|. 
Kty fi ntury, and aU of tbera, but 

a few d into the fervice of foreign 

Aates difufed to war, their tame- 

nefs a ited the injuries of the Spa. 

BiS) {t md not only the inhabitants 

of the but thofe likewife of mofl 

of the y defencelefs and unarmed. 

It was probably Albert's knowledge of this, 
*' Grodus , lib. vil. Thuantis, lib. cxKi. T^feoii Cht«r 
aJCa, anno t^gi. Ceflonim ia Euiopa fingo'-anum. 
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9 O O K joined to the confideration of the charadler of 
I* Kodolpb, the prefent emperor, a prince of a tame 
and indolent difpofition , that bad induced bim 
to refolve to fupport his army at the expenfe of 
the Geroians ; and ^vhat they fuffered affords a 
ftriking proof bow neceffary it is that every people, 
expofed by their fituation to be invaded, fliould, 
iiiftead of trufting to t|^eir neutrality, or to the 
faith of treaties , (land , on all occafions , in ai 
pofture of defence. 

The people who fuffered moft from the depre- 
dations of the Spaniards were the fubjeds of the 
duke of Cleves , and of Erneft of Bavaria , who 
held ^ at the prefent period , the four bilboprics 
of Munfter , Paderborn , Liege , and Cologne, 
Erneft , who had formerly been much indebted 
to the court of Spain , «nd was extremely defi- 
tons of avoiding a rupture with the skrchduke , in 
order to obtain redrefs, fefolved to content him- 
felf with making remonftrances and complaints. 
The duke of Cleves was a weak prince, and, 
man princes being at times difordered in his judgment , was in* 
iiRainft capable of holding the reins of government. But 

his place was well fupplied , on the prefent occafion, 
by his fifter , Sibylla , a princefs of a mafculine* 
fpirit , who exerted great adlivity in roufing the 
indignation of the neighbouring ftates and princes, 
and labored to convince them of the. neceffity 
6f uniting together , in order to drive the Spani-. 
ards out of Germany. The elcdor, Palatine, the 
landgrave of HelTe, feveral imperial cities on the 
banks of the Rhine , and a^eat number of <:oiA]t« , 
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and other fovefcign princes in Weftphalia , readily fi o o K 
entered into Sibylla's views, and endeavoured to i. 
intereft the reft of the empire, or at Icaft the »»'• 
neighbouring circles, in their caufe. 

They began with renionftrating to the arch- 
duke againft the iniquity of his conduai and they 
were feconded by an ambaHador, fent for that 
purpofc by the emperor, who likewife publifiied 
a refcript, commanding Mendoza immediately to 
evacuate the towns and territories of which he had 
taken poffetTion. But, finding thaf no regard was 
paid by Mendoza to the emperor's refcript ; and 
that, inftead of complying with their requefts, 
Albert only lamented that the neceffity of his fitu- 
ation had obliged him to adopt a meafure which 
he faid was equally difagreeable to himfelf as to - 
them, they afTembled together at Munfter, and 
refolved all of them, but the btfhop, or eletflor 
of Cologne, to have recourfe to arms. It was 
agreed that a numerous army fliould be raifed 
vith t The proportion of mo- 

ney a' 1 prince or ftate fhould 

furniC the count de La Lippe , 

lieutei circle of Weftphalia, 

was a Tiander in chief. From 

the u and ardor which ap- 

peaj;e(! :re was ground to hope 

for th id vigor in carrying the 

plan a >n; yet from the flow- 

nefs incident to the motions of a league, in which 
no one member pofleHes authority fufficient to 
control the left, the feafon, as will be feen in the 



tt6 HISTORY OF THE REiGN OF 

BOOK fequel, vras far advanced before the count de la 
1. Lippe was in a condition to take the field *'• 
t$99. The Spanifh army, in the mean time, kept 

pofTcflion of all the towns into which they had 
entered; and, without feftraint from their gene* 
ral , continued to exercife over the people the 
fame oppreflion ^s before ; till the feafon arrived 
when the cardinal governor of the Netherlands 
judged it proper to begin the operations of a new 
campaign. They were then withdrawn from 
all the towns in which they were quartered, ex- 
cept Orfoy, Rhinberg, Rees, and Emmerick ; the 
laft of which places they bad again obliged the in^ 
habitants to furrender 9 after prince Maurice Bad 
retired. 
^. p The cardinal, having come to Rees, where be 

Bommti. held a council of war, to deliberate concerning 
an expedition againfl: fome of the frontier • towns 
of the United Provinces, it was determined to 
undertake the fiege of Bommel, the conqueft of 
which would open an entrance into Hplland: 
but, in order to conceal this intention from the 
dates , and to facilitate the landing of the troops 
on the ifle of Bommel , it was agreed to fend a 
detachment of the army to make a feigned attack 
on thefort ofSche^ck, which, as formerly defcri- 
bed, is fituated on the upper extremity of the 
Betuwe. This detachment was fent down along 
the right or north fide of the Rhine, while Men- 
doza, with the main army, marched down on 

*' BpnttvogHo , part. Hi. lib. v. ab* initio. Gcotius, lib, vii, 
& yiiu ThuanuSi lib. cxxi^ &c. 
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the'other ; and both divifions began about the fame BOOK 
time to play off their batteries againft the fort; I* 
the former from the banks of the Rhine , and the ^♦'^ 
latter from thofe of the Waal. 

Prince Maurice's head • quarters were at 

Arnheim , onljr a few leagues diftant from Schenck* 

He had never before experienced fo great anxiety 

or fatigue. Alraoft all the officers , on whom he 

chiefly depended for the execution of his orders, 

were abfent: count Hohenloe was in Germany « 

employed in exciting the princes of the league of 

Munfler to take the field againft t^e Spaniards ( 

colonel V,ere was not returned from England, 

whither he had gone to haften a body of frcfli 

troops, which had been promifed by Elizabeth; 

and the younger la None had not finiflbed fome 

levies which, with the connivance of the king, 

he had been making among the Froteftants in 

France. All the troops therefore which Maurice ^^ j,^ 

bad been able to mufter, after leaving fufficient 

garrifons in the fortified towrns, amounted only at of Ma"."' 

this time to four thoufand men. With this little 

army he crofled over to the Betuwe; and having 

reinforced the garrifon of Schenck, and fiirength. 

ened the banks oppofite to Mendoza, where only 

he had occafion to fufpedl that an attack might be 

defigned, he lay prepared to oppofe him in cafe 

he ibould attempt to land on the iiland. 

The Spaniards , having the river between them 
and the fort, were at too great a diftance to do 
execution with their attillery; and, as this attack 
was only a feint to amufe prince Maui^ice , for 
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BOOK this reafon they had not taken time to employ 
1. the ufual precautions for their (helter from the 
i^9>. enemy's fire , they loft upward of four hundred 
men. This expenfe of blood, which the prince 
could eafily obferve from the ramparts, contribut- 
ed to confirm his belief that their defign againf); 
the fort was ferious, and his attention was there-, 
fore wholly engroffed with providing for its de* 
fence. In the mean time the count of Berg", 
with a body of troops, under the command of 
the colonels Stanley, Zapeau, and Barlotta, was 
ordered to march down along the left or fouth 
fide of the Waal ; and , in order to cover . his in- 
tention, a great number of boats had been tranf- 
ported to this river over land from the Maefe, oil 
board of which he embarked his troops, and 
feemed to intend pafllng over to the Bet u we. 
Prince Mautice could hardly doubt that this was 
his defign ; and , to prevent him from accomplifh- 
ing it, he carefully watched his motions with a 
part of his forces, which being put on board of 
boats colleded together at Nimeguen , kept dired- 
ly oppofite to the Spaniards in their progrefs down 
the river. In this manner both parties continued 
to advance , fometimes approaching within reach 
of each other's fire, and the Spaniards fcemingly 
intending on fome occafions to effed a landing 
on the Betuwe, till they both arrived in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Voorn ; when the count de Berg, 
having djfembarked his troops , drew all his boats 
en (hore , and having put them into carriages 
which had been prepared for that purpofe , be 
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inarched vrith great expedition acrols the country, b oaK 
from the Waal to the Maefe, where having again i. 
launched his boats , he failed down the river till K99. 
he arrived at Empel, and thus fecured a paffage 
into the ifle of Bommel. 

The fortifications of the town of that name, 
which (lands on the other fide of the ifland, 
though, on account of its fituation, deemed a 
place of great importance , had , amidft the mul- 
tiplicity of objeds which required the attention of 
Maurice and the ftates , been extremely neglcded ; 
the old fortifications were ruinous, and new ones, 
which had been begun , were yet unfinifhed. 

Had the troops therefore under the count de 
Berg been fufficiently numerous , or had Mendoza 
advanced in time to his fupport , he might with- 
but much difficulty have accomplifbed the obje(3: 
of his expedition. But the army having been 
detained longer than it ought to have been in the 
fiditious attack on the fort of Schenck , the count 
was obliged to reft fatisfied with fecuring his Ra- 
tion at En)pel,,or with making ihort excurfions in* 
to the country. Prince Maurice was, in the mean 
time , every day receiving frefh fupplies of troops 
from France, England, and other places; and 
his army amounted now to fo great a number, 
that he could afford to leave a part of it for the 
defence of the Betuwe, and lead the reft ta 
Bommel. , 

He accordingly no fooner received information 
of the count of Berg's uivafion of that ifland than 
he fet out with the greater part of bis army, and 



30 HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

I 

BOOK arrived there in time to prevent the inhabitants 
I. from abandoning the town, \vhich they were pre- 
i55f. paring to do, from their defpair of being able to 
defend it. Mendoza left his camp oppofite to 
the Schenck about the fame time, and, having 
in his march reduced the fort of Crevecoeur, which 
would have interrupted his communication with 
Bois le Due, he tranfported his forces into the 
ifle of Bommel, and began to lead them towards 
the town. He firft attempted to make himfelf 
tDafter of the dfke of Waal, on which he iii- 
tended to have ereded batteries, in order to 
/ llraiten the navigation of the river , but was pre- 

vented by an inceffant fire from a great number of 
armed veffels, which Maurice had prepared for 
that purpofe. From the delay occafioned by this 
unneccffary enterprife, and the redudion of Cre- 
vecoeur , a general of fo great adivity as Maurice 
had leifure to put the town of Bommel into a 
proper pofture of defence. 

His army, at this time, was not inferior to that 
of the enemy , and amounted to eighteen thou* 
fand foot and three thoufand horfe. Having pitch* 
ed his camp on the right fide of the Waal, oppo- 
fite to Bommel , and conftruded two bridges *^ , 
formed of barks covered with planks, one above 
and the other below the town , he committed the 
defence of the place to a feled body of four thou- 
fand foot and two thoufand horfe. 

Bommel was too fmall a place to admit of fo 
numerous a garrifon; but^ in order that he might 

Each four hundred* and fifty paces in length. 
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avail himfelf of the great number of his troops, BOOK 
his firft care had berti to give the town ^n arti. I. 
ficial magnitude, by drawing round it at a little M«9rf 
diftance from the walls, an intren'chment, ftrength- Mauricfiii. 
cned with a ditch, and with redoubts at proper y^^**^^^ 
diftances; to which be added a. covered way; a toriift^jaiu 
new fpecies of fortification, of which he himfelf •*• 
was tVfe inventor, and which he firft put in prac» 
tice on the prefent occafion. 

Mendoza was greatly difconcerted by the celc- 
rity and difpatch with which thefe works were ex* 
ecuted: and as not only the cannon planted upon 
them , but a ftrong battery which Maurice had 
raifed on the dike of the river , was ready to be 
played off upon the Spaniards, as foon as they 
approached, they fuffered a confiderable lois of 
men, before they could cover themfetves with 
their trenches. Mendoza might now havt feea 
his error in not advancing fooner to the liege; 
and , if he refiedlcd on the ftrength of the place , 
and the number of the garrifon , or on the nei^h« 
bourhood of the prince's army, and the facility 
with which, as he was mafter of the river, he 
could, at all times, introduce fupplies, or rein« 
forcements into the town , it muft appear furprif« 
ing that lie did not perceive the impoffibility of 
fucceeding in his attempt. 

Prince Maurice, on the other hand, was blam« 
ed by many of his countrymen for reftin^ fatif. 
fied witb defending a town againft an enemy, 
whom it was alledged, as he was fuperior to (hem 
in numbers ^ he might have iiic^c^sfully encoun* 
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BOOK tcred in the open field. It began to be furmifed 
that Maurice did not wiflb to bring the war to a 
conclufion; and the dates fent deputies, to repre- 
fent to him, that, as they could never expert to 
aflcmble a more flourifhing army than was at pre- 
fent under his command, and the expenfe which 
their late preparations had cod them was enor* 
mous **, they could not help expreffing their dc- 
fire that be would fhorten the campaign as much 
as pol&ble, and mud therefore recommend to 
him, if he could do it with fafety, to try the for- 
tune of a general engagement* 

Maurice was the more furprifed at this re- 
inondrance of the dates ^ as they had hitherto 
been extremely averfe to all adventurous meafures ; 
and, oh many occafions, had difcovered a degree 
of caution bordering on timidity. He could not 
account for it,' but on the fuppofition that they 
had lidened to the infinuations of his enemies^ 
whoaccufed him of protrading the war, with the 
view of perpetuating his own authority: and, in 
order to wipe off this groundlefs afperfion, he 
would not have declined the rifle of a battle , in 
cafe a favorable opportunity had offered. " But, 
in the prefent fituation oi the Spanifh army, in a 
country fo narrow and confined, where his caval- 
ry , in which only he was fuperior , could be of 
little ufe, nofuch opportunity could jeafonably be 
expedled. Should he attempt to transport his 
army over th^ IVJaefe into Brabant sBprnmel mud 

. *' Twely^ thpufand guildert. . See Reidan. quoted by 

l^ C?lcr€, p. 197^ . _ 

thereby 
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thereby fall into the hands of the Spaniards; BOOK 
and, although, after the redudlion of that place, u 
they fhould be induced to ft)Ilow him , &nd to of-* ifjty* 
fcr battle, yet, without the greateft probability^! 
fuccels, he Ihould doubt "whether it would be' ex- 
pedient to accept; as the fate of battles often de* 
pended on accidents, which no human prudence 
could forefee ; and the king of Spain j with fuch 
inexhauftible refources, could much more eafily 
fuftain the lofs of an army than the ftates. It wasr 
for thefe reafons , not only his opinion , but that 
of his mod experienced officers , that the enemy 
ihould be permitted to fpcnd their ftretigth'irr the 
fiegc of Eommel, which, Ihould they pcrfiftin it, 
he was confident would prove their ruin. " The 
Sates, convinced by thefe confideratiofts , entered 
without much difficulty into the^ prince's views, 
and left him at liberty to purfue the plan of ope* 
rations which he had laid before them. The car* 
dinal Andrew , in the mean tiilne , having with 
great adivity formed at Bois le Due, the moil 
ample magazines of every thing nccefTary for the 
fiege, Mendoza was enabled to make his ap- 
proaches to the town , with greater expeditiori than 
there was reafon to expedl. His troops were- 
now, in a good meafure , covered from the enemy s 
fire; and he had begun to play off his batteries." 
But it foon appeared how little reafon he had to 
flatter himfelf with the hopes of fuccefs in his en- 
terprifc. The garrifon , fupported by frefh troops^ 
fent to their ^ffiftance by the prince, could not 
•njy prevent them fropi making farther progr^« 
Vol. 1. V 
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9 O K in th^ ficge , but faNitd out againft them , foine* 
I. t;imes by day, and fometimes by night, demoliHi- 
ing their Vrorks , and putting a confiderable num« 
ijcr to the fword. The Spanifh troops difplayed , 
on evciy occafion, the mod determined intrepi- 
dity;. and thereby fully juftified the caution of 
prince Maurice, ia declining to reduce them to 
the neccflity of a general engagement. They 
' gave the naoft ftriking proofs likewife of the ex- 
cellence of their military difcipline, by recover- 
ing themfelves with a facility which aftoniihed the 
enemy , from the confufton into which they were 
fometimes thrown; jmd they were every where 
^ccefsful in repreflGng the fallies of the garrifon , 
although thefe (allies were performed by nume* 
tons bodies, ^amounting to five or fix thojufand 
men , of the be(^ of the French and Englilh forces, 
conduced by la Noue, colonel Vere, and other 
officers of the moft unqueftionable bravery. They 
inffered, however, confiderable lofs. In the fpace 
of three weeks , upwards of two thoufand pe* 
rifhed; and the cardinal governor, being at laft 
convinced of the abfurdity of perfiding in his en* 
tsrprife , fent orders to Mendoza to raife the 
fiege. 

. He was determined , however , by the advice of 
Gotonna, the hiftorian, who was, at this time, 
an officer in the Spanifh army, to attempt accom- 
plifhmg, in another way, the objed of the pre- 
fcnt expedition, by ereding a fort in another part 
of the ifland, from which the fame advantage might 
be derived as from the poffeflion of Bommd : 
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and, for this purpofc, agreeably to the counfel BOOK 
that was given him, he made choice of a narrow 1. 
neck of land which unites the upper with the ,,,|^ 
lower part of the ifiand, intending to occupy, 
with a fortification of the ftrongeft kmd, the 
whok fpace between the Maefe and the Waal; 
and thus , not only to facilitate an invafion of the 
United Provinces, but to check the enemy's na- 
vigation in both rivers. * 

The conftrudion of this fort was committed to Beriafliag 
Velafco, general oiF the artillery. A thoufand •^^^•^ 
foldicrs , and two thoufand pioneers , were' em- 
ployed in the work; and the army was potted 
about the. neighbouring villages of Herwyn an4 
Roffecn , to prevent the approach of the enemy* 
' Maurice having penetrated this defign, led up 
his troops along the north fide of the Waal, and 
took his ftation diredly oppofite to the Spaniards; 
where, having planted batteries of his largeft can- 
non , jhe greatly annoyed the workmen, and, 
though not without fome lofs, did confiderable ex- 
ecution. Velafco, however, perfevered, and was 
at length able to cover his men from the enemy 'i 
fire. 

The prince finding then that all bis eflPorts in 
this quarter muli be incffedual , tranfported his 
army into the adjoining ifle of Voornj and, from 
thence, fent over a detachment of three thoufand 
men, to the upper part of the ifle of Bommel; 
giving them inttrudions to intrench themfelves at 
the village of Hervorden, which lies at a little 
ditbinec from the place v^here the Spaniards were 

Da 
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^ O o K employed in making the new fort. His orders 

I. were executed with the grcateft expedition, and 

3f9t. the intrenchments almoft completed before the 

Spaniards got notice that the troops had landed 

on the illand. 

Mendoza , fenfible of the danger and ixiconve- 
niencies to which he was expofed, from having 
•the enemy fo near him, immediately difpatched 
the count de Berg, to attack their lines, with a 
.numerous body of chofen troops. The count 
was repulfed with the lots of more than five -hun- 
dred men „ among whom were many officers of 
diftinguiflied merit : but having Rationed the 
jgreater part of his army on that fide of the fort 
.>^hich lay next to the enemy, he kept the prince 
at bay , . und enabled Velafco, without interrup- 
tion, to carry on his operatiojis in the conftruc- 
tioQ of the fort. 

The Spanifh cavalry, in the mean time, which 
could neither have proper accommodation, nor be 
fupplied with forage in the ifle of Bommel , were 
quartered in Brabant, in the neighbourhood of 
IVIegen. Their tommunication with the main ar- 
my was kept open by a bridge over the Mae'fe; 
but as they lay at the didance of feveral miles, 
a fort, called Durango , from the name of the en- 
gineer employed in conftrudling it, and ieveral 
redoubts, had been ereded on that part of the 
dike of the river by which the enemy might ap- 
proach. Notwithftanding thefe prudent precau- 
tions, prince Maurice fiill refolved to attack the 
Spanifh cavalry, and, with this view* having 
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thrown a bridge over the Maefe from the ifle of BOOH 
Voorn, he kept his own cavalry in rc^dinels to r, 
inarch as foon as orders fhould be given them. i^$§^ 
But judging it neceffary before-hand to diflodge 
the Spaniards from their fortifications on the dike 
of the river, he fent the fieur de la Nou«, and 
colonel Vere , with a fele A body of troops , chief* 
ly Engliih and French, to make an attack on fort 
Durango. Nothing could furpais the fpirit and 
intrepidity which thefe troops, animated by the 
example of their leaders, difplayed in the attack. 
Having thrown down their pikes and muflcets, 
they fcaJed the ramparts in feveral places, and at* 
tacked the garrifon , with extraordinary fury , 
fword in hand. But this garrifon, confiding of 
Spaniards and Walloons ^ though amounting only 
to five hundred men , commanded by Ladeiano , 
ah officer of diftinguifhed bravery, in their de» 
fence difcovered a degree of intrepidity not infe- 
rior to that of the affailants. The fmallnefs of 
their number was compenfated by the advantages 
of their fituation; and the combat was thus pro- 
longed for feveral hours, with mutual flaughter, 
till la Noue and Vere ,. being informed that Men- jui% 
doza was approaching towards them with fuperior 
forces, judged it prudent to retite. 

No other memorable tranfadions happened be-- 
tween the contending parties during this cam- 
paign. Maurice could not venture now to attack 
the Spanilh cavalry with fafety; and, from the 
precautions which had been taken to cover the 
workmen employed in ereding the fort in Bommel , 

I>3 
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< O d K joined to the advantageous fituation of the SpanifH 
I. army , b^ found it iropoflible to prevent tbena 
i^^f. from carrying that dfefign into execution. . 

Aforterea- The fort was accordingly finilhed in the moft 
edinthe fegulat manner: the ramparts , flanked vrith 
Bomraei. baftions , and inftantly planted with cannon, in 
a great meafure commanded the navigation of 
the Macfe, on the fouth, and of the Waal, on 
the north. On the eaft and weft, they were fe- 
cured with ditches of extraordinary breadth and 
depth, which being at all times filled with wa- 
ter from the rivers, ferved as harbours for twelve 
firmed veflels , ftationed in them to cruife againH: 
the enemy. And , in imitation of the example 
which Maurice bad exhibited in tbe fortifications 
of Bommel, the whblc was ftrcngtbened with 
^ covered way , whidi was ftrongly fortified with 
iredoubts. 

The cardinal came himfelf to vifit this fort as 
foon as k was finifhed ; and having marked out a 
place for a church, of which he laid the firft 
ftone with his own hand, he gave both to the 
phurch, and to the fort, the name of Saint An- 
drew. He had been extremely defirous to diftin- 
guifli his adminiftration by fome remarkable 
achievement; and he was overjoyed to have been 
?iblc to finifli fo great a work, which he hoped 
would he found of great importance towards the 
redu<5ion of the revolted provinces. 

Prince Maurice, on the other hand, notwith- 
Aanding his fuccefsful defence of Bommel , could 
not fail to be feverely mortified i although, as 
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will appear in the fequel , this fort, the ered- BOOK 
iag of which he had exerted his utmoft (kill and l. 
vigor to prevent, ,ferved only to furnifli him '^^** 
vrith one opportunity more than would other- 
wife have occurred to difplay his wonted adlivi^ 
ty and enterprife. In the mean time^ he built 
another fort diredly oppofite to Saint Andrew 9 
on the right fide of the Waal , which rendered 
the country of Betuwc fecure againft the excur(i« 
ons of the enemy **. 

D\iring the courfe of thefe tranfadtions in the 
Netherlands » the Gerjnans in the circle of Weft- 
phalia had begun their operations againft the Spa- 
xiilb garrifons in Rhinberg, and the other towm 
upon the Rhine. But as neither the emperor^ 
nor the eledors of Cologne , Mentz , and Treves^, 
befides feveral other popifh princes, were willing ttk 
come to an open rupture with the court of Spain, 
their preparations for war had not been carried 
on with that alacrity which might have been ex- 
pc<9:ed from the ftrong anc^ juft refentment with 
which they were inflamed; and the feafon of 
adion was far fpent before they were ready to 
open the campaign. The eledor Palatine had 
withdrawn his contingent of troops, under the 
pretext that the league had been violated by the 
other eledorsj and the bifhop of Cologne , 
though his fubjeds had fuffered greatly from the 
depredations of the Spaniards, had carried his 
complaifance to them to fo great a length , as to 

Grotius , lib. viii. Bentivoglid , part iii. lib. v. Thua- 
aus, lib. cxxii. 

D 4 
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BOOK pepmit them to make levies in his dominions , 
1. and to furni(b them with proviiions and military 

i5f9. ftores. It was therefore with the utmoft difficulty 
that the count de la Lippe could mufter twelve 
thoufand foot and two tboufand horfe '*, and 
the greateft part of thefe were raw troops » en- 
tirely unaccuftomed to military difcipline. 

With fuch an army it is probable that no gene* 
ral could have fulfilled the expeiflations of thofe 
by whom it had been aOembled , and the count 
de la Lippe poflefTed neither experience nor ca- 
pacity futiicient to entitle him to the fupreme com«> 
inand. The counts Hohenloe and Solmes had 
Ibeen fent to his afliftance by the United States ; 
^nd thefe men were neither deficient in coujage 
por in aiSivity and enterprife ; but they difcover- 
ed a jealoufy of each other, which proved per- 
nicious to the caufe in which they were engaged, 
Und when they differed in their opinions , the ge- 
neral w^s incapable of determining aright to 
"which of their counfels the preference was due. 

The firft pnterprife in which he was engaged 
^as thefiege ofHhinberg; but having no part of 
the apparatus neceffary for carrying it on , except 
what he received from Holland , and the inhabit- 
unts of the adjacent country, whofe refentment 
the governor of the Netherlands had found means 
to appe^fe , being unwilling to fupply his troops 
with provifions, he foon abandoned his attempt, 
aind dir^dled his march towards Rees , where he 
expeded the Dutc^ cpuld more eafily convey to 
|iim fuch aflift^nqe ^s his exigencies Ihq uld requiii^. 
'* Grotius. 
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• 

The garrifon of Rccs was ill prepared for their BOOK 
defence , and if la Lippe had liftened to the coun- !• 
icl of count Hohenloe , who' advifcd him to ftati- *^*** 
on a part of his army on the other fide of the ri« septtm^tr. 
ver , to prevent them from receiving any reinforce- ^**^* ®^ 
ment or fupplies , they would foon have found it 
neccffary to lay down their arms : but he negleded 
this neceffary precaution. The garrifon were fc- 
vcral times reinforced by detachments from the 
army in Bommel; and at length, finding them- 
felves poffeffcd of fufficient ftrength , and obfcrving 
that the fiege was carried on in the mod remifs 
and negligent manner, they made a vigorous at- 
tack upon his trenches, put a great number of 
his men to the fword , nailed up feveral of his can- 
non, and even carried off fome of them in tri- 
umph to the town. 

This difafter increafed the divifion which from 
the beginning had fubPifled among the leaders. 
The troops were diftieartened , and became more ^ 
/lifobedient and refradory than ever; and in two 
days after the count gave orders to raife the fiege. 
The retreat of this army was ftill more dif- 
graceful than their condudl during the fiege. 
Dreading that the garrifon would renew their at- 
tack upon the trenches, they fled in the moft pre- 
cipitate manner , leaving behind them a great part 
of their baggage and provifions. The Spaniards 
hung in their rear for feveral miles , put many to 
the fword , and threw the whole army into confu- 
fion. Not long after, a party of them mutinied 
againft their officers, left their ftandards, and, in 
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BOOK their way home, indulged tbemfelves in the fame 
I. rapine and depredation againft their countrymen , 
>w* as had formerly been exercifed by the Spanilh 
troops. 

The Dutch had, in the beginning, entertained 
the hopes of finding ufeful allies in the Germans. 
With this view they had exerted all their influ- 
ence in roufmg them to arms, and had feveral 
times fupplied them with {lores and provifions. 
On the prcfent occafion they fent William dc 
Naffau, a near relation of prince Maurice, an 
experienced officer, and a perfon of diftihguifbed 
prudence , to attempt to re«eftablifh difcipline 
among the troops , and a good underftanding 
among the leaders, but all his endeavours having 
proved ineffectual for thefe ends, and the winter. 
Vowtmhtu fcafon approaching, it was judged necefifary to dif- 
band the army, and put an end to this inglorious 
campaign. 

Such is frequently the fate of confederacies 
formed by the unioi;i of independent princes^ 
even when there is one common intereft to unite 
them , uniefs the fupreme command be devolved 
on fome perfon of extraordinary abilities , whofc 
want of power may be fupplied by the confidence 
infpired by his fuperior merit 

Notwithftanding the feeble cflfbrts of this 
confederacy, the archduke having only intended, 
by feizingthe German towns, to accommodate his 
troops for a feafon , ordered moft of them to be 
evacuated. He likewifc promifed to indemnify the 
feveral ftates for the injuries and damages which 
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they had fuftained ; and two commiffiohers were BOOK 
appointed by the emperor to eftimate their lofles; !• 
but it docs not appear that any thing effedual was ^^^^* 
ever done in confequence of this appointment ". 
In Spain the duke of Lerma, defirous to give 
fomc proof of vigor in the beginning of his ad- 
roiniftration , fitted out a fleet of fifty fhips of 
war , which he put under the command of Don ^ **^*ft a! 
Martin de Fadilla , and fent to cruife againft the gainft tht 
Englilh \ but this enterprife proved equally un- s^R^*^ 
fortunate as mofl: of the former ones which the 
Spaniards had undertaken againft their northern 
enemies. PadiJIa had not been many days at Tea 
when a violent florm arofe, which obliged him, 
without having fcen the Englifb fleet, to return to 
Spain. • 

The 'duke of Lerma was more fuccefsful in the i-^nity ••• 
meafure which at this time he fuggefled to the ^^thedukc 
king, for conciliating the affedlions of his fub- ofLermi. 
jeds in Arragon , who had been difgufted by 
the treatment which they had received in the for- 
mer reign, Philip and his young queen, accom- 
panied by the duke and many other courtiers, 
having fet out to vifit the city of Saragoffa, notice 
was fent to the inhabitants, by order of the king, 
that he could not enter their town with pleafure 
till the heads of thofe citizens, who bad fuffered 
in the unfortunate affair of Antonio Perez, were 

Grodus, lib. viii. Bentivoglio, part. iii. lib. v. Pia- 
fccii Chronica Geftorum in Eutof^a Singularium, an. i^^9- 
Goa. Davila , lib. ii, i;^p, 4. Thuan. Hift. lib. cxxii. 
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BOOK taken down from the gates , and that infcription 
I. crafed which recorded their pretended crime- 
'^^** This order, fo agreeable to the people, and which 
was inrtantly obeyed, was accompanied with the 
royal pardon to all thofe who had been concerned 
in the infurredlion , and a declaration , that the 
king could noD be happy while any of his faithful 
fubjedls had caufe of grief. He then made a mag- 
nificent entry into, the town, amidft the ftrongeft 
demonftrations of afifedlion and joy on the part of 
the inhabitants; and foon after he folemnly con- 
^ firmed all their rights and privileges '*• 

Among the entertainments which the people of 
Saragofla prefented to their king on this occafion , 
there was one, which , at the prefent period, will 
appear fomewhat extraordinary; a difpute held at 
the univerfity, at the conferring the degree of 
dodor, the fubjedk of which was, whether the 
, emperor be the lord or fovereign of the whole 
world ". 

September. During the courfe of the tranfadions that have 
been related, Albert and Ifabella arrived in the 
Netherlands **. They entered Bruflels with a 
fplendid court and retinue , and were received 
with extraordinary magnificence. There was 
confiderable difficulty in adjufting the form of 
the oath of allegiance which they adminiftered 
to their new fubjeds; and the ftates of Brabant 

** Gon, DavJla , lib. ii. cap. 8- " Davila. 

^* He had tarried much longerthan his new fubjc(fb had 
reafon to expe<ft , but no cotemporary hiftorian has informed 
us of the reafon of his delay. 
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demanded that, beforehand, certain forts and cir BOOK 
tadels (bould be demolifhed, and the ancient rights i. 
and privileges of the provinces ratified; but, find- '^^'* 
ing that the archdukes, (this was the title which 
Albert and Ifabella now affumed ) were utterly 
avcrfe to conoply with their requefts , they were 
perfuaded to defift from their purpofe, and agreed, 
though with much reludance, to take the oath 
required.. It was likewife a matter of great offence 
to the Flemings that Albert, befides affuming the 
Spanifli drefe, and requiring to be fcrved upon the 
knee, had formed his court according to the mo- 
del of that of Spain , and in every thing adopted the 
Spanilb manners and cuftoms , in preference to 
thofc of the Netherlands. This condud was prd- 
bab/y intended to gratify the Spaniards, on whom 
Albert faw he muft principally depend during the 
continuance of the war; but it contributed to ali- 
enate the affedions of bis Flemi(h fubjeds ^ and 
to prevent them from exerting themfelves with 
adive zeal in his behalf ". 

He ftood however much in need , at the prefent 
jundure , of all the afliftance which they were able 
to afford. Although he had received a confider- 
able Aippiy from the duke of Lerma ,. before his 
departure from Spain, yet having, in conformity 
to the pradice of the age , expended large fums 
in idle pomp and ihow in his marriage folemnity ^ 
and his magnificent entrance into Bruffels , and 
other towns which he and Ifabella vifited on their 

GiotiDS 9 lib. viii. p. 179. Beotiroglio , part. iii« 
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accefldon « he found bimfelf utterly unable to di(V 
charge the arrears^ due to his troops, who no foon* 
cr entered their winter-quarters than they began, 
to mutiny againft their officers. The Spanifh 
forces , to the number of two thoufand foot , and 
eight hundred horfe , having abandoned their 
commanders , took poffeffion of' the town of 
Hamont, in the bifiiopric of Liege, where, ha- 
ving firft ftrengthened the fortifications , they li- 
ved at free quarters on the inhabitants , and laid, 
all the adjacent country under contribution. 
Their example was quickly followed by fixteen 
hundred Italians , and foon afterwards the garri- 
fbns of Crevecceur and St. Andrew, confiding of 
Germans and Walloons, expelled their officers and 
cleded others from their own number in their 
room '*. 

Prince Maurice , having received information 
of thefe diforders , did not fuffer fo favorable an 
opportunity of adtion to efcape. After reducing* 
the town of Wachtendonc , and the fort of Creve- 
cceur , and making a fuccefsful attack on the 
Spanifh cavalry , in the neighbourhood of Bois 
le Due , where he put near five hundred of them 
to the fword , he laid fiege to St. Andrew. This 
fort, the only fruit of the operations of a whole 
campaign , the archduke juftly confidercd as a 
place of the firft importance, both on account of 
the ftrength of the fortifications , and the great 
advantage which it afforded him for invading the 
revolted provinces. He was therefore extremely 
folicitous to preferve it , and for this purpofe 

'* See Mctercn, fol. 451. 
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aflembled together at Bols le Due fucb a body of B O o $ 

troops as were deemed fufficient to raife the fiege. i. 

Of thcfe troops he gave the. cororoand to Vclafca, X59ji» 

hy whom the fort had been ereded ; and on the 

part of this officer no time was unnecefTarily loft. 

But all his attempts were rendered ineffedaul by 

the vigilance and forefight of Maurice, who, be* 

fides fortifying his camp and all the approaches 

to it, had cut the dike of the Maefe, and laid all 

the low grounds betwixt it and Bois le Due under 

water. The garrifon confifted of twelve hundred 

men , who , although they had mutinied againft 

their officers, yet regarding the fort as their only 

pledge lor the payment of their arrears , (Irenih 

oufly exerted themfelvcs in its defence. 

But perceiving that, notwithftanding their mofl: 
vigorous efforts, Maurice was making daily pro- 
grcfe in the fiege, and having no profpeft of de- 
liverance , they liftened to a propofal which was 
made to them by the prince , in order to fave 
time, and agreed to furrender the fort for a fum 
of money equal to their arrears '^. Immediate* Maj, 
ly after which, confcious that they had committed 
an unpardonable crim^ againft the Spaniards, 
they inJifted in the army of the United States; 
and as they knew that they could not exped quar- 
ter in cafe they ihould fall into the hands of their 
former matters , they were on many occafions of 
fingular ufc , by the defperate intrepidity whick 
they difpjayed *\ 

'' A hundred and twenty^five tboufand guilders. 

"Triumphs of Naflau , printjed 16 1}. Grotins, Hiii 
Vb. pu md Ben^YogUo. 



41 HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

BOOK By thefe difafters the archdukes were afflicfted 
I. in the moft fenfiWe manner. They received ia- 
t%9% £3rmatlon at the fame time that prince Maurice,, 
having on no former occafion exerted greater di- 
ligence in his military preparations , was refolved 
to profecute the approaching campaign with ex- 
traordinary vigor , in the hopes of making fome 
important conquefts before the mutineers were 
perfuaded to return to their duty. AH their en- 
deavours for this end had hitherto proved ineffec- 
tual They had fome ground to fufped that the 
reft of the troops were infeded with the fame 
mutinous fpirit , and dreaded that many of them 
might be induced to imitate the treacherous exaqi- 
ple of the garrifon of St. Andrew. 
cdBventioni The ftates of the provinces fubjed to their au- 
**^B*ff**" thority, having been lately convened at Bru(fels» 
Albert reprefented to that affembly that, as the 
fource of all the diforders wkich prevailed was his 
inability to difcharge the arrears due to his troops f 
It was neceflary they fbould grant him an extraor. 
dinary fupply. He had reafon to expeA that ere 
long he fhould receive remittances from Spain ; 
but the demands of the mutineers muft be imme- 
. diately fatisfied, otherwife tKere was ground to 
dread that the moft pernicious confequences would 
enfue. 

The ftates replied , by expreffing their appre- 
henfson of thefe confequences, and by giving him 
the ftrongeft affurances of their attachment and fi- 
delity; but infmuated that,- confidering the ex- 
baufted fiate of the provinces , and the difficulty 

which 
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wbich the court of Spain had ever found in fup* BOOK 
porting fo great a number of forces , no other ef- i. 
fedtual remedy could be a(>plied to the prcfent **®^ 
diforders but an accommodation with the revolted . 
ftates. 

They had conceived hopes at this time that ao Ai?iftt« 
accommodation might be brought about by the J^tio!i'with 
mediation of ambai&dors , whom the emperor thercvoiMd 
had fent into the Netherlands , in order to procure **"*• 
a rcftitution of fome towns on the German fron* 
tier, oE which the contending parties ftill retain- 
cd the pofieflion. The ambafladors found no diU 
ficuky in accomplishing the obje<S of their com* 
niiBion ; and having pafTed over into Holland , 
they prevailed on the United States to fend depu- 
ties, to Bergen op Zoom , to negociate a treaty 
with deputies fent thither by the archdukes. But 
the Dutch being unalteraWy determined to main- 
tain their independence, and difcovering the fame 
diftruft of the archdukes , with which they had 
long been actuated tpMrardS' the Spaniards , the 
conferences were no fooner begun than they were 
broken off , and both parties retired , extremely 
diffatisfied with each other. 

While a reconciliation was thus , in vain , at- a nefociiM 
tempted between the archdukes and the United ^^•"»^**' 
Provinces, a negociation was begun for reftoring t^cciiSi»thi 
peace between the queen of England and the king andEng- 
of Spain. Some advances had been made for this ****** 
purpofe to the EngliQi minifters by the cardinal 
Andrew , while he was governor of the Nether- 
lands , and neither of the courts at variance feemed 

Vol. L E 
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BOOK at thk time to have beeo inclioed to prolong 

i« the wan Mc wa$ agreed that a congreTs fliould be 

^^^* held at Boulogne ; and minifters were fent thitber 

by the contending powers. But this negociatioa 

tiivtWe. Jikewife proved abortive, as the plenipotentiaries 
found k impoiCUe to adjuft the ceremonial amon^ 
them to ihe fatisfadion of their refpedttve courts*. 
The precedence had, from time immemorial , been 
yielded to the crown of England , by the kings of 
Caftile and Arragon ; and Elizabeth maintained 
that it dill belonged to her , notwithftanding tbt 
union of thefe crowns , and the conqueft of Gra- 
nada , fince Spain, coofidered as one kingdom, 
vra5 gre^atly inferior to Engkind in refpedl of anti* 
quity , which . was the . only ground on which a 
point of this nature could properly be decided. 
But the Spanifli miniO:<rs could not perceive the 
force of this reafoning. They claimed the prece* 
dence on account of the fuperior extent and power 
qf the Spanifii monarchy ; and , even when Eliza- 
beth, in order to* prove the iincerity of her pacific 
diipoTition, offered to agree to an equality, they 
rejtded this offer, and infilled that the fuperior 
dignity of the catholic king Ibould be recognifed. 
To this the queen as peremptorily refufed hereon* 
fent; and, fdon afterwards , the plenipotentiaries 
left Boulogne. 

This unexpcded iffue of the congrefs was mat* 
ter of great joy to the United States* They bad 
fuffered much anxiety from the apprehenfion of 

United lofing fo powerful an ally as queen Elizabeth; 

fowrJu- ancl now » vvhcn they were delivered frorn tbil 
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iippreliennon , they refolvcd to improve to the ut» b o ^ 
moO: the advantages which they derived from her i. 
alliance, by employing the EngliQi forces , and ^^^' 
as many of their own , as could be fpared from va^« fuh* 
the defence of the frontier-towns,, in an invafioa ^^^^ 
of Flanders. To forni this refolution , they were 
encouraged by the mutiny of the SpaniQi troops; 
and they were , at the fame time , earneftly folU 
cited to carry it into execution by the merchants 
of Zealand , who were extremely defirous of dif« 
pofiefling the archduke of the fea-ports in Flan* 
ders, which afforded 0ielter to fome Spanifli (hips 
of war, by which their trade had lately received 
confuferabl'e interruption. In compliance with 
tfaeir requeft, it was agreed to undertake the re* 
dudion of Nieuport ; and aboqt the middle of 
June, the army , amounting to fifteen thoufand 
foot , and two thoufand five hundred horfe , fet 
tail from Ramekins in Walcheren, the place of 
rendezvous, and landed in Flanders near Ghent. 
After reducing fome fmall forts, prince Maurice 
led them to wards Bruges , and pafTed almoft within 
reach of the cannon of that place, not without 
liopes , which proved fallacious , that by the figh£ 
of fo flourifiiing an army , and the late difafters 
'wbich had he&IIea the archdukes', the inhabitants 
might have been induced to throw off the Spa* 
nifb yoke , and return to their former connexion 
*wkh the Uiiited Provinces. 

From Bruges he marohed towards Nieuport» 
tand, by the way thither, made himfelf mafter^ 
with Kttle difEculty » of certain forts called St Albert^ 

£ 9 
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BOOK Snaerfeerck , Bredene , and Oudenburgh , in 

I. which he left garrifons, with the view of rctard- 

1600. ing the progrefs of the enemy, in cafe they fliould 

venture to approach ". He then invefted 

sieeeof Nieuport by land, while his fleet blocked up the 

Nicopsrt. harbour ; and , as the town was neither very 

ftrong nor well prepared for a vigorous defence^ 

he hoped in a few weeks to be able to compel the 

garrifon to furrender. 

The archduke, in the mean timt, exerted him- 
felf with great adivity in his preparations fo'r'aa 
attempt to 4make him raife thc.fiege; and, having 
had the good fortune to perfuade a confiderable 
number of the Spanifh mutineers to return to 
their duty, his army foon amounted to twelve 
thoufand foot, and twelve hundred horfe. Both 
he and Ifabella , upon' the firft news of the ene- 
my's arrival in Flanders, had repaired to Ghent* 
in order to provide for the fecurity of that im- 
portant place, and the other towns of the pro- 
vince. The troops were ordered to aflembhe to- 
gether at Bruges; and as in their march thither 
they paffed near Ghent, Ifabella, mounted oa 
horfeback, went out to meet them, and rode 
along the lines animating and exhorting them^ 
giving them repeated affufances that, in future, 
they (hould not have the fame ground as hitherto 
to complain of the irregularity of their pay; and 
declaring that, rather than their demands fi)ould 
not be fatisfied , fbe would expofe to fale her plate 

'' Maurice was attended by a number of the deputies of 
the ftates. 
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and jewels, and deliver up to them the funds ap- BOOK 
propriated to the fupport of her court and fer- i. 
vants. This fpeech , joined to her majeftic air i609» 
and manner y produced a powerful effed upon the 
minds of the foldiers, who received it with (bouts 
of high applaufe, and called out to her that they 
were ready to expofe their lives to every danger 
in her defence. Albert, on this occafion, omit- 
ted nothing in* his power to confirm them in their 
ptefent difpofition , and acquainted them that he 
"was d.etermined to fight at their head , aod to 
fhare their fortune. 

Agreeably to his refolution, having joined his 
Sirmy at Bruges, he fet out with it from thence 
about the end of June. His firft objed was the 
redudlion of the forts above mentioned, in which 
kis fuccefs correfponded with his moft fanguine 
hopes. The garrifons which Maurice had left in 
tbefe forts, were intimidated by the fight of fo 
great a force , and after a feeble refiftance fur- 
rendered them, on condition, that they (bould 
be tuffered to depart with their arms and baggage. 
The archduke himfelf fubfcribed the capitulati* 
on; but, though his intention was fincere, he 
could not proted the garrifon of Snaerfeerck, 
confifting of two companies of foldiers , from the 
fury of the Spanifli mutineers , who fell upon v^ 

them, notwithftanding their officers prohibition^ 
and put them all to the fword. 

Prince Maurice being at the fame time in- 
formed of the furrender of the forts, which he 
liad expedled \^ould have held out miich longer « 
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BOOK firid of the near approach of the enemy, wai 

1. thrown into great perplexity. From his confi* 

M53, dcnce of bringing the fiegc to a fpeedy coaclufi- 

on, he had negled^ed to fortify his c^mpj the 

. pumber of his troops was not fufiicient to enable 
h!m both to continue the fiege, and to oppofc the 
enemy in the open field; and he had even reafon 
to dre2|d , from the rapidity of their march , that 
he fhoujd not have leifure before their arrival, to 
pnt himfelf into a proper pofture of defence. 

In order to retard their progrefe , and to gairt 
;is much time as polTible, he immediately difpatcb* 
cd hi$ kinfnian, coqnt Erpef^ of Naffau, with 
two regiments of foot, confifting of Zealanders 
?ind Scots , and four troops of horfe , to feize on 
the bridge of Leffingen, by which the enemy 
muft pafs in their way to Nieuport. But before 
count Erpeft could reach this place, they had ad^ 
vanced , and taken poffeffion of it. Erneft how- 
. ever, knowing how neceffary it was to afford time 
to Maurice to prepare for their reception , re^ 
folvcd , how fatal foever the confequences fliould 
prove to himfelf and his detachment , that he 
would not retire without fighting: and this gene* 
rous refolutioq was happily attended with the de» 

' fired effed. Albert , believing that Maurice's 
whole army muft furely be at hand, fpent a con- 
fiderable time in making the* proper difpoficions 
foy a general engagement. At length, being in- 
formed that Erneft*is troops had received no aug% 
mentation fince their firfl appearance , and that no 
father part gf th^ ^neppy's iirmy Yf^s in fight, be 
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gave orders for art attack. The troops under Er** b O O X 
Tied kept their ground for fome time; but, the I* 
liorfe having quickly given way , thffy Vrere over- i«oa, 
powered by numbers, and obliged to retire. Ih Jniyi. 
this aiSlion , upwards of five hundred of the Scots 
vrcic flain, with Boany officers of diftin^uiflhcd re- 
putation *^ 

The archduke's hopes were greatly heightened 
by this fuccefs, and he wrote to Ifabella that hav- 
ing with fo great facility difcomfited the van-guard 
of the ene<ny*s army, he expeded foongto in- 
form her of the defeat of the whole. He judged, 
however, that there was ground to l^fitate with 
regard to the conduxS; which it was proper to pujf- 
fue; and, in order to aflift bim in forming his re^ 
fohicion, he called a council of bis moflt experi- 
enced officers* Gafpard Zapena, a Spaniard of 
great experience, was of opinion that it w^s ako- 
gether uancceflFary, and would therefore, in the 
prefent circumikmces , be extremely irappudeut to 
rifle a battle^ Tb^ enemy's general, through his 
confidence of being able to reduce Nieuport be- 
fore an army could be affembled to oppofe him, 
Iiad brought himfetf into the mod dangerous H- 
tuation in which be had: been ever placed. He 
durft not, now, in the face of fo powerful an ar- 
my, contidoe his operations againft the town« 
His coromunicaUon with Ofii^^nd was intercepted, 
fincc the archduke was fortunately fttuated be-^ 
twcen him and that places and , Ihould he attempt 
to make his efoape by fca, when his higbnefi \ra» 

** Fialecias, b. ija, 

E 4 
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1 O O X ready to fall upon him , in the hurry of embark- 
I. ation, the greaceft part of his troops muft be cut 
x<oa to pieces. He therefore thought that the arch- 
duke ought not immediately to advance , with a 
defign to attack the enemy; l^ut ought rather to 
take the proper meafures for reducing them , 
Xvichout expofing himfelf to the chance of a bat- 
tle; and if he did, he believed, that ere long he 
"^ould be abk to oblige the enemy to Jay down 
their arms. But whether his opinion on this 
head fbould be rejeded or embraced, it >¥a5 at 
leaft neceffary that, before h^ advanced any fur- 
ther, he fhould procure information of the /itua- 
tion of the enemy, of which he was entirely ig- 
norant; and, before adventuring to attack them^ 
fliould wait for the arrival of Velafco , who in a 
few days would join him with a reinforcement of 
three thoufand troops. 

This prudent council was warmly oppofed by 
the fieur la Barlotte, an old Flemifh commander, 
of no lets experience than Zapena , but whofe 
courage , notwithftanding his advanced age , dill 
bordered on temerity. He maintained that the 
prefent favorable opportunity of attacking the 
enemy ought not to be fuffered to efcape; that 
the archduke would find them entirely unprepared 
for thcit defence, intimidated by the rapidity of 
his approach , and diflbeartened by the defeat 
which their troops , under Erneft of Naffau , had 
fo recently Cuftained; that, as the advantages he 
siuft derive from thefe circumftances , were more 
than fufficient to compenfate for the want of the 
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troops under Velafco , fo his inferiority in number BOOK 
to the enemy was more than counterbalanced, by i. 
the fuperior difcipline and bravery of his troops ; 1600. 
that bis troops were at prefent animated with the 
highefl: degree of ardor; and that the delaying to 
lead them forward, when they were fo eager to 
engage , would only ferve to damp their alacrity, 
while it would afford leifure to the enemy, either 
to fortify their intrenchments , or to fecure their 
retreat. 

This rcafoning was received with high applaufe 
by a great majority of the council ; and the fol- 
diers, etpecizUy the Spanifh mutineers, impatient 
to advance, could hardly be rcftrained. 

Albert , however , being ftrongly impreffed 
with a fenfe of the folrdity of Zapena's reafons for 
delay, ftill hefitated as to which of the councils 
given him, he fliould embrace; when chance, 
which often direds the moft important events, 
contributed to fix his refolution. The army hav- 
ing a view froni their prefent fituation of the fea- 
coaft, a great number of (hips were feen in their 
courfe from Nieuport to Oftend. The Spaniards 
•prepoffeffed with the idea that the enemy durft 
not wait for their approach , concluded that they 
had already begun their flight, and that, at leaft, 
a part of them were on board the fhips which 
they obferved. Albert himfelf too readily yielded 
to this delufion; and inftantly gave orders to his 
troops tb begin their march. He was , at this 
time , only at the diftance of a few miles from 
Nieuport, and, as he advanced with great rapidity. 
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BOOK hU cavalry arrived within f fight of the enemy 
I. about mid-day, and his whole army about four 
iioa or five hours before fun-fct. 

He foon difcovered bow greatly he and bis of- 
ficers had erred in their conjedlures with regard 
Co the condi]<fl and fituation of the enemy. Far 
from meditating flight, prince Maurice bad or- 
dered his fleet to quit the coaft, and retire to 
Oftend ; by which prudent meafqre , he at once 
gave his army proof of the confidence which he 
repofed in them , and reduced them to the alter- 
native of death or vidlory. He had withdrawn 
ail bis troops from the fiege , except a number 
which he judged fufficient to reftrain the fallies 
of the garrifon. He had advanced to a little di(l« 
ance from the town , partly to encourage his 
troops, by fhowing that it was not with relu<Sance 
that he had refolved to accept of battle; and 
^ partly becaufe the fituation of the ground was 
more convenient for drawing them up ia the 

'» order which he moft approved. 

Befides his Dutch forces, he had feveral regi* 
ments of Britilh, French, and Swi(s , commanded 
by officers of diftinguifhed merit, who had ac- 
quired the moO: confummate knowledge of the 
military art in the civil wars of France, and in 
the Netherlands ; and thefe men , he well knew, 
from long experience, would execute his orders 
with equal (kill and valor. 

He thought it neceflary, however, to encou- 
rage and animate the troops, and for this purpofe, 
he rode from rank to raak , reminding them that 
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they Avcre about to engage with an enemy vrho book 
were not only inferior in numbers , and fatigued with I. 
their inarch; but, who, in the manner of their «^«^ 
approach , had given proof of extreme temerity ; 
that it entirely depended on themfelves whether 
they (hould return to their country, and their 
friends, crowned with glory and viAory, or be 
cut to pieces by an enemy over whom they had 
often triumphed, and have their names for ever 
covered with infamy. From his confidence in 
their bravery, he had ordered the *tranfports to 
leave thecoaft; and he now led them on to bat- 
tic , under a convidlion that they would follow 
the example which he would fet before them , and 
refoive cither to die or conquer. Thefe exhorta- 
tions were every where received with the moft 
joyful acclamations ; and the whole army feemed 
to be animated with that intrepid fpirft which' he 
wilhed to infpire. 

He gave the command of his van-guard to fir 
Francis Vere, that of his main body to the count 
of Solms , and of the rear-guard to Oliver Van- 
der Tcropcl, lord of Corbcck, He diftributed 
his cavalry , commanded by count Lewis of Nat 
(au , partly in the front, and partly on the flanks , 
and having taken no particular ftation to himfelf , 
he was at liberty to go from place to place , wherc- 
focver be found bis prefence ncceffary. He was 
accompanied by his brother the celebrated prince 
Frederic Henry, who was only fixteen years of 
;igc *■ ; and by the duke of Holfteiii, the prince of 

• 2* JWauricc urged his brother to go by fea to Oftend , but 
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BOOK Anbalt, the count of Coligni , lord Gray, and fir 
I. Robert Drury , grandfon of tbe famous admiral 
i6oa of that name, and by feveral other noblemen of 
the firft rank , in the di£Ferent protcftant dates io 
Europe, who had lately come into the Nether- 
lands to improve themfelves, by his leflbns and 
example, in the art of war. 

Having drawn up his army upon the downs 
by the fea-(hore, and planted his artillery on fome 
^of the highefl: of the little hills of fand of which 
the down^are formed, he refolved, in that pof- 
ture, to wait for the enemy's approach. Albert 
was greatly difappointed, when he found him fo 
well prepared for his defence; and he was fome- 
what difcouraged when he obferved, that from 
the pofition he had made choice of, the Spanifli 
army would have both the fun and the wind in 
their face: the latter of which circumftances he 
<lreaded would prove particularly inconvenient, 
from the light fandy foil on which . they were 
about to engage. It was now, however, too late 
to entertain the thoughts of a retreat; and his 
troops were as confident and as eager and impa- 
tient for the combat as before. They had long 
cherifbed a contempt of tbe enemy; and they 
were now heard in all the ranks uttering threats, 
that they would give no quarter to ^ny of the he- 
retics, except prince Maurice and his brother, 
whom they would referve to adorn the triumph 
of their general. 

Henry infifled that he ihould be permitted to remain and to 
Iharc his brother's fate. 
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The battle was begun by the Spanilb cavalry, BO OK 
under Mendoza, admiral of Arragon, who en- i. 
deavoured to gain the flaok of the Dutch army , i^oo. 
by advancing along the fands between the fea and ^f"'« ®f 
the downs; but Maurice, having forefeen that **"'®"* 
this might be attempted , h^d made provifioa 
againft it, by planting cannon on the fands, and 
ordering fome of his fbips of war to approach the 
fhore as near as poflible. Mendoza was therefore 
unable to effedluate his purpofe , and was obliged to 
retire, after having fuftained confiderable (laughter. 

In the mean time , the two armies , after a di£* 
charge of their artillery , having advanced within 
niuflcec*/bot of each other, the EngliQi forces in 
the van, under fir Francis Vere, were attacked 
by the Spanifli mutineers, who, in order to re-* 
trieve their honor, difplayed on this occafioa 
the mod defperate intrepidity. The Britifh troops 
received their aflault undaunted, and for fome 
time witbftood their fury; their general had his 
horfe (hot under him , and was twice wounded. 
Still, however, he maintained his ground, refut 
ing to give any attention to his wounds, till his 
brother, fir Horatio Vere, arrived with freih 
troops to his relief. Thefe troops, while en- 
gaged in combat, with the mutineers^ having 
been vigoroUfly attacked in flank by the Spaniih 
cavalry , were thrown into diforder , and many oi 
them began to ily towards the fliore. 

But the battle was inftantly reftorcd. Prince 
Maurice, having divided his army into battalions, 
ordered t5^o of thofe which compofed his main 
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HOOK h6dy to advance ; and by them , the Spaniards 
1. ^ere in their turn compelled to retreat, and time 
^•o*^ afiEorded to the Britifh troops to rally. In fupport 
of the -Spaniards , the archduke brought forward 
his Walloons and the Irifii , and with their, aflifl- 
ance, the mutineers would onde more have r^ 
gained their fuperiority, had not Maurice « with, 
out delay, led on another frefli battalion,. con«* 
fiding of Swifs, and of thofe Walloons who had 
forrendered to him the fort of Saint Andrew. 
The Britifh forces likewife returned to the charge ; 
and foon after, the whole of both armies, horfeand 
loot, were engaged from one wing to the other. 
The Dutch cavalry, commanded by count 
Lewis! of Naflau, who, in this battle highly dif- 
tinguifiied himfelf by his adivity and valor, pro- 
ved in every rencounter an overmatch for that of 
the enemy, and having broken their ranks, drove 
them with great flaughter from the field of battle. 
The combat was better fupported by the Spa- 
nilh infantry; where Albert himfelf was prefent, 
expofing himfelf to every danger, and fometimes 
mingling with the forenaoft combatants. His 
troops , in every quarter , gave proof of the moft 
determined bravery. The battle had lafted for 
more than three hours; duricig which time, not* 
Mrithftanding the fatigue of their rapid march from 
Leffingen, they had fought without intermiffion, 
and often repulfed the frefh battalions of the ene* 
iny. From the beginning, they had beeil ex- 
tren?cly incommoded with the fun and wind in 
their face, and ftiH more vrith the duft or land. 
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The Dutch artillery too had kept up a conflant BOO% 
fire upon them during the whole engagement, i. 

and having been not only planted on higher and ^^<^ 
firiner ground with planks under it to prevent it 
from finking in the fand, but better ferved and 
more flcilfully direded, it had made great havoc 
among (he Spanifli troops. Still, however, they 
preferved their ranks , and feemed determined * 
(boner to lay down their lives , than yield to an 
enemy, whom they had been fo much accuftonw 
ed to defpife. Albert had made feveral attempts* 
to get to the windward of the enemy, but had been 
as often prevented by the prudent precautions 
and vigilance of prince IVIaurice. At length, ha« 
Vf'ng thrown o£F his helmet , that he might be the 
more eafily diftinguiihed by his men , he received 
a wound in the ear with a pike, and was obliged 
to retire. Through fome accident , his horfe^ 
which was confpicuous , fell into the hands of the 
enemy. His troops obferved this, and believing 
that he himfelf had been taken prifoner, or kil- 
led, were greatly difheartened. They ftill kept 
their ranks ; but in the languor of their exerti* 
ons , they gave manifeft fymptoms that both their 
ilrength and courage had begun to fail 

This abatement of their vigor did not efcape 
the vigilant eye of Maurice, who inftantly refolved 
to improve the advantage which it afforded him; 
and for this purpofe , having collected his whole 
force, he renewed the aflault upon the enemy in 
front, with his infantry, and with his cavalry in 
flank. It happened » at the £ime time , that thf 
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BOOK Spanilh magazine of gunpowder, defigned for the 
I. ufe of the artillery , took fire. The Dutch caval- 
1600. xy availed themfelvcs of the confufton which this 
accident occafioned, and pufhed forward with ir- 
refiftible force , crying out , Vidlory , vi<5tory ! 
This cry being inftantly conamunicated to the 
reft of the army , animated them with redoubled 
. ardor. The Spaniards , unable any longer to re* 
fift their fury, gave way on every fide, and falling 
foon after into confufion, betook tbetnfelves to 
flight. The vidlors purfued for fome time, and 
put great numbers to the fword ; but the night 
coming on, the prince gave orders for founding a 
retreat His troops, he knew, muft be exceed- 
ingly exhaufled and fatigued, as they had taken 
no food fmce the morning , and , almoft the whole 
. day , bad either ftood under arms , or been enga- 
ged, in battle : befides that , he was well acquaint- 
ed with the intrepid fpirit of the enemy, who 
might rally and return when he was Unprepared 
for refiftance, and moft of his troops employed 
in the purfuit. For this reafon , he feleded fuch 
of them as had fu£Feted leaft from the fatigue 
which they had undergone , and ftationed them as 
a guard to the reft of the army, who remained 
all night on the field of battle. 

The cotemporary hiftorians differ widely in 
their accounts of the number of the (lain. On 
the part of the Spaniards , Reidan , an hiftorian 
who is generally well informed , fays that it 
amounted to five thoufand , but Grotrus makes it 
only three thouJEsmd; while the lofs on the fide of 

the 
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the vidors did not exceed one thoufand : and BOOK 
the greateft part of thefe, he fays, were of the 1. 
Englifti troops , who diftinguifhed themfelyes by ^^^^ 
their intrepidity in this engagement , and had 
eight of their captains killed, and all the reft 
wounded, except two. 

The Britifh officers were almoft the only peri 
fons of didindion who fell in the army of the 
ftates; t>ut in that of the army of the archduke 9 
befides fo great a number of his beft troops, Za- 
pena, and colonels Baflock, de LafTo , d'Avalos^ 
and many other officers of great merit , were either 
killed in the field of battle, or died afterwards of 
their wounds. The admiral of Arragon and de 
Vigliar were taken prifoners.; and the count de 
Bucquoi , Barlott^, and many others wounded, 
and rendered long unfit for fervice. All the Spa- 
nilh artillery, baggage, and provifions, with more 
than a hundred ftandards, fell into the hands of the 
vidorious army **. Such was the battle o£ 
Nieuport, or, as it is fometimes called, the battle 
of the Downs , the event of which proved fo ex- 
tremely different from what the confidence of the 
Spaniards and their generals had prompted them 
to exped. Their defeat was, no doubt, partly 
owing to th^ difadvantages under which they 
fought ; although it was acknowledged by all 
parties that nothing could furpafs the prudence^ 

** Among the Italians who fell in this battle the cardinal 
Bcniivoglio mentions his brother and his nephew, two young 
noh eraen, about twenty years of age, who had lately entered! 
into the fervice of Spain , and were much regretted on account 
of their youth and bravery. 

Vol. L . F 
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BOOK vigor , and intrepidity , which prince Maurice 
]• difplayed from the beginning to the end of the 
tioa engagement. His (kill in the fiege of fortified 
towns bad long been highly celebrated ; but it 
now appeared that he was equally poflefTed of all 
the other talents which form a confummate ge« 
neral , and all Europe at this time refounded with 
liis praife ^\ 

Albert, having ieft the field of battle imme- 
diately after feeing his troops give way, arrived 
,on the fame night at Bruges, where he foon after 
fet out for Ghent , and was there received by 
Ifabella, with the iaimc firm and mafculine fpirit 
which flie had difcovered upon the various reports 
that had reached her, firft of his being killed, and 
afterwards of his being wounded and taken prifon* 
en He returned next day to Bruges, and there 
employed himfelf in colleding his Scattered troops. 

Prince Maurice , in the mean time had re- 
tired on the next xlay after the battle to Oftend , 
to recruit his army in a place of fafety, and to 
conftilt with the deputies whom the dates general 
had fent thither to aflift him with their advice. 
His enterprife againft Nieuport was a meafure 
which the flates themfelves had firft fuggefted*, 
and which Maurice had undertaken at their defire. 
It does not appear that he himfelf had approved of 
^his meafure; and it was (Irongly condemned by 
his kinfman , count William of NafTau , whom the 
Dutch hiftorians celebrate as a perfon of the mofl 
confummate prudence. 

To lead the army fo far into the enemy's coun* 

- ^^ Grotiui, Ub. ix, Bentivoglio, part, m lib. vi. The 
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try as Nieuport, trufting to an event fo extreme- BOOK 
ly uncertain as the continuance of the mutinous I. 
fpirit of the Spanifh troops , William had rcprefent* '*^ 
cd as a rafh and dangerous enterprife , by which 
the exiftence of the commonwealth would be ex- 
pofed to imminent danger for the fake of acqui* 
ring a finglc town. That, even although they 
Ihould conquer Nieuport, yet the great expenfe 
of defending a place at fo great a di(\ance fronci 
them would more than counterbalance all the ad- 
vantages they could derive from the poffeflion of 
it ; and that , if the archduke Hiould be able to 
appeafe the mutineers , the army of the ftates 
might fu£Per a defeat , or ^ they might be reduced 
hy famine , as the fupplying them with provifions 
would entirely depend on the winds and waves. 

Thefe apprehenfions had hitherto been happi- 
ly difappointed ; but from the events which had 
fellen out , it manifeftly appeared how much reafon 
there had been for entertaining them. The mu- 
tineers had eafily been perfuaded to return to their 
duty. The archduke had in due time colleded a 
fufficient force ; and if he had liftened to the conn.- 
fel that was given him by Zapena, and waited foe 
the arrival of Velafco , without precipitating an 
engagement, the army of the flates would pro- 
bably have either been obliged to lay down thei? 
arms without fighting, or in the hurry of attempts 
ing to get on board their (hips , the greater parj 
of them would have been deftroyed. • 

heroic A^ of Prince Maurice, printed in the year i6ij^ 
Piafecii Chronica Geft, in £uropa fingnladum , an. i^op. 

Fa 
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BOOK The deputies , -after the defeat of their troops 
I. at Leffingen , bad come to be, in (bine meafure^ 
'^^ fenfible of the error into which the dates had been 
betrayed ; and , from that tiaie till the vidory was 
fully decided, they had been difquieted with the 
mod dreadful apprehenfions. From thefe • appre^^^ 
henfions they were now happily delivered; but 
being dill impreflcd with a fenfe of the danger 
which they had fo narrowly efcaped , they thought 
that, notwithdanding the great advantage they 
bad obtained, there was ground for hefitatin^ 
whether it was expedient to perfevere in the plan 
of operations that had been begun. 
. They gave proof on this occafion , by the flow* 
nefs of their deliberations, how much wifer it had 
been on the part of the dates to have left prince 
Maurice at perfed liberty with regard to the con- 
dud of the war, than to require him, as they had 
done, to follow the opinion of men who , from 
their ignorance of military affairs , were fo ex- 
tremely ill qualified to advife. They differed 
widely in their opinions from each other ; and 
while fome thought that the army ought immedi- 
ately to return to Nieuport, others were of opi- 
nion that it ought rather to penetrate into the in- 
terior parts of Flanders. The former of thefe 
opinions at length prevailed; and on the fourth 
or fifth day after the batde, the fiege of Nieu-^ 
port was refumed. 

Siege of Thte meafure ought either not to have been 

adopted , or carried fooner into execution. The 
archduke , having exerted great adivity in 
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repairing the faults which he had committed, had 1 O K 
fent Velafco **, with a reinforcement to the gar* i. 
rifon of Nieuport of two thoufand five hundred ^^^^ 
men , who having marched with great ^(xpedition, 
had entered the town before prince Maurice liad 
in veiled it. The operations however ofthefiege were 
renewed ; but the garrifon , after making fome vigor- 
ous fallies on the^befiegers, foon convinced prince 
Maurice that he could not juftly exped to reduce 
them* before the archduke would arrive with another 
army, which he was colleding together for their relief. 
Moved by this confideration , and dreading that 
he might foon be again involved in the fame danger, 
from which he had fo recently efcaped , he raifed 
tie fiege , and having led back his troops to Oftend, 
he put them on board the tranfports which the Rates 
had provided for that purpofe, and returned to 
Holland ; judging it impracticable , on account of 
the difficulty of his fituation, in the heart of the Jnif xs« 
enemy's country , to derive any advantage whatever 
from the decifive vidory he had obtained **. 

^* BendvogUo, Grotius, Tfauanns iays it was Barlotta 
and not Velafco. 

^^ Bentivoglio, Thuanus, lib, cxxiv, &c. 

Before he embarked , Maurice made an attempt to reduce a 
Spaniih fort in the neighbourhood of Oftend , called St. Cathe^ 
line : but in this too he was diiappointed by the vigor and 
activity of Barlotta, who by forced marches arrived with ^ 
cooiiderable body of forces before the prince had time Co make 
any progrefs in the fiege. Barlotta himfelf however loft his life 
on this occafion. He was a native of Xuxembui^h , and had 

Fa 
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Tiic greateft part of the feafon fit for adion ftill 
remained; but both parties were greatly exhauft- 
cd >vitb the exertions which they had already 
made, anc^no other memorable tranfa<^ions paffed 
during the courfe of the prefent year *'* 

In Spain , the operation of the feveral caufes of 
decline ) above-mentioned, was at this time fenfi- 
bly felt in every department of the ftate. Cora- 
plaints were heard all over the kingdom of the 
negled of agriculture and the decay of manufac* 
tures; and great numbers of the people, being 
without employment, were reduced to a ftate of 
indigetice, which rendered it poflible for them to 
Contribute their proportion of the taxes and fupplies. 

Several councils were held to confider of the 
proper remedies for thofe evils; but the duke of 
Lerma, and ^the other SpaniQi minifters, appear 
to have been extremely ignorant of the caufes 
from which they proceeded. They fuppofed them 
to have rifen principally from the fcarcity of 

J)raftifcd (urgery in Paris ^ where , having been employed in 
his profcfGon by count Charles of Mansfeldt , when he com- 
manded the Spaniih troops in France , the count took an at- 
tachment to him , and gave him acommiflTion among his troops. 
He foon diftinguittied himfelf by his a^ivity and ctiteirprifo 
obtained thehigheft military honors, and wasj confidercd as 
one oiF the ableft officers in the fervice of Spa^n. His lo«^ 
birth , joined to his native arrogance and prefumption procu- 
i-ed him 'many enemies among his inferiors and eqtials t but 
the archduke was fincercly forry for his death. 

*' Davila, &c. p. 77. ch.Jx. 
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money : and this tbey afcribed partly to the great B aO K 
quantities of plate that were employed in the I. 
churches, and in the houfcs of the rich, and '•^^ 
partly to the exportation of gold and filver for 
the purchafe of foreign manufadures. 

But as no expedient occurred at prefcnt to pre- Eipedieau 
vent the latter of thefe pradlices , while the manu- |^' th^i*^ 
fadures of Spain were at fo low an ebb , they re- evUt. 
fq)ved immediately , if poflible ^ to put a (lop to 
the progrefs of the former; and, with this view, 
a royal cdidwas publifhed, requiring all churches, 
corporations, and individuals of whatever rank 
within the kingdom , to deliver upon oath, to cer- 
tain magi/trates who were named , an exadt inven- 
tory of all the plate, whether gold or filver, in 
their poffeflion. In the body of the edidl this 
reafon for the publication was alligned , that from 
the information which his majefty had received, 
there was ground to believe the quantity of the 
precious metals in plate and in church utenfils to 
be fo enormous, that, af it were converted into 
coin, and circulated throughout the kingdom, it 
would be found fufficient to rcftore the nation to 
that happy ftate of wealth and profperity which 
it had formerly enjoyed; and that, for this rea- 
fon, the king had, with the advice of his prefcnt 
counfellors, rcfolved, not only to prevent the 
farther increafe of plate, but afterwards, under 
the fevereft penalties , to prohibit the exportation 
of it to foreign ftates. 

But it was foon found impracticable to cany 
this edidl, vrhich would not probably have been in 

F4 
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BOOK any degree produdive of the advantaged propofed 
I. by it, into execution. The clergy were highly 
»^*- iocenfcd becaufe the facred utenfils were compre- 
hended in it ; and , both in writings and harangues 
from the pulpit, they reprefented the edid as an 
attack upon the privileges of the church. Neither 
Philip, nor his minifter, the duke of Lerma, had 
refolution to contend againft an order of men 
whom they dreaded « and whofe favor they bad 
been above all things Iblicitous to conciliate. Their 
dcfign was therefore fuddenly relinquilbed , and 
no other attempt made , on the prefent occafion , 
to remedy the diforders which prevailed. 

It was not probable that any effedlual remedy 
could be applied to them, till peace (hould be cf* 
tablilhed with England and the United Provinces. 
Notwithftanding which it was judged ncceCTary,^ 
for the reafons formerly mentioned , to continue 
the profecution of the war againft both thefe pow- 
ers, without regard to the prejudice which from 
thence the monarchy was likely to fuftain *'. 
Orders were given for the equipment of a fleet to 
fupport the Catholics of Ireland in their rebellion 
againfl: Elizabeth, and both money and a rein- 
forcement of Italian and Spanifh troops were fent 
into the Netherlands. 

The archduke had at the fame time prevailed 
upon the ftates affembled at Bruffels to grant him 
much greater fupplies than formerly ; and thefe he 
employed in making numerous levies in Germany, 
and the Walloon or fouihern provinces. The 

*' ^n. Davila , lib. ii. cap. 9. 
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enemy however was fooner prepared to take the BOOK 
field. Prince Maurice, having drawn his army 1. 
out of winter-quarters , early in the fpring, and »^i- 
ordered them to rendezvous in the neighbour- 
hood of the fort of Schenck, feemed for fometime 
to intend an attack on Bois le Due ; but it foon 
appeared that his real defign was to attempt the 
redudion of Rhinberg ; the poffeffion of this im- 
portant place being neceffary in order to facilitate 
the expulfion of the Spaniards from Guelderland^ 
a part of which was dill fubjed to their authority. 

The archduke no fooner received intelligence 
of his deflgn, than he ordered count Herman of 
Berg to fct out with a body of troops to reinforce 
the garrifon ; but before the count had time to 
execute his commilfion, Maurice had drawn lines 
of circumvallation round the place , and fortified 
the approaches to his camp in fuch a manner, as 
rendered all accefs impraAicable. Albert had 
therefore no other expedient for faving Rhinberg 
left, but to make a diverfion, by attacking fome 
important place belonging to the United States, 
in the hopes that Maurice might be thus induced 
to abandon his prefent enterprife. 

Ac the earneft requefl of the people of Flan- 
ders, he refolved to lay fiege to Oftend; the gar- 
rifon of which place , though fomewhat check- 
ed by adjacent forts, had been able to make in^ 
curlions into the heart of the province, and often 
laid the inhabitants of the open country under the 
moft burdenfome contributions. 
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BOOK The dates of this province , notwlthftanding 
!• the peculiar hardfbips under which they labored » 
i^at. had difcovered great alacrity in raifing their pro* 
portion of the fupplies lately granted to the arch- 
duke J and they now proroifed ftrenuoufly to 
exert themfclves in furnifhing him- with every 
thing neceffary for carrying on the fiege with 
vigor. 

Such were the motives by which Albert was in- 
fluenced in forming his rcfoKition to undertake 
the fiege of Oftend ; the mod hazardous enter- 
prife in which he had ever been engaged, an4 
which was attended with more important confe- 
quences, than any other which occurs in the hif- 
tory of the Netherlands. 
DercripUon OHend {lands on the fea-coaft, in a marfliy 
of Oftend. £^j|^ j^j^j almoft furrounded with canals; two of 

which being much larger than the reft, and com- 
niunicating with the fea , receive fmaller yeflels at 
all times, and at high-water, admit of (hips of a 
confiderable magnitude. It was an open fifliing- 
town, till the year 1572, when it was firft fortified 
with a palifade by the duke of Alva. At the pa- 
cification of Ghent, the inhabitants having thrown 
off the SpaniQi yoke , the fortifications were fo 
much ftrcngthened and augmented by the United 
States, that the duke of Parma, who inveft^d it 
in the year 1583 , defpairing of fuccefs , aban- 
doned his enterprife, and could never afterwards 
be perfuaded to refume the fiege. 

Oftend is divided into two parts , called the 
Old and the New Town. The former of thefc is 
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waQied by the fea, againd the. ravages of wttich BOOK 
It was fecured by a ftrong fortification , formed of i. 
huge and well compaded beams or palifades; **"'' 
and the latter was defended by a wall flanked with 
baftions , and the canals already mentioDcd , to 
which there had lately been added a covered way, 
fortified with numerous redoubts. As, from the 
fituation of Oftend, on th^ coafl; of Flanders, it 
afforded a convenient fheltcr to the fliips of the 
United Provinces , the ftates had ever Been ex- 
tremely folicitous for its prefervation. They had 
fpared no cxpenfe in rendering the fortifications 
as complete as poffible, and "bcfides a numerous 
^rrifon under the command of an experienced 
officer, they had always kept it richly furnifiied 
■with provifions and military Hores. Nor were 
thcfe the only circumftances which had deterred 
the duke of Farma from renewing his attempt 
againft it. He confideted, what was of much 
greater importance than even the ftrength of the 
place, that while the Dutch preferved their fupe- 
riority ; iion might continue to re- 

ceive w :s and reinforcements they 

ftould f, till his flretigth and re- 

fources d, he Ihould be compelled 

to raife the fiege. To this confidcration, the 
archduke feems not to have paid that attention 
which it merited. He did not pofleCt the fame 
military Ckill as the duke of Parma , and could 
not therefore fo clearly perceive the difficulties he 
muft encounter in his intended entcrprife. He 
was not by nature bold or rafli ; yet , from the 
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BOOK fecility of his temper , he vras apt too readily to 
adopt the rafh imprudent meafures that were re- 
commended by his counfellors *'. 

Having fet out with his numerous army about 
the end of June, he began his operations againft 
Oftend on the 4th or 5 th of July. Prince Maurice, 
in the mean time, who fecretly rejoiced to ob- 
ferve his enemy engage in fo dangerous an under- 
taking, perfifted in the fiege of Rhinberg; and 
in a few weeks, notwithftanding the moft vigor- 
ous defence on the part of the garrifon , he com- 
pelled them to capitulate. 

But the attention of both parties was now al- 
moft totally cngroffed by the Tiege of Oftend; 
where Charles Vander Noot the governor, before 
the befiegers had time to complete their intrench- 
ments , had fallied out upon them , and kil- 
led upwards of five hundred men. This un- 
fortunate beginning, however, did not deter 
the archduke from the profecution of his en- 
terprife. * ^ 

Having taken the neceffary precautions to pre- 
vent the future fallies of the garrifon, and Ration- 
ed one part of his troops in the downs to the weft- 
ward of the town, and the reft of them on the 
fouth and eaft,he foon opened his batteries, and 
began a furious cannonade in every quarter. But 
his diftance from the body of the place , occafion- 
cd by the canals, ditches, and other outworks, 
which the induftry of the befiegers had greatly 

Vide Bentivoglio, Le Clerc, and Grotius. Thuanus, 
lij). .vi. p. 76, etc. 
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multiplied, rtndered bis (ire of fmall effed; ant) book 
Jhowed him that it mull long remain impoflible i. 
to compel the garrifon to furrender , unlefs he imii* 
could prevent them from receiving reinforcemenu 
and fuppliei by Tea. 

In this opinion he might have been confirmed 
by the proof which the United States had lately 
given, how nnuch they were determined to exert 
themfelves with vigor in the defence of the place. 
Though Vander Noot was an officer whom the/ 
highly e[leemed, yet tbey had taken from hini 
the chief command , and given it to fir Francis 
Vere, who, next to prince Maurice , was the moft 
renowned of all their generals , for his militar/ 
prudence and capacity ; and to engage Vere to 
accept of this command , they had confented to 
his feleding the flower of the EngUfli forces , 
for a reinforcement- to the garrifon. Tbey had, at 
the fame time, fent to Ollend a copious fupply o{ 
mthtaryj ovifions; and were unanimouf 

in refolv atever it fhotild cod them , they 

would d own to the laft extremity. 

This and the vigor which the 

flates h > difplay , drew the attention 

of 2A\ E _ le operations of (his important ' 

fiege ; and with the permillion of the (lates, the 
town was vitited by many illudrious foreigners, 
from Germany, Dcnmarc, France , and £a« 
gland " , who were led there by curiofity to 
view fo interefting a fcene of adion, and the 

** ^^ the doke of Holface , the king of Denimik't bro> 
titer, ibe eatl of Noithumbeiland , tod othett, 



78 HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

BOOK dcfire of being thereby enabled more clearly to com- 
I, prebend the relations of thofe military aichieve- 
S60I. ments which they expeded to be performed by 
the contending parties. 

The archduke had ground for much folicitude 
vrith regard to the final ifTue of his enterprife; 
but he could not now defift, without expofing 
himfelf to reproach and ridicule; and therefore 
he applied himfelf with redoubled ardor to the 
profecution of the fiege. 

It might be brought to a period, he imagined, 
either by carrying it on in the ordinary form , by 
mines, batteries, and aflaults, or by rendering 
himfelf matter of the entrance of the canals, and 
thereby intercepting the communication of the 
garrifon by fea, with the United Provinces. He 
ought naturely to have confidcred which of thcfe 
two methods of procedure was the moft likely to 
prove effedlual, and to have confined his at* 
tention to one of them, without fuffering it to 
be diverted by the other. But, inftead of 
this, he employed his forces, fometimes in 
carrying on attacks upon the enemy's in- 
trenchments, and fometimes in attempting to 
block up the canals; and, by this divifion of 
his ftrength ,' as the fiege was protradled to an 
enormoas length , (o it was attended with an im« 
menfe expenfe of blood and treafure. 

For fevcral weeks his principal objed was to 
approach (liil nearer than where his batteries 
were firft opened to the fortifications of the town. 
The garrifon^ ot^ the other hand, omitted 
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nothing in their power that could obftrudl bis ap- BOOK 
proach. They adventured , on feme occa(ions , to . j. 
tally out, and to attack the befiegers fword ia 
hand: and in the mean time , they labored it]> 
defatlgably in calling trenches, and railing new 
redoubts, wherever they apprehended there wai 
danger of the enemy's attempting an aflault. An 
iaceffant fire was all the while kept up from the 
SpanlEh batteries, on the one hand, and the 

fortitications on the other ; and great numbers 

were killed on either fide. 
At length, the archduke, perceiving that his 

operations were not attended with the fuccels 

which he expeded , had recourfe to the other ex- 
pedient above-mentioned , and employed a great 
part of his forces in attempting to obftru<ft the 
entrance of the canals. One of them was the 
entrance of the harbour, and here he began his 
operations. But, as all the ground to a confider- 
able diQance from the Ihore wasfand, no mound 
which it, could fuftain a battery, 

or tefi :c of the waves. He was 

therefo collet^ together from the 

neighb a great quantity of huge 

beams', i bricks he refolved to form 

a dike at the mouth of the canal. The beams 
were driven deep into the ground, then bound to* 
geiher, and the intermediate fpaces filled with 
bricks. Of this fort of building, one was piled 
upon another , till the whole was raifcd to a fuffi- 
cient height; after which, being planted with a 
numerous battery of ^nnon . the enemy's fiiips 
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s O O R found all accels to the harbour utterly iroprac- 
I. ticable. 
260U But the hopes vrhich Albert had from thence 

conceived, of being able ro reduce the town by- 
famine, were quickly fruftrared by the ingenuity 
and great exertion of the governor and garrifon. 
They inftantly applied themfelves to enlarge the 
mouth of the other canal , which pafTed through 
the heart of th^ town , and foon rendered it ca* 
pable of receiving the largeft (hips. 

The archduke, however , did not defpair of be- 
ing able to deprive them of this refourcc; and 
be inamediately began the fame fort of operations 
at the entrance on this canal , as thofe by which 
he had made himfelf mafter of the other. At 
firft, his troops and pioneers proceeded with 
great alacrity, as they were (heltered from the 
fire of the bcfiegcrs, by a dike which had been 
raifed to defend the town againft the encroach- 
ments of the fea. But the garrifon refolved to 
forego the advantage which they derived from 
this defence; and having ftrengthened their for- 
tiHcations, as well as they could, by (lakes, huge 
ftones , and other materials fitted to repel the fury 
of the waves, they demoli(h&d ihc dike, and, 
as by this expedient, the Spani(h works were cx- 
pofed to the artillery of the town, and a great 
part of the adjacent coijintry laid under water, 
the archduke was obliged to draw ofif his troops 
to a greater diftance, and to have recourfe to 
other meafures which required greater experience 
and time to carry into execution* 
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In the mean time , the dates general of the BOOK 
United Provinces held frequent conferences to !• 
confider how they might beft improve the leifure «^^ 
which they enjoyed , while the Spanifh army was 
detained before Oftend. They wifhed to havd 
made an attack on the ifland of Cadlant, and af« 
terwards to have undertaken the redudUon of 
Sluys. But, at the prefent jundlure, they had 
neither the money nor the troops which prince 
Maurice thought neceHary for fo difficult an en« 
tcrprife. The flower of their army had, after 
the taking of Rhinberg , been fent to Oftend ; 
and the great expenfe which attended the defence 
of that place , had almoft exhaufted their finances. 
Much time was fpent in deliberating, and various 
expeditions were propofed. At length, towards 
the end of Odober, when the feafon of adion 
was nearly elapfed , they formed the refolution of 
undertaking the fiege of Bois le Due, thegarrifon 
of which important place , they underftood , 
amounted only to three hundred men. 

In obedience to their commands, though ex« siege of 
tremely diffident of fuccefs, prince Maurice im- Boit i«dii«, 
mediately began his march, and having arrived 
before the place on the firft of November, he 
judged, that, confidering the great extent 'of the 
fortifications, the garrifon muft foon find it ne« 
ccflary to capitulate, provided he could prevent 
the entrance of more troops. With this view, 
he inftantly began to draw lines of circumvalla- 
tion round the town, and at firft, this work was 
carried oni with great rapidity. But foon aftcr- 

VOLI ^ 9 
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9 O o K wards , it w^s retarded by a violent froft , which 
I. happened, this year, much fooner than ufual : 
t69u and the archduke had time to fend a large de- 
tachment of his army, above a thoufand of which 
forced their way into the town, before the in- 
trenchments were complete; while the reft lay 
at a little diftance from the prince's camp, with 
the defign of embracing any opportunity that 
might offer of annoying him. Still , however , he 
perfifted in his defign: but as the froft continued 
daily increafing in violence, and put an entire 
ftop to his operations, he complied with the de- 
End of ^1^^ ^f ^^^ deputies of the ftates , who as ufual • 
November, attended him in the camp , and raifed the fiege '*. 

Maurice had no fooner retired from Bois le 
Due, than Albert, having recalled his troops, re- 
fumed his operations, which had been fufpended 
during their abfence, againft Oftend: and in a 
few^ days after, he had ground to entertain the 
hope of being able to terminate the fiege. The 
fortifications of the town next the fea , had lately 
fuffered confiderable prejudice from the fury of 
the waves; and the garrifon, through ficknefs and 
defertion, and the great numbers killed by fatigue 
j^nd the incefTant fire of the befiegers, was re- 
duced from eight thoufand to between two and 
three thoufand men. Sir Francis Vere had given 
repeated notice of his diftrefsful fituation to the 
United States: but, till the raifing of the fiege 
of Bois le Due , they had no troops which they 
, could fpare ; and after troops were procured , and 

'* Meteren , lib. nil. Grotius , lib. x. Bentivoglio , &c. 
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put on boaf d the tranfports , they were prevented BOOK 
ffom falling by contrary winds. About the fame i. 
time, the archduke had ordered a icle& body of iteit 
forces to pafs over the harbour at low-water, ia 
the middle of the night, s who fet fire to a tern- 
porary defence , compofed of huge piles of fag* 
gets and other combudible materials, which had 
been placed at the foot of the rampart, on the 
north fide of the town , to prevent the further 
encroachments of the fea. 1 be fire burnt furi- 
oufly for thre.e days and nights, baffling ai) the 
attempts oE the garrifon to extinguiQi it. The 
rampart was thus much weakened , and a greater 
number of men were necefTary for Its defence 
In the mJdft of this diftrefs, the governor receiv- 
ed notice that the archduke had been afliduoufly 
employed in preparing for a general aflault, and 
would certainly carry his dcfign into execution 
on the next day, or, at fartheft , on the day im- 
ere, though poffefled of 
courage, was too fenfi- 
cnefs of his garrifon and 
well acquainted with the 
d fpirit of the Spanifh 
d with the danger which 
n order to avert it, he 
; It to which a brave man 

nccelfity requires it, hav« 
ferious intention of ca- 
pitulating, he fecretlyfent over to the arcbduk* 
an officer, to fignify that h'e was feady lo treat 
vritb Jiim for the furrender of the town. Albert * 
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BOOK fufpcding no diflimulation, gladly Hftened to 
I. this propofal, and hoftagcs were inftantly cx- 
Koi. changed. He came foon, however, to entertain 
fome doubt of the governor's finccrity, and urged 
him , without delay , to propofe his terms. This , 
the governor, by employing diflferent pretexts , 
found means to defer from day to day, till a rein- 
forcement of troops which he had expcdled, ar- 
rived from Zealand. This reinforcement confift- 
ed only of five companies, amounting to four 
hundred men. But finding that the archduke 
could not be any longer deceived, and having al- 
ready gained fufficient time to repair the breaches 
in the rampart, he fent him word, that fince his 
mailers the dates bad augmented his garrifon, he 
could not now, confidently with his honor, con* 
fent to give up the town. 

As Vere had begun this tranfaftion without 
communicating it to his officers, fome fufpicions 
were at firft entertained of his fidelity by all fuch 
perfons as were averfc to a furrender; and the 
dates general were not entirely fatisfied, either 
with the duplicity he had employed, or the exam- 
pie which he had given of entering into a treaty 
with the enemy, without the knowledge of his 
council of war. But no perfon had fo much rea- 
fon to be offended as the archduke , who though 
he did not hcfitate to fend back the hoftages was 
both incenfed and mortified when he confidered 
how he h^ been deceived by an enemy , whom 
be might probably have compelled to lay down 
lais airms ". 

^' If hu had improved the opportunity whidi he had loft 
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The fortifications of the place were now more BOOK 
lecure than formerly, and the garrifon had been !• 
reinforced. Still , however , being moved by paf- 
fion , naore than the probability of fuccefs, be re*^ 
folved to execute the defign which the hopes of 
a capitulation had induced him to lay afide, and 
gave orders for a general affault. He intended 
to make his principal attack on the weft, near the 
harbour , which had been for fbme time in his pof- 
feffion ; but , in order to divert the enemies atten- 
tion and divide their forces, he refolved at the 
fame time to make attacks in other quarters , and 
gave the command of a body of troops, deftined 
to ad on the eaft fide, to the delebrated count de 
Bucquoi ; having committed the execution of his 
principal defign to Auguftin Mefeia, an experienced 
officer, and governor of the citadel of Antwerp. 

Early in the morning he began to play o£F his Jamiary 
batteries, and kept up a furious cannonading in ^^^^^^* 
every quarter till midnight, when, the tide hav- 
ij^g go^^c back, Mefcia led forward the Spanifli 
troops. They were drawn up in a compadl body, 
forty men in front , and the foremoft ranks clothed 
in complete armour, followed by the muflceteers 
and by others, who were provided with fcaling 
ladders, and whatever elfe was judged neceffary^ 
either for acquiring or fecuring pofieflion of the 
rampart. They advanced acrofs the old harbour, 
in which there was between three and four feet 
water , with great ardor and the moft determined 
intrepidity ; but the garrifon were well prepared 
/or their defence. The governor had beforehand 

G a 
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HOOK ordrred the cannon to be removed from that part 
1. of the fortifications where he expedled their prin- 
^^^ cipal attack , and in their place had planted feven 
large mortars, which were loaded with ftones, 
flints, bullets , and other inftruments of mifchief* 
He bad iikewife inftruded thofe to whom he had 
committed the charge of thefe mortars to keep 
up their fire till the enemy fbould approach. 
This order was well obeyed, and the Spaniards 
bad almoft reached the foot of the rpmpart, when 
the mortars were difcharged, and made dreadhil 
havoc among the foremoft ranks: a great num« 
ber was killed and wounded, and the ranks were 
thrown into confufion. Still, however, they conti- 
nued to advance, thofe who were behind pufbing* 
forward thofe who were before, till the greater 
part of them were fo near that every ftroke and 
fhot of the befiegers did certain execution. The 
night came on , yet the Spaniards feemed ftill de- 
termined to perfift. To prevent a furprife, the 
governor ordered a great number of fires to be 
lighted up within the rampart, and the battle con- 
tinued to be as bloody and defperate as before. 

The Spanifh troops at the fame time crowded 
together in the harbour, readv to advance to fill 
up the places of thofe who fell ; when the gover- 
nor had recourfe to an expedient which he had 
meditated from the beginning. There were two 
Unices within the fortification , one of which ferved 
in the time of ebb to keep the water in that part 
of the canal which lay within the town, and the 
pther to reftraia it in that part which rah up into 
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the country. Having ordered feoth thefe fluiccs BOOK 
to be opened , fo great a quantity of water was i, 
poured into the harbour, that many of the Spa« no^ 
niards were carried down by the violence of the 
Ilream, and drowned; while many others, at-. 
tempting to fave themfelves by laying hold of the 
palifades on the" rampart, were flaughtercd by 
the enemy. The archduke had commanded his 
cavalry to keep clofe in the rear of the infantry 
to prevent them from having recourfe to flight 
It was thus rendered impoffible for the latter to 
make their retreat fo foon as ncceflSty required; 
and by this means they were obliged to ftand cx- 
pofed to the fire of the befiegers , long after it 
was manifeft: that their mod vigorous efforts could 
be of no avail. A part of the cavalry having en- 
tered the water, with a defign to obftruA the 
violence of the current, feveral horfes with their 
riders were likewife drowned, and Mefcia at 
length found it neceffary to give the fignal of re- 
treat. The affailants having been equally unfuc-? 
cefsful in every other quarter, were obliged to 
abandon the aflault. In this raOi and defperate 
enterprife about fourteen hundred of the Spani-, 
zrds and Italians were either killed or drowned, 
among whom were feveral perfons of the firft 
lank , while the lofs of the befiegers amounted 
only to forty killed, and a fmall number wound- 
ed ". 

'* Metcren , liv. xxliL Grotius , lib. xi. ab initio Ben. 
tivoglfo, part iii. lib. tL 

G4 
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BOOK The archduke would have renewed the aflault 
I. on the fecond day after his repulfe, but was pre- 
iio9. vented by a mutiny of his Italian and Spanifh 
troops, who were highly exafperated at the bar- 
barous, and what they deemed difgraceful man* 
ner in which they had been ufed. They bitterly 
complained that they had been treated like flaves 
or brutes, and not like foldiers of unqueftionable 
bravery, when they were compelled by the cavalry 
to ftand expofed to the enemy's fire, after the 
Unices being opened, it was rendered impoffible 
for them to advance. They complained that 
this meafure , which had been adopted without 
confent of the council of general officers, was 
contrary to every rule of war , and they declared , 
that fince they had not been treated as foldiers* 
they would no longer adl as fuch. Albert , foured 
with his ill fuccefs, was equally alarmed and pro« 
voked at this behaviour , and in order to prevent 
the infedion of their example from fpreading 
through the reft of his army, he inftantly caufed 
between forty and fifty of the moft feditioustobe 
executed, and fent a hundred and fifty to the 
gallies. By this prompt feverity he quelled the 
mutiny, but, finding it neceffary to reh'nquifli 
his defign of renewing the aflault , he now bent 
his whole attention to the blocking up of the 
canal 
^pmiisii le- During the courfe of thefe tranfadions the 
Iidtc"eii!'^ court of Spain , notwitbftanding their inability to 
•ioBaes4 furnifh the archduke either with the troops o^ 
money neceflary to infure fuccefe in his conteft 
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with the United States, was engaged in other ex- BOOK 
penfive enterprifes. By their order the count de i- 
Fuentes, governor of Milan , had fome time before **^** 
made fuch numerous levies of troops , as excited 
in the minds of the Italian ftates and princes an 
apprehenfion , which at the prefent period feems 
to have been without foundation , that fome am- 
bitious defign had been conceived of reducing 
Italy under the Spanifli yoke. Of thefe troops a 
part was fent to the archduke Ferdinand , to affift 
him in his operations at CanifTa againft the Turks; 
another part of them to the Netherlands; and 
the reft were intended for an expedition againft 
Algiers 9 which was ftill the principal feat of thofe 
numerous pirates , by whom the coaft and the Ihips 
of Spain continued to be no lefs molefted than in 
the former reign- About ten thoufand troops 
were employed in feventy gallies , partly Genoefe 
and partly Spanifli , commanded by the celebrated 
Doria , and they had a profperous voyage till they 
were within a few days failing of the deftined port. 
Had they immediately landed , it is probable they 
would have fuccecded in their enterprife , as the * 
greater part of the pirates, agreeably to informa- 
tion which Doria had received , were abfent , and 
fuch of them as had been left behind, were unpre- 
pared for their defence: but, unfortunately, one ^ 
of the capital fliips had been feparated from the 
reft of the fleet , on which account the debarcati- 
on was delayed till next day ; and in the intervene >. 
ing night a dreadful ftorm arofe, which not only 
rendered all attempts to land impracticable, but 
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BOOK obliged the fleet to leave the coaft and return to 
I. Sicily ". 
K02. xhe court of Spain Mras not difcouraged by the 

Ud'^r**^ failure of their attempt againft Algiers, from en- 
gaging in another enterprife, which was ftill more 
difficult to be carried into execution. The war 
with England had not for fcveral years been vigo- 
. roufly profecuted by either of the two contending 
powers ; and no event had happened which de<- 
ferves to be recorded: but Philip, or more pro- 
perly the duke of Lerma, had, about this time, 
conceived the hopes of being able to give a mor- 
tal wound to the power of Elizabeth , by an inva- 
fion of Ireland , where a great number of the na- 
tives were in open rebellion againft her, under 
the earl of Tyrone. 

Philip the Second, by various intrigues car* 
ried on by ecclefiaftics , had fomented the difcon- 
tents of the Iri(h , and on different occafions had 
fent them fupplies of arms and military ftores. 
Many of them had been engaged, by- the kind 
treatment which he ordered to be given them, 
to enter into his fcrvice in the Netherlands: and 
of thefe, many having returned to their native 
country, had, through the knowledge which they 
had acquired, in forae meafure contributed to 
teach their countrymen the rules of military difci- 
pline, thereby rendering them a much more for- 
midable enemy than they had hitherto been to 
the Englifh troops. 

'' Thuanus, lib. cxxvi. Piarecii Chronica , an. i6oi. 
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Tyrone , >vhofe affcdioils Elizabeth had in vain BOOK 
endeavoured to conciliate , though noted for 'his !• 
treachery and cruelty , vices which generally attend 
on barbarous manners, yet, being brave and ac- 
tive , had perfuaded many of his countrymen to 
inlift themfelves under his banners, by flatteringly 
infpiring them with the hopes of deliverance from 
the Englifh yoke He had applied for afliftance 
to the court of Spain, and being feconded in his 
application by feveral feminaries of EngliCh priefts 
and Jefuits, folicitors the moft likely to fuccecd 
with Philip and his minifter, he had obtained a 
promife both of arms and troops. 

A bull of excommunication having been 
pub/i/hed by three fucceeding' popes '* againft 
Elizabeth, abfolving her fubjeds from their alle- 
giance , and inviting all catholic princes to take 
poffeflion of her dominions, the fuperftitious mind 
of Philip was eafily impreffed with a perfuafion 
that, by Supporting the rebels, and abolifliing 
Elizabeth's authority in Ireland , he would a<ft the 
meritorious part of a faithful fon of the church , 
and ferve the caufe of God and of the catholic 
TcUgion. And, althqugh he had too muchindo- 
lencc to be capable of being principally aAuated 
by ambition, yet he could not but defire to add 
Ireland to his dominions , as , befides the great 
extent and fertility of that ifland , its commodi. 
ous harbours would occafionally afford a retreat 
and fheltcr to his /hips, and better enable him to 
difpute the empire of the fea with England and 
the United Provinces. 

•* Pius V. Gregory XIIL Clement VIII. the prefent pope. 
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BOOK Determined by thefe confiderations , he gave 
I. orders for the equipment of a fleet of tranfports 
1602. and (hips of war, fufficient for carrying fix thou- 
fand troops, and fo confident was he and bis 
minifter of the fuccefs of their intended enterprife , 
thaty befides the troops, a great number of faroi- 
lies , including women and children , were put on 
board, with the defign of cftabiilhing a Spanifli 
polony in the kingdom which they expeded to 
fubdue. They had lent too eafy faith to the ex- 
aggerated accounts which Tyrone had given them 
of his ftrength : and they were not fufficiently 
acquainted with the charader and abilities of 
lord Mountjoy , whom Elizabeth had appointed 
viceroy and commander in chief of the Englifh 
forces. 

The command of the Spanifh troops , and the 
condudl of the expedition , were committed to 
Don John d'Aguilar*, who had learnt the rudi- 
ments of war under the duke of Alva, and had 
afterwards acquired fome military reputation from 
a fuccefsful enterprife , ki which he had the 
chief command , againfl; the town of Blavet in 
Bretagne. 

He fet fail from Spain in the end of Auguft, 
accompanied by fome fhips of war, under Don 
, John Gqevara , and arrived at Kinfale , in the 
fouth of Ireland , on the 8th of Odober : but 
a part of his tranfports having been feparated 
from the reft of the fleet , he found , on his arrival 
at Kinfale, that he could mufler only four thou-, 
fand men. With this little army , he applied 



PHILIP III. KING OF SPAIN. 93 
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Inmfelf to ftrengthen the fortifications of the place , BOOK 
icfolving to remain there, till he Ihould be joined i. 

by Tyrone, or till the reft of his forces (hould ar- i«oa. 
rive. The fhips of war under Guevara returned 
immediately after the troops were landed; and, 
foon after, the harbour of Kinfale was blocked 
up by a fquadron of Englifh men of war , com- 
manded by fir Richard Levifon. Agreeably to his 
inftrudlions from the court of Spain , d'Aguilar 
difperfed a manifefto, over the adjacent country? 
in wbich he affumed the title of general in the 
holy war, undertaken for the prefervation of the 
catholic faith in Ireland; and whilft he invited 
people to come unto his afliftance, he declared, 
that he was fent by his mafter the king of Spain , 
with no other intention but to deliver theni from 
the dominion of the devil and the heretical queen 
of England. 

The Irifli had formerly, on different occafions , 
received the jufteft grounds of complaint againft 
the Englifti government; and at this time they 
vrere highly incenfed on account of the intro- 
dudlion of what the Englifh , with good reafon, 
regard as one of their moft valuable privileges, 
the infticution of trials by jury; they were there- 
fore genera/Jy animated with a fpirit of difcontent 
againft their ancient matters. The greater part of 
them were likewife ftrongly attached to the popifli 
faith; and their priefts, who were wholly in the 
intercft of Spain , poffefled an entire afcendant over 
them , having perfuaded them that their anceftors' 
had originally fprung from Spain, and thereby 
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BOOK created in their minds a ftrong prediledion in fa- 
I. vor of the Spaniards. 
"M- They were difcouraged, however, from com- 

plying with d'Aguilar's invitation to have re- 
courfe to arms, by cpnfidering the fmall number 
of troops which he h&d brought to their ailiftance ; 
and they refolved to remain quiet till the arrival 
of the reft, which he had afTured them would 
quickly follow. 

The viceroy was, at this time, engaged in the 
profecution of the war againft Tyrone, in the 
northern parts of the ifland. His arms had been 
attended with great fuccefs ; he had defeated fe- 
veral parties of the rebels, and had made prifon- 
ers of many of their leaders, fome of whom he 
had fent to England. Tyrone hirofclf , with his 
adherents , had fled before him , and taken (belter 
in thofe faftneffes in the northern provinces, where 
the marfhy ground rendered it difficult for the 
EngliQi general to advance. Here, however, the 
rebel chief was in a manner befieged , and as the 
country was but little cultivated , be muft ere long 
have been obliged, through the want of fubfift- 
ence , to fubmit to the conqueror. In this criti- 
cal fituation were the affairs of the infurgents 
when the Spanifli troops arrived. Upon receiving 
information of their arrival , the viceroy , juftly 
dreading that the infurredion would foon become 
more general^ refolved, without delay, to exert 
his utmoft vigor agairtft the invaders. With 
this intention , having left a part of his cavalry tp 
watch the motions of Tyrone, he fet out for 
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Kinfak , and having marched with great rapidity , BOOR 
he foon arrived before the place, and began the I. 
fiege with between eight and nine thoufand men. »6oa. 
But before he had time to make any confiderablc 
progrefs , he received notice that the Spanifh 
tranfports above mentioned, which had been fe- 
parated from the -reft of the fleet , had arrived at 
Baltimore, with two thouDmd foldiers on board, 
under the command of an officer named Ocampo; 
and foon after he was informed, that the froft 
having fet in with great violence in the marlhy 
country where he had left Tyrone , that leader and 
his followers had made their efcape over the ice, 
had joined Ocampo with upwards of four thou« 
land men , who together with the Spaniards , Were 
on their march to raife the fiege of Kinfale. This 
alarming intelligence he procured by intercepted 
letters from Ocampo and Tyrone to Aguilar; and 
from thcfe letters too he underftood their plan of 
operations, the time of their approach , and the 
route which they intended to purfue. He there- 
fore prepared himfelf for his defence; and, having 
drawn off the greater part of his army to an ad- 
vantageous fituation, at fome diftanc^ from the 
town , he left no more forces than were fufficient 
to reftrain the eruption of the Spaniards under 
Aguilar. 

When Tyrone faw the Engllfli army fo advan* 

tageoufly pofted, and prepared for his attadc, his 

courage failed; and notwithftanding the rcmon* 

flrances of Ocampo, who reproached him with 

cowardice, he gave orders to his men to change 
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BOOK the diredbn of their march ^, hoping to reach a 
u marQi which lay near , and thus to avoid the ne- 
!•<»• ceflity of fighting. But the viceroy, perceiving 
his intention , haftened forward with all his forces » 
and attacked him in the rear. Finding then that 
an engagement was unavoidable, he refumed his 
courage, and faced about to the enemy. But 
the rebels were no match in the open field for the 
EngliQi forces. They were quickly thrown into 
confufion, and put to flight. The Spaniards, who 
fought defperately for fome time , being forfakea 
by their daftardly aflbciates , were overpowered by- 
numbers, and Ocampo himfelf with feveral offi- 
cers, made prifoners. In this battle, above twelve 
hundred men were killed upon the fpot ; a great 
proportion of whom were Spaniards. The r^Ch 
of that nation fled to Baltimore and other places 
on the coaft, in which they had left garrifons. 
Such of the Iri(h as were taken , were hanged as 
rebels; the greater part of them, among whom 
was Tyrone, efcaped through their knowledge 
of the country ; but were totally difperfed. 

It was eafy for d'Aguilar, when he received 
intelligence of this defeat , and the cowardly ^ be- 
haviour of the Irifh, to perceive how much the 
court of Spain had been miftaken in their judge- 
ment of the facility of eftablifhing their authority 
in Ireland. There could be no fecure dependenjce, 
he faw, on aflSflance from the natives ; and no 
army, which in the prefent ftate of the finances 
could be fent from Spain, could be able to con- 
tj^nd alono with the Englifh forces. He r^folved, 

therefore , 



PHILIP III. KING OF SPAIN. 9? 

therefore , tb employ all lits inflilence td dlffuside b K 
the king from perfifting in fo dcfpfetate an attenopt : - i. 
and, being at the fame time confclbu^ j that with '•®** 
fo fntlall a number of troops as were under his 
command in Kinfale ^ he could iiot juftly expecS 
to be able , above a few wcefo , to deifend the 
town againft a general of fo much fkill and vigor 
as the viceroy , he refolved to fave the lives of his 
foldiers , and to deliver the place into the hands 
of the Englifh , provided he could obtain front 
them fuch terms as his honor vrould permit him 
to accepts 

In a few days after the battle , he gaVc the vice- 
roy notice of his intentibh , and explained to hini 
the motives of his cdndudi ^ and the fentiments 
which he had com^ to entertain of the Irifh rebels^ 
and of the folly of the enterprife , into which thi 
court of Spain , through mifmfbrraation ^ had beeil 
betrayed; 

But he accompanied his offer with H declatatloil 
cxpreffed in the ftrongcft terms , that , in cafe the 
viceroy ftiould refufc to grant him the conditions 
-which he required , the h6nots of tvar tb his 
troops, with a promife of tranfportirig them and 
their candGil and ammuiiitibn to Spain , in JEnglifli 
{hips ; and an ad of indemnity to the inhabitants 
of Kinfale , by whom he had been fb kindly re- 
ceived and entertained , he and hh foldiers were 
unalterably determined tb defend the town to the 
]a(l cxtreautv. 

Lord Mountjoy could riot but refped the fpiHE 
hy which this declaration wag dilated. He was 

Vol. L H 
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fe O o K prompted by the native geoeroHty of his difpofition 
1. to comply with the terms propofed,and he thought 
himfelf juftiiiable in point of prudence for comply- 
ing with them , when he confidered how much 
his army was likely to fuffer in the operations of 
a fiege , carried on in the middle of winter^ agaiaft 
fo brave and fo determined an enemy. 

Without hefitation , therefore , he agreed to 
d'Aguilars demands. Kinfale, Baltimore, and 
fofloe other forts , in the poflelfion of the Spaniards, 
were delivered into the hands of the viceroy; and 
d'Aguilar with his troops , cannon , and ammuni^ 
tion y were foon after tranfported to Spain in an 
EngliOi fleet 

Philip , aft^r hearing of the iflue of the battle , 
having defpaired of their prcfcrvation , greatly re- 
joiced at their arrival. He highly approved of the 
capitulation, and, with the advice of his counfel- 
lors, refolved, in confequence of the information 
which he received from d'Aguilar, to abandon 
the Iri0i rebels to their fate ; and henceforth to 
apply himfelf with more undivided attention to 
his affairs in the Netherlands ". 

" Van Mctcren, lib. xxiii. Carte's Hift. of England , 
book xix. Thuanu« , &c. 
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BOOK II. 

X HE archduke, after the repulfe of his array, BOOK 
as above related , by the gaixifon of Oftend , was li- 
advifed by fome of his principal officers to raife ***^ 
the fiege. He was himfelf extremely reludant to 
comply with this advice, but thought it neceffary, 
before rejedting it, to know the^entiments of the 
court of Spain. Philip^s minifters could judge of 
the propriety of his perfifting in his enterprife , 
only by the information which he tranfroitted ta 
them ; and there is ground to believe that, having 
conceived an opinion that it would be ittconfiftent 
With his honor to relinquifh it, his reprefentation 
was calculated to make them think too lightly of 
the obftacles which it was neceflary to furmount, 
and too highly of the importance of th<e place. 
They believed it to be impoffible for the garrifon 
to defend it much longer againfl; fo great a forcc^ 
and they imagined that hy the redut^ipa of it 
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BOOK they might ruin the trade of the United Provin- 

11. ces, and thus infurc fuccefs in the future operations 

i€ot» of the war. It was therefore determined that the 

archduke (hould continue the fiege , and that no 

aflfiftance (hould be with-held which could enable 

him to bring it to the defired conclufion. 

siefeofor. Their affiftance on the prefent occafion was 
the more ncccflary , as his own finances were al- 
moft entirely cxbaufted, and he had little pro- 
fpedl of receiving any confidcrable fupport from 
the aflembly of the ftates. He convened this af- 
fembly, however, and urged them» on account of 
the neceflity of his affairs « to grant him an imrae* 
diatc fupply. The deputies were liberal in their 
profeflGons ' of loyalty ; but, in return to his ap- 
plication , they reprefented that, in their prefent 
circumftances , it was impoffible for them to com- 
ply with his requeft, as the province of Brabant 
bad, almoft every feafon,'been obliged to pay the 
ttaofl: exorbitant contributions to the enemy, and 
not only that province but feveral others had long 
been cruelly robbed and plundered by the muti- 
neers. 

Confcious of the truth of this reprefentation , 
he could not pcrfift in his demand, but was obli- 
ged to reft fatisfied with what he received from 
th^ ftates -of Flanders , who , being more deeply 
intercfted than the reft in the conqueft of Oftend , 
contributed to the utmoft of their power to aflift 
him in carrying on the fiege. 

Having , fmce the failure of his late attempt , 
dcfpaired of being able to reduce the garrifon by 
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ftorra , his principal objecft now was tp intercept BOOK, 

the communication with the United Provinces, n. 

by blocking up the, entrance of the canal For '^^?' 

this purpofe he brought engineers from Italy and 

other places , and , by their diredion , various 

works were yndcrtaken at an immenfe cxpenfc. 

But at the mouth of the canal (heir labor was. 

rendered fruitlefe by the fury of the waves; and 

when they attempted to raife a dike and \)atterieai 

on the banks of the canal, Coniewhat nearer to thp 

town, they were not only expofed to the enemy's. 

artillery, but were often interrupted by the garrl- 

fon, who on different occafions {allied out upoa 

them, dcftroyed theijr works, and put great num*. 

bers to the fwbrd. In order to avoid the farther 

repetition of thefe difafters , they began a< a dift- 

ance from the canal, and out of the reach of the 

befieged , to conflrud huge machines , formed oi 

beams ftrongly bound together , whicb , whea 

fini(hed , they iptendcd to pufli for>yard tp the 

banks of the canal , and on thefe , after covering 

them with turf , draw , and other materials , to 

cred their batteries. But the finifliing of this, 

and other works which they attempted, required 

a confidcrabJe length of tinic ; a great part of the 

prefcnt year w^s fpent in preparing them , all the 

other operations of the fiege were thus relaxed. 

In the mean time abundant fupplies of ftores an4 

provifions vrerc introduced into the town. The 

garrifon , many of whom were fickly and wound; 

cd , was entirely changed. By the new garrifon , 

confifting of fclecS; troops , partly Britifti an4 partly 
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t O O K French and Dutch , all the damages which the for- 
II. tifications had fudained were repaired; and to little 
>««?»• dread was entertained of the fuccels of the befie* 
gers, that general Vere, with the confent of the 
ftates, went over to England , devolving the com- 
iBand , during his abfence , upon the fieur Frede* 
ric dc Dorp. ' 

The defence of Oftend had coft the United Pro- 
vinces about a hundred thoufand florins e.ach 
month, befides the pay of between fix and eight 
thoufand troops; yet, from the great increafe of 
their commerce , joined to the frugality of their 
manners , they were not only able to bear the bur- 
den of this expenfe , but to maintain a confider- 
able fleet, and at the (ame time to make fo great 
an augmentation of their fand- forces , that prince 
Maurice began his operations this campaign with 
twenty - four thoufand foot and fix thoufand hor- 
fe , a more powerful army than any former one 
which he had commanded fince the commence- 
ment of the waf. 
Tht v»«t«« In railing this army they were fecretly favored 
•*•'** "f^"* by Henry IV. who permitted the fieuf de Be- 
(of Frtnce , thune , of the houfe of Melun , to levy troops for 
Md the queea them in France; and in Germany, where they 
* *' were befriended by fome princes of the Proteftant 
religion , they raifed a body of two thoufand four 
hundred horfe. But their moft ufefui ally was 
the queen of England , who furnilhed them with 
three thoufand men to fill up the vacancies in 
the Englifl) regiments already in their fervice, and 
toon afctr fent them three thoufand more. The 
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obtaining of this reinforcement had been Sir F. BOOK 
Vere*s principal objed in going over to England, M» 
and he now returned from thence, and vras ap- ****** 
pointed to the command of all the Englifh forces. 

The Spanilh army , on the other hand , had not 
for many years been fo much reduced in num** 
ber as at the prefent period. Many had been 
killed , or had died of a peftilential difeafe , and 
q{ the hardihips which they had undergone be« 
{ore Oftend ; and the Italian and Spanilh muti« 
neers amounted to a confiderable number; not- 
"withftanding which , the court of Spain and the 
archduke were as obftinately as ever refolved to 
profecute the fiegc. The United States rejoiced 
at their obftinacy , and hoped it might ere long 
prove fatal to their power in the Netherlands. 
They confidered the prefent jundurc as the rooft 
favorable for adion which could occur , and there- 
fore had refolved ftrenuoufly to exert themfelves 
in attempting to make fome important conqueft in 
the fouthern provinces , which , in cafe the garrifon 
of Oftend fliould be obliged to capitulate , might 
full)^ compcnfate for the lofs. 

They bad conceived an expedation at this time 
that the people in the fouthern provinces, who 
had lately fuffered great oppreffion from the rapa- 
city of the mutineers, might be induced to (hake 
off the Spanilh yoke ; and in this expedation 
they publilhed a memorial addrefled to the dates 
of thefe provinces , enumerating the grievances 
which they muft be confcious of having fo long 
fuffered ; reprefenting how much they had been 

. H 4 
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BOOK abufed in the late king^s transference of the favem 
II* eignty over them to the archdukes , notwithftand« 
i4o«. jjjg which they were ftill is much as ever fubjed 
to the tyranny of Spain ; and calling upon them , 
in remembrance of their firft engagements , to re- 
turn into their former connexion and alliance with 
their kinfmen in the United Provinces. In order 
to procure attention to this memorial , they refo^> 
ved that their army fliould march into the heart 
of Brabant « to be ready to afford fupport to fuch 
of the inhabitants as (bould be willing to vindicate 
their libertv : and this meafure , it is faid , received 
the approbation both of the French monarch and 
the queen of England. 

But prince Maurice could not be fatisfied that 
it was either expedient or pradicable. The peo- 
ple, he thought, were too much inured to the 
Spanifli government, and too much overawe^ ky 
citadels and garrifons , to liften to the invitation: 
of the dates; and he dreaded the difficulty of be» 
( ing able to fupport fo numerous an army in an 
enemy's country for fo long a time as would be 
neceffary for the end in view. The Spanifli army , 
indeed, could not at prefent contend with him 
in the open field ; but they could harrafs him in 
his march, and intercept his convoys of provifions ; 
befides , that the archduke was in daily expedation 
of receiving a reinforcement of troops from Spain 
and Italy •. 

* Siri fays that Wauricc intended marching through Bra- 
bant to lay ficge to Nicuport , or fome other fea • coaft town* 
Yide vol i. p. iz6, Mem. recondite. 
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Moved by thefe confidcrations , the ftates con* BOO R 
fented that, till ic (hould appear whether their ii* 
laemorial was likely to prpduce the defired eflfed, *^®'* 
be (hoyld lead, his army along the eaft fide of 
Brabant; that, by keeping it near the Maefe, he 
might more eafily receive fupplies from the neu«» 
tral powers in that neighbourhood. Having af- 
fembled his army at Nimeguen, he paffcd the 
Maefe near Mark , and towards the end of June 
he had advanced as far as Mafeyk, when he was 
obliged to ftop for feve'ral days, through an un- 
juftifiabie adion of his Englifh troops, who hav- 
ing on their march fold a great part of the bread 
with which he had furnilhed them, could not pro* 
cure any in the country where they now were, 
and were obliged to bring it from a confiderablc 
diftance. This delay was , in the iifue , attended 
with important confequences. 

The archduke, having heard with much anxie-r 
ty that Maurice had begun his march, had dif- , 

patched Mcndoza , admiral of Arragon , who had 
lately been fet at liberty, with fix thoufand^foot 
and four thoufand horfe , to watch his motions ,^ 
and, if pofTible, to obftrud his progrefs. Men-» 
doza was come as far as Tienen , a fortified towr> 
in the centre of Brabant, and was there employed 
in calling up intrenchments to fecure his troops. 
Could prince Maurice have immediately advanced , 
he might have attacked him with the higheft pro? 
bability of fuccefs. But through the delay occafi- 
oncd by the improvident cpndud of the Englilh 
troops , Mendoza had not only full Icifure tq 
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BOOK complete his intrenchments, but received a reia- 
II. forcemeat of eight thoufand men, under the 
i»oa. marquis of Spinola , who at this time arrived from 
Italy , and , if the prince could have haftened for- 
ward, might eafily have been intercepted before 
he reached the Spanifh camp. Maurice ftill how- 
ever continued to advance , till he arrived within 
a little diftance of the enemy , and once and again 
offered battle; but, finding that Mendoza was un- 
alterably refolved to decline it, and was now too 
ftrong to be compelled , and confidering how dan- 
gerous it mud be, in the face of fo great a force, 
to remain much longer in a country where it was 
fo difficult^ to procure provifions , he returned hal^ 
tily towards the Maefe; and, about the middle of 
July, began to put in execution the only part of 
the general plan of his operations which he him-^ 
felf had judged pradicable, by laying fiegc to 
the town of Grave. 
SieM of This place , one of the ftrongeft in the Nether- 

Qnve. lands , and deemed of great importance , on iic- 
count of its fituation on the banks of the Maefe, 
and its neighbourhood to the dominions of the 
dates, had remained in the hands of the Spaniards, 
fince the year 1586, when, as above related, the 
young baron de Harmont, involved bimfelf in 
ruin and infamy, by furrendering it, without nc- 
' ceflity , to the duke of Parma. It was defended, 
at this time, by Antonio Gonfalez, a Spaniffi 
officer of diftinguiflicd racrii ; and , as the arch- 
duke had before- hand dreaded the danger which 
impended over this important place , he had fcnt 



PHILIP UL KING OF SPAIN. 107 

a body of feleA troops to > reinforce the garrifon , B O O IC 
which , after their arrival , amounted to fifteen IL 
hundred men. From fuch a governor and garri- ^^^^ 
fon Prince Maurice expedled to meet with the 
moft vigorous refiftance; and he could not doubt 
that Mendoza would quickly follow him, and at- 
tempt to compel him to raife the fiege. But he 
did not defpair of bringing his enterprife to a 
happy iffue before the approach of winter, pro- 
vided he could prevent the entrance intp the town 
of any farther reinforcement and fupply. With 
this view, he drew lines of circumvallation round 
his camp, extending from that part of the river 
which is above the town to that other part of it 
which is below. Thefe lines were more thaa 
half a German league in length , of an extraordi- 
nary height and depth , and ftrengthened by a 
great number of redoubts planted with cannon. 
While this laborious work was going on, he re- 
duced a fort belonging to the garrifon, on the 
other fide of the river , diredly oppofite to the 
town, and having ftati^ned a part of his troops 
there , he next threw two temporary bridges over 
the Maefe, one above, and the other below the 
town. When thefe works were finiflicd, the tbwa 
was completely invefted on every fide, and the 
garrifon muft, ere long, have found it neccffary 
to capitulate : but , as he knew not what quantity 
of (lores they pofTeffed, and confequently was 
Ignorant how long they might be able to fuftain 
the blockade , he refolved , in order to fave time, 
to carry on the fiege in the ufual form ^ and im» 
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BOOK mediately began by opening trenches in different 
II. quarters, to make regular approaches to the town. 
if\o». A cotemporary hiftorian *, who upon the fpot 

examined the various works which prince Mau« 
rice executed on this occafion , fpeaks of them 
as the mod mafterly which had ever been exhi- 
bited in anyfiege. In order the more effeduall/ 
to (ave his men from the enemy's fire , the tren- 
ches were made of a greater depth than ufual ; 
both the workmen and foldiers were, at every ap- 
proach , fecured agatinfl the fallies of the garrifon , 
by mounds and batteries ; and when the trenches 
vrere advanced within a certain diflance of the 
fortifications , fpacious covered ways, of fufficient 
breadth to admit of carriages, were formed, which 
led from the trenches to the ditch. The garrifon 
made frequent fallies, in which they difplayed the 
moft unqueftionable bravery ; but , through the 
. precautions mentioned , they were as often rcpul- 
fed with lols, while few of the befiegers were 
killed either in thefe fallies , or by the artillery of 
the place. 

Mendoza had, in the mean time, advanced 
. from Tienen as far as Venlo, which (lands on the 
banks of the Maefe, about twelve German miles 
bigher than Grave , and there deliberated with his 
council of war, whether it was practicable to 
compel prince Maurice to raife the fiege. But he 
quickly perceived how vain and ruinous it muft 
prove to attack a numerous enemy in fuch ftrong 
intrencbments, for whom he was not an equal 

Van Mftereiu 
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match in the open field; and therefore hcrefolvcd BOOK 
to reft fatisficd with introducing a reinforcement 11. 
of feled troops into the place. Had this meafure '*®-' 
been attended with fuccefs, it muft have rather 
fervcd to haften than to retard the furrender , as 
the ftock of provifions in the town tnuft thereby 
have been fooner confumed. It was adopted, 
however, by Mendoza, who was probably more 
influenced by the dread of the reproach which he 
would incur, if he made no attempt, than by the 
profpeft of any advantage that could accrue from it. 
The execution of this enterprifc was commit- 
ted to an Italian general of the name of Spina; 
who was ordered, with a thoufand chofen troops, 
to attack the enemy's intrenchmcnts in the night, 
at a place where they appeared to be the weakeft, 
and to attempt to force his way acrofs their camp 
into the town. 

Another party, equal in number, was appoint- 
ed to fupport him, and, in cafe of a repulfe, to 
fecure his retreat; while a third detachment was 
fent to make a feigned attack in another quarter , 
in the hopes of dividing the attention of the be- 
fiegers , and thereby rendering it cafier for Spina 
to execute his dcfign. But prince Maurice was 
every where upon his guard. The Spaniards 
were rcpulfed ; and , leaving behind them thelt 
carriages, with their fcaling ladders , '^ and other 
apparatus , they fled precipitately to theit camp. 

Mendoza, now defpairing offuccefs, retired ^^^^. 
with his whole army towarflsMaeftricht, and, a 
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BOOK few days after, the garrifon capitulated upon ba- 
il, norable terms '. 

1602. Durine the courfc of thcfe tranladlions the con- 

tending parties exerted tbemlelves at lea , with 
fomewhat greater vigor , than for feveral years 
preceding. 1 he court of Spain had , before the 
prefent period, fenta fquadron of gallies to cruife 
on the coaft of Flanders, under the command of 
Frederic Spinola, a Genoefe nobleman, who had 
ferved under the duke of Parma , atid given fome 
diftinguiibed proofs of vigor and abilities. From 
this fquadron the Dutch trade had fuftained con- 
fiderable prejudice: and Spinoia, encouraged by 
his fuccefs , having gone himfelf to Madrid to fo- 
licit an augmentation^ of his fleet, had obtained 
fix gallies more, which he had condudedin fafety 
into the harbour of Sluys* This harbour afforded 
him the mod commodious (belter and retreat. 
His gallies lying at anchor in the canal which 
leads to it, ifTued forth againd the enemy when 
they were lead prepared to oppofe them, and 
cither took or funk a great number of their tra- 
ding veffels. With a more numerous fquadron , 
and a greater number of foldiers on board, he 
would have ventured to a greater diftance from 
the coaft, and thus have in fome meafure inter- 
cepted the communication of Oftend with Holland 
and Zealand. He could likewife have foroetimes 
ventured to m^ke a defcent upon their coafts ; or 
have entered their harbours and canals, and feized 
or burnt their (hipping. 

' VanMetcren, 1. xxiv. Bentivoglio, part Hi. lib. vif. 
Grotius, lib. undecimo, Heroic Acts of L'rince Maurice, &6» 
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ImprefTed with a convJt^ion that from fucli fpi- ] 
riced naval enterprifes the enemy muft fuffer more 
eiTentialty than from the fiege of their towns , or 
the operations of the Spanifbarnay in the6etd, he 
this year made a fecond journey into Spain, after 
having comniunicated his intention to his elder 
brodier Ambrofc , the celebrated marquis of Spi< 
nola. This nobleman , fo juftly renowned oo ac- 
count of the miliury talents which he afterwards 
difplayed, had not yet entered into public life, 
though he was at this time about thirty years of 
age. But his ambition was now roufed by his 
brother's fucccfe , and being confcious of great 
abilities, be refolded henceforth to avail himfelf of 
his fortune, which was one ofthegreatell in Genoa, 
in order to render himfelf illudrious. 

information communicated 
, conceived an opinion that 
rlands might be fuccefsfully 
le empowered his brother to 
of Spain that, in cafe they 
leirtation of the number of 
, he would raife at his own 
;ht thoufand troops, to be 
If, and to ferve occafionalty 
s fleet. 

Rer readily confentcd to this 
propofal, and gave the marquis a commillion For 
levying the troops , while orders were at the lame 
time iflued for the equipment of the gallies. The 
marquis, with the alGftance of his numerous 
fiiends, and of the count de; i<uentes, governor 
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BOOK of Milan, pundually fulfilled his part of tlie 
II. agreement , and , as above related ♦ arrived with 
i«oa. his troops in the Netherlands at a fortunate junc^ 
ture y when , without his aid , the admiral of Ar- 
ragon muft have abandoned the province of Bra- 
bant to the army of the United Provinces. 

His brother was not fo fortunate in conducing 
from Spain the gallies with which the king had 
furniflied him. They were eight in number, 
with above a thouland foldiers on boards and fif- 
teen hundred flaves, who ferved as rowersw But 
two of thefc gallies were , before their departure ^ 
burnt by fome, Englifli fliips of war on the coaft 
of Portugal; and other three, having been inter- 
cepted by anEngliOiand Dutch fquadron, which 
lay in wait for them in the narrow feas , and either 
taken or deftroyed , Frederic arrived in Flanders 
only with the remaining three. 

He was deeply aflfeded by this difafter. His 
force, which he had been at fd great pains in foli- 
citing, was ftill too fmall for carrying the dcfigns 
which he had formed into execution, and for feveral 
months he could not engage in any memorable cil- 
terprife. But, having become impatient under this 
inadivity which neceflity impofed on him, he ven- 
tured with eight gallics, having a great number of 
Ibldiers on board, and fome frigates, to attack afqua- 
dron of Dutch fliips of war , which had for fome 
time been ftationed on the coaft. The contcft was 
bloody and obftinate on both fides; but as the 
Dutch were favored by the wind , and could na- 
* vigate their fliips with greater dejcterity , they were 

enabled 
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enabled to avoid grappling with the Spaniards , BOOS 
and had thus a much fmaller number killed. Ac 11. 
length Frederic hirafelf received a mortal wound, ^^ 
of which he died foon after, and his fleet, dif- 
heartened by this calamity, and perceiving that 
their utmofl efforts to come to clofe Bght were ia- 
efiedual , retired into the canal of Sluys *. 

The marquis of Spinola was at this time em- 
ployed in raifing troops in luly, and ftill enter- 
taiued the hopes of being able to carry his firft 
(lefign into execution; but his brother's death, 
joined to the weaknefs of the Spaailh fleet at Sluys, 
obliging him to abandon it, he now refolved to 
turn his attention from the fea to the land-fervice , 
and with this intention he returned to the Nether- 
lands, where the archduke was difpofed to give 
him every mark of cfteem and confidence. 

cr before flood fo much 
id affidance of his friends, 
made him by the court 
in part fulBlled , and the 
oops, occafioaed by his 
rrears , had rifen to the 

retreated after their re- m«ii>t ■«« 
pulfe in attempting to raife the ficge of Grave, '"■ 

than almoft all the Italians , except thofe who were 
commanded by the marquis of Spinola, rcfufed to 
obey the order which the admiral of Arragoa 
bad ilTued for their marching towards JVIaeflricht, 
- and withdrew chemfelves in a body from tho 
JHetcren , Bentvoglio , &G. 

Vol. 1. I 
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J O o K camp. They vrere accompanied by feveral ofB« 
II. cers of expetience and abilities, and by thefe 
i603« men conduded towards Hochftrate , a fortified 
town in Brabant, of which, as they came upon 
Uie garrifon by furprife ^ they eafily acquired pof- 
lefliom Their number having been augmented 
by other mutineers, who flocked to them from 
every quarter, foon amounted to three thouland 
foot and two thoufand horfe, and almoft the' 
whole of them were veteran foldiers , diftinguifh- 
td for their knowledge ,of military difcipline. 
Having chofen an eled, or leader, and filled up 
from amon^ themfelves the places of all fuch offi^ 
cers as had not joined in the mutiny , they eftab* 
liflied, with general confent, a fyftem of regu* 
lations which they judged necelTary for their fafe* 
ty and prefervation , after which they applied 
themfelves to (Ireogthen the fortitications of the 
town , and then fent out parties to lay the inha- 
bitants of the adjacent country under contributi- 
ons. Emboldened by their numbers , they made 
incurfions into the interior and more diftant parts 
of the province, and when the people refufed to 
comply with their exorbitant demands, they laid 
waftc the country , and indulged themfelves in 
every fpecies of injury and outrage. This populous 
and fertile provin(5e had long been expofed to the 
inroads of the troops of the United States ; but 
ihey had never been treated with fo great cruelty 
by the enemy as on this occafion , by the troops 
which had been hired for their defence. 
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X 

» * ' - 

The archduke having convened the ftates to. BOOK 
deliberate concerning a proper remedy for thefe ii. 
diforders , he was urged by that affembly to cm- »*^ 
ploy whatever money could be raifed to give the 
foldiers immediate fatisfadlion with regard to their 
arrears, becaufe without this they repreCented the, 
country muft be involved in utter ruin. 

Rut Albert , confcious that he had not funds 
{ufficient at once to fatisfy the mutineers , and ta 
pay the arrears due to his other troops; and 
judging , from paft experience , that unlets he 
could fatisfy them all , the example of thofe who 
had mutinied would be quickly followed by theic 
companions, for this reafon he entertained fome 
doubt of the prudence of the advice which the; 
ftates had given him, and declined complying 
with it , till he fhould know the fentiments of the 
court of Spain. 

That court ought to have been fenfible of the MifcondBft 
folly of expeding that difcipline could be main- ^i*|,i^ 
tained among troops, efpecially foreign troops, 
unintcrefted in the iffue of the war , whea thei^ 
pay was witb-held from them. They ought, long 
before this time, to have perceived the abfurdity 
of keeping an army on foot, which they were un- 
able to fupport. They ought, on the prefent 
occafion, to have refolved to reduce the number 
of their troops, and to reft fatisfied with a defen- 
five war, or, by greater eco'nomy at home, to 
enable themfelvcs to make more liberal remiuan* 
ces to the archduke, or to have put an end to the 
war, by empowering him to grant to the United 

I Z 
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BOOK States fucb terms of peace as they were wilting 
- II. to accept. But, inflead of adopting any of thefe 
*••*• meafures , which prudence and neceffity required , 
they refolved that, for an example to the reft of 
the army , the mutineers ought to be reduced to 
obedience by force, and for this end they gave 
orders for levying feveral new regiments with the 
utmod poffible expedition. It does not appear 
that the archduke was difTatisiied with this refolu- 
tton of the Spanilfa council, and he inftantly 
applied bimfelf to carry it into execution. More 
than half a year was fpent in raifing the troops , 
and making the other neceflary preparations ; and 
during all that time, the people of Brabant were 
expoifed to the violence and depredations of the 
routineers, in order to intimidate them Albert 
publiflied an edi<fl of profcription , in which he 
declared , if they did not return to their duty in 
^ree days after receiving the copy of the edidt 
which he fcnt them,^ they ihouid be confidered 
as rebels to his government, and be all put to 
the fword without mercy. To this edid the 
mutineers publifhed an anfwer, exprefled in the 
BDoft contemptuous terms. They were more than 
ever cxafperated, and they refolved that, rather 
than fubmit to a prince, by whom they thought 
their fervices were fo ungratefully requited , they 
would enter into the fervice of the United States » 
and make him feel the weight of their refentment. 
janmry «« Agreeably to this refolution they fcnt a depu- 
I604* t^tion of their number to prince Maurice, to in* 
quire v^hether , in cafe they \^ere attacked by the 
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archduke's forces, he vrould afford them his pro- BOOK 
tcdion. Maurice, conformably to his conduct on 11. 
a former occafion , gave them the moft gracious '^♦• 
reception, and agreed that, in cafe they ftould l^J^wm 
be obliged to abandon Hochftrate , they pnight proteaed by 
retire with fafety under the walls of Breda, Bergen ^^••'^*** 
op Zoom, or Swenberg. He likewife permitted 
them to purchafe provifions in thefe towns, and 
left them ground to hope that, if Albert fliould 
not be induced to treat them with greater lenity , be 
would exert himfelf to the utmoft in their behalf. 

The United States confidered this mutiny as 
the moft fortunate event that could have happened, 
becaufe it woyld greatly retard the archduke's 
operations in tlie fiege of Qftend , and prevent 
him from engaging in any new entcrprifc during 
the prefent campaign. They highly apprpved 
therefore of the prince's condud with regard to 
the mutineers , and empowered him to enter into 
a formal treaty with them, of which the follow- 
ing were the principal conditions; that, in returii 
for his affiftance againft the Spaniards , they would 
ferve in his army for the reft of the campaign; 
and farther, that in the cafe of an accommodatipn 
with the archduke , they would not carry arnis 
for four months againft the United Provinces. 
The ftates believed that this treaty could not cx» 

Iofc them to the imputation of ading ungenerouf- 
y towards an enemy , whofe whole cpndu<ft in 
the war they regarded as' tyrannical and unjuft; 
and they thought themfelves juftified for foment 
ing the mutiny , by the pra(Aice of moft nations ^ 

I3 
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BOOK and particularly of the Spaniards themrdves , Mrbo 
II. on all occafions encouraged defertion from the 
*^** arms of their enemy. 

The archduke was greatly alarmed when he 
received intelligence of this tranfadlion, and, be- 

' ing at the fame tinric more than ever incenfed 

againft the mutineers, he colledted his troops with 
the greateft expedition which the ftate of his afr 
fairs would permit, ^nd fent them, under the 
command of Frederic , count of Berg , to lay 
fiege to Hochftrate. Thefe troops amounted to 
feven thoufand foot, and three thoufand horfe; 
and , as Hochftrate was but indifferently fortiBed, 
be muft have foon compelled the mutineers to lay 
down their arms; but prince Maurice, already 
prepared to fulfil his agreement with the muti. 
jieers, advanced towards him with a fupcrior ar^ 

jutyia ^y^ which he had afTembled at Gertrudenburgh , 
and before the count had time to make any pror 
grefe in the fiege, obliged him to retire into the 
interior parts of the province, 

Maurice foflowcd him for fome time , but find- 
ing it impoflible to overtake him, without enter- 
ing too far into the enemy's country , he fuddenly 
returned and laid fiege to Bois le Due. He had 
lately given the mutineers a proof of the truft 
which he repofed in them , by ente^ng their 
^amp with only feven or eight of his attendants; 
and, on the prefent occafio^i, he gave them ti 
farther proof of confidence, by employing them 
^equally with his own troops in the operations of 
tjie fieee. . , 

r I 
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The archduke , extremely anxious for the pre- BOOS 
fervation of Bois le Due , which \ke confidered as 11. 
one of the moft important frontier towns. Tent a }^^ 
Tcinforccment of troops to the count of Berg ^ and ^^fi*^^ ^f 
ordered him to march without delay to its reUei pnnct 
The count's army was now nearly equal to that of ^•'*'^'* 
the enemy, and he arrived in time fo feiie an im« 
portant fiation adjacent to the town , which prince 
JVlaurice had not found leifure to fecure. Fron& 
this Ration hc> could eafily introduce Vrhatevcr 
xeinforcemcnts or fupplies were neccffanry. But 
the inhabitants, having hitherto fuccefsfully defended 
the place without the affiftance of the Spaiiiards^ 
were utterly averfe to the, admilCon of regular 
forces^ The count labored* to perfuade them 
that their prefervation entirely depended oil. ad* 
mitting them, but they refufed to liftcn to his 
requeft; and prince Maurice ftill entertatoed the 
hopes of being able to bring the fiege to.tbe de« 
fired conclufion, .. ,t, > 

At length the archdwJce, having comd^hitiiTelf 
to Bois le Due, endeavouired, but in^vcAiiy tb 
overcome the obftinacy of the citizens ,'tiU having 
obtained their permiflion to fuflfer a body of WaL 
Icons to pafs through the town , under the' pretext 
of their being neceffary to; oppofe the tnHmy oti 
the other fide, he called them together, while the 
Walloons were within the walls, and. once more 
rcprefented to them the neceffity of yielding^ to his 
defire , if they meant to preferve their 4^1igion 
and their liberty. They remained ftill as averfeas 
ever to l|is propofal ; . but believing thati iffhile • 

l4 
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9 O o. K (o grea^ ai number of bis troops were witbin the 

II* town , it would be in vain to refufe tbeir confent, 

'^^ they agreed with much reludance to admit a gar- 

rifon of three thoufand regular fortes; and at the 

iame time a large fupply of (lores and prdvifions 

were introduced. 

The two armies continued for fome time longer 
in fight of each other, and feveral (kirmifbes paft 
between them with various fuccefe* At length 
prince Maurice defpairing , on accoimt of the 
approach of winter , to bring the fiege to the 
defired iflfue, abandoned his intrenchments, and 
retired in good order to fome diftance from the 
town. There he remained a whole day, in ex* 
pedation that the enemy might now be induced 
to rifle a battle; but being informed, that fo far 
from intending this , they had , as foon as he left 
his intrenchments,, direded their march towards 
the interior parts of the province , he broke up his 
camp , and put his troops into winter-quarters. 

Tb!the mutineers, who reprefented to him that 
Hockftrate was too fmall for their accommoda* 
tibn, he afligned the town of Grave, of which he 
bimfelf was lord paramount , retaining the cita- 
del in hii own hands, and requiring that Hoch- 
Arate fliould be put into his poffeffion. He like- 
wife entered on this occafion into a new agree- 
ment with them; the conditions of which they 
continued religioufly to fulfil till the following 
year, when the archduke, (landing nuich in need 
of dieirafliftance, and dreading that many of bis 
otfeer troops were about to join thjem, found it 
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nccethry to grant them an ad of indemnity for all t o O it 

pad offences , together with full and immediate pay- lu 

mtnt of their arrears *. **®^ 

In the courfe of the tranfadtions related in this ^^^^^ •"* , 

., , t'l'iat character oc 

book an important event happened , m which both Elizabeth • 
theoontending powers were equally interefted , the q^een of 
death of Elizabeth , queen of England. .This great ^"^'•"^ 
princefs, whofe reign was fo long and profperous, 
had through her whole life enjoyed uninterrupted 
health , which fhe had been careful to preferve by 
regular exercife , and the ftrideft temperance. But 
towards the end of the preceding year, having 
been feized with a cold , which confined her for 
feveral days, (he found her ftrengthcohfiderably. 
impaired ; and, in the hopes of deriving benefit 
from a change of air^ flie removed from Weft- 
minfler to Richmond; but there fhe grew daily 
worfe , could neither fleep nor eat as ufual , and 
though her pulfe was regular , (he complained of 
a burning heat in her (lomach , and a: perpetual 
thirft. * Both her looks and fpirits had from the 
beginning been greatly affeded ; bufinelsof every 
kind bad become an intolerable burden to her; 
and at length (he funk into a deep melancholy, 
exprefling the angui(h of her mind by tears and 
groaas, and obftinately refufing nouri(bment, as 
well as all the medicines which the phyficians pre* 
fcribed for her recovery. This melancholy might 
have entirely proceeded from her bodily indifp6(i- 
tion , although , from fome late difcoveries , there 

' Van Meteren , lib. xxv. xxvi. BeaitifogUo , part iii. 
lib. Tii. Fiafecii Chronica an. s6o). 
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BOOK is ground to believe that it was greatly heightened. 
If. if not principally occafioned, by remorfe and grief 
«6cj» conceived on account of her having ordered the 
execution of her favorite , the earl of Effex, But 
to vrhatever caufe her dejedlion of raind vras 
owing , it preyed upon her exhaufted frame , and 
in a few weeks put a period to her life , in the 
feventieth year of her age ^ and the forty • fifth of 
her reign. 

It is not furprifmg that we meet with fuch con- 
tradidory defcriptions of the chara<fler of this prin- 
cefs in the cotemporary hiftorians , whofe paffions 
vrere too much inflamed to fufFer them ta judge 
impartially of her charader : but it (hould feem 
impoflible for any perfon , who is not blinded by 
prejudice , to refufe her a place among the moft 
illuftrious princes of whom we read either in an- 
cient or in modern times. 

She was not indeed exempt from the imper- 
ifedions that are incident to humanity^ and /he 
was fubjed to feveral ofthofe weakneffe^ which 
characterize her fex. She cannot be vindicated 
from the imputation 6f female vanity , atid the 
love of admiration on account of her exterior 
accompli (hments. We (hould have loved her more 
if (he had been more gentle and indulgent, lefs 
imperious and violent , or more candid and fin- 
ceifCi From natural temper, hei^ paffions of every 
kind were ftron^ai^d vehement, and, among her 
<5ooniers, they fonMtimes betrayed her into ini- 
proprieties ; bqt, they were .nimoft never permit- 
ted <q influence her public condud, M'hich was 
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uniformly regulated by the principles of prudence, BOOK 
and a regard for the public good ; even her am- lU 
bition was controlled and governed by thefe prin» *^^ 
ciples, of which (be gave a rare and fignal proof, 
when fhe refufed to accept of the fovereignty of 
the United Provinces. . Her penetr^ttion and fa- 
gacity , her prudence and forefight , her intrepid 
dity in the midft of danger* her adivity and vi- 
gor, her (leadinefs and perfeverance , and her wife 
economy, which prompted her to fave every 
unneceffary expenfe , however fmall , while it 
permitted and enabled her to undergo thcgreateft, 
when neceffity required ; thefe qualities in her 
charadcr , which are acknowledged by her ene- 
mies, as well as her admirers, no prince, of whom 
we read in hiftory, appears to have poffeffed in a 
more eminent degree. 

Few princes have been placed in fo difficult cir- 
cumftances, or have had fo many, and fuch for- 
midable enemies to oppofe; yet almoft no prinde 
ever enjoyed a reign fo Jong and profperous. While 
the neighbouring nations were almoft continually 
involved in the calamities of war, fhe was able, 
notwithftanding the unremitted attempts of her 
foreign enemies, and her popifb fubjedls^, to pre- 
ferve her dominions in almoft uninterrupted peace. 
Nor did her own fubjcds only reap the fruits of 
her great abilities, but her friends were every 
where fupported and proteded by her 'powei>; 
while her enemies, though poffeffed of much great- 
er refources, were either checked and r^ftraincd, 
or humbled and overcome: without her judicious 
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BOOK interpoficion , tbe reformation in Scotland mufh 
II. have been extinguilhed ; a race of popifh princes 
i60i. indft have inherited the crown of that {kingdom ; 
and. the di£ference of religion there, and in Eng- 
land , joined to the hereditary right of the Scottifh 
princes to the Englifh throne » whilft it mud have 
proved a copious fource of difcord, would long 
have prevented the union of two nations , which 
muft have often been unhappy while they remain- 
ed, divided and were, by nature, deftined to be one. 
Nor werd the benefits which mankind derived 
from her wife and adive reign confined to Bri- 
tain ; but it is likewife probable , that without her 
aid and her exertions , the proteftants in France 
mufl have been extirpated ; the bed and greateft 
of the French monarchs mud have been excluded 
from the throne; France itfelf muft have funk 
under the Spanifh yoke; the republic of the Uni- 
ted Provinces muft have been cruflied in its in- 
fancy; and an overgrown and enormous power 
eftablifhed , which muft h^ve overwhelmed the 
liberties of Europe , and prolonged the reign of 
ignorance, bigotry, and fuperftition. 

Her death gave equal forrow to the, Dutch as 
it afforded joy to the archdukes and the court of 
Spain. The former wore thereby deprived of a 
powerful friend , who had often fupported them 
in the time of their diftrefs ; whereas the latter 
were delivered from a determined enemy , by 
whom they had been long controlled in all their 
enterprifes. 
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The afflidlion of the former was the more fin- 
cere , becaufe they had ground to fufpcd that 
Elizabeth's fucceflor had not the fame favorable 
fentlments of their caufe , nor the fame affedion 
for their republic , as the queen had entertained. 
James, though of a gentle and indulgent temper, i 
averfe to the exercife of defpotic power, had j 
conceivtd the moft extravagant notions of the 
meafure of obedience due from fubjcfls to their 
print g naturally open and unTeferved^ 

ha'd, :arions, condemned the conduA 

of i ites , and given them the name 

of rt rightful fovercign. The court 

of S[ IS to conciliate his favor , had 

before the death of Elizabeth, made him an offer 
of their afliftance to vindicate his right to the 
EngliQi crown , in cafe he fhould meet with oppo- 
the queen's death bad no 
ertands than the archduke, 
th England as at an end, 
n, forbidding all hoflilities 
he king of England, and 
md Englifii prifoners to be 
ike orders were iflued by 
id, in return to thefe ad- 
vances, James, by proclamation, recalled the leu 
tersof marque which had been granted againft the 
Spaniards by Elizabeth. 

From thefe concurring circumHances, the dates 
perceived how little ground they had to hope for 
the friendQiip of the Engliih monarch,. They 
* See Gonfilex Dav^a, 
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BOOK rcfolvcd, however, that nothing fliould be wanting 
II. on their part , which might induce him to change 
i«o3« his fentimcnts, and , for this end, they fent a fo- 
Ictan embafly, at the head of which were the ce- 
lebrated Barnevelt, Lord of Temple, and prince 
Henry Frederic , brother to prince Maurice , to 
congratulate him on his acceflion, and to folicit 
! his renewing the alliance which had fubfiftcd be- 
tween them and Elizabeth. 
AnbaF«dor$ Tbefe ambafladors , on their arrival in London ^ 
^'»^®"*"*» found that the fufpicions which the ftates had en- 
SpmiB, to the tertained of the king's prejudice againft them, were 
l^ingofGrcit byt too Well founded. James ftill continued to 
Bnuuu employ the fame difrefpcdful language ^ when he 
fpoke of their republic as formerly ; nor could they 
at firft obtain an audience. After fome delay, 
they were at length admitted, into his prefence, 
through the perfuafion of his Englilb counfeltors. 
But though Barnevelt exerted all his eloquence , 
which he poffeffed in fo eminent a degree, to make 
him fenfible of the danger to which Britain would 
be expofed, if, by with- holding his afliflance , 
he flioiild fufifer the United Provinces to fall back 
again under the dominion of Spain , he could only 
draw from him a general and vague reply : " That 
he had not , at prefent , leifure to confider fully of 
the fubjed which had been propofed to his confi- 
deration, and would not, therefore, now declare 
what reiblution he Ihould form ; but he was him- 
felf defirous to live at peace with them , and all 
his neighbours j and , in cafe they would imitate 
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his example, he would chearfully employ his good BOOK 
offices to procure them peace with Spain, upon n. 
reafonablc terms. " ifios* 

It fofficiently appeared from this reply , that the 
plan of condti^dl which the king had formed , was 
extremely different from that which had been pur* 
fued by his predeceffor ; and the ambafTadors would 
have immediately returned home , in defpair df 
being able to interefl him in their behalf, had not 
they been in daily expedation of the arrival of 
the French ambaifador ; through whofe interceflion 
they hoped that James might be induced to lend 
a more favorable ear to their requeft. 

Henry had appointed for his ambaffador to Eng- 
land, on this occafion, the marquis of Rofni'^ 
whom , on account of his fuperior talents and 
fidelity , he efteemed the mod of all his minifters. 
No fubjed: had ever performed more important 
fervices to his prince ; and Henry could not , 
without great inconvenience , fpare a minifter fo 
neceflary to him in the adminiilration of his king* 
dom. But from various reports, which were pro* 
pagated at this time, he had conceived a fufpicion 
that James might be perfuaded to enter into an 
alliance with the court of Spain , and no perfon 
he believed was more likely to engage him to al- 
ter his intention than Rofni , whom he highly 
refpeded on account pf his inviolable attachment 
to the proteftant religion , and ufed to celebrate as 
the greated ftatcfman in Europe* 

^ Afceiwaids duke of Sully^ 
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BOOK James vras highly pleafed with Henry's chofd^^ 
11. of his ambaflador, and received him with more 
"•*^^* than ordinary marks of diftindion and regard. It. 
had been reported to him by fome of the partiDins 
of Spain , that Henry , and even Rofni himfelf » 
had fpoken difrefpedfully of his charader * ; and 
James fo far dcfcended from his dignity as to n>€n-^ 
tipn what he had heard to the marquis ; but the 
impreffion which it had made upon him was eafily 
effaced ; and Rofni , from his firft audience , coa« 
ceived the hopes of being able to accomplilh the 
pbjed of his embafTy. 

A party among the Engh'fb minifters were , not 
without reafon , fufpedled to be attached to the 
interefts of Spain , and others , dreading the dii* 
ficulties which they mud encounter in providing 
funds for carrying on the war, were averfe to all 
engagements either to France or the ftates gene- 
ral. From thefe men , the propofals of the French 
monarch met with confiderable oppofition. But 
the ambaffador , having been admitted by the 
king to a private audience , and having explained 
to him at full length his mafter*s views , which 
he ihowed were all calculated to promote the ge- 
neral intereft of Europe , and the fecurity of the 
proteftant religion , whereas the court of Spain 
were daily giving frefli proofs of the moft inordi- 
nate and turbulent ambition ; he had the addrefs 
to convince him^ that a regard to the fafety of his 
dominions, as well as the intereft of his religion ^ 

required 

It was reported to htm , that Henry had called him 
captain of arts , and clerk of arms. 
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required that he fhould joio bimfelf with France , BOOK 
and refolve to fupport the Uflited Provinces. A 11. 
treaty of alliance to this purpofe, was accordingly '**•'• 
drawn up, andfoon after figned and ratified; of 
which the following were the principal articles. , 

That the two kings fhould mutually contri- 
bute their affiftance to prevent the Dutch from 
being overpowered by the Spaniards; that » for 
this purpofe, afufficient number of troops fhould 
be levied within the dominions of the king of 
£ngland , and fent from thence to the Nether- 
lands as foon as poffible ; that the whole expenfe 
of ttiefe troops fhould be defrayed by the king of 
France, but that the half * of whst he advanced , 
Biould be deduded from the debt which he owed 
to Elizabeth. It was refolved, that in order ta 
avoid an open rupture with the court of Spain the 
utmoft fecrecy fhould be obfcrved in levying the 
troops, and in tranfporting them to the continent; 
but it was agreed , that in cafe thefe tranfadiotit 
could not be concealed , and the Spaniards , in re« 
venge for the aflillance afforded to the Dutch ^ 
(bould attack either, or both of the contradling 
princes, they fhould mutually affift each other, 
and furnifh fuch a number of troops, to be enoh- 
ployed by fea or land , as fbould be judged. fuf« 
ficient for their mutual defence, and the prefer* 
vation of the United Provinces '*- 

* Grodiis fays two thircb. 

" So1It'« Menoits, hook xri. Ctetc't Wtaef t/[ta$i 
knd. 

Vol. I. jC 



130 HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

8 00 K James immediately fulfilled bis part of tfais 

U. agreement, by givjpg fecrct orders to the lord 

li^a. Buccleugh to raife a body of two thoufand men 

in Scotland ; who , fome months after , were fent 

over to join the army of the Rates "• 

The archdukes and the court of Spain were 
greatly alarmed, when they heard of the kind 
reception which the king had given to the French 
ambaflador, and they fufpeded that fome treacy 
liad been concluded between them. It does not, 
however t appear that they received particular in- 
telligence of the purport of it; and they dill en- 
tertained the hopes of being able to fix James in 
their intereft. 

The archdukes had early fent over the count 
d'Aremberg , as their ambaffador, to congratu- 
late him on his acceffion ; and foon after Don 
John de Taxis, count of Villa Mediana , arrived 
in the faipe capacity from Spain. It was com- 
monly believed that the former of thefe noble- 
men , who was edeemed as a foldier , but was ex- 
tremely ill qualified for his prefent employment, 
had, foon after his arrival in England, given his 
countenance to a confpiracy , formed by the lords 
Grey, Cobham, Sir Walter Raleigh, and others, 
for fubverting the prefent government, and raiC- 
ing Arabella Stuart to the throne. It /bould feem 
that he had, at ieaft, lent an ear to the confpira- 
tors, without thinking it incumbent on him to 

" Carte and Meteren , Vittorio Siri, tom.i. p. 148- 
For the precife fum due to Elizabeth , vide Sully , book xxu 
near the b^kining. 
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communicate their intention to the king's minif- BOOK 
ters; and by this imprudent condudt he rendered 11, 
himfelf fo obnoxious to James, that, in his hands, **^» 
uo treaty of. agreement with his matter could 
have fucceeded. But James was ftill as much 
as ever bent on peace with Spain 4 nor had he 
meant to preclude himfelf from concluding it by 
his treaty of alliance with the French monarch. 

Taxis left no art untried to confirm him in this 
pacific difpofition; and, at the fame time, labor- 
ed to remove thofe prejudices againft the Spa- 
niards which he had long entertained, and had 
been lately awakened by count d'Aremberg's con- 
cern in the cortfpiracy. He was warmly feconded 
by the queen, whoj being attached to the Spa- 
ni/h intereft, had conceived the defire of having 
the young prince , her fon , married to the' in- 
fanta 5 and , by bribes and promifes , it was be- 
lieved, he had gained over a confiderable party 
of the Englilli counfellors. 

Tlie French king and thd dates general , thought 
they had much reafon to dread the influence o£ 
fuch powerful agents, and they employed all 
their intetcft to counteradt them, and to divert 
the king from his intention. James gave them 
repeated aflurances that Henry (bould have no 
ground to complain of him for any breach of the 
alliance into which he had fo lately entered, nor 
the ftates for being inattentive to their intereft; 
but the prefcnt fituation of his affairs, he told 
them, rendered it neceffary for him to put an end 
to the Spanifli war. 
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BOOK ^^ accordingly gave orders to his niinifters for 

II. holding conferences for this purpofe, with the 

M04. Spanifli and Fleroifh atnbafTadors, and in the 

mean time caufed an entire (lop to be put to aU 

hoftilities. 

Thofe appointed by the archdukes were d'A- 
remberg, and Richard of Verreicken; and Rou« 
ida , a fenator of Milan, had come over to the af; 
fiftance of Taxis. 

. The letter which Taxis brought to James from 
the king of Spain was addrefTed to him not in the 
ufualftyle. To our Brother, but to our Cou&n; 
and, in enumerating James's titles, though France 
was mentioned, Ireland was omitted. James laugh- 
ed at the latter of thefe abfurdicies , into which 
he fuppofed the Spanifli court had been led, by 
their complaifance to the pope , who had publifli- 
ed a bull, declaring Ireland to be a fief of the 
holy. fee; but he fharply exprefTed his refentment 
at the term Coufin. 

It foon appeared that the claims of the two na- 
tions on each other, were but few in number. 
No conquefts had been made by either of the two 
parties , which the other could infill to have re- 
flored; and neither of them claimed an indemni- 
fication for the expenfes of the war; but there 
were two points which were difficult to be adjuft- 
ed , and occafioned the holding of many confer- 
ences. The Spaniards, on the one hand, infixed 
that James fliould engage to prevent his fubjedtt 
from entering for the future into the fervice of 
the United States ; and he , oai the other ^ required 
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that they fliould enjdjr the liberty of trade to b O o IC 
the Indies. ^ 11. 

The Spanifli ambaflador reprefented, that his •*o** 
nafter had expeifted to 6nd in his Btitaneic tna- 
jcfty, a good and faithful ally; and hoped to 
have formed an oflenfive and defenfive alliance 
vrithhioi, but if he was ftill determined, in imi- 
tation of his predeceflbr, to give afTidance to the 
Tcbels in the Netherlands , it was impoITible but 
the catholic king muft confider him rather as aa 
enemy than a friend. ' The Englifli commiiSoners 
replied, that their mafter could not now regard 
the Dutch in theligbt of rebels; their fovereigntyr 
Iiad d by fome of the greateft 

prim d the king bad , on his ac- 

«iHi a connexion fubfifling be- 

twe< ngliOi fubjeifts as could not 

be d onfiderable prejudice to hi£ 

Icing erefore refolved to permit ?<■« t>r. 

then «lhin his dominions as for. ^""V'"'* 

ncrl ded to obfcrve a (lrii5l ncu^ hnj. 

trah 10 grant the fame permilfion 

to t the king of Spain, and far- 

ther to eogage that he fliould not fend any of his 
own troops to the afliftance of the flates , nor fur- 
nifli them cither with money or with military 
ftores. The Spaoilh commiffioners finding , after 
feveral conferences, that all their remonftrances 
on this head proved ineffcflual, were obliged to 
acquiefce in the king's propofal. 

The other article above mentioned, which re- 
lated to the India trade , was the fiibjed of fcveral 
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BOOK conferences, and of great altercation between the 
)l. commiflioners. The Spaniards maintained that, 
i«04. as they were the firft difcoverers of the Indies, 
and their rig^ht to thefe countries had been con* 
firmed by the fovereign pontiff, no other nation 
was entitled to trade there without their permif^ 
lion ; that for weighty r^afons they had refufed 
to grant this permiflion ; not only to the king of 
France in the treaty of Vervios, but likewife to 
the emperor, and to the archdukes; that thefQ 
realbns (lill fubfilled , and therefore they muft not 
only decline granting it to the Englifb, but infift 
that the king of England (hall, by proclamation, 
prohibit all his fubjeds from cotitinuing to trade 
in India , as they had done for fome years paft. 

This chimerical pretendon was treated by thf 
Englilb commiflGoners with the contempt which 
it merited; the Spaniards themfelyes had traded 
to many parts of India , befides thofe where 
they had eftablifbed their dominion ; and no rea* 
fon could be given why the Englifb (hould not; 
enjoy the fame liberty. James peremptorily refufed 
to publifh the prohibition which was requeued of 
him. His fubjeds had for many years been in 
poiTeflion of the India trade,. apd be refoJved that 
they (hould not be deprived of it by any article 
in the prefent treaty. 

The difputes on this fubjed rofe to fo great si 
height as to give ground to apprehend that the 
conferences would have proved abortive; but, as 
both parties were eagerly bent on peace, it was at 
length propofed that no mention whatever ibould 
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be made of the Indies in the treaty, and to this book: 
propofal they both yielded their confent. Il, 

All the other articles were eafily adjufted; but *^°^ 
as Taxis had not plenipotentiary powers, the 
figning of it was delayed for fome time longer. 
This, however, had been referved for Don John 
de Velafco, duke of Frias, and conftable of Caf- 
tile, who , feveral months before had come to 
Bruffels, in his way to England: but had remain, 
cd till now in Flanders , either on account of his 
health, which was the excufe he offered for his 
delay, or, as was fufpedled by the Englifh, be- 
caufe be judged it to be incompatible with his 
dignity to come over to England till he knew that 
peace would certainly be concluded. He bad re- 
quefted the Englilh monarch to fend his commif- 
fioners to treat with him in the Netherlands; but 
James declined complying with this requeft, be- 
caufe the catholic king, he faid, had firft offered 
to fend his ambaffador to England, and he chofe 
to have the treaty carried on under his own eye ". 

Velafco arrived at Dover on the 5th of Au- 
gun, and was from thence condudled by fome 
Eng/i/h noblemen fent to receive him, with great 
pomp to London. The treaty was figned on the 
19th of Auguft, and next day was ratified by the 
king ". The publication of it gave general fatis- 

Carte, Sully, Beaumont, Meteren, ^nd Siri, Mem^ 
recondite , torn. i. p. 200, &c. 

" It was not till the following year that the carl of Not- 
tingham, lord high admiral , was fent to Madrid to witneffl 
Ihe notification of this treaty , by the king of Spain, 

K4 
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BOOK tdt6ioa both to the Spaoifli and Engliib nations ; 

11* but was luucceptable to tbc t^glifh failors , be* 

f^o^ CAufe th^y alone » by the numerous captures 

they had o^^de , had, derived any advantage from 

tbc war '*. 
During the courfe of tbefe negociations , the 
• war ia the ^Netherlands was carried on with more 
than ordinary vigor. The fiege of Oftend had 
lafted formore than two years and a halff and the 
befiegers , during all that time , had exerted their 
utmofl ftreqgth and (kill, yet fo vigorous was the 
oppofmoo which they received from the garrifon, 
thai: tfacj^ had not been able to make any confi* 
derable imprcffion on tbc place. Thofe huge 
mapbinfSjjiibovc-roientiQned, which were intended 
for blocking up the canal, were bo fooner brought 
within reacji of the artillery of the town, than, 
by the wcll-direded (hot of the befiegers, they 
were either denaoliibed or fet on fire. The be- 
fieged too made innumerable fallies, in which 
they displayed the moft determined intrepidity, 
and . ^ompl^ted the deflruiflion of fuch parts of 

the Spanish works as could pot be reached by the 

artillery. 

The principal engineer gpiployed in conftrudl* 
ing thefe works was Pompeo Targone , an Italian , 
who.poffelted an inventivp genius, but had never 
till now enjoyed an opportunity of reducing his 
thecrrie« to pradtice. Of this man's ingenuity the 
archduke qiilortunatefy entertained too favorable 

For farther paiiiculara relating to this treaty fee^ 
jippeniix, A. 
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an opinion , and was thus too eafily induced to BOOK 
approve of projeds, which, on trial, were found ii. 
irapradlicable , but were attended in the execu- ^^^ 
tion with immenfc expenfe. His machines were 
all con(lru6led at fome diftance from the town , 
but when they were brought forward to the pla- 
ces whete they were to be ufed , they were ex- 
pofcd ,. either to the violence of the tide, or to 
the fire of the befiegers; and it often happened 
that works were in a few hours deftroyed , or ren- 
dered ufelefs, on which the labor of many weeks 
had been employed* 

Tbe archduke came at length to be undeceived 
in the expedations which he had formed of the 
fuccefs of thefe works. * His patience was now 
greatly exhauded; and he began to fufped that 
the repeated difappointments which he had inet^ 
with mud be in a great meafure owing to the 
want of (kill or vigor on the part of thofe to 
whom he had committed the condud of the fiege. 

The marquis of Spinola had been only a few^ 
months in the Netherlands, and, till his arrival 
there, had never witneffed any military operatic 
ons ; yet Albert , with the confent of the court of 
Spain , refolved to devolve an him the command The eoau 
of the army, and the profecution of this fiege, mmdofth© 
in which the ftrenuous efforts of his moft experi- my given to 
enced commanders had been of fo little avail, ^^e marquis 
la forming this refolution it was generally believed ^ p "® »• 
that , in the ilTue , he would find he had been be« 
trayed into ftill greater imprudence than when he 
repofed fuch undeferved confidence in the abilities 
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BOOK of Targonc , and many of his officers were great- 
11. )y incenfed at a choice fo expreffive of his diftnift 
i«o«. in their abilities; but having conceived a high 
admiration of Spinola , partly on account of his 
fpirited conduct in fome enterprifes of froall im- 
portance in which he had been engaged, and partly 
from the prudence and fagacity , of vrhich he had 
given proof as often as he had confulted him on 
the condud of the war, Albert perfifted in his 
refolution , and was juftified by the event. 

Spinola was highly pleafed , with fo flattering a 
diftindlion, but could not avoid feeling much an« 
xiety when the archduke communicated to him his 
intention. He hefitated for fome time whether 
to accept , at fo critical a jundure , of fo import- 
ant a command, in which $ inftead of acquiring 
feme, he might, at his very entrance upon the mi- 
litary life, expofe himfelf tofo great a rifle of incur- 
ring cenfurc and reproach : and therefore , before 
he agreed to the archduke's propofal, he eonven* 
ed together fuch of the officers as he confided in , 
and defired them deliberately to confider whether 
it was pradicablc to bring the fiege of Oftend to 
the defired conclufion. 

Thefe men differed widely from each other in 
their fentiments on the fubjedl , and only contri- 
buted to increafe his perplexity. But, being con* 
fcious of refources within himfelf, of which 
thofe who attempted to difluade him could form 
no conception, his hopes and his ambition at length 
prevailed over his doubts and fears, and deter- 
mined him to accept of the command; 
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The failure of many cnterprifcs , he believed , BOOK 
had been greatly owing to^tbe mutinous fpirit of 11. 
the troops, occa(ioned by the irregularity of their ^^^ 
pay ; and to remedy this evil was the firft objedl 
to which he applied his attention. Upon inquiry , 
he found that large fums of money had been mif- 
applied, or embezzled by thofe who had the care 
of the military cbeft. Thefe perfbns he difmifled 
from their employments, and fubftituted others, 
upon a plan of greater economy, in their room. 
But he ftill perceived that the military funds were 
too fmalJ to enable him to keep the troops in good 
humor, and at the fame time to carry on fuccefs- 
fuJJy all the expenfive operations of the fiege. 
Of the truth of this he fpared no pains to convince 
the archduke and the Spanifh minifters; and, in 
the mean time , till they fliould devife expedients 
for furnifliing him with more ample fupplies, he 
pledged his private fortune for fuch confiderable 
fums , as put it in bis power to give inftant fatis« 
faction to the troops. 

In conducting the operations of the fiege, his 
deference for the judgment of the archduke deter- 
iDfned him to perfift for fome time longer in the 
attempt, which had coftfo much expcnfe of blood 
and iabor, to intercept the navigation of the ca«. 
nal ; and , in order to form the intended dike, and 
batteries on the banks of it, great quantities of 
ftoncs and earth and other materials were brought 
from a diftance , on floats or rafts c(/nftrudled by 
Targonc. But this work ^ being expofed both to 
the fire and the fallies of the befieged, advanced 
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BOOK flowly* It could not be finifhcd , be perceived « 
IK for many months; and, even vfhtn it (bould be 
><^^ fini(bed , though it would render the navigation 
of the canal more difficult to the Dutch Ibips , yet 
many of them , be forefaw , by taking advantage 
of the night, and winds and tides, might elude 
bis batteries, and the garrifon dill continue to re* 
ceive fupplies. In order to prevent this, Targone. 
bad, with the archduke's approbation, begun to 
ered, on large boats ftrongly bound together, a 
huge floating caftle , whiph be propofed to ftation 
in the mouth of the canal , and to plant it with 
cannon. But Spinola confidered this project as 
chimerical. A pile fo huge and unwieldy could no^ 
be fufpeded, be brought from the place where the 
engineer was employed in building it to the mouth 
of the canal; although it fhould be found pradi« 
cable to do this , yet the machine would not long 
refill the violence of the tide; and, unlefs a dike 
of an extraordinary height and ftrength could be 
raifed to (belter it^ it would foon be demoUQied 
by the artillery of the town. 

Determined by tbefe motives, Spinola aban* 
doned the defign of blocking up the oanal , and 
refolvcd , henceforth , to employ his whole ftrength 
in carrying on the fiege by mines, batteries, and 
aflaults. The archduke, notwithftanding the re* 
pulfe which he had met with in the affault above* 
related, would, on the fecond day after, have 
refumed his attempt, if the troops', difcontented 
with his treatment of them on that occafion, had 
not reftiCcd to obey. But the whole army was now 
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under the mod perfed difcipline, and having no BOOK 
longer any ground to complain of their want of lu 
pay , they were ready to give every proof of their '^♦^ 
attachment to their general , from whom they had 
received fo much greater attention than had for- 
merly been fhown them. Encouraged by this 
difpofition of his army, Spinola iflued his orders 
for a general aflault , in the fame quarter where 
the former One had failed , at the fmall canal which 
encompaffed the fortifications on the weft. In or- ' 

der to infpire his troops with emulation , he divi- 
ded them intQ four battalions, one of which was 
entirely compofed of Germans, the fecond of 
Spaniards, the third of Italians, and the fourth of 
WsiUoons , and other foldiers raifed in the county 
of Burgundy* Great quantities of materials had 
been provided for forming dikes accrofs the canal, 
at thofe parts where he intended the troops ^ould 
pals; and the foremoft ranks were ordered to 
carry before them a fort of rampart formed of 
twigs and faggots, to fcreen them from the fire 
of the enemy's fmall arms in their approach. 

The garrifon, having received intelligence of 
bis defign, were well prepared for their defence ; 
sind the aflailants had no fooner entered the canal 
than they began a dreadful fire upon them , both 
with their fmall arms and their artillery. Great 
numbers fell^ notwithftanding the precautions 
which had been taken : ftill , however , they con« 
tinned to advance. The Walloons having beea 
flacioned fartheft from the fea, where the canal was 
of the imaileft depths yrcre the firft who arrived 
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BOOK on the Other fide, and the reft of the army quickly 
II. lollowed. The garrifon ftill maintained their 
1604. ground, and kept up an inceflant fire, by which 
the braveft of the aflailants fell in heaps above one 
' another. Spinola was in the midft of his troops, 
giving orders, and exhorting them to perfevere. 
They were animated by his example , as well as 
his exhortations, and it being now become more 
dangerous to retreat than to advance , they baftened 
forward with the moft defperate intrepidity, and 
attacked the ravelins and halfmoons which defend- 
ed the counterfcarp. The garrifon withftood their 
fury for fome time ; but at length , after great num- 
bers had fallen on both fides , they were compelled to 
abandon thc;ir outworks, and retire within the ditch. 
Spinola could not at this time attempt with 
fafety to proceed any farther in the attack ; but , 
having covered his men from the enemy's fire, he 
immediately began , by working trenches , to 
make ftill nearer approaches to the place ^\ 

The ftates general were in the mean time dcli^ 
berating whether to attempt to raife the fiegc, 
•l>y marching the army to Oftend ; or to undertake 
fome new conqueft on the coaft of Flanders , by 
which the lofs of Oftend, which they had now 
, more reafon to dread than ever, might be com- 
penfated. After mature deliberation, the latter 
of thefe meafures was adopted , as the eaficft to be 
carried into execution ; and it was agreed to un- 
dertake the redudion of Sluys " , which , as it 

** Bentivoglio, part. lii. lib. vii. 

" See volume iii. p. 78. -of Philip IL 



PHILIP III. KING OF SPAIN. 143 

by nearer to the United Provinces , would prove book 
ia every refped a more valuable poffeffion than ii. 
Oftend. i«04. 

The troops were ordered to rendezvous ^t 
Williamftadt, where prince Maurice , attended by 
the deputies of the ftates , arrived on the 24th of 
April, and next day he fet fail with upwards of 
twelve thoufand men for the ifle of Cadfant, 
which is feparated from Sluys by the great canal. 
Having difembarked without oppofition , he fooa 
reduced all the forts upon the ifland. From Cad« 
fant he paffed pver into that part of Flanders 
which lies to the eaftward of Sluys, and laid 
fiege to a ftrong fort called St. Catherine. The 
garrifon of this fort, having made a more vigor. 
ous refiftance than he expeded , he refolved , ra- 
ther than be detained before it any longer, tp leave 
it behind him in the enemy's poffeffion , and gave 
orders for having his artillery drawn off in the 
middle of the night ; but one of his cannon tiav- 
ing funk in a marOi , a great number of failors 
were employed in railing it, who made fo great 
a buftk and noife, that the garrifon, believing the 
whole Dutch army to be at hand , and that they 
were removing their artillery to a more advan* 
tag-ecus fituation, in order to renew the attack, 
were feized with a panic, and fled precipitately 
towards ifendyck. Of this uhexpe<Sed event the 
prince received intelligence next morning, when 
Jie took poffeffion of the fort : and from thence he 
proceeded to Ifendyck, Ardenburgh, and other pla- 
ces, all of wiiich hd eafily compelled to furrcnder- 
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1 O K In the mean time Spinola, having been Inform- 
II. ed by Serrano, the governor of Sluys, of thedan- 
»«04. ger which threatened him, fent him a reinforce- 
inent of three hundred men. With this reinforce- 
nent, joined to as great a number of the garrifon 
as could be fpared, Serrano, who was an officer 
diftinguifbed for his adlivity and enterprife, re- 
folved to embrace the opportunity which the prc- 
fent diftance of prince Maurice's atmy afforded 
him , to make an attack on the tfle of Cadfant 

Had his dcfign fucceeded, he muft have got 
poffeflion of all the Dutch tranfports , together 
with their military (lores, and thus have render- 
ed it impradicable for Maurice to proceed in his 
intended enterprife againft Sluys. Some compa- 
nies of Scots troops, which had been Rationed in 
Cadfant , having no apprehenfion of danger , were 
o£F their guard , and Serrano had time to land fix 
hundred of his men without oppofuion ; but the 
Scots, having foon received intelligence of their 
landing, fet out inftantly to oppofe them , and hav- 
ing come upon them , before they were completely 
formed, attacked them with uncommon fury, and 
drove them back in great confufion to their boats* 

The prince had now fubdued all the fortified 
places which lay to the eaft of Sluys , and was ad- 
vancing weftward , when he was met by Velafca , 
general of the archduke's cavalry , who had been, 
fent to obftrudt his progrefs. Velafco had pofted 
his troops in a ftrong fituation, near Dam, which 
{lands on the canal of Bruges. He had the good 
fortune in the beginning to rc;pulfe at party of the 

Dutch 
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Dutch horfe , who went font before the reft of the BOOK 
army to attack bis intrenchments ; but the infan- ik 
try coining up, he was ovferpowered by numbers. *«04# 
About eight hundred of his men were killed and 
taken prifoners, and he himfelf with the reft was 
obliged to retire precipitately towards Dam. 

After this fuccefs Maurice, judging it unne- 
ceflary to lofe time in laying fiege to this fort^ 
proceeded in his march , and , with little difficulty, 
made himfelf mafter of all the forts on the great 
canal, by which Sluys communicates with the fea; 
immediately after which he afligned their feveral 
ftations to his troops in the neighbourhood of the 
town; and began to form a line of circumvallation 
round the place, by working deep intrenchments, 
where the foil permitted , cafting bridges over the 
numberlefs little canals and rivulets , by which 
the ground is almoft every where interfered, 
and fortifying the whole at certain diftances with 
redoubts *'. 

In thtfe laborious operations , feveral weeks 
were employed, and before the works werefinifli^ 
ed, the archduke found means, at different times, 
to reinforce the garrifon with fifteen hundred men. 
Prince Maurice was not forry for the inirodudion gj***^ 
of tfacfe troops into the town. He had received 
certain intelligence that the ftock of provifions in 

'' In orHer more deeply to ijmpreft the minds of hit foldii* 
m with a fenfe of the importance of their prefent enterprife, 
Maurice appointed the 21ft of May to be ohferved as a day of 
failing and of prayer to the Almighty ^ for his bleflin^ upon ^ 
their arms. 

Vol. I. Xs 
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A o o K the place , was not fuflicient long to fupport lb 

II. great a number ; be bad no intention to carry on. 

»604. tbc fiege by batteries or afliiults , and be hoped 

foon to be able to render the blockade fo com-^ 

plete , as to prevent the entrance of fupplies. 

The archduke , on the other hand , expedled ere 
long to be able to raife the fiege , and dreaded no 
danger but from the weaknefs of the garrifon* 
He vras deeply fenfible of the great importance of 
Sluys , which , befides affording the moft commo- 
dious retreat to theSpanifli gallies, was conveni- 
ently fituated for an invafion of the Unitcfd Provin- 
ces , and enabled him to give great annoyance to 
their trade. He could not, however, perfuade 
himfelf to forego the fruits of his long continued 
labors before OHend , by raifmg the fiege of that 
place; but he refolved , for fome time, to fufpend 
his operations there, and fignified to Spinola, his 
defire that he fhould immediately march to the re- 
lief of Sluys , leaving no more troops behind him, 
than were fufficient to reftrain the fallies of the 
garrifon. 

Spinola, who was well acquainted with the 
charader of prince Maurice, had a juft fenfe of 
the difficulty of carrying the archduke's defign into 
execution, and remonftrated againft it as imprac« 
ticable ; but finding that Albert could not be pre- 
vailed on to alter his refolution, he agreed to ac* 
* cept of the command , upon condition that the 
officers of greateft experience fhould accompany 
him in the expedition. He could hardly flatter 
himfelf with the hopes of fuccefs » and he wiA^ed 
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that others fbould partake in the cenfure which he BOOK 
■was likely to incur. The archduke readily con- n. 
fented to this propofal; and, being joined pn this ^^o^ 
occafion by a great number of the mutineers ^ 
who had been perfuaded to return to their duty, 
he began his march wiih Ax thoufand foot, and 
two thoufand horfe, befides a train of artillery, 
and a large convoy of provifions- 

The garrifon of Slqys had already begun to fuf- 
fer greatly from the want of wholefome food; and 
Serrano bad repeatedly fent notice « that without a 
fupply, he could not pofljbly hold out for many ^ 
days longer. Spinola therefore advanced towards 
SJuys with the utmoft expedition ; and , having 
received intelligence that the weakcft part of the 
enemy's lines was >at a village called Tcrvarde , he 
made an attack upon them in that quarter i^ in ^ 
the middle of the night But the Dutch troops 
were prepared for his recepj:ion; and though be 
had taken every precaution to infure fucccfs, lie 
was obliged , after Repeated attenrtpts , to retire 
with coniiderable lofs. 

He then fetched a compafs round by Arden* 
burgh , and direded his march towards the ifle oi 
Cadfant, in the hopes of making bimfelf maAer 
of that ifland, from whence he might by water 
introduce provifions into Sluys. He expe^eti to 
have come upon the enemy in furprifc , by ford- 
ing the canal which feparates Cadfant from Flan- 
ders on the eaft. But prince Maurice, having 
fufpedied his defign , had planted a half moon 
battery there, and ftationed lome feled droops to 
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BOOK difpute his paflage , under count William of Naf- 
II. iau. Over thcfe troops , Spinola at firft gained 
Mo#. fomc advantage , and drew them from the bat- 
tery : but Maurice bimfelf , coming up vrith frelh 
troops to their aflidance, Spinola was, at length, 

AvfiOL obliged to abandon his attempt , after an obftinate 
conteft , in which he fuffered the lofs of five hun* 
dred killed , and as many wounded. 

Had not Spinola entered with reludance on his 
prefent enterprife, his prudence might juftly have 
been impeached; but as his difapprobation of it, 
and his diffidence of fuccefs were known to the 
enemy by intercepted letters , as it had been known 
from the beginning to his friends, and nothing 
bad been wanting on his part to carry it into fuc- 
cefsful execution ; it ferved , notwithftanding his 
repulfe , to heighten his charader for military (kill, 
and confirmed the archduke in the high opinion 
which he entertained of his abilities. 

Aiifuft X9. He returned without delay to Oftend ; and , on 
the fccond day after his retreat, Serrano, the go- 
pernor of Sluys , capitulated upon honorable tercns. 
His garfifon amounted to four thoufand men , 
befides a great number of flaves, who had formerly 
been employed on board the gallies; but his 

CapitniaHon ftock of provifions had , feveral days before, been 
"'** entirely confumed,- and theftrength of the foldiers 
was fa 'much impaired , that more than fixty of 
theifa died on the road to Dam, which is only 
two hours march from Sluys. 

By one article of the capitulation , all the artil- 
lery and military ftores, and by another^ all the 
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Ifaips and ten SpaniHi gallics, which had fo long flOOK 
infefted the Dutch trade, were delivered into the 11. 
hands of the conqueror. »»••• 

Fourteen hundred flaves , the greater part of 
whom were Turks , were fet at liberty ; and as 
many of them chofe to return to their native 
country , the United States , in order to conciliate 
the {riendHiip of the Corlairs, treated them with 
great humanity while they remained in Holland, 
an : them in Dutch fhips to Ban- 

ba 

prince Maurice acquired frott 
fo lueft, was greatly heighteacd 

b) which men generally inftituted 

be _ ity of his progrefs , and the 

flownels of that of the Spaniards before Ollend. 
Judicious obfervers thought there was hardly 
room for this comparifon , the two cafes being ex- 
tremely different in the moft important refpcds 
from each other ; but it was univerfally acknow 
ledged that Maurice had, on no former occafion, 
difcovered greater vigor and vigilance, or greater 
military {kill. 

The archduke , on the other hand , was f*> 
verely mortified ; nor was he entirely free from 
apprehenfion of being ere long fubjedted to a ftill 
greater mortification , as a confiderable part of 
the feafon fit for adion flill remained, and he ex< 
peifted that Maurice, whofe army had fufiered al< 
moil no diminution , would next attempt to compel 

" GroiiuB, lib. liii. Meterea, and the tiiumplu trf 
NalTaa. Bentivt^o, p. }. cap. rii. 

t 3 
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1 d o K him CO raife the fiege of Oftend In order to 
II. prevent this, which he would have confidered as 
>.^^* the greateft calamity that could befal him , he 
gave immediate orders for ftrengthening the for- 
tifications of Dam , Blackenbcrg , and other places* 
by which the prince's army could approach. 

But Maurice had no intention of entering fo 
far into an enemy's country, whofe forces were 
fuperior in number to his own ; and the ftates ge- 
neral v highly fatisBed with the fuccefh which had 
already attended their arms , refolved to employ 
thefemainder of the feafon in fecuring their new 
conqueds. No expenfe was fpared to render 
Sluys impregnable, and Cadfant, Ifendyck, and 
feveral other places in the neighbourhood of Sluys, 
were ftrongly fortifiedr 

The marquis of Spinola had, in the mean time, 
refumed his operations before Oftend , and was 
daily making nearer approaches to the town. He 
had already eroded the ditch , and compelled the 
garrifon to retire from all that part of the place 
called the old town , but one redoubt " , from 
.which, as it was confiderably elevated above the 
other fortifications , the befieged made dreadful 
havoc among his troops. He refolved, what- 
ever it fhould coft him , to make himfelf mafter 
of this redoubt His Spaniih and Italian troops , 
having been again and again repulfed with great 
llaughter, could not be perfuaded to renew the 
attack: and this arduous undertaking was there- 
fore committed to two regiments of Germans, who 
^ Caiicd the fand-hilL 
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allured by proroifes , and pufhed on by emulation B O ifc 
to execute what the Italians and Spaniards ha^ ii. 
abandoned in defpair , advanced towards the fort '^®** 
with the moft determined intrepidity. The gar* 
rifon fprung a mine upon the foremoft of thefe 
regiments, and blew up a great number of them 
in the air. The reft , however , fupported by the 
fecond regiment, ftill continued to advance, and 
having attacked the garrifon fword in hand, they 
drove them with irrefiftible fury from the place. 

The garrifon , by the advice of a Scotch cngi. 
necr of the name of Dixter , had provided againft 
this difafter, by drawing a ftrong intrenchment 
flanked with baftions , and fortified with artillery ^ 
betwixt the old and the new part of the town ; 
and behind this , they had likewife drawn another 
intrenchment of the lame kind , acrofs the middle 
of the new town; being determined to difpute 
every inch of ground , and to maintain their defence 
till the laft extremity. 

From the progrefs, however, which Spinola had 
already made , and the (kill and vigor with which 
his operations were conduced , it could not be 
doubted , that he muft ere long get poffeflion of 
the place.. The garrifon ftill continued to make 
the moft vigorous tallies upon his miners and his 
troops; but fince they had loft the fort of Sand* 
hill, thefe (allies were made at a much greater 
expenfe of blood, on their part, than formerly: 
their new works had not yet acquired the fame 
folidity and ftrength ^ tfaofe from which they had 
been expelled; and, being now confined vrithin 

L4 



151 HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

BOOK fuch narrow limits as could not admit of any con* 

II. fiderable reinforcement of frc(h troops, they were 

Mtk)^ expofed to much greater danger than before , of 

being overpowered in every aflault, by the fuperior 

numbers of the enemy. 

The flates general, influenced by thefc conGder- 
ations, and thinking it extremely doubtful whe« 
ther the prefervation of Oftend , (ince the con* 
quell of Sluys , was an objeA worthy of the ex- 
penfe and attention it mud cod, refolved to per* 
fift no longer in the defence, and fent inftrudions 
to the fieur dc Marquette, the governor, to pre* 
pare himfelf for capitulating upon honorable 
terms. 

On receiving thefe inftrudions , Marquette im" 
mediately conveyed to Flufhing, by the fhips 
which were then lying in the harbour, all deferters, 
and other perfons » who bad any particular reafons 
for dreading the enemy's rcfentnient , together 
with a part of the artillery and (lores ; after which 
he fent two of his principal officers to treat with 
Spinola of the furrender of the place. 

This general, whether from admiration of that 
intrepid bravery which the garrifon h^d difplayed, 
or becaufe he was ftill diffident of fuccefs , and 
defirous to avoid the further effufion of blood, 
Oftend capi* readily agreed that the garrifon fliould march out 
tiiiatet. with all the honors of war, and be fafely con* 
duded by land to Sluys ; that waggons fbould be 
furni(hed to the fick and wounded ; that the in- 
habitants ihould be at liberty to quit the town 
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without inoleftation ; and that all prifoners on BOOK 
both fides (bould be releafed. This agreement 11. 
was made on the 20th of September , in the be- mo4. 
ginning of the fourth year fince the commence* 
ment of the fiege ; and on the fecond day after , 
Spinola was put in poffcflion of the town. He re* 
ligioufly fulfilled all the articles of the capitulati- 
on, and while the garrifon were preparing to fet 
out , he gave proof of a generofity of fpirit , of 
which no other inftance has occurred in the hif- 
tory of the prefent war, by inviting the governor, 
and all colonels and captains in the place , to 
a magnificent entertainment , where he treated 
them with every^ mark of diftindlion and refpedl* 

From Oftend , the governor marched at the 
head of his garrifon , amounting to near four 
thoufand men, with a fmall train of artillery, 
along the fea-coaft, till they arrived in the neigh- 
bourhood of Sluys , where they were met by prin- 
ce Maurice , who received them in the moft 
gracious matlner , and gave them every teftimony 
of applaufe and gratitude. They were foon after 
followed by almoft the whole body of inhabit* 
ants , who chofe rather to refide at Sluys than 
Oftend ; and the chief magiftrate of Oftend was 
ap|>ointed chief magiftrate of Sluys. 

Such was the termination of this celebrated 
fiege, which, befides an enormous cxpenfe of 
labor and military ftores , had coft the contend- 
ing parties the lives of near a hundred thoufand 
men. Oftend could not, on any account, be 
deemed worthy of this expenfe ; yet the Dutch 
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BOOK fccmcd to have adcd wifely in defending it with 
II. fo great obftinacy. They could, no where elfc, 
'^<^ have encountered the enemy on more advantage- 
ous terms: and, while the fiege continued, they 
not only enjoyed profound tranquillity at home, 
but were at liberty to fecure and extend their 
frontier, by the acquilition of Rhinberg, Grave, 
Caiifant , Ifendyck and Sluys. 

1 he conduct of the archduke does not admit 
of any fuch apology. Hardly any of the places 
which he had loi\ was of lefs importance than 
Oftend ; and Sluys , from its excellent harbour, 
and its neighbourhood to Zealand, was of much 
greater importance. His arms, at a juncture, 
when his finances were low, and his troops muti- 
nous , ought rather to have been employed in de- 
fending his own dominions , than in attacking 
thofe of the enemy : and if he had found leifure 
for adling ofifenfively, he ought to have made 
his attack on fome place of eafier conqueft , in 
the prefervation of which the United Provinces 
were more deeply intercfted. 

But if he ever came to be fenfible of bis error, 
it was not till he thought that it could not be 
retrieved with honor; and he was encouraged 
to perfift in it by the Spanilh rainifters , who 
were at too great a diftance from the fcene of 
adion to judge of the condud which it was pro- 
per to purfue. 

But there was reafon now to exped that nei- 
ther the archduke, nor the court of Spain, would 
for the future be guilty of the &me fort of 



PHILIP m. KING OF SPAIN. 155 

imprudent condudl, as that into which , on difife- fi O O K 
rent occaGons , they had been hitherto betrayed ; 11. 
as both he and they ^ere impreffed \vith a juft *^' 
efleem of the prudence and great abilities of the 
marquis of Spinola, and had refolved to devolve 
on him the entire diredion of the war. He had 
already given ftriking proofs of fuperior capacity ; 
and no perfon doubted that he would ftill be 
found defefving of that extraordinary confidence 
that was repofed in him. 

A chief fource , Spinola knew , of thofc difap- 
pointments and lofTes which Albert had fuftained, 
was his irregularity in the pay of his troops, and 
in order to remedy, this evil , the marquis re- 
folved "cither to reduce their number , or to be 
well afTured of procuring more ample funds for 
their fupport. Rut no fufficient funds could be 
procured , unlefs they were furnilfaed by the court 
of Spain, and therefore, as foon as he put his 
army intp winter quarters, he fet out for IVladrid, 
in the hopes of being able to convince the Spanifh 
minifters of the neceffity of either making greater 
exertions, and (urnifhing more liberal fupplies, 
or of refolving as foon as poffiblc to put a period 
to the war. 

The Spaniih finances were in no better order scarcity of 
at this time than at any former period. From thepreci©uf 
that decay of induftry , of which the caufes have ^^J*** 
been already mentioned 5^ Spain was no longer 
able to furnifli either her colonies or herfelf with 
manufadures of her own production. The gold 
and filver which fiie imported from America no 



\ 
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BOOK fooner arrived , than it was tranfroitted , for the 
II. purchafe of manufadures , to other nations that 
stf04. vrere more induftrious ; and the fcarcity of the 
precious metals in Spain « had rifen to fo great a 
height, that the duke of Lerma had , laft year^ 
raifed the nominal value of the copper-coin ^ 
"which by a royal edidl was made nearly equal to 
that of Olver. But this abfurd expedient ferved 
only to increafe the evil which it was intended 
to prevent or remedy **. 

Counterfeit copper - money , of equal intrinfic 
value to the current coin in Spain , was poured 
into that kingdom by the neighb^ouring nations ; 
thefe nations , at the fame time , received gold 
and filver in return ; they ftill continued likewife 
, to receive the price of their manufadures in gold 
and filver. And thus was Spain more than ever 
drained of thefe precious metals. The diftrefs 
arifing from thence was fenfibly felt from one end 
of the kingdom to the other, and the minifters 
ofben found it difficult to procure money fufficient 
for the neceffary purpofes of government. But , 
TiMcovrt being now delivered from the burden of the war 
of Madrid ^j^h England, and hoping that henceforth the 
carry on the rctums of treafure from America would be greater 
WW. and more certain than they had hitherto been , 

they refolved, in conformity to the king's incli- 
nation, to fpare no expenfe to enable the arch- 
duke to carry on the war in the Netherlands with 
vigor. 
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Agreeably to this refolution , the marquis of B O O x: 
Spinola, to whom Philip, on this occafion, gave ii. 
every proof of eftecm and confidence, was im- ^^^ 
loediately furnifhed with a confiderable fum of 
money. The ftrongeft afliirances were likewife 
'given him , by the minifters of greater pundua* 
lity in their future remittances; and there was at 
the fame time conferred upon him , full power to 
employ all the money which he received , or was 
afterwards to receive , in the manner which he 
Ibould judge to be moft expedient. The condudt 
of the archduke , it feems , and that of thofe to 
whom he had committed the adminiftration of his 
finances, had rendered this precaution neceflfary; 
he had never obferved that ftridl economy which 
the exigencies of his affairs required ; and it 
would appear, that being fenfible of this defedi 
in his charadler, and confcious of his inability to 
corred it, he was well pleafed to have the difpofal 
of the money fent from Spain , devolved upoa 
Spinola. 

The marquis having thus accompliflied the de« 
fign of his journey to Madrid , and obtained from 
Philip and his minifters their approbation of his 
plan of operations for the next campaigh, returned 
without delay to Bruffels. The firft objedl of his 
attention was to remove every ground of difcon-^ 
tent among bis troops , by applying a part of the 
money which he had brought along with him to 
the difcharge of their arrears; immediately after 
which , be gave orders for making ntfmerous le* 
vies in Germany and in the Souihera Provinces 
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BOOK of the Netherlands. The Spanifli miniftcrs had 

II. promifcd to fend him a veteran regiment from 

M05. Spain by fea; and they bad given inftrudions to 

the governors of Naples and Milan, to provide 

for him a ftrong reinforcement of Italians *'. 

The United Provinces on the other hand, being 
already well acquainted with the adivity and en- 
terpfife of Spinola, bad ftrenuoufly exerted them- 
(elves in their military preparations , and were 
fooner ready to take the field. They had formed 
the dcfign of laying fiegc to Antwerp , where they 
had learnt that the number of the garrifon was 
neither adequate to the extent of the fortifications, 
or the great importance of the place. Prince 
Maurice did not approve of this expedition , but 
engaged in if at the requefl of the ftates. Having 
put a part of his army on board tranfports, under 
count Erncft of NafTau , he himfelf marched over 
land with the reft from Bergen op Zoom , and 
joined Erneft, at the fort of Lillo, which ftands 
on the north fide of the Scheld , about two leagues 
diftant from Antwerp , and was ftill in poffeflion 
of the Dutch. 

His intention was to lay all the low grounds be- 
twecn Lillo and Antwerp under water, by cutting 
the dike of the Scheld , together with the counter- 
dike at Couveftein, and then to crofe over the 
inundation , and to pitch i^is camp on the higher 

** Some officers were ftnt over to recruit in Biitain , but 
James difcouraged his fubjeccs from entering into the Spanifh 
fervice. Vide Carte. Yet foldiei^ were raifed among the 
catholics 9 as appears from the* fequel. 
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grounds which lie near the town. He would thus BOO] 

have had a much finaller fpace to inclofc with his 11. 

intrenchments , whiJc his army would have been »**»*■ 

entirely fecure on one fide againfl the approach 

of the enemy. His defign had been carefully 

concealed, and if his tranfports had not been da- 

tained by contrary winds, his entcrprlfe would 

probably have been attended with fuccefs. But 

Spino from the embarkation of a 

part nd his choice of Bergen for 

the n refl, that he could not have 

any t ;w but the fiege of Antwerp, 

had 'cry precaution to prevent 

him is plan into execution. He 

had J d the garrifons of the towQ " 

■and c 1 the counterdike ; and at 

the k led the banks of the Scheld 

on both fides with a fuflicicnt number of troops 

to oppofe his landing ". 

Maurice attempted, however, to make a de- 
fcent on the Flanders fide near Caloo, but finding 
his utmoft efforts ine£fedlual, and that Spinola was 
every where upon his guard , he abandoned his 
firfl attempt ; and after reducing the caftle of 
Woudc , a ftrong fort in the. neighbourhood of 
Bergen , he embarked his army , and made a 
dcfi:ent in Flanders , near Ifendyck , with aa 

" He had likewife come himrdf to Antwerp, wifh all 
die forces which he couLl collect together, and haHng 
thrown a bridge over thu Scheld , a little above the town, 
he flood prepared to march whenever the enemy fliould 
venture to begin their attack. 
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BOOK intention of laying fiege either to the Sas of Ghent 
II. or Hulft. 

^*^* Mauncc himfelf had difapproved of this expe- 

dition « as well as of his attempt on Antwerp, and 
bad advifed to employ the army on the banks of 
the Rhine , where he thought there was reafon to 
dread an irruption of the enemy ; but he had 
yielded to the judgment of the dates , Who being 
anxious for the prcfervation of Siuys, were defi- 
rous of getting pofTefldon of as many fortified 
towns as poflible, in the neighbourhood of that 
important place. They had formerly had repeated 
proofs, how ill qualified they were to judge of the 
proper condud of the war ; and from the fequel , 
it will appear , how much wifer it had been , 
if, on the prefent occafion , they had liftened to 
the opinion of their general. 

Maurice had not time to begin his operations, 
either againfl the Sas of Ghent or Hulft , when 
Spinola, who on this occafion derived great ad^ 
vantage from his bridge over the Scheld , arrived 
in fight with all his forces: but, as neither of the 
two generals were inclined to try the fortune of a 
battle, they immediately applied tbemfelves to 
fortify their refpedive camps; refolving, each of 
them , to await till fome favorable opportunity 
fhould oflfer of annoying his enemy, without 
expofing himfelf to danger. Several (kirmifhes. 
were fought by foraging parties , with various 
fuccefs, but neither party was able to gain any 
confiderable advantage over the other. 

At 
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At length , Spinofa having effedually provided B o Q K 
for the fafety of the two places which Maurice had IK 
intended to attack , left a part of the army under *^^* 
the count of Berg, to watch his motions , and or- 
dered the reft to diredt their march towards Maeij^ 
tricht. 

About this time he expeded the arrival of the 
troops which had been raifed for the archduke's 
fervice in Germany and Italy, and he had appoint* 
ed Maeftricht for the place of rendezvous. . Agree- 
ably to the promife given him by the court of Spain^ 
a regiment , confiding of twelve hundred men, had 
been embarked at Liflbon, in eight fliips , which, 
in order to elude the vigilance of the enemy , had 
been hired from Hamburgh of the Englifh and 
Dani(h merchants. But, notwithftanding their pre« 
caution, they were intercepted by the Dutch ad* 
miral Hautain , whoni the dates had ordered to lie 
in wait for them in the Englifli channel. Four of 
them were either taken or deftroyed , and the re- 
maining four obliged to take (helter in Dover i 
where they were (hut up by the Dutch till the foU 
lowing winter, when the long nights afforded them 
an opportunity to efcape to Flanders*'. 

*' The ftates difgraced themfelves, and fullied the viftory 
which they obtained on this occafion , by ordering all the pri* 
foners to be tied , two and two together, and thrown into the 
fca. Yet neither Grotius nor Van Mct^^ren , the two moft ret 
pedable of the Dutch hiftorians, have fpoken of their conduit 
as reprebenfible. 1'heir pretext for this barbarity, was to 
damp the courage of the Spaniards , but it rather feryedtoin* 
fpire them in all their rencounters with defpcrate rage and fu« 
ry ; and as no better reafon could be given, for treeing with 

Vol. L M 
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1 O O E The marquis of Spinola tainented the lols of the 

II. Spanifli troops the more, as they were all veteraa 

ttfo5« foldiers , (commanded by officers of great expert* 

ence. But all the German and Italian forces which 

be expecfbed, having arrived in fafety, he refolved 

without further delay , to enter upon theexecutioa 

of the plan of operations , which , in concert with 

the archduke , he had formed for the remainder of 

s^fiioU*t this campaign. It had been his intention , ever 

plan for con. {^i^q^ (be lurrendcr of Oftend , to eftablifh the the* 

dncHng th% ^^^ ^j ^^ ^^^ beyond the Rhine, in that part of 

the dominions of the ftates , where the fuperiority 
of their naval force could be of no avail. His army 
would thus , he thought , be in fome meafure fup- 
ported at the enemy's expenfe ; it wouM be eafier 
for him to fupprels the mutinoujs fpirit of his troops, 
in cafe it Ihould again appear; and ^as the ftates 
bad no dread of an attacK in that quarter , he 
cxpeded to find fome of their principal towns un* 
prepared for a defence. His defign had been care* 
fully concealed even from the general officers : 
councils of war had been held , in which the 
archduke , in order more efifedually a prevent a 
difcovery , . had fometimes propofed Co undertake 
the fiege of Sluys, and fometimes that of Bergen 
op Zoom , or of Grave, or of Breda; and the diC^ 
ferent opinions of the officers bad, from time to 

fo great inhumanity the prifoners whom they toek at fea^ than 
thofe who were taken in the fiege of towns , or in the field of 
battle , it was an example calculated to revive thac lavage me- 
thod of carrying on the war , which had excited fuch general 
honor when it was praAifed by the dukfi (tf Alva and hit fon. 
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time , by fecret agents , been c6minunicated to the B O C 
ftates. ii> 

Prince Maurice, as already mcntroned, WM ***^ 
almoft the only perfon upon whom thefe artifices 
did not produce the defired effcA. He could not 
be perfuaded that Spinola , who had given confpi- 
cuous proof of fuperior fagacity , would undertake 
sf tbefe towns , where the 
IS at hand to interrupt his 
led that his attack muft ra- 
ft fome more diftant place , 
3 eafily relieved ; and had 
flation the troops on the 
1 order to prevent the enemy 
ch dominions on theeaftem 
ites having , in confequeoce 
:y had received of thfe deli- 
kc's council of war, rejeded 
was now at liberty to carry 
ion. 

icrs, he had given orders to 

li , bis general of artillery , 

It paffage foe his army over 

idive officer, after planting 

, and thereby clearing Ac 

armed velTels, which were 

(lationed there , had begun to eredt two (Irong 

forts, one on each fide of the Rhine at Keifer- 

■wert, a fmall town in the elcAorate of Cologn.' 

As foon as thefe forts were finiflied , Spinola fee '^• 

ouc from Maeftricht , with all the troops ^hicl)^ 

** Gcotiiu. Meteien. 

IVI z 
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BOOK ht had aflembled there; aad having joined xho£c 
II* \^hich were under Bucquoi , and crofled the Rhine 
^*^' at the palTage which had b^cn fecurcd for him , 
ht called a council of war , and , for the fird time , 
communicated to them his defign. 
• The enemy , he told them , had been firft led 
to expe<% an attack in Flanders , and they now 
believed that he had formed a defign on Rhinbei^g* 
But his intention, from the beginning, had been 
to lay fiege to Lingen ; and by the redudion of 
that important place, to open an entrance into 
Friedand. He was fenfible how much it was con« 
trary to the common maxims of war , to leave 
behind him fo ftrong a place as Rhinberg , but he 
did not from thence apprehend any danger or in« 
conveoience , fince , with the forts which had been 
ereded , be could always command a fafe paflage 
over the river ; befides that , the fuccefs of bis 
enterprife againfl; Lingen , muft greatly depend on 
the celerity with which it fhould be executed , as 
prince Maurice would no fooner hear of the dan- 
ger to which that place was expofed, than he would 
haflen to its relief. That although Lingen lay at 
^ great diftance , and the march muft be performed 
in a neutral country *' , in which the troops would 
not be fupported by plunder, yet there was no 
ground to dread a fcarcity of provifions ; he had 
brought a confideraUe quantity along with him ; 
he had money (ufficient to purchafe whatever more 
fliould be necefiary; and, as he was determined to 
enforce the (Irideft military difcipline , he had 

^* Weftphalia and the dutchy of Cleves^ 
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received affurances from the towns of Weflpbalia , BOOK 
that , on that condition , they would chearfuUy 1 1, 
furnifh him with fupplies. But attention to difci- ***** 
phne was indifpenfibly neccffary, and for this rea- 
fon, he was refolved that every violation of the 
rules of it (hould be punifiied with the utmo(| 
feVerity and rigor. 

What he declared on this occafion to his officers, 
he afterwards carried into execution. Some of the 
foldiers having ventured , notwithftanding the per- 
emptory orders which hehadifTued, to leaVethek 
ftandards, they were jnftantly feized and ^ur to 
death. The reft were intimidated by this exart- 
pie , and although a great part of them had long 
been accuftomed to rapine and difobedience under 
former generals ; yet fo great is the power of dif- 
cipline over troops which regularly receive their 
pay , that almoft no army ever marched through 
a neutral country againft which the inhabitants 
had fo little reafon to complain. His camp , in 
confequence of this prudent condudl , was at all 
times abundantly fupplied , and no time was loft 
in fendrtig out detachments to procure provifions. 
The inhabitants ftill retained a bitter remembrance 
of their fuffcrings from the Spanifb army , under 
the admiral of Arragon , and were in fome meafure 
animated Ivith gratitude to Spinola for the juftice 
and humanity which he difplayed. 

After traverfing a part of the dutchy of Cleves 
and Weftphalia , he firft diredled his march to 
Oldenzccl , a fortified town in the province of 

M 3 
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BOOK OycryfTcl , and foon compelled the garrifon to ca^ 

II* pitulate ; immediately lifter which he advanced 

'^^^ to wards Lingen , Ayhich lies at the diftance of only 

one days march from Oldenzeel, and, without 

meeting with any oppofition, aflfigned to his troops 

their feveral quarters round the town. Prince 

Maurice , on whon the ftates general had , as for- 

SfiaoU ttyt merly mentioned , beftowed the property of Lin- 

fieffc to lin. g^jj jijjj ij^ territory , as a reward for his important 

Services y had, at his own expenfe , made great 
additions to the fortifications of it. But as the 
enemy's attention had , for feveral years , been tur- 
ned to another quarter, it was defended, at this 
time , only by the ordinary garrifon , amounting 
to five dt fix hundred men. 

Even with fo fmall a garrifon, however. Prince 
IVIaurice had expeded it might fuftain a fiege of 
feveral weeks; and the governor, an officer of the 
name of Cobbe , feemed at firft determined to 
defend it till the laft extremity. Spinola was there- 
fore obliged to begin the fiege in form, and to 
make his approaches to the place as ufual , by wor- 
king trenches. The garrifon had not fufficient num. 
bers to interrupt his operations, and he foon rea- 
ched the ditch , which was of an extraordinary 
breadth and depth , and filled with water ; nor 
could the water be drawn ofiF, becaufe the ditch lay 
confiderably lower than the adjacent ground. But 
at length , his troops got over it , though not 
without confiderable flaughter , by filling it up 
with earth and fafcines, and then begun to work 
a mine under one of the principal baftio^s of the 
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town ; when the garrifon , importuned by the in- IB o O K. 
habitants , and defpairing of being able to defend 11. 
tfacrorelves much longer, capitulated on honor- ' **^*» 
able terms. 

Prince Maurice » in the mean time , bad advan. 
ccd as far as Deventer, the capital of Overyffel, 
and was employed in preparing for an attempt to 
raife the fiegc. 

On the firft intelligence which he received of 
the march of the enemy from Maeftricht, he had 
difpatched his brother, Henry Frederic , with four 
thoufand foot, and one thoufand.horfe, to watch 
their motions ; and a few days after , he had fet 
out himfelf, at the head of another divifion of his 
forces. But , having judged it neceflary to leave 
a confiderable proportion of them Jn. Flanders to 
oppofe any attempts which the enemy might make 
in that province , he was obliged to flop for fome 
days at Deventer , till he had coUcded a fufBcient 
number of troops from the neighbouring towns, 
to enable him to undertake the relief of Lingen; 
and before his preparations were complete, a met 
fenger arrived with the news of its furrender. He 
was highly incenfed againft the governor and 
officers, for the feeble defence they had madd o£ 
a place of fo great importance , and threw them 
all into pi[ifon , where they remained for near a 
twelvemonth , and though they were afterwards 
fet at liberty, they were all of them degraded from 
their rank. 

' He had juft caufe for the refentment which he 
felt on this occafion» as Spinola, who had thought 

M 4 



i68 HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

BOOK it unncccflary to fccurc his army by intrenchnients. 
If. inuft have raifed the fiege as foon as the array of 
the dates had approached. He had ground like- 
vrifc for great anxiety , when he confidercd th^ 
defencelefe (late of moft of the towns in the neigh- 
bourhood of Lingen; and particularly that of Bour- 
tang and Coevorden , by the conqueft of which 
the enemy would have a free courfe into the pro- 
vinces of Groningcn and Friefland. It was bcl/e* 
ved , that if Spinola had immediately attacked tbefe 
places , he might, without great difficulty, have 
made himfelf mafter of them. But having fpent 
fome time in ftrengthening the fortifications of 
Lingen , he thereby afforded leifure to prince Mau- 
rice to provide for their fecurity. He jugded it to 
be of greater importance to preferve what he bad 
already a<?q%iired, than to multiply his conquefts; 
and, as IVlaurice had colleded an array in the 
neighbourhood , nearly equal to his own , he 
thought that he could not venture any farther 
into the enemy's country fo late in the feafon, 
without «xpofing himfelf to the greateft ri(k. 
Having, therefore , taken every ncceffary precau- 
tion for the fafety of Lingen and Oldenzeel, here- 
turned , afterwards to Keyferwert , and repafled the 
Rhine. 

The forts which had been ereAed there, hav- 
ing given offence to the cleiflor of Cologn , on 
^hofe territory they hadsbeen raifed , the archduke, 
'in order to appeafe his refentment, had fcnt orders 
for demohlhing Hhenil; whidh Spinola did accord- 
*?^i arid then begad to build other two , a litde 
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farther down the river , at Rorerort in the county BOOS 
of Meurs , which was at that time fubjedl to the "• 
Dutch. ^^ 

While a part of his army was employed in 
building thefe forts, fo neceffary for preferving 
his communication with bis late conquefls , he fent 
the reft , under the count de Bucquoi , to lay fieg^ 
to Wachtendonc, a town in Guelderland , which 
Rood in a marfliy foil,, and was deemed one of the 
flrongeft towns in that province, but was at this 
time rendered more acceflible than ufual by a 
long continued drought. As the fortifications 
however were complete, and the garrifon numer 
rous '\ he had reafon to apprehend that the fiegc 
muft laft for feveral weeks , and that prince Mau- 
rice , who had left Overyffel , and was encamped 
in the neighbourhood of Wefel , would certainly 
attempt to raife it. He therefore ordered the 
count de Bucquoi to fortify his camp with ftrong 
intrenchments , and having lately received a llrong 
reinforcement of Italians, befides a confiderable 
number of Englifli , Scotch , and Irifh Catholics; 
whom James, agreeably to his treaty of peace 
with Spain, had permitted the archduke to inlift 
in his dominions, he took his Ration near Rorerort, 
with a refolution to attack prince Maurice's army 
in the rear , in cafe he (faould venture to approach 
to Wachcendonc. 

In diftributing their quarters to his troops on 
he north fide of the Rhine , next to the enemy , 
he committed an error which was likely to have 
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BOOK been attended with fatal confequences , by ftation* 
1 1. ing his cavalry at the village of Mulleim , on the 
*^®** banks of the Roer, where they were at too great 
a diftance from the infantry to receive immediate 
fupport ; no intrenchments had been thrown up 
to fecure them againft an attack , nor was there 
any place of (belter near but a fort on the other 
fide of the Roer » oppofite to Mulleim , called the 
caftle of Broeck , which was neither ftrongly forti« 
(ied nor furnilhed with a fufficient garrifon. Prince 
Maurice, having got intelligence of their pofition, 
refolved to avail himfelf of the advantage which 
it afforded him , and inftantly fet out from bis 
^ camp at Wefel , with all his cavalry , and a (elc€t 
body of infantry , amounting. to two tboufandfour 
hundred men. That no time might be unneceflfa- 
rily loft on the march , the foot foldiers were put 
into carriages : the cavalry was ordered to haften 
forward before the foot , one half of them com- 
manded by Marcellus Baex, an officer of diftin- 
guiflied fpirit and intrepidity , and the other half 
by prince Henry Frederic , who was at that time 
only twenty years of age, but who had already 
given confpicuous proofs of fuperior prudence and 
capacity. Prince Maurice himfelf followed as 
quickly as poflible with the infantry, colonel 
Baex was ordered to crofs the Roer , and to en- 
deavour to get poffeflion of the caftle of Broeck^ 
in order to intercept the enemy's communication 
.with their camp, while Henry, fupported by prince 
Maurice, was to attack them at Mulleim. 

Baex was fuccefsful beyond what could juftly 
have been expedcd in his firft affault upon the 
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fort, having expelled the garrifon from every part BOOS 
of it -but one, wtuch was defended by a fniall xi. 
number of men ; but he was interrupted in his i^t* 
progrels by the accidental arrival of a party of 
foragers, who attacked him with great vigor, 
^nd obliged him to abandon bis attempt upon 
the fort 
In the mean time prince Henry had paflcd a i"e»««"««' 
enemy had left unguard- ,j,|,g, of 
begin the attack at Mul- MBiidm. 
y judged proper to defer 
le infantry Ihould arrive 
ingth he gave orders for 
and they obeyed at Jirfl 
finding that, through the 
ck, the enemy bad taken 
better poftiire of defence 
they were feized, though 
>er , with a fudden panic, 
id feeble effort, they.tur- 
I , till they were met by 
ead of the infantry, 
lardly behaviour, and be- 
by the prince, they were 
perfuaded to return. The SpaniOi cavalry , from 
whom tbey had fo precipitately fied , far from 
venturing to purfue, were in great confufion re- 
treating acroCs the Roer, before a fmali number 
of the Dutch cavalry that had remained with their 
commander. Henry was now rejoined by the reft, 
and being irkewife fnpported by the EngliOi and 
Scotch infantry, under colonel Veve and lord 
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BOOR Buccleugb )* be purfued the enemy to the other 
IT* fide of the river ; but there the Spaniards , com- 
t^»f» niinded by Trivulcio , in the abfence of Velafco; 
general of the cavalry, having recovered their 
ranks, returned with great rcfolucion to the charge; 
and the Dutch , being again unaccountably ftruck 
wth terror , gave way before an inferior enemy , 
and left prince Henry almoft alone in the field of 
battle. He muft have been cut to pieces or uken 
prifoner, but for the feafonable incerpofition of 
the Britifl) troops, who , being armed with pikes, 
attacked the Spaniih cavalry , and kept them long 
at bay. 

Henry , perceiving faimfelf abandoned by al- 
moft all his men, went over with the few that re- 
mained with him , and joined the troops under co- 
lonel Baex , who had been long engaged in com- 
bat with the enemy in another part of the field. 
Soon after this the Spaniards, having received a 
reinforcement under Velafco , this part of the 
Dutch cavalry too was intimidated , and the two 
commanders, with a fmall number of adherents, 
were left, furrounded by the enemy; -but in the 
mean time prince Maurice arrived with his van- 
guard , and having planted feme field < pieces on a 
rifing ground, he played them off fo fuccefsfuUy 
tipon the Spaniards , that he foon threw them into 
confufion, and put them to flight with confider- 
able ilaugbter. He was preparing to purlue them 
into a wood , where they had taken fhelter . when 
lie received intelligence that Spinola himfelf yfsis 
approaching with alljhis forces. 
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This general had got early information of the BOOK 
attack , and had inftantly fet out at the head of ii. 
fix hundred men, leaving orders for two thouland «^®^ 
more to follow as quickly as poflible. In order 
to intimidate the enemy , by making them believe 
that bis whole army was at hand , he fent forward 
a great number of drummers on horfeback , and 
as the ground was favorable to this ftratagem, it. 
produced the defired effedt Prince Maurice gave 
immediate orders for founding a retreat Spinola 
purfued, and made confiderable flaughter; but 
his troops were ftopt fhort in their career by co« 
lonel Vere , who being fupported by the count de 
Chatillon , with a feJcdl body of French infantry ^ 
placed his men in an advantageous fituation, be* 
hind a hedge, and kept up fo hot a fire upon the 
Spaniards, as obliged them to defift from the 
purfuit. 

The lofs of men in this adion , which laded 
for upwards of eight hours, was confiderable; 
and probably not lefs than five hundred men oa 
either fide. Had the Dutch cavalry arrived atMuU 
leim a little earlier, or acquitted themfelves aftee 
their arrival as they had done on all former occa« 
(ions, the Spaniards mud have been compelled to 
lay down their arms '\ Prince Maurice therefore, 
who had never before conceived more fanguine . 

^' Grotios, infpeabingofthisaAion, makes the following 
obfervation, ^'tum id fi eveniflet , reliqua exercicus invadere 
flatuit, laudabili confiUo, &Qiagnam illo die vidtoriam elata« 
nis, ni Deo yifum, longa Batayorum profpera & belli glorianv 
adverGs retandere : namque baud alii reAius Gauffc lam fata* 
lem pavorem adfcripferim. 
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S o O K hopes of vidloiy, was highly incenfed againft 
II. them for their pufiUanimous behaviour, and re- 
liof. proached them in the fevereft Uerms. He could 
no longer confide in their courage for the execu- 
tion of any important enterprife , and found it ne«^ 
ceflary to ad with the utmoft circumfpedlion 
through the reft of the campaign **. 

In order, however, if poffible, to extinguifh the 
memory of this repulfe , he foon after made an 
attack in the middle'of the night on the town o£ 
Gueldtrs » and he fo far fucceeded as to demolilh 
one of the outer gat^s of that place , by tixing a 
petard in it ; but the garrifon having taken the 
alarm , by the burfting of another petard which 
happjMied to fall into the ditch , he was repulfed 
with lofs, and obliged to abandon his attempt. 
His ill fuccels in this , and in his enterprife at 
Mulleim , made a ftrong impreffion on the mtods 
of the garrifon of Wachtendonc. They had from 
the beginning expeded that he would come to 
their relief, and, in the hopes of his being able 
to raife the fiege, they had given him the ftrong- 
eft aflurances of their refolution to defend the 
town to the laft extremity ; but ^ when they 
found that, notwithftanding his moft vigorous 
exertions, the enemy ft ill maintained their fupe- 
riority , their courage failed^ their defence became 
more feeble and irrefolute, and, on the twen- 
tieth day after the commencement of the fiege. 
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they offered €0 capitulate^ though their number BOOK 
fiill amounted to more than a thoufand men. ll. 

From Wachtendonc Spinola ordered the count '^^' 
de Bucquoi to lead his troops againft the caftte of 
Gracao, of which the count made himfelf mafter 
in a few days, aind obliged the garjifon to furren* 
der at difcretion. 

Had not the feafon been fo far advanced, it is 
probable , from the great difparity between the 
contending parties during this campaign, the Ilates . 
muft have fuffered flill greater loifes ; but it was 
now the end of November, the rains had begun 
to fall, and the troops were greatly exhaufted 
with the fatigues which they had undergone. 
Spinola therefore, after carefully providing for 
the fccurity of his new conquefts, fent his army 
into winter-quarters, and his example was ibon 
after followed by prince Maurice. This general 
had at no former period fuffered the enemy to 
gain fo great advantages with impunity; yet, oa 
his part , neither prudence and vigilance , nor vi* 
gor and adivity, were wanting inoppbfing theiK 
defigns. Had the flates permitted him to follow 
bis own judgment in the condud of the war, a 
different plan of operations would have been ad*i 
opted ; Spinola would probably have been prc^ 
vented from paffing the Rhine, and the lap- 
ces loft have been preferved. His army was froia 
the beginning much inferior in number tQ 
the enemy , yet , if his well concerted attack dX 
Mulleiro bad not proved abortive, through thai 
unaccountable panic with which bi$ troops wcro. 
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BOOK fcized , the Spanifb cavalry would have been 
II. cut off 9 and Spinoki obliged to ad on the dcfen^ 
i«ot. five through the reft of the campaign. 

But while for thefe reafons it would feena that 
no blame can juftly be imputed to prince IVlau- 
rice, Spinola was furely well entitled to the arp- 
plaufe which he received from his cotemporaries; 
by whom he was henceforth regarded as one of 
the greateft generals of the age. 
Smi«<m i»o« * The Spanifli minifters had no reafon to repent 
'^^^fj** of the confidence they had rcpofcd in him , when 
they refleded on the vigor and great abilities he 
had exerted during this campaign ; and their ho- 
pes of being able to compel the revolted provin- 
ces to lay down their arms were at this time raiC- 
ed to the greateft height. The archduke like- 
wife had conceived the moft (anguine expedati- 
ons of fuccefs, and was affiduouflv employed 
throughout the winter , in preparing for a vigor* 
eus profecution of the war. 

Having removed the feat of it into the ene- 
iny's country , his fubjeds in Brabant and Flan* 
ders could, with greater eafe than formerly, af- 
ford their annual fupplies ; but thcfe were not a- 
lone fufiicient to enable him to carry the plan con* 
certed with the general for the next campaign into 
execution ; and , in order to procure from Spain 
the affiftance which was requifite, he judged it 
neceffary that Spinola himfelf (hould undertake 
another journey to Madrid. The Spanifh minif- 
ters had acquainted him that-they were at prefect 

involved 
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involved in the greateft difficulties , ojccafibned BOOK 
by the lols of fome of their (hips loaded with V- 
treafurc, which had foundered in a ftorm, in their **^^' 
pa flage from America; but he hoped that , through 
Spinola s perfonal influence with the king , which 
Avas fo great as even to excite the jealoufy of his 
mintfters , they might be induced to have recourfe • 
to fome extraordinary expedient for his relief. 

The marquis, who left Bruffcis about the mid- 
dle of winter, found, on his arrival at Madrid, 
that the account tranfmitted to the archduke, of 
the exhauftcd ftate of Philip's finances, had not 
been exaggerated There was hardly money in 
the exchequer fufficient to defray the ncceflary 
expenfes of government , and the minifters ha4 
no profpedl of being able to procure the fums 
requifite for carrying on the war with vigor, 
before the feafon fit for adion would be elapfed. 
Phih'p could pot refolve, in the midft of vidory» 
to abandon a caufe in which he was fo deeply in« 
terelled : and Spinola was determined to decline 
accepting of the command of the forces, unleis 
an adequate fund Ihould be provided for thei? 
pay. Many weeks were fpent in firuitlefs endea^ 
vours to raife the money which he demanded **. 
At lerigth the minifters offered to mortgage the Bxpeiiiwitof 
treafure which was expedted to arrive towards the ^f„^ftj"'|^ 
end of the year from America. And the mer- raifing 
chants of Cadiz and other places , upon receiving f"w"«^ 
an obligation for their reimburfement from that 

It amounted to three hundred thoufand orowos a 
month. 

Vol. I. N 
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BOOK fund , agreed to advance the money that was 
\u wanted : upon a condition , which marks their 
diffidence either in the good faith or good eco- 
nomy of the minifters , that the marquis of Spi- 
nola (bould give an additional fecurity for their 
payment on his eftates in Italy. 

The marquis did not hefitate in complying with 
this requeft ; and immediately after receiving bills 
of exchange for the money , he fet out for the 
Netherlands, by the way of Italy. In that country 
he was feized with a fever which detained him 
for feveral weeks , and prevented him from reaching 
Bruflels till the beginning of June. 

The ftates general , on the other hand » having 
got early intelligence of the difficulty which he 
rinufl encounter in raifing money, had long flat« 
.tered themfelves with the hopes that he would 
not be able to procure it. They were afterwards 
amufed for a confiderable time by a report which 
had been propagated of his death; an event which 
they were peifuaded would condribute more tham 
any other that could happen to relax the 
archduke's exertions in the profecution of the war. 
Influenced by thefe hopes, and this report, joined 
to their defire of avoiding any unnecefTary cxpenfe, 
they had been uncommonly remifs in their mili- 
tary preparations, They had not availed themfel- 
ves. of Spinola's detention in Italy ; and when they 
ot the Uttit^d heard , not only that be had arrived in the Nether- 
sutct. lands, but was daily receiving reinforcements of 
frcfb troops from Germany and Italy, they were 
filled with the moft difquieting apprehenfions; 
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but It was now too late to remedy their error. |i 9 ]^ 
They h^d not fufficient time to augment thejp 11^ 
army, by making new levies, as fhey ufed to dp W^r 
in Bxitain; and almoft all the protectant foldiers, 
-whom they might have inlifted in France and 
Germany , were , (luring the greateft part pf this 
fummer, detained at borne; thofe in France, by ^ 
quarrel between the king and duke of Bouillon ; 
and tbofe in Gerrpany, by an infurredion oftbe 
inhabitants pf Brqnfwic againl^ their fovercign. 

AVhe^ the campaien therefore was about to be ^^^^ 
opened, their forces, being greatly inferior ip adopts de* 
number to thpfe of the enemy, prince Maurice f«nfiv««f*r 
was obliged to adppt a plan pf operations which ^^^^'^^ 
was merely defenfive. 

Having carefully provided for the fccqrity of 
fuch of the frontier towns , as were mod exppfe(| 
to danger, he next applied himfelf to fortify thp 
Ibanks of tlje Waal and the Iffel , wherefocver hf 
fufpeded that the enemy ipight atteipp^ tp (ranf* 
port their forces. 

Along the banks of all that part of the Waalf 
which extends from the fort of Scbenck to the 
i/le pf Bpmmcl , redoubts , at fmall diftances fron^ 
each other, were raifed on the north dike of the 
river. The troops , to which the defence of thefe 
redoubts was committed, were ordered tp keep 
theipfelves in conftant readinefs tp march tp each 
other's affiftance , on the fifft notice of an attack. 
And a great number of armed barks and boat? 
)VCf ? ord6re4 tp cruife ij? the river , to watch thp 
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BOOK motions of the enemy , and to be ready to attack 
II. them , in cafe of their adventuring to embark. 
i«o6. The fame care and pains were taken in fortify, 

ing the Iffcl; on the banks of which another line 
of redoubts was raifed , extending frona Arnhcim 
to Hattem , which ftands at the diftance of only 
a few hours march from the Zuider Sea. 

Thefe works, in which the Dutch were more 

expert than any other nation , and which had been 

carried on with furprifmg expedition , were far 

advanced before Spinola had fully prepared to take 

s»iatude. the field. His plan had, from the beginning, 

tcrminedto been what the ftates and prince Maurice had 

pcaetrate f^fpcfted , tO penetrate into the provinces of 

M*Ho\7ilV. Utrecht and Holland, through the Betuwe on one 

fide, and the Veluwe on the other. He juftly 

confidered , that while the Dutch maintained their 

fuperiority at fea, it was only on their caftcrn 

frontier, he could exped to make ^ny fenfiblc 

impreflion; and that, in cafe he Ihould fo far fuc- 

ceed as to get polTeflion of Utrecht, which was a 

large town, but weakly fortified, not only the 

numerous fortified places which lie to the north 

and eaft, would be eafily compelled to fubmft, 

becaufe their communication with Holland would 

be interrupted; but Holland itfelf, the chief feat 

of the wealth and ftrength of the revolted provin- 

ces would be laid open in that quarter, where it 

would be moft fuccefsfully attacked. 

He was fenfible, that fince the ftates had em- 
ployed fuch wife precautions for their defence, it 
muft no\^ be extremcJy, difficult for him to carry 
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this plan iato execution. But he ilill refolved to B o o K 
perfift in it, and hoped, on one fide or other, ei« li. 
ther to find the enemy off their guard, or to i6o^ 
overpower them by his fuperior numbers. 

Having divided his forces, he gave the com- 
mand of one army, confiding of ten thoufand 
foot and twelve hundred horfe, to the count de 
Bucquoi , with infirudlions to attempt to tranf* 
port it over the Waal into the country of Betuwe ; 
and he himfelf conducted another, dill more nu- 
merous, into the province of Ovcryffel, which 
had been the fcene of his operations in the pre- 
ceding year. 

Bucquoi, having pafTed the Maefe at Mooch, 
pitched his camp in the neighbourhood of th^t 
village, refolving to attempt the paflage of the 
Waal, between the fort of Schenck and Nime* 
guen, and, in cafe of his being able to effed it, 
to lay fiege to the latter of thefe places. With 
this view, he tranfported a great number of boats 
in carriages from the Maefe ; and having launch- 
cd them in the Waal, he put a feledl body of 
troops on board , under the command of Judini- 
ano, an Italian general of didinguiflhed abilities. 
But before* Judiniano could approach the oppo- 
ficebank, Dubois, a French general, in the fcr- 
vice of the Hates, had drawn up feme companies 
of French and Englifli foldiers , brought hadily 
from Nimeguen , and was prepared to difputc his 
landing. Judiniano dill continued to advance, 
having firft obliged all the Dutch armed veffek to 
retire , by planting a battery at the place of his 
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1^ 6 bit ertobarkinent. An obftinate engagement foon fol- 
II* IbWed, in yvhich he loft about one hundred and 
twenty men. 

The rowers were intimidated , and being fur* 
nifhed \vith a pretext, from the rapidity of the 
turrent, they fuflfered the boats to fall down thi^ 
ftream. Dubois followed along the dike of the 
river. Other attempts were made afterwards to 
approach the fhore, but the enemy were every 
where prepared to make refiftance. At length 
the boats , which at firft had proceeded in good 
order, being attacked by the Dutch armed vcffels, 
which were fix abreaft , were thrown into confufi^ 
on; and Juftiniano, defpairing of fuccefs, aban- 
doned his attempt. 

Spinola in the mean time had paflfed the Rhine 
Sit Rorerort, and Was advancing through the pro- 
vince of Overyffel. But he was greatly retarded 
in his progrefs by an extraordinary quantity of rain 
Vhich had begun to fall before he left Rorerort, 
and continued falling after he had fet out upori 
his march. All the rivers were fWelled to an 
unufual height; and at thofe places, where in or- 
dinary feafons they Wi^re fordable, much time 
iVas loft in colledling boats, or in bifilding tem- 
jiorary bridges. A great part of the country 
through which he marched being naturally Wet 
and mar/hy , the roads were every where fo much 
btok^n^ that the one-half of his army was com- 
monly a whole day behind the other. The artillery- 
tarts, and his waggons with provifions , of which 
he h^d near three thoufand, were dragged along 
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with the utmoft difficulty , and , as they often BOOK 
lunk in the mud , they proved almoft every hour ii* 
the occafion of confufion and delay. Many of i6otf.^ 
his men fell fick from the unhealthinefs of the " 
feafon , and many were overpowered by the ex- 
traordinary fatigue which they underwent. 

It was paft^the middle of July before he arrived 
in the neighbourhood of the Iffel; and he ftill 
entertained the hopes of finding it pradicable to 
bring his enterprife to the defired iffue: but, as 
the rains had not yet begun to abate, he found 
the river every where unfordable. It was, at the. 
fame time, crowded with armed veflels, which 
muA have rendered all attempts to cad a tempo- 
rary bridge over it impracticable: and prince 
Maurice , having had leifure to fortify the cyy^ofite 
banks , had colleded an army of ten thoufand 
foot, and two thoufand five hundred horfe, with 
which he ftood prepared to oppofe his paffage. ' 

After deliberating for fome days what courfe 
he fliould purfue, he would have undertaken the 
fiegc of Deventer or Zutphen. But, befide* 
that every precaution had been taken for their 
defence , prince Maurice had pitched his camp 
on the oppofite fide, at an equal diftance frono 
each ofthefe places, and Was ready, with force* 
nearly equal to his lown , to march to their relief. 

He had, in the mean time, fent the count de 
Solre with a detachment of his army down the^ 
river , to attempt a paffage in the neighbourhood 
of Swoll, where he hoped the encfmy might not 
be fo much upon their guard. But de Soke was 

N4 
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BOOK vigoroufly repulfed by the grarrifon of Swoll , fup« 
II. ported by forae armed vefTels, and obliged to 
«•«*• return, without being able to execute his enter- 
prife. 

Spinola therefore found it necefTary to reh'n- 
quiQi his plan of penetrating through the country 
of Veluwc , and to reft fatisfied with employing 
his arms againft fonne of the towns of the province 
of Zutphen , where Maurice could not attempt to 
interrupt his operations, without expoGiig bim- 
felf to the riOc of a general engagement. Hefirft 
attacked the town of Lockcm , and in a few days 
compelled the gaitifon to furrender. Immediate- 
sw«t ft! ' ly, after which he laid fiege to Groll , a towa 
^'®*** much better fortified than Lockem , aiid defended 

by a urrifon of one thoufand three hundred men. 
He was the more dcfirous to get poflcflGon of the 
place, as it would greatly contribute to the fecu- 
rity of his former conquefts , Lingen and Olden- 
zeel. And for the lame reafon prince Maurice 
was equally folicitous to prevent it from falling 
into his h^nds. 

The priflce, therefore, having augmented his 
army, by drawing the garrifons from Zutphen, 
Deventer, and other places, refolved to attempt, 
without delay, to raife the fiege. But Spinola 
being acquainted with his defign , pulhed forward 
his operations with the moft unremitted ardor, 
•and, though not without confiderable flaughter 
of his troops, be , in a few days, drove the gar* 
rifon from aU the out-works of the place. 
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They might ftill, howcVef, have refitted till BOOK 
prince Maurice had arrived; but the governor, a ii. 
young man of litcle experience, being either pre- '^^' 
vailed upon by the importunity of the inhabit- 
ants , Or intimidated by the threats of Spinola, 
-who fent him notice that if he did not immediate* 
ly furrcnder, he would put all his garrifon to the 
fword, capitulated on the ninth day after the com- Angwtt 14. 
mencement of the fiege. 

Spinola had no fooner got pofTeffion of the 
town, and repaired fome breaches in the fortifi- 
cations^ than he refolved to remove his army 
from OveryfTel, where their health was greatly 
^ffcded by the humidity of the foil , and to em- 
ploy them in fome other quarter, in which they 
would not be expofed to the fame inconveniencics. 
Having called a council of war to affitt him in his 
deliberations on this occafion , it was agreed, con« 
formably to his own propofal , that no enterprife 
could be undertaken at that time, with any pro- 
bability of fuccefs , of equal importance with the 
fiege of Rhinberg. 

This town , which commands one of the moft Rhinberg 
convenient paffages over, the Rhine, had; feveral ^*^***8««i* 
times , been taken and retaken , fince the com- 
mencement of the war; and the Dutch, in whofe 
pofTefflon it had remained fince the year 1601, 
when it was lubdued by prince Maurice , had , at 
an immenfe expenfe, made great additions to 
the fortifications. Round the 6ld fortifications, 
they had drawn a new rampart, ftrengthened with 
hatfmoons , redoubts , and ravelins , and had 
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BOOK furrounded the v^bole with a fecond ditch , of ex- 
II. traordinary breadth and depth ; to which they 
**^'* h^d added a covered way. They had ereded on 
the ifland , whi^h is feparated by a narrow chan* 
Del from the town , a ftrong fort with regular baf. 
lions, of nearly the fame extent, as the ifland it*- 
felf , and they had furnilbed another fortification 
of ftill greater extent and (Irength , defended by 
a deep intrenchment , on the oppofite bank of the 
river. 

Spidola was aware of the difficulty he mufl: 
encounter in reducing a town fo ftrongly fortified, 
and which he knew likewife to be abundantly 
fupplied with prbvifions and noilitary ftores : but, 
having been greatly difappointed by the failure of 
his enterprife againft the interior provinces , and 
being defirous of performing fome achievement, 
that might juftify the opinion which the archduke 
and the court of Spain had conceived of his abi- 
lities, even the difficulty of accomplifliing his dc- 
fign proved a motive for adopting it ; while , at 
the fame time , it determined him to exert his ut- 
moft vigor in the execution. 

Having fent orders to the count de Bucquoi to 
come to his affiftance, the count immediately dired- 
ed his march towards Rhinberg along the fouth- 
fide of the river, while he himfelf advanced to- 
s wards it on the north. No delay was unncceffa* 
rily admitted by either general; but before they 
could throw up their intrenchments , prince Mau- 
rice, having received intelligence of their defign, 
had time to fend his brother Henry Frederic with 
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a reinforcement to the garrifon of two thoufand BOOK 
men. Henry Avas accompanied on this oc- IK 
cafion by a large body of cavalry , and having ^^°^ 
executed his commillion without any lofs, he im- 
mediately returned with the cavalry to the camp ^ 
where his brother was preparing to march to the 
relief of thfe befieged with all his forces. 

In the mean time Spinola began the fiege by 
attacking the fort above-mentioned, which had 
been raifed on the fide of the river oppofite to the 
town. Of this fort , which communicated by. 
temporary bridges with the ifland and with the 
town , and was deemed a poH; of the fird import* 
ance, the defence was given to colonel Edmund, 
a Scotch officer of diftinguiflied merit , who had 
been advanced in the fervice of the flates from 
the rabk of a common foldier to that of colonel. 
Befides a numerous garrifon / upwards of feventy 
French gentlemen, who had come into the Ne* 
therlands to learn the military art, ferved under him 
as volunteers; and, that they might merit pro* 
motion on their return to their native country, 
were ready to expofe theitifelves to every danger* 
With this determined band, fupported by his 
garrifon , both horfc and foot, he fallied out againft 
Spinoia, as foon as he approached , threw a great 
part of his army into confufion, and made confii- 
derable flaughter. Spinola himfelf narrowly ef- 
caped being taken prifoner: but frelh troops 
coming forward to his affiftance, Edmund was at 
length repulfed, and obliged to retire into the 
fort. 
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ll O O K From the intrepid fpirit >vbich the garrifon dif- 
II. played in this fally, joined to the charader of 
t«o«. their commander, Spinola had reafon to exped 
the moft vigorous refiftance. But a few days af« 
ter, Edmund was killed by a (hot from the ene« 
my's camp while he was viewing his intrench- 
ments; and the garrifon, immoderately dilbeart- 
ened by his death , evacuated the fort in the fol- 
lowing night , and pafled over into the ifland. 

This precipitate meafure , the eflfcd of fudden 
dejedion, on account of the lofs of the command- 
er, was quickly attended with the moH: import- 
ant confequences. The fortifications of the ifland 
were in a great meafure commanded by the artil- 
lery of the fort which they had fo haftily aban- 
doned, and Spinola, by keeping up an inceOant 
fire on them , from which their ramparts did not 
long afford protedion , compelled them to take 
ibelter in the town. 

He then applied himfelf to ftrengthen the forti- 
fications which he had gained on the banks of 
the river, in order to prevent prince Maurice from 
approaching on that fide to the relief of the be- 
fieged; and having brought his bridge of boats 
above-mentioned from Rorcrort, he tranfported 
the greateft part of his forces over the Rhine, to 
co-operate with the count de Bucquoi, who had 
begun his operations againft the town. 

Being already fecured againft an attack on the 

fjde towards the river , he now labored to render 

himfelf equally fecure on the other fide , by caft- 

• ing a ftrong intrenchmcnt round his camp; And 
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as be wa$ perpetually prcfent himfelf , and no BOOK 
hands were permitted to b^ idle, the work was 11. 
carried on with extraordinary expedition , while a *^^ 
great proportion of his troops were employed in 
making their approaches to the town. 

There was nothing omitted on the part of the 
garrifon, which prudence and bravery could per- 
form , to retard their progrels. Animated by the 
example of the French volunteers, they fpurned 
at danger , and made feveral vigorous fallies oa 
the enemy , in fome of which they fucceeded ia 
their attempt to demoliQi their works, and in all 
of them put confiderable numb'ers to the fword. 

But the exertions of the befiegers were in pro* 
portion to the obftacles which they found it necef* 
ftry to furmount. Spinola had on no former oc« 
cafion given more confpicuous proofs of vigor ^ 
flcill , and braVery ; he expofed himfelf to every 
danger to which his troops were expofed , and at 
the fame time difcovered the moft perfedl compo- 
fure and tranquillity. The condudt of Bucquoi 
and Velafco fully juftified the opinion that was en- 
tertained of their abilities. The duke d'Offuna, 
one of the firft grandees in Spain, the princes of 
Caferta and Palcftrina, and the mar(;(uiffes of 
Eft and Bentivoglio '*, were commonly min- 
gled with the foremoft combatants, and exhibited 
a bright example of the moft heroic valor. The 
behaviour of the troops correfponded to this ex- 
ample of their general and officers. The Italians, 
and Spaniards on the one hand, and the Walloons 

** Nephew to the oelebrat^ hiftoriaA of that ngmc^ 
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BOOK and Germans on the other , animated by their 
II* leaders, and Simulated by ambition to furpafs 
'•••• their companions , difplayed in every rencounter 
the moft determined intrepidity. 

The garrifon therefore, notwithftanding the 
mod obftinate refiftance, were compelled to aban- 
don one part of their fortifications after another; 
and it foon appeared, that in order to bivt tfaem- 
felves from utter deftrudion, they roufl, ere long, 
deliver up the town, unlets prince Maurice {houl4 
come fpeedily to their relief. 

This general had already crofled the Rhine 
near Wefel , with an army amounting to fourteea 
or fifteen thoufand men; and had advanced as 
far as Alphen , which lies at the diftance of only 
a few hours march from Rhinberg. From his 
approaching fo near , and from the various move- 
ments of his troops, Spinola could not doubt 
that he intended to attack his intrenchments. He 
therefore immediately applied himfelf to fortify 
(bme hills adjoining to his camp; ;ind having 
ordered fuch of his forces as had been left for 
guarding the fort on the oppofite fide on the river, 
to come to his afliftance^ he flood prepared to 
accept of battle, in cafe it ibould be olered by 
the enemy. 

But prince Maurice was too prudent, and too 
well acquainted with the charader of Spinola , as 
well as with the flrength of his prefent fituation , 
to expofe his army to fo great sa rifk. From the 
time when the garrifon had abandoned the fort oq 
(he pppofitf^ fvip 9i t^e river, bj; h^i defpaire^ 
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of being able to raife the fiege , as all commu- BOOK 
nication with the town on that fide was thereby n, 
intercepted, and the enemy enabled to effeduate I606* 
a jundlion of their forces. They were now great- 
ly fuperior to his in number. No precaution had 
been omitted by their general to prevent a fur- 
prife. It was impoffible to attack them without 
refolving to try the fortune of a battle. And he 
confidered that while the prefervation of Rhin* 
berg would be the only fruit which he could reap 
from a vidory, a defeat mu(l be attended with 
the lofs of other towns of ftill greater importance, 
and , at the fame time , render it pradicable for 
Spinola to execute his fird plan of an invafion of 
the country beyond the Waal; he thought it ra- 
ther fortunate that this general , with fo nume- 
reus an army, had engaged in an enterprife which 
could not greatly affedl the profperity of the Uni- 
ted Provinces ; and hoped that , by his perfifting 
in it, he would exhaufl his ftrength, and lofo 
what remained of the feafon fit for adion. 

Many of prince Maurice's countrymen, how- 
ever , were diflatisfied with his inadivity on this 
occafion , and the flates general fent deputies to 
his camp to acquaint him they had expeded he 
would have made an attempt to raife the fiege. 
fiut having brought over the deputies to his opi< 
nion, he defpifed the general cenfure to which 
his condud was expofed , and ftill adhered to his 
refolution. 

By the various iQoven^epts which he ^made he 
prevcoceci the garrifon horn defpaising of his 
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BOOK approach; kept the enemy under perpetual alarm .^; 
II. and thus contributed in foroe meafure to retard 
i«od. their progrels. But Utenhovc, the governor, 
coming at length to perceive that the prince had 
no ferious intention to reheve him, and dreading^ 
if he perfifted much longer in the defence, that 
the town might be taken by aflault, refolved to 
capitulate , and offered to dejivir up the town 
upon certain honorable conditions, which Spi- 
nola readily granted, as the winter -feafon y^R$ 
faft approaching, and his army had already fuf- 
fered fuch co'nfiderable diminution that in feverai 
regiments hardly one half of the original number 
remained at the termination of the fiege '^ 

Spinola had hitherto preferved the rooft perfed 
difcipliqe in his army, and had fully experienced 
the benefit arifing from it, in the facility with 
which he procured fupplies from the neutral coun- 
tries adjoining to his camp. But, foroe time be- 

Oetober i. ^^^^ ^he prefent period , a convoy with a part of 
his money, having been intercepted by the ene- 
my, and the affairs of fome merchants, who had 
accepted his bills , having fallen into diforder , in 
confequence of lofTes fudained at fea , he was 
no longer able to pay his troops with the fame 
regularity as formerly, and confiderable arrears 
had become due. They had begun tp complain 
before the termination of the ftege, and foon af- 
ter the fame mutinous fpirit appeared among 
them, \vhich had fo often proved pernicious to 

•* Grotjus, lib, XV. Van Mcteren, lib.xxvin. Bent, 
fart iii. lib. vii. 

the 
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the Spaniih intcrcft in the Netherlands, ^pinola , BOOH 
in his treatment of the mutineers, mingled gen- 11. 
tlenefs with fe verity , and omitted nothing in. his *^*' 
power to prevent the infedion from becoming, 
general ; but his endeavours we«e in a great mea- 
fufc ineffeAual. A confider^ble number deferted , Madnfind 
and went over to the enemy's camp ; while a bo- l^^^^]^ *' 
dy of two thoufand horfe and foot , with fev^ral twopt. 
officers , directed their march towards Breda , 
and put themfelves under the protection of prince 
Maurice; who, agreeably to his ufual maxims, 
refolvcd to encourage them in their revolt; and 
fent orders to the governor of Breda to grant 
them permiffion to fortify their quarters under the 
cannon of the town, and to pur^afe provifions 
from the citizens. 

As foon as intelligence had reached him of the 
furrender of Rhinberg, Maurice had retired with 
his army into the province of Overyffel, and he 
now refolved to embrace the opportunity , which 
the mutiny of Spinola's troops afforded him, to 
recover fome of the t9wns in that province which 
had been loft. He firft attacked Lockem , which 
he reduced in a few days , and immediately after 
he laid fiege to Groll. Spinola, anxious for the sregf of 
prefervation of a place which he deemed of great Gfoii. 
importance, immediately conceived the defign of 
attempting to reliei^ it , and called a council of 
war to deliberate oij the fubjecft, A great majority 
of his officers endeavoured to perfuade him to rc^ 
hnquifh his defign , by arguments drawn from 
the latenefs of the feafpn, the humidity of ti^ 
Vol- I. O , 



194 HISTORY OF THE REIGN OP 

AOOK country through which he mud pafs, joined to 
II. the weaknefs of his array, and the pernicious con- 
i^«- fequences which muft accompany a defeat. He 
w»s deeply fenfibk of the force of thefe objec- 
tions. But he confidered that the \ok of Grolt 
would probably foon draw after it that of all his 
other conquefts beyond the Rhine; that bis late 
conqueft of Rhinbcrg would thereby become in 
a great meafure infignificant , as it derived its im- 
portance chiefly from the fccure communication 
which it afforded with his other conquefls ; that 
the glory he had acquired would thus be quickly 
buried in oblivion ; and the fruft of all thofc la- 
bors loft , wbicb had been attended with fo 
great an expenfc of blood and treafure. 

Stimulated by thefe motives, he perfifted in 
his defign , though it could not perhaps be juftifi- 
cd on the principles of prudence ; and inftantly 
feledled from his whole army eight thoufand foot^ 
and twelve hundred horfc , on whofe obedience 
and bravery* he could depend for the execution 
of any enterprife, however ijangerous. Thefe 
troops were highly pleafed with the flattering dif- 
tindion which they received, and began their 
inarch with every fymptom of ardor and aiacricy. 
The fuccefs of his enterprife Spinola knevr 
muft entirely depend on his preventing the enemy 
from having time to complete their intrench- 
ments, and with this view he advanced towards 
them with the utrooft rapidity , and in a few days 
arrived within fight of the town. Prince IVIau- 
^ice^ on the other hand^ having from the beginning 



PHILIP m. Kmo OF if Am. %^ 

believed that Spinola vrould not afttempt to intef« book 
rupt his operations, had negle^ed to employ tu 
fuch precautions as might have obftt'oAed his ap^ 
proach. Being defirous to fpate hh me», h6 
had not as ufual drawn any )ines of drcunivaKa^ 
tion round the place , and his camp itielf had no 
other defence on one f^e bfrt fonie mrafrffiy ground, 
which he had thought fulficiept to prevent aivy 
fudden indurfion of the enemy/ 

It was in this qtiarter that ^pin<4a( nefotved tA 
begin his^ attack ; and having drawn up bis army 
in four battalions , each of which had a feiall traM 
of artillery attending them , and a part of the caf- 
valry fecured by a double row of carriages oh 
their flanks, he firft rode through the feVeral 
ranks , encouraging ai^ exhorting them , aisd afc 
the fame time declaring that he was determined 
either to die or conquer; immediately after M'hich 
he gave the fignal to advance. 

But prince Maurice had from the fird appear* 
ance of the enemy refolved to decline the combat^ 
and had already begun to raifc the ficge. He 
firft withdrew his troops in good order to an ad- 
vantageous fituation, near his camp, where he 
was free from danger , and foon after retired to a 
greater diftance from the town. His army was 
greatly fupftior in number to that of the enemy; 
but many of his ipen were fickly , and worn out 
with the fatigues of a long campaign; and the 
event of battles he coniidered, depended lefs on 
the numbefl than on the intrepidity and vigor 
of the combatants. To the ignorant his conduft 
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i O O K was a matter of cenfure and furprife : but , as 

II. both his (kill and courage were unqueftioDable , 

Motf^ the conftraint which he impofed upon himfeK oa 

this pccafion was , by the more prudent and . ju« 

dicious, detmed deferving of admiration and 

applaufe. 

Such was the conclufion of this campaign ^ 
through accidents againft which no human pru* 
dence could provide. Spinola had been dilap- 
pointed in bi$ hopts of reducing the interior parts 
of the United Provinces ; but , from his condu(5t 
in the fiege of Rhinberg, and. the 'relief of 
Groll, all the world were fatisfied that, on his 
part, neither \abilities nor vigor would have 
been wanting to carry the plan which he had 
concerted into fuccefsful execution '\ 

'* Piafecii Chronica* Grotius, lib. xv. Bentivc^lio^ 
part ill. lib. vii* IQeteren, lib. x xUi. 
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iJOON after the tranfadions above related a ncgo- BOOK 
ciation for peace was begun, in the courfe of m. 
which it appeared that neither of the two con- KegocUdoa 
tending parties were intent on the farther pror'^"*^?***** 
fecution of the wan But , in order fully to com- 
prehend their views and motives, a more parti- 
cular account of fonie of their operations at fea, 
in the Eaft- Indies , and in America , is neceffary , 
than could have been conveniently given in the 
preceding books. 

It may juftly appear furprifing, that a (late pof- 
fcffed of fo fmall a territory as the republic of the 
United Provinces Ihould have been able to fup- i 

port the expenfe of a war at home againft fo 
potent an enemy. Yet, during the continuance 
of this war , their exertions were not confined to 
the Netherlands. They maintained at the fame 
tinnc a numerous fleet of (hips, of war, witji 
\yhich they generally proved vidorious in aft 

• O 3 



19S fflSTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

BOOK their naval rencounters with the enemy , while 
Jllb they fuccefsfully attacked bis dominions in the 
mod diflant quarters of the globe. They had 
been much indebted for their fuccefs in the Low 
Countries to the afli(lance in money and troops 
which they received from Henry IV. and queen 
Elizabeth; but as the aid which thefe princes 
could afford them was never liberal , they muft 
have funk under the power of their enemies , but 
for thofe copious refources which they opened by 
the extenfion of their trade. 
Proreft ©f ^^^ inhabitants of the Low Countries had for 
arts in the feveral ceutuHcs been diftinguifbed by 'their in- 
duQry, and their (kill in manufadures* Even in 
the time of the Rooian republic , they had given 
proofs of their fuperior ingenuity '. When by 
the irrgptions pf thofe northern barbarians who 
overturned the Ropaan empire, all the ufeful arts 
pf life, as well 9$ letters and fcience, had been 
well nigh extinggiQied, they were firft revived 
aod fuccefsfuUy cultivated by the Flemings, and 
Other inhabitants of the Netherlands. About the 
middle of the tenth century, free marts, or fairs, 
were eftiibliflied by Baldwin, earl of Flanders, to 
which great numbers of merchants from Germa- 
, ny* France, and other places reforted, to pur- 

<^afe the naanufadlure^ in which the Flemings fo 
I9uch excelled. The example of Baldwin was 
imitated by bis fucceflbrs for almofl three centu- 
rics^ daring which period the induftry and com- 

^ ' pft fiunii|a& ge^us folertiae, atque ad omnia imitanda 
jgusB a ^uoquo ^fdumur aptiffiinum. Vide Csfar, lib. viu 
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merce of the Flemings were carried to the grcatcft BOOK 
height, and remained unrivalled by the other Eu* ii|. 
ropean nations. But the fucceeding fovereigns, 
finding it neceffary for defraying the expenfe of 
the wars in which they were often engaged with 
the neighbouring princes , to impofe various taxes 
on commodities, great numbers of the manufac- 
turers and merchants, unaccuftomed to fuch im- 
pofitions, withdrew into Holland, where they 
were at once free from taxes , and much lefs ex- 
pofed to thofe calamities of war, which they had 
often experienced in the more open provinces of 
Flanders and Brabant. 

Tie art of falting herrings having, in thi four- 
teenth century,* been difcovered by William Bu» 
crem, a nativeof Pierulcm, in Flanders, the her* 
ring trade-, which hath proved fo copious a fource 
of wealth and induftry to the Netherlands, was 
firfl: cultivated by the citizens of Sluys and Bru- 
ges; but it was foon afterwards communicated to 
the Dutch , who improved to the utmofl: the a(L 
vantages which their fitviatioxi afforded them for 
carrying it on with fuccefs. They were , at the 
fame time , in pofleflion of the cod add whale fifb- 
ery; and, while they exported great quantities 
of iifli , and of manufadures , they were every 
year extending their trade in the fouthern parts 
of Europe, in the countries which lie round the 
Baltic , and in thofe parts of Germany with which 
they comipunicated by the Rhine and other rivers 
which pafs through their territory, before thejr 
fall into the fea» 

O4 



200 HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 



BOOK 
111. 



Before the middle of tbe fixtecnth centuty the 
provinces of Holland and Zealand , underwent an 
important change by the great increafe of the 
number of inhabitants , occafioned by the perfe- 
cutions on account of religion in France and 
Germany. Charles the Fifth had refolved to ex- 
tirpate the Protcftants from his dominions in the 
Netherlands, as well as from thofe in Germany; 
but he had been in a great meafufe deterred from 
the prbfecution of bis defign , partly by the partial 
affedion which he bore towards his Dutch and 
Flemifli fubjeds j and partly by his dread of the 
fatal confequences , with which the rigorous exe- 
cution pf his edi(3s might be attended , with re- 
gard to tb^ir manufadlures and their trade. 

Both the French and German Proteftants there* 
fore found an afylum in the Netherlands, and 
imported thither their families, their wealth, and 
their induftry. Of the advantages refulting from 
thence Brabant and Flanders participated in com* 
<mon with the more northern maritime provinces , 
but the intolerant and .oppreffive Spirit of the 
Spanifti government prevented them from Jong 
enjoying thofe advantages. It was chiefly by the 
manufadurers and merchants that the opinions 
of tbe reformers were embraced ; they were per- 
fecuted with the moft unrelenting fury , alnd they 
Jikewif^ moft feverely f^It the burden of thofe 
oppreffive taxes that were impofed. By the 
cruel treatment which they received, feveral thou- 
lands of them were compelled to withdraw into 
other countries. Many went over to England , 
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where Elizabeth was ready to afford them her BOOK 
protc<5lion. * But when the maritime provinces had ill* 
afferted their liberty, and Ghent , Bruges, and 
Antwerp, after an unfucccfsful ftruggle, had again 
fubmitted to the Spanifh yoke , by much the 
greater part of the Flemifli emigrants retired into 
Holland or Zealand , and took up their refidencc 
in Middleburgh , Haerlem , Leyden , and Amfter- 
dam. In their new abode 'they enjoyed the free 
cxercife of their religion , a privilege which they 
deemed a^ compenfation for every hardCbip they 
might find it neccffary to undergo. The country 
which they had made choice of being of fmall ex- 
tent, could not afford fuftenance for one third 
part of its inhabitants. But being fituated in the 
heart of Europe , at the mouth of fcveral naviga- 
ble rivers , and moft of the towns communicating 
with each other by thefe rivers, or by canals, no 
country could be more commodious either for 
inland or foreign trade. While their fituation And eoou 
therefore prompted them to apply themfelves 
to commerce , by the' convenicncies which at 
afforded for carrying it on , they at the fame 
time founds it neceffary to engage in it, as the 
oniy means of their fubfiftence and fupport 

No branch of it , to which they could find ac* 
cefs, or from which any profit could be derived, 
was negledled ; nor did they confine themfelves, 
like other nations , to the exporting of fpch of 
their own commodities as they could fpare ^ or 
the importing of fuch commodities from other 
countrie's as their neceffities required , but they 
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BOOK likewife traded for other nations , and had many 
llL of their (hips continually employed in carrying 
the merchandize of one Dation to another. This 
fpecies of commerce had been formerly pofleffed 
by the Anfeatic or maritime towns on the Bal- 
tic; but the fituation of the Dutch, between the 
Northern and Southern European nations , was 
more commodious for carrying it on. The necef- 
iity which their circumftances impofed upon them , 
of continual adtion and employment , had prompt- 
ed them to engage in it; and their extreme fru- 
gality and rigid economy , by rendering it prac- 
ticable for them to trade for fmaller profits , had 
enabled them to wreft it from their competitors! 
and to engrofs it almofl; wholly to themfelves. 
' ^ Among the various branches of commerce in 

Mrhich the Dutch difplayed fo much acflivity and^ 
enterprife, one of the moft confiderable confided 
in carrying from the countries lying round the 
Baltic to the different ports in Spain and Portu- 
gal, great quantities of corn and naval ftores; 
in return for which , befides fruits , wine , and 
other produdions of thofe Southern Kingdoms, 
they received the gold and filver of America, and 
the fpices and other commodities which the Por- 
tuguefe imported from India or Lifbon. The pe- 
riod when this branch of trade commenced , can- 
not be exadly afcertained. Being of fmall ex- 
tent at firil, it has efc^ped the notice of hiflori- 
ans. But it had become confiderable foon after 
the beginning of the fixteenth century, and be- 
fore the middle of that century , it was dbemed a 
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Ipecies of commerce of the firft importance. It BOOK 
vras equally necelTary to Spain and Portugal as to ill, 
the United Provinces , and was for this reafon 
connived at by .the court of Spain for many years 
after the revolt in the Netherlands; being dill 
carried on by the Dutch themfelves, who* found 
DO other precaution neceflary but to fail under the 
Sag of fome neutral power at peace with Spain. 
But Philip's refentment againft his revolted fub- 
jefts being on (bme occafions too violent to be 
reftrained by confiderations of policy or prudence, 
the Dutch /hips were fometimes conBfcated, the 
commanders thrown into prifon , and the failors ei* 
ther fent to the gallies^ or compelled to ferve on 
board the Spanifli fleet. This monarch having 
come ^t length to fufped that the commerce which 
he had hitherto in fome meafure permitted, was 
of infinitely greater advantage to the enemy than 
to bimfelf , and being defirous to deprive them of 
what he believed to be a principal fource of their 
increafing wealth and ftrength , he refolved to en- 
force an edift which he had formerly publifliedf 
prohibiting his fubjeAs in Spain and Portugal 
from holding intercourfe with* the revolted pro- 
vinces; the Dutch traders were, in confeiyience of 
this reXoIution , every year more harraffed than 
the preceding, till the reftraints and vexations 
which they fuffered had become intolerable. 

Finding themfelves therefore mider the mecef- 
fity of abandoning this gainful traffic, they began 
to confider whether they might not , in another 
way, fecure to themfelves the advantages which 
they had hitherto derived from it. 
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BOOK As the principal objed of the voyage vas to 
111. procure more particular information than they yet 
pofleffcd concerning the country, and the dif- 
ferent branches of trade which it afforded , Hoot- 
man was, inftruded , as much as poflGble , to avoid 
the fettlements of the Portuguefe , and carefully 
to abftain from all hoftilities , when they were 
not neceffary for his defence: nor was be inatten- 
tive to thcfe inftrudions; he might, in his way to 
India, have feizcd a rich carac in which tbc 
archbifliop of Goa was returning home; but 
though be went on board that veffel , in order to 
procure intelligence , he fuffered it to proceed oa 
its voyage without moleftation. 
opefitsons After vifi ting the coafts of Africa and Brafjl^ 
in theiBdift. jj^ j^^l^lgd ^^e Cape of Good Hope, and pro- 
ceeded to the ifle of Madagafcar , in which ifland 
and that of St. Mary he wai detained for fome 
time , in confequence of a diffenfion which hap- 
pened between him and the other commanders , 
Swith regard to the route which it was proper to 
jiiM I 6 pwrf"^* From St. IVlary he at length proceeded 
to Sumatra , and from thence to Bantam , in the 
ifland of Java , where be began to purcbafe pep^ 
per and other fpiceries. At firft he was well rc- 
- ceived, and no averfion was difcovered by the 
natives to enter into a commercial treaty vrith 
him ; but the jealoufy of the Portuguefe raer- 
chants , a confiderable nurhber of whom refided 

fburth , of fifty. The value of the whole equipment wts 
ei^aied at four hundred fcboufand florins. 
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at Bantam, being inftantly alarmed, they refofved BOOK 

to exert their influence to efifeduate his ruin, HI* 

For this ena , carrying rich prefents in their hands, 

the only means of procuring accefs to the princes' 

of India , they reprefented the Dutch to the king 

or general of Bantam as pirates , and the com« 

mbn enemies of human kind » of whofe rapine 

and violence his fubjeds would foon have fatal 

experience , if they did not embrace the prefent 

opportunity /when they were few in number, ta 

cut them off, and to prevent their return. Th« 

governor, ignorant, and therefore credulous, was 

eaGly perfuaded of the truth of this reprefenta* 

tion, and confented to follow the counfel that wa9 

given him. But diftrufting his ability to deftroy 

them by open force, he refolved to employ fraud - 

and treachery. He pretended an inclination to 

have a commercial treaty , which had been pro- 

pofed by the Dutch , concluded , and defired that 

Houtman and the other officers would come to 

his palace to adjuft the terms. Sufpedling no de« 

ceit , Houtman , and one or two more , complied 

with his requeft , and were immediately takea 

into ciiftody. The governor had abfurdly be^ 

lieved that all the officers would have accepted his 

invitation, and that the ihips, having no perfoni 

on board that were fit to command them , would 

then llave become an eafy prey. Being difap-* 

pointed ii% this expedlation , be dreaded the cocv- 

fequences of putting his prifoners to death , while 

their corapamons remained at liberty to take venge-* 

ance on him lov hi$ perfidy^ StiU ^ howevqr ^ 
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B O O K bt detained tbem in prifbn , and refufed to liften 
111. to the repeated folicitauons of their friends in their 
behalf; till the Dutch fliips having be^un to can- 
oonade the town , laid part of it in ruins , be at 
length reftored them to their liberty. 
. Soon after this, Houtman finding, on a review 
of his HE^en, that by' death, occafioned chiefly by 
the climate , they had fuffered a diminution of 
more than one third of their number, ordered one 
of his (hips to be burnt, and fet fail for Europe 
with the reft ; carrying with him fome of the na- 
tives of Madagafcar and Sumatra , a Japanefe , a 
Chinefef and a pilot of the name of Abdul, dif- 
tinguilhed for his knowledge of the Indian feas. 
After a profperous voyage of between five and 
fix months , he arrived lafe in the Texel in the 
beginning of Auguft ♦ 1597 1 having fpent aimed 
two years and a half in his expedition. He hardly 
brought home with him weakh fufficient to de- 
fray the expenfe of his equipment ; but both he 
and his companions were now able to give the 
mod fatisfadlory inlFormation to their employers. 
The Indians too, whom he had induced to ac- 
company him , were likely to be afterwards of the 
greateft ufe j and the hopes which his countrymen 
conceived of greater fuccefs in their future voya* 
g^es, were raifed to the greateft height'. 

The Portugucfe, they knew, would giv^all the 
oppofition in their power to every attempt which 

they 

* Metcren , lib. xvii. & xviil. Antonii Thyfii Hittorla Navi^ 
lis, Lugd. Batav. 4to. 1657, p. 117, &c» , 
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they could make, either to eftablifli their trade, BOOK 
or to jjrocure a fettlement in India ; but, from m, 
the accounts which they hid received of the de- 
clining power of thePbrtuguefe, arid of the man* 
Dcr in which the eaftern nations were affei^ed tOr 
Wards them, they hoped to be able, either to 
dude, or to counteract their malignity. 
, A bolder and morC' enterprifing fpirit had net fottbeaHi 
ver been difplayed than the Portuguefe had ma. £"'*",!"*' 
nifefted iii their numerous, conqiiefts and difcovev 
riesj and nOconquefts, fo extcnfive and import- 
atnt, had been ever mide with fo fmall a force;^ 
or by a oatioa poffeffed of fuch fcanty rtiburccst 
Animated at once by almod alt tbe pafGons which 
inoti -powerfully impel the human mind,, by ava-t 
rice, by bigotry, and by ambition, they had per-; 
lormed exploits, which feemed to be beyond the. 
power of man, and were regarded by all thofe 
barbaroiis nations; over Whom they triumphed 
witi ' ' "cyi as more than men. They 

had es makers of a^ the moi'e im- . 

pon cdaft' of Guinea. They had 

exp 'ans from tbat of ZangUebar,^ 

wh med fettlemcrits, which gave •• 

thei d of all the gold and filvei^ 

min itry, from Sofala to Melinda^ 

Th( a decided fuperiority over the 

Egyptians; though aided by the Venetians, in the 
Red ^a; <and had thus put an e'n'tife ftop to that 
gainful tr«de which the Venetians 'had fo lone, 
carried on, with (ndia , by the way of Suez and 
Alexandria. Their arms had been attended with 
Vol.. I. .. P 



9IO HISTORY OF THE REK3N OF 

BOOK equal fuccefs in the Perlian Guff, and on 
llf» the coaft of Pcrfia, Malabar, and Malacca. They 
had acquired poffcflion of Ceylon, and the Mo- 
lucca and Sunda iflands; and, by their cftabli/h- 
meat at Macao , they had fecurcd to themfelves 
the trade of China and Japan. 

Had the Portuguefe, at the prefcnt period, 
jioflefTed the fame vigor and intrepidity of which 
they had given fuch confpicuous proof on tbcir 
firft arrival in India , it is probable that any attttnpt 
to difpoffefs them would have proved abortive: 
but they were no longer the fame people as be- 
fore. The firft conquerors of Indi^ were aJI cx- 
tind; and their fucceflbrs, a few only excepted, 
^ett men defiled with the moft odious vicesi 
Ivhich rendered them a fcoufgc to the peopW 
committed to their care. Removed to io gr<at a 
diftance frdm the feat of government, as gave them 
hopes of impunity for the mbft flagitious crimes ; 
corrupted by profpcrity , and enervated by the ch- 
mate , while their religion , of the moft illiberal 
kind, only ferved to render tljem niore ferocious , 
their condudl towards the natives was equally op- 
ireffive and perfidious. Attempts were made, 
\y fome virtuous viceroys, to reform the number- 
Ifefs abufes which had been committed; bpt thefc 
^reat men , whofe names are handed down to pof- 
terity with juft applaufe, were too few in number, 
and their government of too fhorr continuance, 
to produce any permanent effed. Corruption ot 
^very kind had ftruck its roots too deep to be i^ 
cafiiy extirpated ; and the natives?, who had been 
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long difguftcd, began to feci contempt, mixed fOOip 
>jvith abhorrence of their oppreffors , in the room HI* 
of that refpeft and dread\which they had formerly 
been accuftomed to entertain. 

After the fubjccftion of Portugal to the crown 
of Spain , the affairs of the Portuguefe in India 
vrcre more than ever neglefled by the govern- 
ment at home, and diforders of every kind were 
increafed and multiplied. It was believed by fome 
perfons, that Philip 11. agreeably to the maxims 
of his malignant policy, was well pleafed that 
the power of his new fubjeds (bould fuffcr a di- 
tninution , as he would thereby find it eaficr tm 
marntain his ufurped authority. But it is more 
reafonable to fuppofe that his attention being 
wholly engroffed by objeds, which he judged to 
be of greater importance, he had not leifure to 
attend to the affairs in India; and found it, there- 
fore, in fome meafure neceffary to leave the fe«» 
vcral governor.^ at liberty to ad without control. 
However this be , it is certain that they aded 
tnoTC like independent monarchs than the fubjeds 
of one common prince, to whom they Svcre ac^ 
. countable for their condud, and feemcd to have 
forgotten the relation which they had bore, and 
the duties which they owed , both to their coqn- 
try and to one another; while each individual 
was folely attentive to his private intcreft, andfel- 
dom fcrupled to promote it at the expenfc cither 
of faith or of humanity. The natives had , on dif- 
ferent occafions , taken arms , and attempted to 
vindicate their rights againft their lawlefs opprcffort. 

P 2 
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BOOK Their efforts hitherto had not been vigorous , nor 

111. attended in the ifTue with fuccefs ; but they were 

become more than ever impatient under the 

injuries which they fuffered, and longed for an 

opportunity to aflfert their liberty. 

Such was the (Ute of the Portuguefe , and fucb 
the difpofition of the natives with regard to them» 
when the Dutch made their firft voyage to the 
Indies* They were thereby encouraged to per/ift 
in their attempt to eftablifli trade in thofe parts; 
and a fpirit of enterprife and adventure was excited^ 
which foon diffufed itfelf over all the maritime 
provinces. The Spanilh minifters imprudently 
jcontributed to quicken this adventurous fpirit^ 
and to confirm the Dutch in the r^Iblution they 
liad formed I by republilhing, foon after the accef- 
iion of the prefent king , an edid , prohibiting the 
Spaniards and Portuguefe from all commercial in- 
tercourfe with them in the ftrideft manner, and 
under the fcvereft penalties. They might have 
perceived the folly of this meafure from the effe<fb 
which their former reflridions on the Dutch 
trade had already produced; but they attended 
only to the immediate inconvenience which was 
occafioned thereby to the enemy, without confi- 
dering either the advantages which the Dutch 
might ultimately derive from their prohibition , 
er the prejudice which the Spaniards and Porta* 
guefe were likely to fuftain. 

By the advice of the count de Fuentes, a no. 
bleman of great abilities, but naturally haughty 
and fevere , and extremely ignorant of the 
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conomercial intercft of his country, the prohibitory BOOK 
cdi<a was carried into the moft rigorotis execution. Ill, 
A ftridl inquiry was made , at all the fea-ports of 
Spain and Portugal, whether any of the Dutch 
had come thither under the colors of any neutral 
power; and as a confiderable number were difco* 
vered to have been guilty of this temerity , their 
Ihips and goods were confifcated, and they them- 
felves either caft into prifon , or fen t to the gall^es 
and condemned to work as flaves. 

The ftates general, in order to exprefe thei^ 
contempt of this condud of the Spanifh court, 
pubiiihed an edidl, in which, beffdes prohibiting 
ail intercourfe ^ between their fiibjeds and thofe 
of ^ the king of Spain, they declared, that they 
would treat as enemies the fubjedts of all neutral 
powers , who ihould carry comnuxKties , of what* 
ever kind , to the ports of Spain , |^o|•tugal', o? 
Flanders. 

To this manifefto , copies of which were fbnt to 
the courts of the feveral maritime powers , no an* 
Iwer was returned, nor any objedtion made , by 
the ftates or princes who received it ; and the 
French monarch gave , on this occafion , a ftriking 
proof of his favor for the Dutch , by publifhing a 
declarationi, that if any of his ftibjedls fhould , for 
tber fpace of fix months , adventure to trade with 
Spain , they muft do it at their private rifk, with- 
out the hopes of his protedlion. 

While the Dutch in this manner (bowed thefr 
contempt of the Spanifh trade , and the prohibitory 
cdii^ , being more than ever intent on pro{ecuUP£ 

Pa 
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BOOK the trade which they had begun io India, (everal 

IIK different aflbciations were formed by the merchants 

io Holland and Zealand , almoft immediately after 

the return of their &cct under the comsaand of 

Houtman ; and before the end of the following 

year, more than eighty Ihips, complei;ely equipped, 

and furniihed with various articles of commerce, 

Duteii trtdt were fent out ; the greater part of them to the Eaft* 

in both Id. Indies, and fome to the Weft, and to the coafts 

iticcoaft«f of Africa, while others were ordered to attempt 

Ainca. ^ paffage by the Straits of Magellan into the 

Pacific Ocean. 

They were divided into fcoall ^eets , conixfting 
chiefly of four, fix, or eight armed veffels, from 
^>out one hundred and fifty to three or four 
kundred tons, fome of which had regular troops 
on board , that were furniihed by Prince Maurice 
Und the ftajtes. Their ioftrudioas were nearly the 
fame as thofe which had been given to the com* 
manders employed in the firft expedition, to avoid 
the (ettlements of the Portuguefe and, as much 
as poflible.^ to abftain lirom hoftilities. But it was 
irapoOible for .them ftridly to comply with thefe 
inftrudtions. Their enemies were fpread almoft 
every where over the coafts which they vifitcd; 
l^pd being equally animated by jealoufy , and by 
lefentm^nt , w^re refolved to give them all the 
qppoTition , and to do tiiem all the npiifchief in their 
power. They had labored to infpire the natives 
vrith the £ime malignity ; and on the minds . of 
ibmeof them their mifreprefentations had produced 
the defired effcd. It was not /only the dangers ^ 
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therefore, of voyages, fo long an4 difficult, JIQOS 
^through climates the moft advcrfe to the humai^ \ii^ 
conftitution 9 which the Dutch encountered itji 
the profccution of their defign; but, after their 
arrival on thofe coafts, where the trade, w^icli 
they defircd to eftablift , rauft be carried on, they 
found it neceffary to fight, and to negociate by 
turns. They had the prejudices of the natives to 
overcome ; and they were obliged to ftand perpe- 
tually on their guard againft the machinations of 
ihc Portuguefe , who pradlifed every method 
which they could dcvifc to acconaplife their de^ 
iruiflion , whether hy fecret fraud , or open force 
;uid violence. 

The Fortuguefe had no fucb formidably oppo{v 
tion to encounter, when they firft arrived in In- 
dia. The ihips of their enemies w^rc few if^ 
number, and AiKich inferior to tlieir^, both in rer 
fpcd of ftrcngth and fize ; and the towns whic^ * 

they attacked were weakly fortified , and unfki^ 
fully defended by a daftardly , effeminate , and 
Jccble race of men. Whereas the Pqtch encoun-» 
,tered fleets of fliips of the fame cpnf^rudion as 
their own, and were obliged to contend with an 
enemy, who, befides being accufloraed to tho 
climate, and familiarly acquainted with the Indian 
feas, were not lefs diftinguiflied than theoftfelves 
for their naval and military fki't* 

But their condu<^ was wifely adapted to theii 
circumftances, being equally prudent whether it 
refpcded the natives or the Portuguefe. They 
loon convinced the former of the faUhood .ol 
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BOOK thoGe injurious afperfions which the latter bad caft 
ill* upon their charader; and by the moderation', 
juftice', and humanity , which they difplay^d in all 
their dealings , proved that, in purity of manners; 
they were much fuperior to their accufers. They 
Were foon allowed to trade in many places , from 
whence the Portuguefe had labored to exclude 
them ; and as with indefatigable i^iduflry tbejr 
improved to the utmoft every advantage whick 
they enjoyed , they came , ere long t t6 procure 
admifljon to feveral of the mod important bran* 
ches of commerce. * • 

' As the extenfion of their trade ,- s^nd not con* 
<}ueft , was the great objed which they purfued ; 
they avoided all unneceffary rencounters with the 
Portuguefe; but they ^cre generally ^ell prepa- 
ted to defend thcmfelves wHcn i^ttacked, gav^ 
many proofs of the moft determinod bravery , and 
Sometimes triumphed- over the fuperior force and 
numbers of the eAcmy. Still, however, they kept 
the great end of their voyages perpetually in view. 
The fame 'time which they fpund it neceflary tp 
fpend in repairing the damages faftained in battle, 
l^aslikewife employed in trading with the natives; 
and as foon as their cargoes were complete , and 
their damages repaired , they returned to Hollands 
thus enriching tUeir employers, and enabling them 
not only to defray the expenfe of their equipment, 
but to exert themfelves with redoubled Jvigor ia 
the profecution pf their deigns. 

Although fome pf the numberlefs voyages 
%yhk:h they had undertaken , had , through 
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ini(condu<fl or cro& accidents, proved unfortunate , B O Q Bt 
they had been in general fufficiently fuccefsful to m^ 
render it their intcreft to perfe vere. The focieties ^ 
however , of merchants , by whom the Indian 
trade had been carried on , were not fatisiied with 
the profits which it afforded. They complained 
that too great a number of adventurers had enga* 
gedinit; and that in confequence thereof, as they 
muft pay much higher prices for Indian good$ 
than had beep formerly given by the Portuguefe » 
fb they found it necefiary to fell them mucli 
cheaper; and would either be ruined by their e£. 
forts to eftabliih this new branch of commerce , Qt 
obliged to abandon it altogether. ^ 

Thi$ evil , which could hardly have been apt 
prehended in the beginning of a trade, attended 
with fo great expenfe and danger , would proba- 
bly have foon been remedied by a diminution of 
the number of competitors , the natural confe- 
quence of fmall profits in any branch of com* ' 
merce ; and if the evil complained of, had been the 
only reafon for the interpofitipn of the ftates , it 
may be queftioned whether they ought to have in? 
terpoled. But, befides this , there was another rea- 
fon of greater weight. The Portuguefe in India , 
being under the diredion of their governors oif 
viceroys, could more eafily adt in concert, than 
the great number of independent Dutch focieties : 
and the fmall fleets or {ingle fhips , belonging to 
ihefe focieties , were expofed to the danger of 
being feparatcly attacked i^nd deftroycd one afte^ 
another, ,\>y ap ep?nDiy with whpip if they tp^ 
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t O O K coold ad in concert , they might be al^e to con- 
III, tend Determined by tbcfc confiderations , the 
i^a. ftates general in the year 160 i, united the fcveral 
fJdu coi^ focietics of traders into one body , under the 
piuty. name of the Eaft- India company; on which , be« 

fides the exclufiye privilege of trading beyond the 
Cape of Good Hope on the one hand , and iJie 
Straits of Magellan on the other ; they confer- 
red the power of adminiflering juftice, of bmlding 
forts , of appointing governors and garriCons , of 
raifing troop*?, and of making peace and war wirfi 
the Indian princes. A fund, amounting to more 
tliaa fix millions of florins , was immediately fub< 
fcribed for by the merchants in the principal ma<> 
ritime towns, and managers were appointed, under 
whof^ diredion all the trade to India was hence- 
forth to be carried on. This company being the 
ifirft regular commercial fociety, of which we read 
in hiftory, has ferved in fome meafure as a model 
to all the trading companies that have been cre- 
ated in modern times. It confifted chiefly of thofe 
who had been engaged as private adventurers in 
the Indian trade; and by thefe men, who bad 
profited from their former errors, and were well 
acquainted with that trade in all its branches, the 
affairs of the company were, from the beginning, 
conduded with confummate (kill ; nor was their 
good fortune inferior to tlie prudence which they 
difplayed. Having by their juftice and modera- 
tion , extinguiflied thole groundlefs prejudices 
againft their national charader , which the Portu*. 
guefe had labored to inftil into the minds of the 
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Indian princes , dicy were almofi; every where re- BOOK 
ceived with favor, and in feveral places obtained iii. 
permiffion to eftablifh fadories , and to build forts **^* 
for theprotedion of their trade. They were requeft- 
cd by fbme of tbefe princes ^ to lend their al£ft«- 
ance in expelling- the Portugufefc , and in their 
rencounters with that nation they generally came 
off victorious. They made innun>erable captures 
of their ricfaefl; fhips. Their trade was every year 
more widely extended , and the profits arifing 
from it 5 were greater than they had been accnf- 
toihed to derive from any Ibnner branch of com- 
merce. The principal caufes of their weaknefs 
iiave been already explained , and to .thefe mud 
be added this confideration , that, on the other 
. feand , the trade and power of the Portuguefe were 
quickly haftening to decay. While their rivals 
were every feafon receiving reinforcements both 
of Ibips and troops , they were left unfupported 
by their friends in Europe , to ftruggle with the 
difficulties which furrounded them. The ftrength 
of Portugal had long been exhaufted by the too 
numerous emigration of its inhabitants, and the 
Spani/h minifters, befides that their attention was 
entirely occupied by other objedls , found more 
than fufficient employment at home for all the 
force ^nd treafurc which thiey poffefled. 

It was this reafon , and not , as has been fuppo- 
fed, the deiire of having Portugal reduced to a 
Ilate of weaknefs , and tJiereby rendered more 
tame and obfequious , that prevented the Court 
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1 O K of Spain from affording that afliftaqee to the Por« 
|ii. tugucfe in India , which their exigencies fo much 
'^^ required at the prefent period. They Were almoft 
equally inattentive , or equally unable to afford 
fupport to tlie Spanifli traders and colonifts as to 
the Portugue{^. Many c^ptur^s were made of 
their (hips loaded with the treafures of America 
and the Indies* Their fleets were fometimes block* 
*ed up in their harbour^^ , till the feafon fit for en* 
^eriog on their voy^ge$ had elapfed ; and their (et- 
tlementson the coafts were often plundered, foroct 
times, by the Dutch, and fometimes by the EngUIhi 
with impunity. * "^ a 

Nor was it only in the Indies, arid on the coafts 
of America , that the fubjeds of the Spanilh mo* 
narchy were expofed to the depredations of their 
enemies. While the war with England fubfifted, 
the coafts of Spain itfelf had been infulted both by 
the Dutch and Englifh , and many ihips in the 
harhdurs eitl^er taken qr deftroyed. After the 
cftablifhment of peace with France ^nd England , 
the Spanifl) minifters had conceived .the hopes of 
Ending it eafy, not only to refift the moft vigo- 
rous efforts of the Dutch, but ere long, to. re- 
duce them to obedience. But although they had 
paw only a fingle epetny to contend with , whom 
they had long been accu(lom?d to defpife ^ that 
Oier^y , through the great increafe of their tcatde 
jLtid navigation , were becoqae mote powerful^ 
while they themfelves , from the decay of their 
ti[ade ap.^, Qther caufes , were muph vfeaker than 
before. For fpme timepafti therefore^ the Spanis^rd^ 
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bad foUnd it equally difBctilt to defend themfel- BOOH 
ves againft the Dutch alone, as they had done in. 
formerly againft the Dutch ^ and Englifh , and i66f. 
trench united. 

Philips mihiftdrswei'e not ignorant of the four^ 
CCS frorn vrhence the Dutch had received fo ^^a£ 
an acceffion of wealth and power; and of one of 
tbefe we havcfeen, they had in vain endeavour^ 
cd to deprive them » by the prohibition 6f their 
trade with Spain and Portugal. , Another not left 
copious they knew , was their cod and herring > 

fiibery , on the coaft of England and theNpthef* 
Janils; and to deprive them of thi9 , and at thd 
fame vane , to intercept their navigation in the ' 
narrow feas , between the fontbern and noi'thera 
ftates of Europe^ bad for fome years been a prin- 
cipal objed of their attention. It was with this rhnSpnu 
view that all thofe gallies bad been equipped) ardi attemiit 
which , as formerty related ^ bad been intrufted I>^^'f cj^.* 
to the command of Frederic de Spinola ; and with mtrct. 
the fame view there had been fitted ont at Nieu- 
port and Dunkirk a great number of armed vet 
fcls, from which the Dutch fuffered coiifiderable 
mokilation in their ccfafting trade and fifhery. But 
all Sptndas gaUies h^ either been deftroyed or 
had fajlen ipto the hands of the Dutch , when they 
got poffeffion of Sluys; and the States having pro- 
vided fome (bips of war on purpofe , had , on fohie 
occafions , taken fignal vengeance pn the priva^ 
tccrs of Nieuport and Dunkirk, the crews of which 
they always treated as pirates, and either hanged 
or drowncij. Their fleets now rode triamphaai 
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S O O K ttom tlie' Baltic to the ftraits of Gibraltar and 
jil. their European as well a$ their African and Indian 
i^or* trade was at this time in a much more fiouri(hing 
condition than ever *. 

The courts of Spain and Bruflels had long be- 
lield this fuperiority of th't naval power of the 
Dutch , with much anxiety. They dreaded from 
it the utter extindion of their commerce ; and 
•perceived , that in order to prevent this eflFed , it 
would f ere lon^ , be neceflary to put a period to 
QMftt width the war. N6r did peace appear t6 be lefs necef- 
spMith fl^ ^^ • when they confidered what bad hithertd 
aiftm to been the iflTue of their military operations at land^ 
wiik fiw fj*. than when they refleded on the numberlefs loffci 
which they had fuftained at Uiur Their moft 
firenuous endeavours to reduce the revolted pro- 
vinces to obedience had ferved bnly to render At 
people more expert , am} more obftinate fn dieir 
defence s to ftrengtben the bond of their interhsd 
« union ; and to confirm the neighbouritiig powers 

in their refolution*of affording them afififtance and 
Support. The maritime provinces almoU furround- 
ed by the fea, and every where intcricded by 
the rivers and canals , had hitherto been found 
Impregnable ; and the fouthern frontier had lately 
been ftrengthened by the acquifition • of fome 

* Rccueil de Voyages , &c. Van Mctereii paflim ; — Gro- 
tins. De Wit's Maxinw. — Thyfii Hift. Navalis , paffim. 
Huet on the Dutch Commerce. Janizon^ Etat prefent des Prov. 
Un. RecoeU des voyages qui ont fervi a I'EtablUTement & aux 
Progres de la Compagnie des Indes Orientales formee dans 
ks Provinces Unie^ des Pali^ • BaS, ^ Rouen , 17$ 9.. 
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Sluys and Breda. 

The Marquis of Spinola had wifely direded his 
attack againft th6 confederates in that quartet, 
^vbcre they were the worft prepared for refiftance.! 
The army which he comraanded, hard been the 
XQoft numerous which could pofCble be colleded. 

Through the united exertions which had been 
made by the archdukes, the court ofSpaiii, and 
by the matquis Jhimfelf , who had mortgaged bis 
ample fortune in order to prOcute rtone'y , hi!s 
tfoops having regularly tcceived their pay , had 
been kept und^r the ftriileft difcipline. All h:h 
operations had been conduced with cdnfumhiatfe 
{kill; and nothing had been omitted on his part 
which might have enfurcd fuccefs ; yet he hsid 
been utterly unable to furmount the difficulties 
vrKich he encountered. Infiead of penetrating into 
the interior provinces , he had been obliged tb 
reft fatisfied with conquefts , from whence no folid 
advantage could be derived. From the fatigues 
which they had undergone , and the moifture of 
the climate , the army had lately fuffered confidefw 
ible dimimuioh, Thofe funds from whence tht 
marquis had defrayed the cxpenfes of the laft cam- 
paign , had for feveral months been almoft en- 
tirely ei^haufted; and confiderable arrears^ being 
now retting to the foldiers , the fame mutinous 
fpirit by which they had formerly been aduated , 
had agaiii begun to appear. A part of them a^ 
above-mentioned, had already abandozidd th^k 
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■ O O K .officers ; aod having chofen others from among 
ril. thenfelves , had begun to indulge thcmrelves in 
M«. every fpectet of licentiouftiefs. To thefe dit 
.orders no adequate remedy could poIGbly be ap- 
plied during the continuance of the Vrar. All the 
tnoney tvhicb could be raifed in the Netherlands , 
Or furniihcd by the court of Spain , would be 
hardly fufficient to defray the expenfe of the new 
levies which mud be made before the next cant 
-paign. And in the mean time th,e licentious fpirit 
b( the mutineers muft diffufe itfelf throughout the 
army ; and both the army itfetf and the provia^ 
.Ccj , be thereby expofcd an eafy prey to a watch* 
lul enemy; who, being {foflefled of more certain 
^tefourccs for carrying on the war, had been always 
ready to avail themfelvcs of every advantage that . 
-was afforded them *. ;_ , 

Befides thefe conGdcratJons there were fora^ 
others, which with Philip and his miniflers, were 
fuppofcd to have bad flili greater weight. A re- 
port at that time prevailed , that the Dutch, hav- 
ing entered into a corrcfpondence with the Moors 
«n the coafl of Barbary , had agreed to furniOi 
them with fliips to tranfport an army into Spain. 
Aaa another report was likewi 
the French monarch having f( 
annexing the Netherlands to Fr 
pared and rcfolyed to carry it 
does not appear ,' that there w 
tjon for either of thcfe repori 
M have made a flrong impreflt 

' Giociut lib. icv. Bcntiv. part. xHi. lib. viJ^i. 
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the Spanifh minifters ; >vbo, dreading that ekhet art BOOK 
interruption of that domeftic tranquillity which ill. 
Spain had fo long enjoyed , or the entire lols of ^^^' 
the Netherlands, muft be the confequence of the 
continuance of the war , were now more defirous 
than c^er to have it brought to a conclufion *. 

The archduke was ftill more folicitous for peace Th< Airclu 
than the Spani(h minifters. From the commence- ?"!'*: ^^^V[ 

P t ■ r ' Tolicitous for 

ment of his lovereignty he had hved in perpetual peace, and 
difquietude. He had fully experienced the vanity ^^^' 
of his hopes of fuccefs from the fupport of Spain, 
which he knew to be too mucK exhaufted , and 
removed at too great a diftance from the fcene of 
adlioD, to afford him the afliftance that was necet 
iary. He had no heirs of his own body to whom 
he could tranfmit his dominions. And both he 
and the infanta , befides being fenfibly affedcd by 
the calatnities in which their fubjedls were involved, 
were dcftrous to pafs the remainder of their days 
in peace. 

They were confirmed in their refolution by the Pt^ct recont- 
marquis of Spinola, who .did not hefitate in advi- ^^j^^j^^^ 
fing peace, notwithftandiiig the renown which he 
had acquired from his condudt of the war. But 
his ambition being tempered with prudence and 
moderation , he wifely judged it better to reft 
fatisfied ' with the glory which he had already 
gained, than to run the rilk of expofing himfelf 
to reproach , by attempting what he knew to be 
impolfible. He was better acquainted than any 
other perfon with the difficulties to be encountcared 

* Memorie recondite ^ Vol. u p. 418* 
VuL. L a 



296 HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 



1607. 



BOOK in the profecudon of the war, and therefore exerted 
III. M bis influence to perfuadc the archduke, and the 
Spanifh minifters, of the folly of perfifting in their 
attempt. The time might come, he reprefentcd, 
•when the confederates divided among tbemfelyes, 
and no longer fupported by fo powerful «an ally 
as the king of France , might be induced or com- 
pelled to return to their allegiance; but while, 
through their dread of Spain , their internal union 
was preferved inviolate, and a prince fo near them, 
poflefled of fuch inexhauftible relburces, ever ready 
to lent them his afliftance ; as it was abfurd to 
C^pe<ft to bring the war to the defired iflue, fo 
the confequences of perfifting in it muft prove 
equally ruinous to the dominions of the archdukes, 
and to the Spanilh monarchy ^ 

Albert, who entertained the moft profound re« 
{ped for Spinola's judgment, being now mofe firmly 
than ever perfuaded 5 that peace was neccflary , 
refolded) whatever conftrudion might be put upon 
bis Condudl, to make the confederates an offer of 
it without delay. Having prcvioufly founded their 
inclinations , by two perfons of the names of 
Wittenhorft and Gevart, he fome time after fent 
thefe men back to Holland , with inftrudions 
figned by himfelf and the infanta *« 

Thefe inftrudions they firft communicated 
privately to feveral individuals, and afterwards 
requefted to be permitted to lay them before 
the affembly of the ftates. The members were of 

^ Bentivogllo , Grotius , Baudius , &c. 
' Dated January }, 1607. 
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different opinions writh regard to the expediency book 
of granting them this permiffion : and prince ill. 
Maurice endeavoured to diffuadc the ftates ftom 1*^^ 
granting it , by exprelflng his apprchenfions that 
fome infidious defign was covered under the pr&* 
fent propofal, and that as no treaty with Spain, 
or with the archdukes, while they were fo entirely 
governed in all their condudl by the court o£ 
Spain, could be produdlive of any good efifcd;, fo 
the granting of a public audience to the commiC* 
fioners would only ferve to infpiri the people with 
fallacious hopes of peace ^ and fo damp their zeal 
in the profccution ci the war* 

But Maurice yielded *, on this occafion, to the 
perfuafions of the celebrated John Olden Barnevelt, 
penfioner of Holland; one of the greateft ftatefmen 
of the age, and equally eminent for his public 
fpirit as his political abilities and integrity. By this P**«« ^renn^ 
venerable patriot it was urged, that while the kin^ ^^^^^""^^ 
of Great Britain ftood an idle fpedator of the war, Barn«vtu. 
and the French monarch fcemed to have fome 
gTcat objedl in view, which he deemed of more 
importance than the fupport of the Dutch republic, 
both thefe princes were well pleafed to obfcrve the 
Spaniards cxhauft their ftrength by an obftinafit 
perfeverarice in the war with the Netherlands; 
and would probably be more liberal in their offers 
of afGftancc to the ftatcs than they had hitherto 
been if there were a negociation begun for the 
eftablifliment of peace. A great majority of the 

* It docs not appear to have been candor or cpnviftifin, 
Yide Jcannin top. iii* »o^» »•?• 
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Book affcmbly, with Maurice bimfelf, came readily into 
HI. this opinion , and the comroiflioners vrere readily 
i<07. admitted to an audience. They reprefcnted that 
the archdukes, being defirous to put an end to 
the calamities of war, were ready to enter into 
treaty with them , either for eftablifliing a perpe- 
tual peace, or a long truce, and would confenc to 
fuch reafonabic terms as they could not fuppofc 
would be rejeded by the United Provinces. That 
the ftates could not be ignorant of the equity of 
the pretenfions of the archdukes; that in all their 
ronduft they had (hown how averfe they were to 
every fevere and arbitrary meafure in the govern- 
nient of their fubjecls ; that they would claim 
nothing to which they had not the moft unquef- 
tionable title; and that the ftates might affuredly 
depend on receiving from them every fort of fatis- 
fadlion and fecurity they could require for the full 
• enjoyment of their rights and privileges. 

To this propofal the ftates, after an interval of 
a few days, replied, that no regard could be paid 
to what the commiffioners had delivered in the 
aflVmbly, fince the archdukes, it appeared, ftill 
perfifted in fuppofing themfelves poffeffed of a 
right to the fovereignty of the United Provinces. 
That in the folemn deed , entitled the Union of 
Utrecht, the ftates having, on the jufteft grounds, 
renounced the authority of the king of Spain, had 
afferted their liberty and independence ; that this 
deed had been recognifed by many of the European 
flates and princes ; that they had long maintained 
their liberty by force of arms ; and were ftill 
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determined to maintam lE to the lafl extremity; BOOK 
and to rejedl every propofal for treating with the m, 
archduke or the king of Spain , either for a truce '**"'■ 
or a perpetual peace, unlefs they were acknow- 
ledged as a free ftate, over which thefe princes 
could pretend to no authority. * 

With this anfwer the commiflioners returned to Tkc vnittt 
Bruffels, from whence they wrote a letter to the st»w. iBtft 
ftates , acquainting them that, by the propofal hob of ihw 
■which had been made, the archduke did not mean frwdo"'- 
to claim any authority over them, or to introduce 
any change into their form of government; but, 
leaving all their laws and inftitutions on their pre- 
fent footing, to put a period to the miferies attendant 
upon war, by a peace or truce; and, foon after- 
wards, another commiHioner was fent into HoUandi 
in whom it Ihould feera, Albert could put greater 
confidence than in his firfl: commiflioners. This 
perfon was Ney, or Neyen, a native of Antwerp, 
who had been educated in the Proteftant religion, 
but having afterwards embraced the Popifli faith, 
had refided for feveral yeai 
at this time general of the 
a man of confiderable learn 
grity and abilities , and hi 
his eloquence and addrefs. 
of twenty years of age befi 
lands , he retained a warm 
country; he was at the fam 
zeal to fignalize hitnfelf ia t 
dukes and the court of Spai 
talk impofed upon him witl 

Us 
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BOOK He had no fooner , after his arrival ia Holland 
IJL had an interview with fome of the principal per- 
'•of. fons in the republic than he difcovercd that it 
would be vain to hope for fuccefs in the execu- 
tion of his embafly , unlefs the dates were in the 
treaty propofed to be acknowledged free and 
independent, and for this reafon he immediately 
returned to Bruflels, in order to convince the 
archdukes of the xiecelEty of making this con* 
Ceffion. 

Thcfe princes, conformably to the tenor of the 
tbovementioncd. letter , written by Wittenhorft 
and Gevart, at thei?" defire, were willing to agree 
that no qpention fiiould be made in the treaty of 
t^eir right of fovereignty, bpt exprefsly to difclaioi 
this right, and formally to acknowledge the fover* 
eign^ of th^ ftates , they confidered as equally 
dangerous and difhonorable. It would be in words 
to acknowledge what in their hearts they mufl: 
6\[2^vo\f ; it would be to give their fandion to 
rebellion, and thereby to afford encouragement 
to their fubjeds to imitate the example of the 
tevolted prpvipces. 

Being confcious, however, frqi^ ^he flate of 
t^cir finances, that they weye ytterly unable to 
tiktty pn the war ^ they refolved, in conformity 
to the advice of thei^f counfellors, to yield at l^aft 
tp far as to empower their commiflioners to de- 
Clare, that they were willing to treat with the 
tonfederates as with 4 free people , over whom 
Uity pretended to no authority : a form of ex- 
preflion which might be adopted they thought 
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coniiftently with their honor, as it only denoted BOOK 
a matter of fad , but did not import either a lii. 
renunciation of their own right to the fovereignty, *^^» 
or an acknowledgment of a right inherent in ihc 
ftates to independence. 

In the hopes however that it might fatisfy the A utter from 
confederates, Ney was immediately fent back to d^Lkerl^ tht 
the Hague with a letter addreffed to the ftates,^Uni^4Sute 
and figned both by Albert and Ifabella, of which ^^^ 
the following were the principal contents: that 
being extremely folicitous to put a ftop to the 
effufion of human blood, they were ready to treat 
with the United States as with a free people, from 
vrhom they claimed no fubmiffion or obedience : 
that they were willing to treat either fop the pur^ 
pofe of eftablifbing a perpetual peace, of a long 
truce, of twelve, fifteen, or twenty years, during 
the continuance of which the contending parties 
ibould retain what they at prefent poffeffed; unlefk 
it fhould be mutually agreed, for the common 
intereft of both, to make an exchange of certain 
towns and territories : that, in order to prevent all 
fufpicion of fraud or finiRer intention, ambaflador^ 
natives of the Netherlands, ibould be nominated 
by the archdukes, and an equal number named 
by the United States : that the dates fhould have 
their choice of the time and place of meeting; 
and that while the negociation was carrying on, 
there Ibould be an entire fufpenfion of boftilities 
for eight months , both by fea and land. 

From the fequel it will appear that all the menv- 
bers of the (iates were not equally difpofe^ to 

9,4 
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BOOK would never have confented to it, but in order to 
II If procure by artifice what they bad been unable to 
i^oTf accomplilh by force of arms. They were not 
wholly unacquainted with the diforder that bad 
taken place in the Spanifli finances^ but they 
eould hardly believe that a prince pofTeflfed of 
fuch copious refources as thofe of Philip , could 
be reduced fo low as to find it neceflary to treat 
with his rebellious fubjedls on equal terras. They 
fikewirc an v^ere therefore fufpicious that the SpaniQi miniders 
objcaof |^2ij fecretly formed fome defign, by which their 
^^ ^' intereft or the intereft of Eqrope might be affed- 
cd; and they were confirmed in their fufpicion, 
by refledting on the fecrecy with which the ne- 
gociation had been carried on. At Bruffels it had 
been communicated only to a very (malt number 
of the archdukes minifters. At the Hague, the 
fiates general alone had been privy to it; and at 
both tbefe places it had been carefully concealed 
from all the foreign refidents, till it was made 
known by the dates general to the particular 
ftates, wh^ they appointed the day of public 
thankfgiving, Thefe precautions gave a myfte? 
rious appearance to the conducfl of both parties; 
yet they had probably been ufed with no other 
view , but either to avoid the perplexity arifjng 
from too great a multitude of councilors , or to 

Erevept oppofition to the treaty in its infancy, and 
efore the refolution was fully formed , whether it 
Ibould be rejedled or embraced. 

There were no princes fo well entitled to be 
confulted on this Qccafion b^ the (bates as the 
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kings of Great Britain ^nd France , to whom the BOOK 
provinces had been fo much indebted for their iii. 
afEftance in carrying on the war. The former of *^®^* 
thcfe princes, from the narrownefs of his reve- 
nue, joined to his bad economy in the adminif- 
tration of it, had never been able to furnifli them 
with pecuniary fupplies : but notwithftanding the 
difficulties in which he was involved, he had con- 
fented that the one half of the money with which 
the French king fupplied them, fhould be de- 
ducted from the debt which that prince owed tp 
the crown of England, and had at all times af- 
forded encouragement to their levies of troops in 
Britain; while he had fccretly difcountenanced 
thpfe which, in confequence of the permiflion 
granted in the treaty of peace above-mentioned, 
were attempted by the archduke or the king of 
Spain. 

The obligations , however , of the ftates were 
much greater to the French than to the Britifli 
monarch; for Henry was not only more able, 
but more difpofed to contribute to their fupport 
Before the peace of Vervins , he had always con- condoft ef 
fidered their caufe and intercft as his own ; and *j^ ^'^^^ 
after that peace , had given them every proof of wards the 
friendfhip that was confident with fidelity to thofe U"*^«* 
engagements which he had come under to the the peace ©f 
king pf Spain. His proteftant fubjeds had been Vervint, 
freely admitted to enter into their fervice, and 
had, every campaigp, formed a confiderable pro- 
portion of their troops. When, in order to pro- 
cure tranquillity to France , he fo^nd it neceflary 
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BOOK to engage that he would not any longer afford af* 
III. fiftance to the {lates, he had folenanly declared to 
1607. the SpaniOi ambafladors , that he did not thereby 
mean to preclude himfelf from repaying thofe fums 
to the dates, which they had lent him in the time 
of his djftrefs. And, for fome-y ears, the repaying 
of thefe fums " was the only affiftance in money 
which he afforded them. But after difcovering 
that , in violation of the peace of Vervins , the 
court of Spain had formed intrigues with the Nia- 
refchal Biron, and his other diffatisfied fubjedls, 
the objed of which was the fubverfion of his go- 
vernment, thinking himfelf then at liberty to 
retaliate upon them for fo great an injury , he had 
been more open and liberal than formerly in lend- 
ing his afliftance to the United Provinces, He 
fpared no pains to perfuadc the king of England 
to' enter into an alliance with him for their fup- 
port ; and had , yearly , advanced them fums of 
money for the payment of their forces. 

It would be abfurd to fuppofe , that in the kind- 
nefs which Henry had manifefled to the Rates , his 
fcondud bad entirely proceeded from motives of 
frietidlhip and generofity. 

It can feldom happen that a prince , in his con- 
dud towards foreign ftates, could be juftificd for 
ading under the influence of fuch motives. A regard 
to the intereft of his fubjeds, was, as it ought 
to have been, the ruling principle of Henry's 

The amount of thefe fums was fe^en millions three 
hundred and feTenty-eight tboufand and eight hundred livres. 
SuUy, Imxxi. 
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condudt; and his liberality towards the United BOOK 
Pr<A^inces proceeded from his convidion, that on iii. 
their profperity, in fome meafure, depended the ^^^' 
peace and tranquillity of his own dominions. 

Having formerly fuflFered fo much from the 
arms , and afterwards from the intrigues of the 
Spaniards ) he was ftili difquieted with apprehen^ 
fions of the danger to which he was expofed 
from their turbulent ambition. He had long be- 
held with pleafure their fruitlefs conteft .in the 
Netherlands, which had contributed fo much to 
cxhauft their ftrengch. But having, in concert 
with fome of his wifeft minifters , formed a plan 
for the humiliation both of the German and Spa- 
niffi branches of the Auftrian fiamily ,* which requi- 
red leifure before be could bring it to maturity '*, 
he was not difpleafed to hear that the ftates had 
agreed to the archdukes propofals for entering into 
a treaty; but not having been previoufly confult- 
ed upon the fubjed, and the archdukes having 
made greater conceffions than he expedled , he 
dreaded that the court of Spain muft have form- 
ed fome deep infidious deCign, either againft the 
flates themfelves or the princes in alliance with 
them ;, and therefore he refolved to beftow all 
that attention upon the prefent negociation in the 
Netherlands, which a tranfadion of the higheft 
confequence deferved. 

His affairs in that country had hitherto been ma* 
naged with great prudence by his refident , mon- 
feeur de Burerwall; but, being determined « if 

'* Sully's Memoirs, p. 324, &c. 
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BOOK poIBble, to acquire a diredion of the prefent nego« 
III. ciatioD, and vigilantly to watch over the conduct 
i6or. of the contrading powers, he fcnt to the Hague « 
4cat Jcm^ ^^ quality of ambaflador extraordinary, the prefi- 
Bta»(cat dent Jeannin, a minifter of great experience, who 
tTS^**' is equally celebrated in the annals of Henry s reign, 
Htfvtftom and in tbofe of his fucce(ror,'^for his fidelity , bis 
FcAAcc. eloquence , and his political abilities. 

This able negociator had no fooner arrived than 
be required admiflion into the aflembly of the 
(btes ; where » after reminding them of the zeal 
with which his mailer had for fo many years exert* 
ed himfelf in their behalf, he inveighed, with 
much feverity , againft thofe who had falfely accu* 
fed the king of aiming at the fovereignty of the 
Provinces ; and then gently reproaching the ftates 
with giving a color to this afperfion, by enter« 
ing into a treaty with the enemy, without his 
knowledge or confent. But as no prince, he 
added , could more eafily forgive his enemies ; 
fo there was none more ready to overlook the 
omillions of his friends: and, to' prove the fin* 
cerity of his friendfhip for the dates , the king 
had now fent him in the charadler of ambaflador, 
with powers to affure them of the continuance of 
his afliftance, in cafe a continuance of the war 
0iould be found expedient $ or if they cbofe to 
put a period to it, to affift them in e(labli(hing 
an honorable and lading peace. He concluded 
vrith requeuing that a committee of the dates 
might be appointed, to whom he might more 
particularly communicate his indrudions, and 
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with whom he might occafionally deliberate con- book 
cerning the meafures which it might be proper iii. 
to purfue. ^^^7f 

The dates readily complied with this requeft, 
and expreffed bow fincerely they rejoiced to find 
fo great a king difpofed to take fo warm an inter- 
eft in their affairs. 

This interpofition of Henry gave equal unea- 
finefs to the court of Spain, as it afforded joy to 
the ftates. They knew that all his influence would 
be employed, cither to prevent ad accommoda- 
tion , or to render it derogatory to the honor and 
intereft of Spain. And they were well acquainted 
with the fuperior talents of Jeannin , who , while 
be would keep the flates perpetually on their 
guard , would encourage them to perfift in their 
moft exorbitant demands. 

The courts of Spain and BrufTcIs had realbti 
likewife to look for oppofition from the Bricifh , as 
well as from the French monarch. For James 
had no ground , they thought to entertain any 
jealoufy of the Dutch ; as their dependence oa 
hiiti for their Englilh and Scotch troops , which 
formed fo great a proportion of their army, his 
poffeflion of the cautionary towns, which were fo 
many keys of the Netherlands, the fituation of his 
dominions, and the coincidence between his fub« ^ 
jeds and thole of the ftates in religious opinions, 
feemed to render him fecure of their alliance. It 
could not therefore but be agreeable, they ima- 
gined , to this prince, to contribute his endeavours, 
in the treaty of poace ^ to promote the intereft of 
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the dates at the expenfe of Spain. They fuppo- 
fed it, however, to be more likely that he might 
exert his influence to render this treaty abortive » 
from an apprehenfion which they had given him 
ground to entertain, that if Spain were at peace 
with the United Provinces, flie might employ her 
leifure in fomenting the difcontents of his popiili 
fubjedls in Ireland. 

But they afterwards found that they had erred 
in this conjedure. Indolence, and an averfion 
to war, were predominant principles in the cha* 
raAer of James; and thefe on this occafion deter- 
mined him, in oppofition to his politic<il intereft, to 
concur with the French monarch , in promoting 
the eftablifhment of peace ; befides that , he could 
not decently have attempted to diffbade the Dutch 
from liftening to the propolals which had been 
made to them , without being more liberal than 
the narrow ftate of his finances would permit, in 
contributing to their afliftance. James had been 
no lefs alarmed than Henry, by the intelligence 
"which he received of the negociation between the 
Aates and the archdukes; and had exprefled to 
Caron , the Dutch refident at London , his fur- 
prife at the fecrecy with which it had been carried 
on. But the ftates , folicitous to preferve his 
friendfbip, having fent two of their number to 
explain to him the motives of their conduft, he 
readily admitted of their apology, and foon after 
fent fir Ralph Winwood and fir Richard Spencer, 
in the charadler of ambaffadors , to aflift them in 
bringing the treaty to the defired conclufion. 

About 
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About the fame time ambafTadors arrived in Hoi- B O O KL 
land from the king of Dcnmarc , the eledlor Pala-* 
tine, the eledor of Brartdenburgh , the landgrave, 
of Heffe , and fcveral other proteftant princes of 
Germany ; who , having no intereft of their own n 
to adjuft or fecure , could have no other motive 
in fending them, but to afford to the ftat<;$, on 
this important occafion., a proof of the concern 
which they took in their profperity ". 

In the mean time an event happened , which , 
by elevating the hopes of one of the contending 
parties, while it depreffed thofe of the other, con« 
tributed to haften the treaty to a conclufion. The 
Ratts having , early in the fpring of this year , 
equipped a fleet of twenty. fix fljips of war, be- 
fides tranfports with ftores and provifions, they 
put it under *the command of Heemflcirk , one of Op«"^^"* 
the braved officers, and moft fki If ul navigators at fea, under 
in the Netherlands, with inftrudions to fail for the «*">>'*> 
weftern coafts of Spain and Portugal , and by 
watching the motions of the enemy, to provide for 
the fafc arrival of the Eaft-india fleet. The pre- ^ 
fervation of this fleet, which there was ground to 
believe the Spaniards were prepared to intercept , 
the ftates informed him was to be confidered as a 
principal objed of his expedition ; but they re- 
quired befides , that he (hould give all pofliible an- 
noyance to the enemy, and remember, that the 
archdukes having made propofals for a treaty of 
peace, the iflue of this treaty, and confequently 

Baudius, lib. !. Bentivoglio, Grotiiis, and Winwo&d, 

vol ii. ... 

Vol. I. R 
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BO ox the future prbfpcrity of the United Provinces, 
III. would greatly depend on the fuccefs with which his 
*^^* arms in the prefent enterprifc (hould be attended. 
Heemflcirk, flattered vrith the truft repofed id 
him at fo critical a jundure, alTured the flakes, 
when he received his inftrudions , that whether 
he (bould die or furvive , they fhould not have 
reafon to repent of the honor they had conferred 
on him ; and, in order to exprefs his confidence 
of fuccefii, he declared that he would not accept 
of any reward or pay , unlefs the booty (bould 
amount to more than five hundred thoufknd flor- 
ins; in which cafe he would accept only of bis 
(bare of what (bould remain after that fum was 
deduded. He was already, fays Grotius, poffeflfed 
of a greater fortune than his manner of life requi- 
red ; and , being animated more by the love of 
glory than of riches , under the fimple (how and 
moderate deportment of a citizen , he concealed 
all the qualities of a hero. 

Having left the Tcxcl on the asth of March , 
he firft diredled his courfe towards Lifbon; but 
Aptn lo. being informed on his arrival in the mouth of the 
Tagus, by fome merchants whom he had fent 
before him , under neutral colors , to procure in- 
telligence, that the firft divifion of the Portuguefe 
and Spani(h fleet intended for the Indies and Ame- 
rica, had already failed, and that the (hips belong- 
ing to the fecond, were neither fully equipped 
nor had got their cargoes on board ; but tfeat a 
Spaniih fleet of (hips of war 'was then riding at 
anchor in the bay of Gibraltar , he immediately 



PHILIP III. KING OF SPAIN. 543 

fee fail for that place , and foon arrived within fight BOOK; 
of the enemy. lii» 

The Spaniards having , for feveral days , obfer- J^*^''* 
ved him (leering his courfe along the coaft of or »s. 
AndaluGa, had given notice to the admiral Don 
John Alvarez Davila of his approach; and Davilit, 
had full leifure to put his fleet into a proper pot 
ture of defence. It confided of twenty •one Ibips^ 
nine of which were greatly fuperior in fize to 
thofe of the enemy , and was drawn up under the 
csmnon of the fort, having the admirals galleon, 
which was, much larger than the refi, itr front. 
Heemflcirk was fully aware of the great advantage 
which the Spanifh admiral mud derive from his 
fituation; but this confideration rather ferved to 
confirm him in his purpofe than to deter him from 
carrying it into execution. 

For the greater, faid he to his officers, in a 
council of war which he held before the engage* 
ment, the danger to which we fhall be expofed^ 
and the more arduous our attempt, the greater 
will be the glory we fball acquire , and the more 
important the fervice we fhall perform to our 
country, if our arms fhall be crowned with vic- 
tory. Many illuftrious exploits have our country- 
men achieved in different quarters of the globe, 
but we are the firft who (hall adventure to attack 
the royal fleet in the ftrongeft port of Spain ; and, 
by our fucccfs , fhall (how how little reafon the 
SpaniCh monarch, with his long proud lift of titles , 
has to boaft that he is the fovcrcign of the fea$; 
Let us not be difheartened by the enormous |^m 
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BOOK oiF the eneniy^s (bips , for this very circumftaoce , 
111* by rendering them unwieldy in all their motions > 
Mor. ^jii facilitate our conqueft. I require you to do 
nothing , of which I fliail not fet you an example; 
But when the engagement (hall be begun » we rouft 
remember it will be no 'longer pofljble to efcape^ 
we muft either conquer or perifli. Nor is it only 
our own prefervation that depends on the fortf* 
tude we (ball difplay in our prefent cntcrprife, 
but the fafety of the rich fleet that is in its way 
from India, the fafety of all our countrymen » who 
are engaged tn trade in this part of the world » 
and tihe terms likcwife of peace which the ftates 
fhall obtain from the enemy. Let us only exert 
ourfelves as we have done on former occarK)ns, 
and difcover that contempt #f danger wiiich is 
the fureft pledge of vidory, and, we Iball enjoy 
the glory and felicity of putting a period to the 
war, and thereby fecure to our countrymen that 
liberty for which they have fought for mpre tfcaa 
forty years. 

Having delivered thefe exhortations with that 
natural nwlitary eloquence , which he poQeffed in 
an eminent degree, and received ttom all the offi- 
cers prefent , the moft folemn afitirances , confirmed 
by oath , that , to the utmoft of their power, they 
•would imitate his example, and fulfil bis commands, 
he communicated to them bis plan of attack, and, 
as foon as they had rctarned to thejr rcfpe^ftive 
Ihips, he gave the fignal to advance. 

When Da vila perceived them approaching, he 
oxtered the matter of a Patch merchantman, whom 
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Be had a prifoner on board his fbip , in chains , to B C 

be brought upon the deck, and inquired of him ill,, 

"what he imagined might be his countrymen's de- **®'* 

lign : to attack your fleet , anfwered the prifoiier ; 

to which Davila, fmiling contemptuoufly replied, 

that he could not fuppofe it , fince his fingle (hip , . 

he thought, would prove an over -match for all 

the Dutch veffels that were in fight. That may 

be true, faid the other, but, either I know no- 

.thing of the charader of my countrymen , or the 

battle will be inftantly begun. 

Heemfkirk himfelf led the van, and fteered his HftmsWric 

courfe/diredly towards Davila, who, inftead of spaoish fleet 

that contempt which he had fo recently cxpreffed, "**''"s «» 

-. ^ iij-in-ft 1 anchor m tliO 

being now overwhelmed with aitonilhment at the bay ofou 
fight of fuch unprecedented intrepidity, gave or- i>iaitir. 
ders to flip his anchors , and to retire behind his 
other fhips , hoping that the enemy would thus 
.be induced to exhauft their fury upon them , and 
that afterwards be might come in for a ihare of the 
vidory. 

' ButHeemfkirk , agreeably to his refolution, which 
he had communicated to his officers , that he him- 
fejf would attack the admiral's galleon, without 
hefitation entered within the line of the SpaM0i 
fleet , and ftill continued to advance , keeping up 
his fire till he had come within mufket-fhot of 
the enemy. Davila having , before his approach , 
given the firft broadfide, it was now returned by 
Heemikirk, whofe fire being more (kUfully dired- 
cd, did greater execution. But foon after , while 
this gallant feaman ftood giving orders, pn the 
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BOOK mod confpicuous part of the deck , his left leg was 
lll« carried . off by a cannon ball and his thigh* being 
itof* m ^^ f-m,^ jinje torn and (battered, he perceived, 
from the great effufion of blood , that he could not 
have many minutes to furvive. Thefe he cm* 
ployed in exhorting thofe about him to perfevere 
in the attack « and to remember the oath which 
they had taken , and the duty which they owed 
to themfelves and to their country ; after which 

ptaai ttf ^ having recommended himfelf to the Divine Mercy, 
and appointed an officer of the name of Verhoeve 
to command the (hip , he expired. 

So great a difafter was calculated to fill the 
fninds of the fpedators with difmay and terror; 
but that intrepid fpirit with which his example 
had infpired them, far from being ex,tingui(hed by 
his death , was rather nourilhed up into rage and 
fury , by their deftre of taking (ignal vengeance OA 
the. enemy. The battle, which had been fufpend- 
td for a little while, was inftantly renewed yvith 
the fame vigor as before ; and another captain, 
tailed Lambert , coming Up to fupport Verhoeve, 
they united together in their afTault on the SpanifB 
admiral's (hip, and battered her at once on hoik 
flies with uncommon violence. 

In the mean time the reft of the Dutch fleet , 
l)ad begun their attack Upon the other galleons » 
with the fame alacrity and ardor ; and the Spa* 
niards long gave proof of equal bravery in their 
defence. But at Itngth , tWo of their (hips were 
fet on fire and burnt by the enemy , a third was 
Cunk > a fourth , from fbiUe accidental caiife ^ b!eW 



PHILIP ra. KING OF SPAIN. 24? 

ap , and all the reft , except the admiral's galleon , BOOK 
run afliore. ill. 

The admiral himfelf had been Iqlled about the **^* 
fame time with Hecmfkirk , but the officer who 
fueceeded him in the command , had maintained 
the coihbat with inflexible fury , and the iffue 
for feveral hours remained doubtful. At length, 
a third Dutch Ihip arriving to the affiftance of the 
other two , the Spanifh commander hoifted a ^whitc 
flag , as a fignal that he , was ready to furrender. 

But the Dutch , animated by the fame impla- vindictive 
cable and vindidive fpirit, with which their war Dntoh. 
againft the Spaniards had generally been conduct* 
ed, paid no regard to this fignal, and ftill conti« 
jiued firing till they had beaten down the flag. 
The hearts of the Spaniards then funk withia 
them , and their efforts began to relax. The 
Dutch perceiving this , inftantly boarded their 
veffel , and attacked them with fo much fury , 
that they were quickly overpowered. Moft of 
them were put to the fword , and the reft com- 
pelled to jump over board into the fea , where 
jmany of them were either fl)ot or drowned. In Therdbtthi 
this engagement the Spaniards loft near two thou^ ■ ^8""* ^^ 
fand men; and , befides the (hips above-mentioned, 
which were burnt or funk, almoft all the reft 
were nendcred unfit for future fervice/; wherea$ 
not a fingleDutch flsip was either loft ordeftroyed, 
and only about a hundred men were killed. 

So fignal a vidory, which excited the moft 
dreadful apprehenfions in, the minds of the peo- 
ple along the foutbera coaft of Spain , might have 

R4 
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BOOK been attended with the moft important confe* 
)1T. quences , if HeemQcirk had lived to improve it ; 
**^* and either Cadiz or Gibraltar might have been 
reduced. But the oflficers , on >vhom the com- 
mand had devolved, were fatisfied with the glory 
they had acquired, and, in two days after* the en- 
gagement^., retired to Tetuan , on the African 
coaft ; from whence, after repairing their dama«. 
gcs , and fending home two of the traofports with 
the fick and wounded , and the body of the ad- 
miral , they failed in different fquadrons to the 
coaft of Portugal, Azores, and other places, where 
they expcdled to enrich themfelves by the capture 
oF the merchant -ibips* 

But although this victory was not attended 
with any new cohqueft, it had confiderable influ- 
ence on the temper and conduct of the contend- 
ing parties at the pref^nt crifis. It contributed 
to infpire the Dutch with, greater confidence of fuc* 
cefs in the profecution of the war, and to render 
them more intradable; while it tended , on the 
otiier hand, to produce a more complying tem- 
per on jthe part of the Spafniards, and to heighten 
their folicitude for the eftablifhment of peace. 
Effects ©f Xhe archdukes had given the moft convincing 
cnthQCQ^nJ evidence how ftrongly they were actuated with 
teniUag pat- this fol^citudc. They had not only made the firft 
advances to the ftates ^ and readily agreed to pre- 
liminary terms, which , by all the powers of Eu* 
rope, were thought humiliating; but no fooner 
had a ceffation of hoftilities been agreed to, which 
c^tend^d only Co boftilities at land , than they let 
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at liberty /without a ranfom , all the Dutch (ail- BOOK 
ors , who had been taken prifoners by their (hips iii. 
of war, and fhowfed theinfelves determined, if ^^^^^ 
poflibie, to put an end to every fpecies of hofti* 
lity. 

Thefe princes had , frqm the beginning , taken 
too little pains to fave appearances, and had fuf- 
fered their eagernefs for peace to betray them 
into an aft of indifcretion , which, by putting 
the ftates more than; ever upon their guard, tended 
to increafe the difficulty of accomplifbing their 
d^ign. Their, agent having , agreeably to his 
inftrudlions , requefted a private interview with 
Aerfens, the Dutch fecretary, after returning him 
thanks ior his good offices witn the ftates, defired 
him to accept of a diamond of confiderable value 
for his wife, and acquainted him that the arch- 
dukes^ deeply impreffed with a fenfe of his good 
intentions, had given orders for the reftoration 
of his houfe in Bruffels; while the marquis of 
Spinola had fent him an obligation for fifty thou- 
fand crowns, fifteen tboufand of which Ihould 
be paid upon demand , and the reft as. foon 
1§ either a peace or a long truce fhould be con- 
cluded. Aerfens', having conjedured what might 
be Ney's intention in wilhing for an interview , 
and having previoufly confulted prince Maurice 
concerning the part which he Ihould adl, accepted, 
though with feeming reludance , both of the dia- 
mond and Spinola's obligation for the money; 
but, agreeably to his concert with Maurice, be 
delivered them up to the council of ftate , to 
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BOOK vrjiom be gave a particular relation of the whole 

III. affair in a few days after '\ 

i«©r. This tranfadion, therefore, fcrved only to ex* 

tkl^Miikls cite fufpicion of ,the archdukes defigns; while it 
for peace ta. afforded a ftriking proof how extremely averfe they 

Da"uif^i^ft ^^^^ ^ ^^^ continuance of the war , and thus 
oa high terms, contributed to confirm the ftates in their refolu- 
tion of infifting upon the mod advantageous and 
honorable terms. 

The court of Spain was not in reality lelis anxious 
with regard to the iQue of the prefent negociation 
than that of Bruflels; but, whether from pride i)r 
policy , they better concealed their anxiety , and 
artfully aded for fome time as if the treaty bad 
been entirely the plan of the archdukes, to. which 
the king found himfelf under no neceffity , arifing 
from the fitoation of his own a&irs ^ of yielding 
his confent. 

Of the truth of this, their condud, with regard 
to the ratification of the late agreement between 
the ftates and the archdukes , affords fufficient 
evidence. In order to obtain that ratification, Ney, 
the Francifcan , had gone to Madrid , and , after 
a delay of feveral weeks , during which he bM 
occafion for all his addrefs and eloquence, he had 
now returned with it to Bruffels. It was imme- 
diately after carried to the Hague by Vcrrciken , 
Albert's principal fecretary; to whom the ftates, 
impatient to know particularly the contents of 
his inftrudions, granted an audience on the next 

Giotiuff, sw» 
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morx&ng after bis arrival. They had been beforehand B It 
iaformcd , by a letter from Spinola , that their iii. 
agreement with the archdukes had been ratified by **<^» 
the king, and that it was in order to communicate 
to them the deed of ratification that Verroiken was ^^^ vnhti 
fcnt into Holland. But they were extremely diffa- sutef diflk- 
tisfied when they examined this deed , both with !'*?***, '^**, 
tne^form and the contenCs. ficationofthe 

It was conceived in vague and general terms ^ ^^l^'^^"*''** 
and not in the common form of a compacfl or con* 
vention. It did not conniprehend the eflential claufe 
relative to the fovereignty and independence of 
the Unitcfd Provinces. Even in the copy of tha 
archdukes agreement, which was prefixed to the 
deed, that claufe was omitted; and, in contradict 
tion to the fpirit and meaning of it, the archdukes 
ivere ftyled the fovercigns of the Netherlands. It 
was fubfcribed by Philip, « I, The King," (Yd 
^1 Rey) a form of fubfcription which he ufed only 
where his fubjeds were addrefled. It was fealed 
with his fmall feal , inllead of the great one ; and 
it was written on paper, and not on vellum, as 
was ufual in all tranfadlions of importance. 

' Thefe bmiflions and informalities were inftantly 
perceived by all the deputies ; but, that their con- 
dud might not appear precipitate, they appointed 
another -meeting for the mature confideration of 
them; after >)ehich they unanimoufly refolved to 
rejeft the deed of ratification , as being neither 
fuch as the archdukes had undertaken to procure , 
nor affording a fufficient ground for proceeding 
in the intended treaty. Verreiken , to vrhom this 
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{■00 ic rcfolution was communicated, labored to perfuade 
111. the Rates that the defefts and informalities com- 
iio7, plained of muft have been entirely owing to care- 
lefTnefs on the part of the tranfcribcr, it being 
impoffible to doubt that the king would * have 
entirely rejeded the agreement , if he had not 
meant to grant his ratification of the whole. 

But the dates remained inflexible in their pur- 
pofc; for it was equally impoflible, they thought, 
to fuppofe that a deed of fo great importance , in 
the confequences of which not only the archdukes, 
but the king himfelf, were fo deeply interefted, 
could have been left by his minifters to be devifed 
by an inferior clerk or Secretary. It was impofli- 
ble but his minifters mud have perceived the v^ant 
of fo efiential a claufe as that which related to 
the independence of the provinces ; a claufe which 
was obvioufly of fuch a nature , that it was 
impoffible to doubt of its having been purpofely 
omitted, but without which they were unalter- 
ably refolved to decline all farther negociation, 
cither with the archdukes , or with the court of 
Spain. 

Verreiken , perceiving that no arguments he 
could employ would prove efifeAual , requcded 
liberty to remain at the Hague for fix days long- 
er , till he (hould acquaint the archdukes with 
what had pafTed , and receive their inftrufiions for 
his future condud. With this requed the dates 
complied ; and , before the expiration of the time 
fpeciBed , a letter from the archdukes arrived , in 
which; the/ engaged , that , though . they could 
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not perceive the validity of thefe objedions Mrhich BOOK 

the ftates had made to the form of the king's iii. 

ratification, who thought, that, as he had rati* *^^* 

fied a part of the convention without obje<ftion$ 

to the reft , the deed ought to be confidered as a 

ratification of the whole; yet, in order to remove 

every obftacle to the treaty propofed , and to 

fliow how fincerely they'defired the eftablifliment 

of peace , they would procure another ratification 

in the form required: but, in the mean time, 

they hoped, ^nd requefted, that the flates would 

give proof of fincerity'on their part, by recalling 

their fleet from the coafts of Spain. 

On this occafion a violent conteft arofe among The treaty 
the deputies, and feveral of them difcovered an « danger of 
inclination to break off the treaty without delay., ^ff."^ 
It was now fufficiently manifefl, they alledged, 
that the Spaniards were not fincere in their profef- 
fions. It was abfurd to expetS that an enemy, fo 
inveterate a-nd implacable , would ever ferioufly 
think of peace on fair and equitable terms, till they 
were compelled by fome dire neceflGty. It was 
evident that their objed had, from the beginning, 
been to difariti the confederates, and to procure a 
refpite from the war, till their preparations for 
profecuting it with greater vigor were complete. 
The fleet, therefore, ought not to be recalled, 
but to be reinforced, and the people roufed from 
their prefent lethargy, by apprizing them of the 
fnare which had been laid for thdr deftrudion. 

Thefe were not, however, the fentiments of 
the greater part of the deputies ; for although the 
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BOOK wbok aflembly were diFpofcd to afcribe duplicity 

III. and artifice to the court of Spain, only feme of 

^<or. tbem thougbt there was any ground for calling in 

queftion the fincerity of the archdukes , who , in 

the opinion of the generality, had, to the utmoft 

of their power , fulfilled their engagements , and 

could not be juftly blamed for the defeds or infer* 

malities of the ratification. 

The Uaitc^ It was therefore refolved, partly from the refped , 

fo^cauiidr ^^^ ^^ ^^^^ princcs, and partly from dread ot the 
iittt from the imputation of infincerity in the profeflions which 
*!!^ •^ they had made of their defire of peace , that the 
fleet fhould be recalled. But they , at the fame 
time , required that the ratification , executed in 
proper form , (bould be produced within a limited 
time fpecified ; and, in order to prevent any future 
omiflion or error, they delivered to^ Verrciken 
three copies^ precifely of the fame import , mie 
in Latin , another in French, and a third in Dutch 
declaring, that, without a faithful tranfcript of 
one or other of thefe , they would inftantly 
break off the negociation , and apply themfelves 
to the profecution of the war. 

It was Barnevelt who made this declaration, in 
the name of the other deputies ; after which he 
reminded Verreiken of the attempt which had 
been made by the Francifcan to corrupt the fecre- 
tary. ^* There," faid he, "is the diamond, and 
here is the marquis of Spinola's obligation for 
fifteen thoufand crowns. Let them both be reftorcd 
to their proper owners : fuch prefents are not 
neceffary for the purpofe of obtaining peace , if 
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your inaftcrs vrilh for it , en equitable terms ; book 
and if they, are not willing to agree to fuch m, 
terms , their prcfents will not be fufficient to pro- ^^^^ 
cure it Were it polfible that one or two per- 
Cons could be found in this aflembly fo bafe as 
to accept your bribes, and, for the fake of them, 
to make a facriBce of the liberty of their coun- 
try, yet a great majority will retain their inte- % 
grity , and render your largefles , though they 
were much greater than your mailers can afford ^ 
of no avail ^\ " 

Verreikcn , being unprepared for this attack f 
vrals thrown into fome confufion, and replied, that 
^* Ney muft certainly have done what he was 
accufed of without any authority from the arch- 
dukes. '^ It was impoffible that the dates could 
give credit to this afiertion ; but , being fatisfied 
with having fo publicly expreffed their refentment, 
the meetfng was immediately difmifled, Verreiken 
permitted to retui'n to Bruflels, and foon after the 
fleet was recalled. 

The archdukes , at the fame time , renewed 
their applications at the court of Spain ; and at 
length, though not without^ confiderable difficulty, 
obtained fuch a ratification of their convention 
from the king as they hoped the confederates 
would accept. 

In this neV deed all the fame claufes were 
inferted , which the copies tranfmitted by the 
ftates contained, and nearly the fame form q{ 

• — 

'^ Grottus and Baudius* 
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BOOK expreffion was obfenved; but to the declaration 
liL that the king and archdukes were willing to treat 
i#P7. ^itii xhi confederates as with a free people , over 
whom they pretended to no authority , a ciaufe 
was annexed, declaring, that in cafe the negocia- 
tion (hould be broken off on account of religion, 
or any other difputed point, the ratification fhould 
be void, and all matters remain on their prefenc 
footing. Befides which , the deed was incorretftly 
yrritten, fome words being interlined, and others 
wholly omitted. It was written in Spani(b , and 
not in Latin, French, or Dutch, as had been 
requefted ; upon paper , and not on parchment , 
and fubfcribed like the former one, not with the 
name of the king, but with the words^I, The 
King,'' as if Philip had ftill confidered the confe* 
derates as his fubjedts. 

Thefe latter circumftances, though they afforded 
a proof of extreme careleffnefs , or of the moft 
childifli obftinacy, on the part of the SpaniTh 
minifters, were deemed of fmall importance; and 
it was proved that even the king of England; in 
his late treaty of peace wiih Spain had acquiefced 
in the fame form of fubfcription. But the depu- 
ties could not be fo eafily reconciled to the 
ciaufe annexed to the declaration of their liberty ; 
for although*, as they reprefented to the arch- 
*dukes commiffioners , they were Itee , whether 
the king of Spain fliduld acknowledge it or not, 
yet th^ annexed . ciaufe feemed to imply that their 
freedom depended on the >yill of the king^ and 

to 
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to accept of the ratification with a claufe of this B O IC 
ioiport, might be interpreted as an acknowledge- 111. 
ment, on their part, of the truth of the pofition J607. 
vrhich the claufe implied. Befidcs that, from the 
manner in which mention is made in this annexed 
claufe, of religion, and other difputed points, there 
was ground to fufpedl, that, in the treaty propofed, 
the king intended that the eftablifhment of religion, 
and other matters which refpeded the internal 
government of the provinces, fhould be difcuffed. 
To this th^ people of the United Provinces 
would never be^erfuaded to confcnt. To infift 
upon iti would be to treat them as a dependent, ' 
and not as a free people; and, therefore, to the 
ftates it appeared extremely doubtful, whether, 
in order to fave a great deal of unneceflary trou- 
ble, it were not expedient that the negociation 
fcould be inftantly broken off. But , as they 
fhould be forry to give ground to fufpedl that 
they were not defirous to put a period to the ca- 
lamities of war, they had rcfolved to refer the 
whole matter to the flates of the particular towns 
and provinces, that the people might have an op- 
portunity of judging for themfelves in a matter in 
which they were fo deeply interefted. With this 
anfwer the commifliopers returned to Brulfels, af- 
ter receiving an affurance from the ftates, that, in 
fevcn weeks from the prefent time, information 
would be tranfmitted to the archc^kes whether 
the ratifigation was- rejeded or received '\ 

" Baudius , Gr otius , &c» Jeannin, torn, i, Lettre au 
Roy, Od. 27. 1607. 

Vol. I. S 



258 • HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

BOOK ^^ ^^ Jundure , both the people and tfaeir 
III. rulers differed widely in their fentiment^ withxie- 
T<so7. gard to the queflion that %^ now before them; 

"^ilnreTiB Ae ^****^ ^^^ party maintained that the ratification 
unictd ought, without hefitation, to be rejedled, and 
Provmcfi. the other thought, that although it was not alto* 
gether fuch as they wifhed it to have been , yet it 
ought to be admitted as a fufficient foundation for 
the treaty that was propofed. Prince Maurice was 
at the bead of the former of thefe parties, and 
Barnevelt of the latter ; and each of thefe leaders 
exerted himfelf with great adivfty and zeal in 
gaining converts to his opinion ". There was 

*' 1*Itc dates, on this occafion , required that the original 
deed itfelf Should be left in tlieir hands. The- commiilion* 
ers having no inftrudtions on this head , the Francircan 
vent himfelf to Bruffels to receive them ; and the archdukes^ 
agreed to the requefl: of the dates on thefe conditions , that 
tihey ihould give an obligation in writing to redore the deed 
if required, and fhould, at the fame time, declare that 
the archdukes , in procuring it from the king , had fully 
performed the engagement which they had come under in 
. their fird agreement with the dates. The dates refuted theic 
confent to thefe conditions, but dill infided , that, as the 
deed was addrefTed to them , it fliould be fuflFered to remain 
in their poffeffion. Ney returned to Bruffels a fecond tmet 
and prevailed on the archdukes to yield to their demand. 
Though the ratification was not fuch as the dates wifted it 
to have been , yet it fhould feem to have been no fmall grati- 
fication to them , that the king had granted a declaration , 
however qualified and expreffed, of their being a free people^ 
over whom he pretended to no authority. In return for the 
complaifance of the archdukes on this occafion, they would 
gladly have given the declaration required , that thefe princet 
had fuUy performed their engagement, but thought it was 
mpoffible to give it confidently with truth. 
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ground to fufped that the motives by which the BOOK 
prince was aduated, on this occafion , were not nu 
perfedly pure and difinterefted , but that he dread- '•^^* 
ed the diminution of his. power, if peace were 
cftablifhed, and, partly on this account, was de- 
firous of the continuance of war. The reafoning, 
however, which he cmplpyed, was fpecious, and 
made a ftrong impreffion on the minds of many of 
bis countrymen. ' 

As the court of Spain , be faid , had on former 
occafions given the moft unqueftionable evidence 
of their duplicity , fo at prefent it was impoffible 
to doubt of their being aduated by fome finifter 
defign. Tn their firft ratification , they had not only 
declined to acknowledge the independence of the 
flates, but had exprefsly affirmed, that they were - 
fubjed to the dominion of the archdukes. To their 
fecond , they had fubjoined a claufe which rendered 
their independence contingent and precarious, and 
wholly dependent on the will of the king. Whoever 
confiders the vaft dominions of Spain, and her inve- 
terate habits of domination and pride , would not 
bceafily convinced that fhc intended to obferve a 
truce, or peace, any longer than it might fuit her 
views of tyranny and conqueft. It was the defign of 
that ambitious and politic nation, to break the 
fpirit of the confederates by tbe habits of indolence 
and luxury. The martial fpirit would leave the 
republic, and would not be eafily revived. The 
citizens would become remifsand inattentive to the 
defence of objcds , which, when they knew them 
to be in danger, they confidered as dearer than 
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BOOK life. None are foeafily fubdued as thofe who think 
III. they have nothing* to fear. The fear of the enemy 
^•*v* is a bond of unity, and produces both military 
difcipline and civil obedience , Mrhile flates living 
in fecurity, opulence, and eafe, are fubdued by 
habits of effeminacy , torn by inteftine difcords* 
and thus fall an eafy prey to fome ambitious and 
vrarlike neighbour. It was for this reafon, thacScipfo 
Nafica oppofed with fo much wifdom, the falfe poli- 
cy of Gato, who advifed the deflrudion of Carthage. 

When the minds of the confederates (hould 
cool , and their patriotifm begin to languilh , the 
Spaniards hoped , by various arts of corruption , 
to bring them agajn under the yoke of their former 
fovereigns. But whatever might be the effe<9: of 
fuch artiBces , they would recruit their exhaufted 
(Irengthy and whenever a fit opportunity Ihould 
offer, violate the peace they now folicited. 

Their army, at the prefent period, /jvas uni- 
verfally difcontented on account of their want of 
pay. Great numbers had already mutinied; and 
if the war continued, there was ground to ex- 
ped, that the greateft part would rcfufe to fub- 
mit to the control of military difcipline. With 
fuch an army , no prudent general would venture 
to engage in any important enterprife. And the 
people , among whom they were quartered , being 
grievoufly oppreffed , both by the government and 
the "mutineers, were ready to fhake off a yoke 
which had become intolerable* 

The Spaniards were flill lefs formidable at fea 
than at land. From the great decreafe of their 
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trade , they found it impoffible to procure failors BOOK 
fufficient to man their fhips of war ; and their fleets, lii. 
far from being able to contend with thofe of the ***^^' 
flates , were even unable to defend themfelves in 
their harbours , under the cannon of their forts. 

Such was the prefent ftate of the Spanifti fleet 
and army ; whereas thofe of the confederates had 
never been in fo flourifhing a condition. Their 
army was at prefent, as it had always been, m> ' 
der the moft perfedl difcipline ; regularly paid , 
and abundantly fupplied with every thing neceflary 
to enable it to ad with vigor: while their fleets, 
more numerous than ever, had in almoft every 
quarter of the globe proved an overmatch for 
thofe of the enemy ; and had obtained over them 
fcveral important vidories , which had been 
attended with a ^reat increafe of trade, and 
wealth , and power. They had eftablifhed trade 
"in many places , which , till lately, had been vifited 
only by the Spaniards and Portuguefe. They had 
got poffeflion of feveral of the moft important 
branches of the Indian commerce; and if they 
did not fufifer themfelves to be diverted from the 
profecution of their naval enterprifes , they would 
ere long make themfelves matters of the whole. 
The war, therefore, which they had <:arried on 
again ft the enemy at fea, had already proved, 
and would ftill continue to prove, a mine of gold 
to the United Provinces; while their miUtary 
operations at land , had neither exhaufted their 
riches nor their ftrength. Their army in a great 

S3 
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BOOK mearure confided of foreign tronps , while iht 
III. . natives were permitted to apply themfelves to 
i<07« nanufadlures and trade , and all the money ex- 
pended for the fupport of the army, was fpent at 
home , either in purrhafmg the manufadures of 
the country, or thofe commodities which mer- 
chants found it fo beneficial to import from fo- 
reign parts. It had indeed been found neceffary 
to impofe taxes on feveral commodities ; and ma- 
ny perfons complained of the burden of thcfc 
taxes , yet both the riches and the number of the 
people had every year increafed, fmcc the taxes 
were impofed ; and no country abounded more in 
the neceffaries and conveniencies of life. 

Of the truth of thefe obfervations,^ the Spani- 
ards were fufficiently aware* They had come at 
length to perceive that the war had to the confe- 
derates proved a copious fource of profperity; 
while their own ftrength had been exhauRed by 
it , and their commerce almoft ruined ; and they 
were for this reafon defirous of a temporary peape, 
hoping thereby to avert the danger to which they 
faw themfelves expofed; to deprive the confede- 
rates o^ the advantages which they at prefent en- 
joyed; tofow difcord among the provinces, and 
to accomplilh, by fraud and artifice, what they 
had hitherto been unable to attain by force of 
arms. That fuch was their intention , appeared 
from the difingenuity of tlieir condud with regard 
to the deed of ratification. 

But whether this was in reality a defign or not , 
no doubt could be entertained that , as it was for 
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the intereft of the Spaniards that peace Ihould be book 
cftablifhed, it was no lefs for that of the ftates in. 
that the war fhould be profecuted with vigor, ^^07. 
tiil the enemy were reduced to the neceffity of 
aaing with greater fincerity, and more equitable 
terms could be obtained , than they had groifhd 
to exped at the prefent period. 

This reafoning produced the defired e£Fe<a, * 
chiefly in Holland and Zealand, where the people 
were confcious , that their profperity had been 
in fome meafure owing to the war; while their 
fituation rendered them more fecure againft its 
attendant calamities, than the inhabitants of the 
inland provinces. But the reafons on the other 
fide , which were urged by Barnevelt , were gene^ 
rally thought to be more deferving of attention 
and regard. 

There was too much ground, he allowed, for Thewafv.M. 
the imputation which had been caft upon the ^'^^^ '*'^^*' 
court of, Spain , of infmcerity in their condud , for^peawT^ 
with regard to the deed of ratification. It was 
evident, from the manner in which they had ac* ' 
knowledged the independence of the States ^ how 
extremely reludant they had been in granting 
that acknowledgment. The claufe annexed to it, 
declaring that in cafe the negociation-fhould be 
broken off, the ratification ihould be void , ought 
not to have been inferted. It was even unnecef- 
fary to infert it for any purpofe which the Spani- 
ards could have in view , becaufe, in every treaty, ^ 
the validity of any particular conceffion , muft de- 
pend on the event of the treaty , and if it prove 

S 4 
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BOOK abortive, all the claims of the contending parties, 

III. whether real or pretended, muft remain as befotc 

>«-5'« its commencement. From the infertion however 

of this claufe, it could not be inferred that the 

court of Spain had formed apy infidious defigft. 

Their rcludance to acknowledge the independ- 

• cnce of the ftates , might juftly have been ex- 

pedled ; and the Jittle pains which they had taken 

to conceal it, aflForded a ftropg prefuroption that 

their intentions were fincere. 

But although they fliould in reality intend to 
viola»e the peace which they now fblicited, was 
this a fLifficient reafon for refufing to treat with 
them, or for declining to accept of a peace upon 
equitable terms ? Ought peace to be rej^dled in 
every cafe, where it was poflible that the conditi- 
ons of it might be violated? Ought ftates t6 live 
in perpetual war, becaufe there was ground to ap- 
prehend , that they might not be able to maintain 
a perpetual and uninterrupted peace; If the Spa- 
niards fhall hereafter revive their claim of fove- 
reignty over the provinces, \vill this claim deriv'e 
any validity from the prefent treaty , in which 
they have fo explicitly renounced it? WiJJ they 
not then juftly expofe themfelves to the reproach 
of having aded >vith duplicity ; and is ft not the 
natural ten^Jency of fuch a condud, to increafe 
the number of their enemies, while we ftiall then, 
as well as now, be pofTeffed of arms to maintain 
PVir liberty , and have the fame or more numerous 
jfriends to aflfift us in counteracting their tyranni- 
fSi} defigns ? 
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Great diforders , it was true, prevailed at the 
prefent period in the Spanilh monarchy : the r©y. ^^^ 
al navy had fuffered a confiderable diminution, 
and the archdukes army was extremely ill paid and 
mutinous. But although this confideration. might 
juftify the ftates in demanding the moft advan- 
tageous terms ofpe^ce, it would not juftify them 
for refolving to perfift', at all adventures, in the 
profecution of the war. From negligence and 
inattention , but chiefly from the folly of engaging * 
at once in too many difficult and expenfive enter- 
prifes, Spain was weakened; but it would be 
madnefs to proceed on the fupp^ition, that her 
ftrength was fpcnt, for fhe was ftill poffeffed ofin- 
cxhauftible refources ; and nothing but greater 
prudence and moderation were requifitc to render 
her formidable to all her enemies. During the 
laft campaign, fhe had exerted herfelf more vi- 
goroufly than feveral years preceding, and if the 
rivers that year had not been fwelled to an unu- 
fual height , her troops mi^ht have penetrated into 
the heart of the provinces. She might ftill con- 
tinue , and perhaps redouble her exertions ; and 
if /he was inoenfed , as (be would juftly be , in 
cafe the ftates fhould obftinately refufe to treat 
with her, fhe might be determined to dired: her 
whole attention againft the dominions of the 
ftates , and put. forth a degree of ftrength which 
tfacy would be unable to withftand. 

Their arms had hitherto been attended with 
greater fuccefk , than could juftly have been e^- 
peded againft fo potent an enemy j but of all 
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BOOK human events they (bould remember thofe o( war 
III. were the mod fortuitous. The republic had in 
i«or. former periods been brought fo low, that the 
flates would gladly have fubmitted to the fove- 
reignty of a foreign prince: and one unfortunate 
campaign, or the lofs of a fleet , which depended 
for its prefervation on the mercy of the winds and 
waves , might again reduce them to the like dei^ 
perate condition. 

They had been enabled to attain their prefent 
profperity, by the friendly afliftance of the queen 
of England , and the king of France ; but the for- 
mer of thefe princes , who had long been their 
principal fupport , was dead, and her fucceObr ei- 
ther not fo able , or not fo willing to affift them ; 
while the latter was far advanced in years ; was dc- 
firous, for reafons which could not be eafily pene- 
trated , to have the war brought to a conclufion ; 
and although during his life, they might truft that 
he would not fuflfer them to be oppreffed, yet he 
might ere long leave his kingdom to an infant 
fon , during whofe minority , the Spaniards were 
likely to have greater influence . over the French 
counfels, than the United States. . 

The great objed, as well as the end of war was 
peace; and advantageous terms of, peace could 
never be fo eafily obtained , as when the enemy 
found it neceflary to apply for it, in order to re- 
trieve the ruined ftate of his affairs. The objed 
of the prefent war had, from the beginning, been 
to fliake off the yoke of the Spanifh government, 
and to affert their liberty. This objed was now • 
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fccurcd , and the king of Spain himfelf was ready BOOK 
to treat with them as with a free people, over in. 
whom he pretended to no authority. Could they ^^^' ' 
be juftified in their own eyes , or could they be 
juftified in the opinion of the world, if they Ihould 
refufe to treat with him ? Would the pretext that 
he was infincere in the acknowledgment which he 
bad made of thdr independence , and that poffibly 
he will hereafter revive 'his claim , and refufe to 
fulfil his engagement,- afford a vindication of a' 
condud; fo fingular, fo haughty, and contemptu- 
ous? Was the war to be profecuted till they had 
accoTOplifted the diffolution of the Spanifb monar- 
chy ? Was this an event either to be expeded or 
defired ? Were the people of the United Provin- 
ces to be the only people on earth , who were 
never to enjoy the bleflings of tranquillity? 

The war indeed had been the occafion of prot 
perity to fome, who ought to reft fatisfied with 
the advantages which they had already derived 
from it: but to great numbers ; it had often been 
a copious fource of diftrefs and mifery. Many 
groaned under the burdens which the war had 
made it neceffary to impofe.; and many lamented 
the lofs of their JFriends, and the ruin of their for- 
tunes, which are the infeparable concomitants 
even of the moft fuccefsful war. - It was furcly 
defirable to put a period to thefe calamities ; and 
if they did not embrace the prefent opportunity ' 
of doing it, provided it could be done confiftently 
with their honor, and their future fecurity, they 
would be anfwerable for all the blood that Ihould 
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BOOK be fpilt , and could not be jufliHed in the fight 
111, cither of God or man." 

»^7. This difcourfe, Avhich was delivered in an ex- 

traordinary affembly, where deputies from all the 
provinces and almoft all the towns were prefent, 
deriving weight from the charadier of the fpeaker , 
as well as from the folidity of the reafoning which 
it contained , was liftened to with' great attention ; 
and, while it produced Convidlion in the minds of 
the greater part , it impofed filence upon the reft , 
and extorted their confent to the meafure which 
it was intended to recommend. Prince Mauricfc, 
fupported ^by the deputies from the province and 
towns of 2^aland , propofed that the form of an 
explicit and unconditional acknowledgment of 
their independence (hould be tranfmitted to the 
archdukes, to be fubfcribed by them as a preli- 
minary article; but this motion being rejedcd 
as harfh and ofFenfive by a great majority, it was 
at length refolved to appoint ambaOadors for the 

Dec. a4th. purpofe of negociating peace ; and notice of this 
refolution was immediately fent to the court of 
Bruffels ". 

It was at the fame time propofed to the arch- 
dukes that the conferences Ihould be held at the 
Hague, which for fome time paft bad been the 
feat of government in the United Proviates; 
and , in order to induce them to comply with this 

" Grotius, lib. xvi. Bent. part. iii. lib. Viii. The time 
fixed for the fufpenfion of arms being expired, it was pro- 
rogued on the prefent occafion , and afterwards , from time 
to time, on different occafions,* till the treaty was concluded. 
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propofal , it was fuggefted , that , as the arabafla- BOOK 
dors of the ftates could not be invefted with very m, 
ample powers, they might often have occafion to i«07. 
confuJt their conRituents; and if any other place 
of meeting, or any town within the territories of 
the archdukes were made choice of, much time 
would be loft, and the negociation be unnecefla- 
rily prolonged. 

The archdukes, folicitous to avoid every caufe Commiffi. 
of delay , readily agreed to this propofal , and im- *'"^" '°' 
mediately appointed for their commiflioners the the part of 
marquis of Spinola, Mancicidor , a Spaniard, their ^^'*'°' 
fccretary at war , Richardot , the prefident of their- 
privy council , Verreikens , their private fecretary 
of ftatc , and Ney, the Francifcan , to whofe adi- 
vity and addrefs they thought themfelves muchin-^ 
dcbted for having brought the negociation thus far. 

The commiflioners appointed by the ftates And on 
were nine in number, feven of whom were nomi- ^^^^ ^^ ^t 
Dated by the feven provinces, and the remaining' 5 "^**g*5 
two by the ancient body of the nobles. Thefe two 
were count William ofNaflau, a near relation of 
prince Maurice , andWalraeve, lord of Brederode; 
and thofe appointed by the feveral provinces were 
among the moft refpedable perfons in the com- 
monwealth : b.ut the confidence of the people of 
all ranks, at this important crifis, was chiefly 
placed in Barnevelt, who was nominated com- 
miflioner by the province of Holland. 

This virtuous and able ftatefman was indefati-' 
gable in his attenti5n to every ftep of the prefent 
negociation ; and , before the conferences were 
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BOOK begun , he devifed an expedient admirably calcu- 
li I. lated to promote the end in view. The predomi- 
K07. nam paflion in the minds of his countrymen was 

Spain the ^^1' « ^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^° ^^^ many years , fufpicion of 
prtdoni. the intentions of the court of Spain. It had been 
•f "hcDuub. chiefly from this quarter that he encountered fo 
much difficulty in perfuadine them to agree to 
the archdukes propofals of a conference ; and he 
flili dreaded that the fame caufe might prevent 
this conference from being attended with the de- 
^ fired effedl. This diftruft of the Spaniards be 
apprehended would fhow itfelf on every occafion, 
and on the flighted grounds ; and it would be 
carefuUy fomented by prince Maurice and others, 
who wiflied for a continuance of the war. In or- 
der , therefore , to quiet the apprehenfions of the 
people , to deprive the prince and his partifans of 
a pretext , of which he knew they would readily 
lay hold, and at the f^me time to intimidate or 
overawe the Spaniards , he propofed to the French 
and Britifli miniders that, before the conferences 
were opened, their maflers fliould enter into a 
new alliance with the dates; that they fiiould en- 
gage to employ their endeavours to procure for 
them an equitable peace; and, in cafe of -their 
procuring it , fliould farther engage to afford them 
fuch afliflance as fliould be neceflary for main- 
taining it inviolate. 

This propofal did not meet with the fame fa- 
vorable reception from the Britifli as from the 
French monarch. Though James was determin- 
ed by the motives above explained to concur 
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With Henry in promoting the eftabliflhment of B o o K 
peace; yet, having ground for doubt whether la. 
the intereft -of his own dominions did not rather *^^^' 
require that the war (hould be continued , he was 
never fo deeply interefted, as he defired that the 
Hates (hould believe, in the fuccefs of their pre- 
fent negociation **. Befides that, he knew how 
much it was in the power of the Spaniards to dif- 
turb bis tranquillity by their intrigues with the 
Irilh Catholics , and was therefore unwilling to in- 
cur their refentment. Influenced by thefe confi- 
derations , he declined at this time to enter into 
the propofed alliance, But Henry more decided 
in his condud , and lefs afraid of the confequences 
of giving oflFence to the court of Spain , readily 
yielded his confent, and fent orders to the prefi- 
dent Jeannin , to finiflb the treaty without delay. 
Againfl: this meafure, which no pains were 
taken to conceal » the Spanifli minifters having 

" This appears from feveral paflagcs in Win wood's 
Memorials, and particularly frpm the letters writ by the 
eatl of Salisbury to Sir R. Winwood , Sir Richard Spencer, * 
and Sir Charles Comwallis. . ^VYou added ^ fays Salisbury, 
in a letter dated March aoth 1607 , to the two former) 
that this comfort you have that both parties deiire the 
peace with more than an ordinary affection. Which words I 
radier^ judge to proceed out of a contemplation of the • * 
tedioufnefs which this bufinefs is to bring with it , than 
ou^ of any affedionate defire or good judgment of the efFeds 
which this buOnefs is to bring with it ; confidering that the 
beft in that kind that can be hoped for, is like to add but 
trouble and care to us in thefe parts ; and yet I would not 
have you now gather that I would have you break it." 
YoLii. p. 578» 
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BOOK warmly remonftrated at the court of Fmtice^ 

III. and bavitig received no other anfwer, but that if 

1607. rightly underftood , it muft contribute to haften 

the ellabliihment of peace , they from thence per- 

ceived that it was become neceffary for them, and 

therefore refolved, if poflGble, to procure the French 

king's affiftancein their negociation with the dates. 

For this purpofe, butunder a different pretext, tht 

marquis of Villa Franca was fent to Paris , in the 

charader of ambafTador , and from that time Heniy 

aded as mediator between the contradUng powers, 

although it was well underftood how much more 

be favored the pretenfions 'of the Dutch than thofe 

either of the archdukes or the king of Spain **. 

160$. In the mean time the archdukes commiffioners 

Fcbr. tfth. arrived at the Hague , and a few days after the 

conferences were begun *^ The two or three 

firft feffions having been employed by the commif- 

ftoners in examining their powers, and in difcuf- 

. ling certain objedions againft them, which, after 

fome altercation, it was agreed were not fufficient 

to flop tlieir procedure ; the Dutch coromiQioners 

Bentivoglio, Grotius, &c. 65: Jcannin^tom. ii* p^'^p. 

A great number of people from the other towns had come 
to the Hague at this time , chiefly moved by their curiofity to 
' • fee Spinola , who for fome years had been an objed of their 
higheit admiration , which was on fon^e occafions mixed wicH 
terror. Prince Maurice having gone out to meet him , re* 
ceived him into his own coach , and condu^^ed him to the 
Hague. "And both thefe great men, it is faid, were well plea*- 
fed to find the high opinion which they had formed of each 
other's abilities , from their acflions, juftified by their difcourfe 
which they held together iit the prefent interview. 

required 
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required , ais a prelirairiary article , a folemri ac- BOOH 
knovrledgment, in the name of the king of Spain III- 
and the archdukes, of the independence of the ^^^^ 
Viihcd Provinces , including an explicit renun«i 
elation of all right to authority over them; toge-i 
thcr with an obligation, binding on their fucceflbrs 
as well as on themfelves , that they (hould not 
henceforth ufe the arms or titles of the provinces, 
or any other marks of their ancient fovereignty^ 

The commifljoners of the archdukes were much 
oflFcnded at the latter part of this requifition; 
and, befides remonflrating againft it to the Dutch 
conKmiffioners themfelves , they bitterly complains 
cd to the Britifh and French ambaffadors , of thd 
arrogance difcovered in making fo unufual a de^ , 
fiiand. It had been the ordinary practice, they 
obfcrved , of princes to retain the titles of the 
fiates or kingdonis which jhey had loft. Thei 
Cathoiic king was ftyled king of Jerufalem, and 
duke of Burgundy ; the king of France called 
tiimfelf king of Navarre j and the king of Eii- 
gland ftill affum'ed the title of king of France. 
In teqtriring his Catholic majefty therefore to re- 
nounce his titles as well as his fovereignty , the 
ftates were not otily gtiilty of arrogating to them- 
felveis the privilege of introducing a new pracSice, 
but of impeaching the condudl of the greateft 
fovereigni in Europe ,= and particillarly of the ' 
kings of France and Britain , M(rho had no lefs 
f eafon to be oflFended at the demand of the Dutch 
commiflioners than the king of Spain.* 

Voir. I t 
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The French and Enj;lifb ambafladors , hovrever, 
decluied on this occafion to interpofe, and the 
archdukes comroiflioners , after having obtained 
the cop(edt of the archdukes, acquainted thofe of 
the ftates at the next meeting , that they were ready 
to grant the renunciation required in its full ex« 
tent The Dutch were agreeably furprifed nt the 
facility with which the Spaniards thus yielded to 
their requeft; but when Richardot^ who was the 
fpeaker on this occaHon, added that, in return 
for fo liberal a concellion , it was expeded that the 
ftates would agree to abftain for the future from 
all commerce in the Indies , and reft fatisfied , as 
they had done till about' ten years before, with 
the trade which they had carried on with Spain ^ 
and other countries in Europe « they were inQ^ 
med with indignation , and exclaimed » that one 
moment the king a\)d archdukes acknowledged 
them to be a free and. independent people, and the 
next (bowed they were determined to treat tiiem 
as flavcs , and , if poffible , to deprive them of the 
moft valuable branches of their liberty : that thefe 
princes, in renouncing their claim to the fove- 
reignty of the provinces , had given nothing to the 
ftates which they did not "poffefs before ; while, 
in requiring them to relinquifli their trade to India, 
they, in effcdl, required them to abandon what 
vras known to be a principal fource of their wealth 
arid power : but they declared that no confidera- 
tion would ever induce thena to comply with a de- 
mand which was equally exorbitant and unjuft; 
|or, under ^hat pretext could the Spaniards claim 
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the cxclufivc frrivilegc of trading to the Indies ? B p i^ 
Thpfe countries were not the property of tbd jii. 
Spaniards, but belonged to a great numt>er of in-< ^^* 
dependent princes , many of whonx chofe rather 
that their fubjcds (hould engage in trade with the 
Dutch than with the Spaniards or PorfUguefc. 
Thafc countries were likcwife of an imnoenfe ex- 
Hint ; they could furnilh materials for trade to all 
the commercial nations in Europe ; and it was si 
violation of the law of nature , md contrary to thcf 
genera] good of mankind, for any one nation to 
endeavour to engrofs the whole, Tb^ ftatccs would 
not refufe to agree to apy arrangement with regi^rdl 
|o the Indian trade , which was cakulatcd to pro- 
motQ thi$ n^iltual intere|]t of both nations, Bpt^ 
having been redlic^d by the Spaniards tbemfelves 
to the n^^effjty of having recourCe to thi» new' 
IfTznch of commerce, having begun it iathe facei 
of difficult!^ , which it h^d required an enormous 
expenfe , and the moft vigorous exertions to fur-^ 
mount, having edabliflied a company for carry^^ 
ing it on, and already tafted of the profits ari<* 
fing from it , they were determined , whatever 
fhould be the confequenees , to perfevet^. The 
SpaniO) commiflioners had no other reply to make 
to this anfwer of the dates , but that the Spa« 
niards and Fortaguefe had lotig been in the fole 
^ofleffion of the trade to India ^ and that the king 
of Spain had not only refufed to grant a parttcipati- 
on in that trade to the French and EngHfh, but like-* 
wife fp his well alFeded fubjeds in the Netherlaiids : 
bat no regard was paid to thefe confideraitions bf ' 

T 3> 
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BOOK the commiflioners of the dates ; Ihd they were 

III. confirmed in their purpofe by the unanimous voice 

iftojf. of their countrymen , joined to a reprefentation 

'Nvhicb was made on this occafion to the ftates by 

the India company. 

The trade, they reprefented , with Spain and 
Portugal , bad never been , and could never ht 
produdivd *of any advantage to individuals or to 
the public, equal to that which arofe from the 
trade to India. In this, and the other branches 
of foreign trade , of which the Spaniards wanted 
to deprive them , upwards of a hundred and fifty 
fhips and eight thoufand failors were employed. 
Thefe fhips were all of a confiderable (ize , zvA 
might at any time be converted, at a fmall ex- 
penfe, into fhips of war, when the public exigen- 
cies fbould require. The Indian trade was not 
only infmitely more profitable than the Spaniih , 
as it confifted in going to the fountain-head for 
thofe commodities , which they had formerly pur- 
chafed at fecond hand from the Spaniards and 
Portuguefe, but was likewife much more fafe and 
certain, becaufe it did not, like the other, depend 
on the caprice of the king or of the miniflers of 
Spain. They had formerly experienced how Jittle 
■ they had to rely an the trade with Spain and Por- 
tugal. Their failors bad been feized and im- 
prifoned , or fent to the gallres to work as flavcs, 
and their fliips and goods had been confifcaicd. 
It would be always in the power of the Spani- 
ards to exercife the fame oppreffioris. They would 
renew them under various pretexts , on the 
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fiighteft grounds of oflfcnce ; and after having perfua- "BOOK 
ded the ftates to abandon their Indian corrimerce, lit. 
they would next exclude them from that of Spain • *^*" 
and Portugal, in the hopes that by thus reducing 
their naval power, they might again compel them 
to fubmit to their authority. The ftates might 
judge of how much importance the trade of India 
-was to the Spaoiards, from the eagernefs which 
* they difcovered to prevent any other nation from 
partaking in it; but it was of ftill greats import- 
ance to the people of the United Provinces, who 
depended almoft entirely upon that trade, for their 
fubfiftence, and, without the refources which they 
derived from it, would be utterly unable to main- 
tain their liberty and independence. Nor was it 
intereft only 'which the ftates would facrifice, by 
granting the requcft of the Spanifh commiflioncrs, 
but like wife their integrity and honor ; fince al- 
liances had been formed with the Indian princes, 
and fome of thefe princes, trufting to the protec- 
'tion of the company , adling by the authority of 
the ftates, had flbaken off the yoke of the Spaniards, 
and thereby expofed themfelves to their fevereft 
vengeance, if, by any article in the prefent treaty, 
the company were to be prevented from fulfilling 
their engagements. 

The ftates were more than ever determined , 
by thefe confiderations, to rejed the requeft of 
the Spanift) commiffioners; 'but, that they might 
a-fford fome proof of the finc^ferity of their defire of 
-peace, they gave them their choice of the three 
following propofals. The firft, that, conformably 
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p O t to the ordinary tenor of treaties of peace , hotk 
111. parties fbouid et|uaily enjoy tlie liberty of com- 
'•?^ merce by fca and land. The fecotid , that the unit- 
ed Provinces (bould abftain from all comnaercc 
iMfith countries under the government of Spsuh, 
on this fide of the northern tropic, while^ oii the 
otb^r fide I all matters fliould itmain on their 
prefent footing ; the dates being fatbfied that 
peace (hould take place on this fide , vrbile hofti- 
litiesi if unavoidable « might continue on the other. 
And the third , that Spain (bouid give uo molefta> 
tion to the Dutch in India for feven years^ before 
the expiration of >vbich a new treaty (boula be 
fet on foot , in order to devife fome propef nieaite 
of accommodation. The Spaniih coramjiSoneis 
replied , that they were not poIfeflTed of power to 
agree to any of thefc propofals. Tbey knew that 
the king of Spain had renounced bis fovereignty 
over the provinces , in the hopes of their confene* ' 
ing entirely to defift from the Indian trade ; but 
they (hould appoint one of their number to go to 
IVIadrid for new inftrpdlions. The Francifcan vras 
accor^ngly difpatched for that purpofe; and, in 
tlie mean time, the commi(fioners proceeded to 
take fome of the other points in queRion under 
their confideration. 

The Dutch having, from the beginning, fuf- 
peded , on account of the mention of religion in 
^he king's fecortd ratification, that it was intended 
to propofe fome chafige in their eftablifhed religi- 
on , required of the Spanift commiilioners to de- 
clare whether they had received any inftntifUoas 
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on that head , and vrhat their inftrudions were, 9 o O C 
The commiflioners acknowledged that they were iil. 
indeed inftruded to make a propofal to the ftates i^^* 
wtb regard to religion : but ^dded , that they 
could not enter on the difcufCon of this article till 
feveral others had been difcuffed. Of ail the zu 
tides they knew, there was none ip which the 
king and the duke of Lerma were fo deeply inter- 
«fted ; but fincc their arrival in Holland , they 
had come to be perfuaded » from private inform^* 
tion , that no propofal which they were empow* 
ered to makf on this fubjeft would be liftened to 
by the dates. They were Itkewife afraid that the 
*difcufIion of a point of fo delicate a nature , on 
which the paffions of the Dutch would be fo eafily 
inflamed , might occafipn a fudden diflblution of 
the conferences ; and from the fequel , it is proba* 
ble that they had fent the Francifcan to Madrid 4s 
ipuch for the purpofe of ^founding the inclinations 
of the court , and knowing their ultimate refolu- 
tion on this head , as on that of the Indian com? 
mcrce. Although they were repeatedly urged, 
therefore, by the Dutch to deqlare what they wer^ 
inftruded to propofe with regard to religion, they 
as often declined complying with their requeft, 
and infilled that it was better previoufly to exa^ 
jfnine the other quedions in difpute. 

One of thefe related to the duties which, during 
the war , had been laid by the Dutch pn all goods 
imported by the Scheld to Antwerp. The ^rch- 
flukes commilConers infifted that all.thpfe duties 
ihouid be taken off: nor were thofe of the 

T4 
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BOOK ftates unwilling to abolifl) fuch of then as had 
Ml* been impofed in confideration of the war ; but 
^^^ they required ths^t the fame duties* Oiould ftill be 
paid by the fubjeds of the archdukes and the king 
of Spain as were exaded from the fubjedis of the 
dates , to enable them to defray the cxpenfe of 
the fortifications on the banks of the Scbeld , and 
of the (hips of war that were ncceffary for the pro- 
tedion of their commerce. This was the pretext 
vrhich they employed, although it is probable they 
were chiefly aduated by their dread left the trade 
pf Antwerp (bould be revived to the prejudice of 
that of their own commerx:ial towns in the mari- 
time provinces. 

Another point which engaged the attention of 
the commiflioners , regarded the mutual exchange 
of thofe towns and diftrids which the contending 
powers had acquired by conqueft from one an- 
other. The ftates were at this time in poffeflion o( 
Sluys, and the ifle of Cadfant in Flanders^ and of 
*^Breda, Bergen op Zoom^ and Gertrudenburgh, in 
Brabant; all of which places were of the firft im- 
portance , on account of their fituation and 
ftrength. The Spanifli commiflioners , however, 
.propofcd and urged that thcfe places fliould he 
given to the archdukes, who were fovereigns of 
the provinces in which they lay, aqd that the ftates, 
:jn compenfation for them, fliould accept of Olden- 
zeel, Groll, and Lingen. But the Dutch commif- 
fioners rejeded this propofal with great difdain, 
^ alledging tbat the towns poffeffed by the ftates 
were of infinitely jgrcatcr value than thofe which 
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were offered in exchange for them ; and declaring, BOOK 
that as no conceffions which the archdukes would iii, 
•make were a fufficient equivalent, both parties, '*^*' 
agreeably to what the archduke had propofed in 
the beginning of this negociation , fhould retain 
what was at prefent in their poffcflion. 

A third queftion related to the boundaries be- "•* '*^ 
tween the dominions of the ftatesand ihofc ofthe aividmii 
archdukes; a fourth, to the reftitution of the effefls tiaaiei by 
belonging to individuals which had been confif- l^'p*aJI. 
cated; and, befides thefe', there were feveral 
other matters treated of, concerning which the op^ 
pofite parties contended with great warmth , 9nd 
difcovered a wide diverfity of fentiment. 

Many weeks paft in fruitlefs altercation. The 
parties feeroed to be more than ever exafperated 
againll each other-, and the difScuUies which pfe^ 
vented them from coming to an agreement feein- 
ed daily to increafe. 

The Dutch were extremely tenacious of their obfiin«j 
claims , and the archdukes commiffioners often outd* 
<;omplained of this obtlinacy to the Englifb and 
French ambafladors ; but their condud was , at the 
fame time, explicit and undifgi 
the commencement of the negoi 
openly declared, that, whatever 
might be induced to make in ot] 
were two points, religion and ll 
on which no fucb conceffion vfi 
as the Spaniards were likely to r 

To procure fonae new inftrudi 
thcfc iinportaat articles, had, as : 
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been the purpofe for which the FraocifcaD had 
been fent to IVladrid. The time fixed for bift 
return was expired , and no fatisfauftory account of* 
his delay was given by the archdukes cooiroiflioti- 
crs , who ftudioudy avoided all difcourfe concern- 
ing him , and maintained an obftinate fiience with 
regard to his fuccefs. 

The Dutch were exceedingly difgufted at this 
behaviour : they knew not to what caufe it could 
be afcribed : they were not without fufpicion of fome 
infidious defign: and they at length refolved, that 
either the archdukes ambafladors (bould give them 
(atisfaAion concerning the caufe of Ney's delay, 
or that the treaty fliould inftantly be brc4cen off. 

Having, accordingly, in the moft peremptory 
terms , required to know what was the ultimate 
determination of the king of Spain with regard 
to the Indian trade, the ambalTadors, thinking it 
unneceffary any longer to conceal what they kntw^ 
replied ** , that Ney had not been able to obuin 
a more favorable anfwer to his application than 
this, that the king, from his ardent defire of re- 
ftoring peace to his dominions, was ftili ready to 
renounce his claim of fovercignty over the provin- 
ces in the form propofed ; but , in return for fo 
great a facrifice, required that the ftatcs fhould 
abftain from all commerce to the Indies, and per- 
niit the exercife of the Catholic religion through- 
out the ^hole extent of their dominions. 
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Of this tleclaratibn thb deputies of the ftal^s BOOK 
give iftmediate informaiion to the ftatte^ general, ill. 
and the Englifli' and French ambafiadors. James '^** 
having lately entered into that defenfive alliance 
with the dates which he had formerly declined, 
and Henry, beftdes concluding fuch an alliance, 
having empowered *' Jeannin to acquaint them, 
that, in cafe the prcfcnt treaty wdfe not broken 
off without bis confent, be had r^folved to affift 
them in the profecution of the war; bbth thefe 
princes were well entitled to be confulted on the 
prefent occafion. Henry could not decently have 
negleded the opportunity , which was prefented 
to him , of interpofing in behalf of the religion 
which'he profeffed, and therefore he had inftrudl- 
^d Jeaiiiiin to advife the ftates , if poifible , to 
grant to their Catholic fubjeds the indulgence 
which Philip had demanded fc^ them ; but he did 
not infiH; on their compliance with his advice: he 
was fcnfible that this indulgence might endanger 
their internal peace, efpecially if it was granted 
at the requeft of the king of Spain ; and there* 
/ore left them at liberty to determine , both with 
regard to religion and their Indian trade, whether 
any concelTion could be made confidently with 
their intereft and fccurity. 

The ftates themfelves unanimoufly thought that 
there was no room for hcfitation on the fubjed. 
With the confent of Jeannin ^ as well as of the 
Jinglifli ambaflkdors , -they rejeded the conditions 

Negociadons de- Jeannin, torn. L p« 44. Seconde 
In(tru(ftion a jyionfieur Jeatinin. 
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BOOK that were propofcd ; and, at the next meeting vrith 
III. the archdukes commiflioners , it was dcplarfed by 
^^^' thofe of the ftatcs, that they confidered the infift- 
ing upon thcfe conditions as a violation of the pro- 
niife which had been made of treating with them 
as with a free people; that they could not con/ider 
the condud ot Spain as confident, fair, or candid, 
and were theftforc determined to break ofiF the pre- 
fent treaty, and, without fufifering therafclvcs to 
be any longer deceived , to refume the profecution 
of the war **. 

The ftates feem to have received fufficient pro- 
vocation on this occafion for the refentment with 
which they were inflamed ; but, from a let-ter o£ 
the prefident Jeannin's to the king of France , it 
appears that it was not the court of Spain fo much 
as the archdukes commiflioners, of whom they 
had reafon to complain. For Philip, it appears 
from this letter, had, from the beginning of the 
negociation, declared that he would never con* 
fent to renounce his fovereignty , but on the con- 
dition that the free exercife of the Catholic reli- 
gion (hould be eftablifhed in all the provinces ; 
and he had charged the commiflioners to open the 
conferences by acquainting them that this was his 
unalterable refolution. But the commiflioners had 
thought it expedient to change the order of their 
infl;ru<Sions, and to begin with an acknowtedge- 
mentof the freedom of the ftates, hoping thereby 
to render them more obfequious in other articles ; 
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and afterwards , when both parties were in better B o o i& 
humor with each other, to obtain from Phihp forae iil. 
relaxation in his demand with regard to the Ca- '^f* 
tholic religion *'. 

This information was communicated to the de- 
puties of the ftates, and afterwards to the ftatcs 
general , with an intention to footb their refent- 
ment ; but it ferved rather to turn it into another 
channel , by direding it againft the archdukes 
commiffioners inftead of the court of Spain, And 
it likewife ferved to rivet their convidion , tbafc 
no folid peace could ever be obtained from that 
court, whofe bigotry was the fame in the prefent 
as it had been in the former reign , without a con* 
ceflion on their part, which they deemed to be 
no lefs contrary to good policy than it was incon^ • 

fiftent with fincerity in their profeffion of the Pro* 
teftant faith. They were confirmed , thcrefort , in 
this refolution of declining to proceed any farther 
in the treaty , and feem to have fetisfied the Bng- 
lifli and French ambafladors , that they bad fuffi< 
cient motives to juftify- their condud^ 

Thefc ambaffadors, however, ftill believed it 
to be pradicable to reftore tranquillity to the 
United Provinces, although not by a perpetual 
peace , yet by a long truce, between the contending 
powers. The obftacles to the eftabliflimeqt of 
peace had chiefly arifen from the pride and bigot-^ 
ry of the court of Spain ; but thefe obftacles 4 
they thought, might be more eafily furmounteel 
in attempting to conclude a truce than a peac^, 

^^ Negpciations d^ Jeannin ^ tarn. ia. p. 40 } ,. 404 f &c« 
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BOOK becaufe , if only a tru<;e were eondqdcdi , t^at court 

111. might flatter themfelves with the hopes , th?it > at 

1^^* the expiration of it , they might recover their coch 

ceflions, and accomplilh the feveral obje<f|s ia 

which they were fo deeply interefted ; befides 

that, there was ground to fufpe£fc« that, from the 

beginning of the negociatibn, it ^as a tirucc, aod 

not a perpetual peace , that was inteaded by %k^ 

Spaniib minifters* 

Tbt yrti. The prefident Jeannin having previoufly con* 

l^r admit certed with the £ngli(b arobaOadors certain pre* 

ttd f uu liminary articles , without which he knew that ^U 

ttieftfttetT farther treaty rauft prove arfbortive, requeued art 

audience of the ftates, and^ being admitted into 

their aflemlirfy , after exprefling the concern of 

the French and Englifh monarchs on account of 

the unfucceisful iffue of the late conferences, be 

added, that tbefe princes, being deeply imprefied 

with a Qonvidion of the neceffity of putting a 

period to the war , had , in cafe it Qrould be found 

impradicable to eftablifh a lafting peace, com-« 

manded their ambafTadors to recommend to the 

flates a truce of feveral years , provided that fucb 

a truce could be obtained on advantageous and 

honorable terms. For, in recommending this 

meafure , he fubjoined, it is by a fegard for the 

true .intereft and honor of the provinces, that 

the French and Bridfh kings are prompted , and 

therefore they exhort you to adopt it only on the 

following conditions: firft, that the king of 

Spain and the archdukes {ball treat whh you as 

with a free people, oyer whom they pretended to^ 
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no authority; f(?condIy, that, during the trttcc^ BOO IK 
you (hall enjoy a free commerce both in Europe III- 
and in the Indies ; and , thirdly , that you IbaU 
retain, all the towns ^nd territories which are at 
prefent in your poffeffion. 

During this truce you will have leifure to rec* 
tify the diforders which have fpl^ung up during . 
the continuance of the war, to pay your debts « 
to reform your government, to extend your trade, 
and , if you ftudy to maintain internal union and 
tranquillity, this truce, it is probable, will ter« 
minate in a hfting peace , by which the advanta^ 
ges you have obtained will be perpetuated and 
fecured : whereas , if at this time the war were 
to be renewed, we forcfee innumerable difficult 
lies to which you will be expofed; and perceive^ 
that , in order to infure fuccefs , your friends muft 
be much more liberal in their affiftance, than if 
convenient for them in the prefent fituation of 
their affairs. 

You are diffatisfied with the condud of yout 
adverfaries; but let not your refentment prevent 
you from liftening to the counfel of your* friends. 
It is our intention to offer them the fame counfel; 
and , if they refufe to follow it , to acquaint them 
that the kings of France and Britain are determin- 
ed to give you every proof of faithful friendlfaip 
in their power. But in return for this, jthefe priiw 
ces exped that you will not, by your obftinacy^ 
engage them in a war to which they are utterly 
averfe^ahd for which, if this truce can be accom^ 
pliihed , there is no neceffity. 
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MO OK It Will be difficult, we know, to obtain the 

III. * cortfent of the Catholie king to the preliminary 

i«o8* articles; but, if that pfince (hall be found equally 

uncomplying and *intradable,* as you haVe hitherto 

experienced, and the treaty for a tfucc, like that 

for peace, Ihall, through his fault, proVe abortive, 

• you will be juftified for again having recourfe to* 

arms; and the princes too, whom we feprefenc, 

win be juftified for refolving to exert themfelvesr 

with greater vigor in your behalf **. 

To this propofal the Rates general made no iraf* 
mediate reply, but that they would iubmit it to the' 
confideration of the Rates of the particular provinces. 

It was foon sifter conimnnicated to the marquis 
of Spinola, and the reft of the archdukes com* 
miffioners , by whom it was received with all the' 
£itfsfadion which might be expedled from their 
well known averfiott to the continuance of the 
War. But although they acknowledged how' 
much pleafure it would give them, if any means 
of an accommodation could be devifed, they dread- 
ed that the archdukes would be unable to per«» 
fuade tfie court of Spain to agree to the prelimi- 
\ nafy articles ; and , for this f eafon , they labored 

to perfuade Jeannin to omit the two firft articles 
altogether, and to attempt to conclude a truce? 
without anfy other condition but that both parties^ 
fcould retain \vhat they poffeffed. It had beett 
with the utmdft relu<tohce , they ^eprefented , 
that the king of Spain bad formerty Confented tcr 
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* • 

acknowledge the independence of the ftates, even book 
•when he expeded thereby to gain fome conccf. m, 
lion from them in favor of the Catholic religion^ i<508, 
and to exclude them from the Indian trade, had 
been his principal motive for defiring to put a pe- 
riod to the war. To procure hi$, confent , there- 
fore- either to the firft or to the fecond of the 
preliminary articles, would be attended with dif- 
ficulties, which, there was ground to apprehend, 
•would be found infuperable; and no other agree- 
ment was like to be obtained than a ceflation of 
hoililities , or a truce in the common form , dut- 
Ting which both parties fhould retaia what was at 
prefent in their pofTeltion. 

Jeannin was fenfiblc of the truth of this re- • - 
prefentation , and fore(aw the difficulties which 
the archdukes radfb encounter, if they- liftened to 
his propofal; but; befides that thefc princes were, 
above all things, foHcitous to be delivered from 
a ruinous war, which filled their minds with per- 
petual difquietude, and would employ all their 
influence to overconie the pride and obftinacy of 
the court of Spain , he knew that the Spaniards 
were at prefent extremely il^ [itepared for the re- 
commencement of hoftilities, and hoped that on 
this account they might be induced to agree to 
terms, which, on another occafion, they would 
have rejedcd with difdain. 

He would not, therefore, have been inclined 
to withdraw the preliminary articles , even al- 
though he bad found himfelf at liberty ; but 
they were « part (he faid) of the archdukes 
Vol. I. V 
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^ w«. coraniiflioneV/ propofel tQ tbc Rates , and the Bonoif 

III. both of the French and Engliflj roonarchs , in whofe 

name this propofal had been made , was now 

pledged cither to procure the acceptance of tbent 

by the archdukes and king of Spain, or to fur- 

oilh the ftates ^ith fuch afliftance a^ diight be 

pecefTary for the profccution of the war. This 

declaraci6n he made to the archdukes commifl^ 

6ners in the moft expficit Uttns ; andf added ,• that 

iB^bilc it might be difficult to obtain the king of 

Spain's affent to the propofed conditions , it was? 

extremely doubtful whether thefe conditions were 

fUch as would fatbfy the people of the UnitedP 

Provinces; but the commiffioners might firmly 

believe that nothing lefs thaii was coduined in 

the preliminary articles would give fetisfaaioii 

dthcr to them , or to their friends. 

Of the truth of this affertion , as far as' it re- 
garded the confederates , there Was immediate' 
proof in the difficulty which Jeannin encounter* 
ed in perfuading them to agree to his propofal. 
The greater part of the deputies of the particu- 
fer provinces, being fmcerely folicitous for the 
eftablifhraent of peace , were fatisfied with the 
preliminary articles, and gave their opinion that 
the truce, with the conditions contained id thefc 
articles 9 ought not to bfe refufed. But there 
wert many, who, whether from motives of pri- 
vate intereflf , or a regard to the public fafcty , being 
defirous of a continuance of the war , maintained 
fhat no agreement whatever fhould be made , but! 
M condition that tfafe archdukes , and the king of 
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Spain, fhould graift the fame foletnn acknow- b O o h; 
ledgment of the liberty and independence of the m. 
ftates, to vrhich they bad formerfy confenced.ia j«o«, 
creating for a p^erpetual peace, including an exfpli- 
cit renunciation for ever of all their claims of au^* 
thority over tbcf United Provinces. 

The former of thefe parties was beaded by 
Barnevelt, fupported hy the Frencli and Englifh* 
ambafTadors ; and the latter by prince Maurice » 
whofc opinion was efpoufed not only by the 
whole province of Zealand, ovet which his au- 
thority was almoft without control , but by the 
deputies of Amfterdam, and thofe of feyeral 
othei cities in the province of Holland. 

Th^ former endeavoulfed to perfuade the latter^* "^^^i^^,* for 
that it was unreafonable to exped the fame liber- "|^'p^^^"* 
al conceflion^ from the enemy, in the cafe of a 
truce, *as where a perpetual peace was to be efliab* 
IJfhed; and that, while the dates were confcious 
of being free and able to maintain their liberty, 
it was of no importance whether the Spaniards 
fhould acknowledge, or refufc to acknowledge^ 
their independence; for it was fufficient for every 
valuable purpofe wlrich they could have iii view, 
if the Spaniards would treat with them as with a 
free people , and conclude aii agreement upo4 
equitable terms. 

But the^e corifiderations had no weight with 
prince Maurice , or his partifans. They were 
avci'fc to rfie truce on other accounts , befidds* 
their objedion to the declaratory claufe , and la- 
bored to convince t^ieit coutitirymen that a ttiitCf,' 

V z 
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on whatever terftas , at the prefent period , though 
it might be nccelTary for Spain , mud prove per* 
nicious and dangerous to the Dutch republic. 
They omitted no opportunity of ioculcatuijr their 
opinion , Vhcther in public alfemblies or in pri- 
vate fociettet, and publiQied innumerable letters 
and pamphlets, which being univerfaiiy perufed, 
btcame the fubjed of difcourfe in every compa- 
ny. Of thefe writings fome were of the mod in- 
fiammatory kind^ intended to inflil fufpicioas in- 
to the minds pf the people, that Barnevelt and 
his friends , unable to refill the allurement of Fe- 
niviaa gold , had fold their country to the Spaoi- 
ardsi and even the French and Britilh monarcbs, 
it was infinuated, by Co earnellly recommending 
the truce, intended rather to ferve the court of 
Spain than the United Provinces. Their fufpici- 
ons on (his head were h 
at Paris and London of 
bad been fent on their pn 
nifh mintdcrs, though un 
yet, probably, with no o 
the good ofli^es of James 
feat negoctation in the Nl-i 
No pains were fpared 1 
lifb ambaffadors at the t 
Dutch that their apprel 
foundation. AboVe all th 

afliduoufly for this end; and by giving the depu- 
ties of the ftates the ftrongeft aflurances that his 
maftcr's friendQiip was inviolable, and that no- 
thing could be more remote from his intention 
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than to enter into an alliance with Spain to the B O O J( 
prejudice of their republic, he feems, with re- Ui. 
gard to this matter , in which they were fo deeply i€o^ 
interefted, to have fet their minds at eafe. 

The averfion , however , of a great number of 
theni to the truce, and their animofity againft 
fuch of their countrymen as promoted it, wepe 
as flrong as ever. Their refentmcnt was princi- 
pally direded againft Barnevelt, who, by his elo- 
quence and addrefs , his great abilities , and long 
experience, had acquired an entire afcendant over 
moft of the deputies: he appears, however, tn 
have been too.fenfibly affeded on this occafion by 
the odium to which, he found himfelf expofed. 
Having one day bitterly complained, in an aflem- 
bly of the. ftates , ol the cruel treatment whicl% 
he received in the libels daily piiblifhed on the^ 
fubjed, of the prefent controverfy, he appealed ta. 
the deputies , whether be had given juft ground 
for fuch injurious imputations as had been call 
tipon him ; and then left the affembly with a re* 
folution to retire from public life. But he fooa 
recovered his tranquillity; arfd, at the earneft de* 
{ire of the ftates, he returned to the affembly, 
and afterwards continued to apply himfelf to tho^ 
condud of public affairs with the fame iodefati-i 
gabk attention as before *^. 

It would be injurious to tBe cbarader of prince 
Maurice to fuppofe that he would demean him- 
felf fo far as to be concerned in thofc anonymous 
pamphlets and incendiary letters , replete Nyitlj 

*' Grotius, &c. lib. xvi. 
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90 OK threats againfl Barnevelt and bts adherent, 
III. vrhtcb were publiflied on this occafion. He took 
}f^ no pains to conceal bis refentmeat, sod openly 
inveighed againR their conduA, as being calcu- 
lated to involve the provinces in ruin. Having 
vtfited fevcral of the towns in Holland , be labored 
to bring over the deputies to' bis opinion, an4 
■with the fame intention he wrote a f:ircular Jettep 
fo ail the-other towns in tbe province. 

What he faid and wrote on thi$ occaOon was 
principally intended to infpire tbe deputies'witfa 
tnifhnft of the archdukes and the court of Spain , 
whofe conduA , in tbe prefent negociation , he 
faid, bad been inconfiftent witb their profeflion$ 
in tbe beginning, and who could not bavc any 
reafon for declining to grai 
nunciation of their right of 
provinces, but that they fe 
fert that right wbep a ra< 
ibould arrive. 

They would obferve the 
they found it neceOary for 
condition of tbeir ^iffairs ; a 
, people of tbe United Frovi 
fi))fe appearance of tranquil 

quit their arms, but would )ofe tbeir military 
fpirit, and be indijced to agree to whatever terms 
fliould be prefcribetf to them, rather, than again 
expofe themfelves to the dangers or inconvenien- 
cies of war. 

The Spaniards, it was evident, being utterly 
averfe to a perpetual peace, hoped to be able. 
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,<Juring the truce , to apply foxije cfifedjual remedies B p i; 
jto the diforders y^hich prevailed in their finances ; il|/ 
yrhere^s the ftates haying fo grfe^t ^ number of *^V 
Jroptijer-towns , ^vhiere numerous garrifons muft 
jbe maintained , >yQuld h^ve nearly jthe feme jb3^ 
penfes to defray ^% during the continuance of the 
>var. It wopid, however, be infinitely ippre dif. 
ficjult, after their apprehenfioqs pf immediate 
danger were ^cmpvecl , to perfqade the people tq 
p;>y the faxes which it would be neccflary tp inj. 
pofe; and the enemy would, at the fame timet 
. pradife on their fidelity , and fow the feeds of 
difcord among the different to'^ns and provinces, 
of yi^hich tfaey wpuld not fail to avail themfelves^ 
withoi|t thinking it incumbent on them tp delay 
hpftilitjes till the expiration of the trqcp. 

As thJ3 reafpning pf prince Maurice coincide^ 
>yith the prejudices \yhicll the Dutch had, foe 
Qiany years , entertained againft the Spaniards , it 
inade ^ ftrong impreflipn pi) the rpjuds of many 
of the deputies ; npr w^s it confidered either by 
Barnevek or Jeannin , as frivolous. On the con- 
trary , they treated jt witl) the refped which waf 
jdpe to the perfon by whom it was employed , al- 
though they, at the fame time, labored aifida- ' 
oufly to fhow that the arguments on their fide ivieimivTai 
bad greater weight ; and Jeannin , in his o\yn pf/f^^'I'L 
n^me and that of the pther ambalTadors , prefented tbe Uoi(|| 
a meporial'tp the ftates, of the following pur- ^"^'^ 
port, intended to remove the obje(ftions that were 
urged hy Maurice and his adherents. 

V4 . 
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BOOK " The princes whom vfe reprefent, being deep. 
Hi. ]y interefted in ytwr profperity , and believing the 
. i<o8. truce propofed , to be ncccffary , in the prcfeut fi- 
tu.ition of your affairs , are therefore much con- 
cerned to obferve the oppofition which it meets with 
firom fo many.refpetflable members of your ftatc. 

" You ought not, they alledge, to be fatisiicd 
that the archdukes and the king of Spain are wil- 
ling to treat with you as with a free people, 
over whom they pretend to no authority, but 
you ought to require a declaration that they will 
Iconfider you in this light for ever afterwards, as- 
well as during the continuance of the truce. 

" But in the opinion of the princes, our fove- 
reigns, your liberty is equally well fecured by the 
former of thefc declarations as by the latter ; be- 
caufe the former, not being limited to any parti- 
cular time, but cxprefrcd in terms that are gene- 
ral and indefinite, it muft be underwood by all 
"ame fenfc, as if the words " for 
joined. Belides this conftderatt- 
thc king of Spain and the arcb- 
are to hold your liberty. You ■ 
lined that you are already free, 
/our liberty by a public folemn 
deed, founded upon reafon and neceflfty, and 
br.ivFly defcndeij it for many yean 
oppreffors, by the force of arms, 
tlirrefore, to reftfatisfied with that fi 
Jedgmcnt of it, which is implied ir 
tion of being ready to treat 'with 3 
free people. You ^yould be fatisfied vfi^h fych an 
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acknowledgment from any neutral or friendly b O o ik 
power. You have equal reafon to be fatisfied iii. 
■when it is made by the archdukes, and the king '^®»» • 
of Spain. And you ought not , with fo much fo* 
licitude , to require thefe princes to be %raore ex? 
plicit, in declaring you to be free, left you b© 
confidcred as thereby tacitly confefljng that ftiU 
they have a right to your obedience. 

"But, even allowing, that the king of Spain 
Ihould not think himfelf excluded by the form of 
-words made choice of from his claim of fovcr 
reignty , will he call yoju before a court of jufc 
tice, do you fuppofe, in order to have his rights 
examined by the rules of Jaw ? It is not in this 
manner that fovereigns affert their claims; it i$ 
only to the fword that they appeal : and if .yon 
"be able when the truce expires , to maintain your 
liberty as you have hitherto done againft the force 
of arras , you will then , as well as now , with 
juftice defpife your enemy's pretenfions to domi- 
nion over you. It will be fufficient then , as it is 
qt prcfent , to find yourfelves in ailual pofleffion 
of your liberty. And, in whatever fenfe the 
•words of the truce may be underftopd by the king 
of Spain, you ought to be fatisfied with- the af- 
furancc which has been given you, and which 
we now repeat , that , by the princes whom we re- 
prcfent, whofe friendfhip you have fo foirg expe- • 
rienced, and on whofe affiftance you may witli 
confidence* rely , thefe words are confidered as a 
clear and unambiguous declaration , that yoii are 
a free people over whom authority cannot ever be 
juftly pretended by the king of Spain. 
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P O O K ^ It b iarther objedcd by tbofe who opppfe the 
}iu truce, that it will afford kifure to tbc catholic 
i^<^ king to retrieve the ruinous concjitioo of his finaiv- 
cesy and to proiecute the war, after the rcconi* 
men cement of hoftilities , with greater vigor. 
Kor can it be denied, that if he yris to liAeo to 
^e advice of wife apd faitbfpl counfieUofs, it 
might be , in fome meafure, attended witl^ this 
effed. But is it to be prefumed that a young king, 
at the head of a nation noted for reftjels and in- 
ordinate ambition, ^iih minifters inattentive to 
economy, when the exigencies oF his affairs re- 
quired it, will be ipore attentive ^vhen his fitua* 
tion renders it unneceflary ? ]s it not ratlie^- to be 
prefumed , that bis trcafure wM , more than ever, 
h^coftit a prey to the avarice Of profufion of his 
minifters ? that it will be more than ever layilbed 
on idle pomp and (tioyr; pr that, by quarrelling 
with bis neighbours, he (hall ere long be engaged 
in fome ambitious and expenfiye enterprife ? 

^It is from your republic, and not from the 
king of Spain, that thofe prudent ipeafufes may 
be expedcd, which are neceffary to repair the 
mifchiefs that have been occafioned by the war: 
you are equally di(linguilbed for your prirace and 
your public economy; and yoq are not Icfs dif- 
tinguiihed for your indiiftry, your adivity, and 
enterprife. With thefc qualities, which you pot 
fefs in fo eminent a degree , your trade muft every 
year be more extended ; and , being carried on 
with fmaller rjfks, and at lefs expenfe, ^e profits 
arifing from it will be greater than ever. You 
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ill therjeby be enabled to difcharge your public b 01^ 
»e. Paris, bts, to relieve your people from the load of liu 
ll^^'^^^Kcs under which they groan, and, when the *f9f« 
^eform^Aice expires » to profecytc the war with lefs dc- 
^^' nendence on your allies, apd a greater probability 
of fucceff . 

It will ftill, indeed, be neceflary for you 19 
maintain garrifons in the frontier- towns , and tp 
retain a confiderable proportion of your troops iu 
pay , that , whether the truce be pbferved or vio- 
lated , you may tft alvi^ays found in ^ proper pof- 
jture of defence. 

"But at leaft the oije half of your army may 
be diibanded. Tour trade will , in the meaa 
time , be carried on with much greater advantage 
than hitherto , aqd all thofe loffes by fea and by 
land avoided , which ydu have fo often reprefen^- ^ 
ed to the kin^^ , ouf mafters, as the caufe why 
you were unable, of yourfetves, to defray the 
neceflary expenfes of the war* % 

"But your eneniies, it is alledged by the op- 
ppfers of the truce , will have acccfs during the? 
pontinuance of it , to carry on their intrigues 
among the people j to fow diflenfions among the 
towns and* provinces, aad to perluade fome of 
them perhaps to abandon the confederacy ; while 
the people t|iemfeJves, delivered frqm the appre- 
henfions of immediate danger, will refufe to pay 
the taxes which the ftates ihall find it neceflary 
to impofe. 

"With t-egard to thefe objedions, as we do 
not pretend to any certain forefight of futurity , 
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BOOK wc will not affirm that they are entirely dellltute 
III. of foundation. There is no (late of human (o« 
»««^ ciety that is not fubjeit to inconveniencics and 
dangers; and there are dangers attending peace 
^s well as war : but the dangers mentioned are 
fuch as, with prudent precautions, it is in your 
power to avoid. The objedlions founded on the 
apprehenfions of them are equally applicable to a 
peace ^ as to a truce; and if they are fiufficicnt to 
deter you from liftening toour propofal of a truce, 
they ought to determine you to perfift in the pro- 
fecution of the war, till you have accomplifhed 
the utter ruin of your enemy. But you are too 
wife to propofe to yourfelves an objcdl inadequate 
to your ftrength. And, therefore, unlefs you 
chufe to live in perpetual war, which muft much 
fooncr prove the juin of your republic than of 
the Spanifli monarchy, you muft, fooner or later, 
agree to bring the war to a .conclufion, cither 
by a peace, or Ay a truce. A peace on the terms 
which you require, is at prefent unattainable; 
and even although it were in your power to 
procure it, yet, in the opinion of many oF your 
friends, a truce is more defirabJe. For it is a 
fort of medium between peace and war, and it 
might prove dangerous for you , before your po« 
litical inftitutionshavc acquired that ftability which 
time alone can beftow , to pafs at once from the 
one extreme to the other. It might occafton too 
great a relaxation of the vigor which you have 
been fo long accuftomed to exert, and expofe you 
an eafy prey tc\ the refentment of your enemy* 
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** But during the eotitinuaoce of the ttude, BOOK 
you will look forward to thq expiration of it, lU- 
By keeping your fortifications in repair, and your *^°'* 
troops under proper difciplinCj joined to a pru- 
dent adminiftracion of your finances, you will 
.provide for that event; and thus, Svhen the Spa- 
niards fhall perceive that you are well prepared 
for jf'our defence, they will more eafily agree to 
thofe equitable terms of peace , which at this time 
their pride and their fenfe of Ihame have determined 
them to rejedl.^ 

"The example of the Swifs cantons, whofe 
fortune fb nearly referables yours, ought to en* 
gage you to liften to the counfel which we offer. 
Like you , they had thrqwn off the yoke of their 
oppreffors, and their arms had generally been at- 
tended with fuccefs; yet they agreed ^o a truce, 
when ptQpofed to them ^ on much Ids advantage- 
ous terms than thofe which you are exhorted to 
accept ; and , during the leifure which it afforded 
them^ they put their civil government and their 
military eftablifhments onfo refpedable a footing, 
as effectually determined their ancient tnafters to 
lay afide the thoughts of a farther profecution of 
the war. From the fame condudl it is likely that 
you will derive the fame advantages. The king 
of Spain will more eafily confent on equitable 
terms, to a truce than to a perpetual peace, be-» 
caufe he may think that his dignity will fuffer lefs 
from making temporary than perpetual concef* 
fions: but many circumftances ^ it may be pre9> 
fumed , yrill concur tp d€ter him from .a ren€>Yal 
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BOOK of boftilities. His animofity and refenttnent will 
liK be abated ; his ancient fovereignty over you vr'iU 
»«>«• be, in fonie meafure, obfolete and forgotten: 
baying tafted the fweets of tranquillity , he will 
defire to preferve it undiAurbed: he will have 
experienced that it is the intereft of his {ubje&^ 
Sit home , and ftill more of thofe in the Indies and 
America^, to live at peace with you. And , as it 
will be impoffible , unlefe you be greatly want- 
ing to yourfelves , but that, fome years hence, 
you muft be poQefTed of greater refources than at 
prefent , he muft perceive the danger of engaging 
in war with yoo, after your power is eRabliiherf 
and confirmed ; when he considers , that in the 
very infancy of your ftate^ his moft vigorous eflbrts^ 
to reduce you to obedience were of no avail. 

^*What has been faid will be fuffifcfent, itfs 
hoped, to evince that the objedions againft the 
truce, which have been urged by its oppofers^ 
ought not to deter you from agreeing to it, in cafe 
thQ confent of the king of Spain can be procured 
to the terms propOfed. Thefe objeaions indeed arc 
urged by fome of the moft i*efpedable members 
of the ftate , whofe zeal for the profpirity of Ac 
republic is unqiieftionable. But the wifeft men 
are fubjed to error. It may be true , that fome 
inconveniencies may arife from the truce , but iC 
&ould feem that much greater are to be dreaded 
from a continuance of the war. And, itisafirft 
principle of prudence, of two evils td fll^ 
choiee of the leaik 
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" Befofe we conclude this memorial, it is ne- id 6 m 
ceffary to remind you of two things, which cle- iil. 
ferve your attention. Firft, that it is not only "^^^ 
thf counfel; but the cai^heft rcqtieft of thofe prin- 
ces, to whom you have been chiefly indebted for 
a'ffiftance, that you fhould adopt the meafure we 
have recommended : and , fecondly , that fo fa- 
Torable a concurrence of circumftatices as the 
prefent, foi^ obtaining equitable terms of accom- 
tnodatiori , may never again occur. The arch- 
dukes are princes on whofe fidelity you can with 
fafety tely fo>r the punctual performance of theit 
engagements: they are fond^ of peace; ait their 
earneft enfriaty , £he king' of Spain hath already 
tnacfe , anrf is ftill likely to make more ample 
conceflfions than could otherVirife have juf^ly beeti 
cxpedlerf; and iti condtrdling the* treaty prbpofed, 
^ou will haVe all the a'ffiftance that can be given: 
you by two powerful monarchs, who confider 
your intereft as their own "." 

This memorial did not imriiediately produce 
the defired effedl upon all the deputies. Several 
of the towns in Holland, and the whole province 
of Zealand, with prince Maurice at their head, 
ftill remained as a verfe to the tifuce as ever ; and 
Maurice ftill continued to employ his influence to 
confirm them in theit refolution of oppofing it. 
By his tmiflaifies , and his letters , he attempted 

• * 

^ Negociations de Jeannin , torn. iii. p. 9. E(crir fiut 
p!ir Monfieur Jeannin, au nom dc tons les ambafladeurs, 
joar trcizieoie. Odobre,' & nis it ou^os de Hd&ouic 
Les Eftati. * 
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• O K to gain over the other towns and provinces to bis 
lif. opinion. He fometimes talked as if both the 
i«ot. French and BritiQi monarchs were purfuing their 
private intercft , at the expenfe of the republic. 
He infinuated that, unlefs they fhould drop tlie 
propofal of a truce, and immediately agree to af- 
fift the dates more liberally than hitherto ia pro- 
fecuting the war , the more diftant parts of the 
provinces ought to be abandoned , and the tetti- 
tories of the republic contradled within fuch nar- 
row limits, as might be defended by the forces 
which the Dutch themfelves/ without foreign af« 
fiftance ; were able to fupport. He alledged, that 
no matter of fo grea*t importance as was at prefeot 
under deliberation , could be adopted without the 
unanimous confent of all the towns and provinces: 
and threatened , that the province of Zealand , if 
forfaken by the other provinces, would alone 
maintain the war againll the Spaniards , tiii more 
ample conceflions were obtained *^ 

The French monarch could not avoid feeling 
fome refentment at his condud, which he confi- 
dered as equally violent and injurious. But Hen- 
ry's candor would not fuffer him to diveft bim- 
felf of that efieem which he had long entertain- 
cd for the prince's charader ; nor to believe the 
fuggeftions of his enemies , that he was aduatcd 
by fome finifter defign. He ftill wrote to him as 
to a friend whom he highly refpeded , fparing no 
pains, aild employing every argument to engage 
him to adopt his Views. 

Henry's 
^ Jcsmnia, torn, lit * ' 
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Henry '^ endeavours were well feconded by BOOK 
Jeannin , who adled with the moft confummate iir. 
prudence, and carefully avoided giving any per- '^*' 
fonal offence to prince Maurice, while he exerted 
hinifelf with great adlivity in couoterading his de- 
figns. By the eloquence and addrefs of Barnevelt, 
joined to the influence which he derived from his 
great experience, and the high opinion which was 
juftly entertained of his public fpirit and integrity^ 
Amftefdam and all the other towns in Holland 
were reconciled to the truce, on the terras pro- 
pofed ; and not long after , prince Maurice and 
the province of Zealand, with whom Jeannin and 
the Engliih ambafladors, aflifted by deputies fent 
thither by the other provinces, affiduoufiy employed 
all their influence , were perfuaded to relinquilh 
their oppofition. 
The archdukes were employinc: in the mean Ret^^ance of 

I kilin tn ar 

time their intereft at Madrid to obtain the confent knoMrkd^e 
of Philip; who, from the beginning, had difco- ^^^ indepen. 
vered no lefs reludlance to Jeannin's ^ropofal than unit«/su.* 
prince Maurice or the province of Zealand. Far tw. 
from being averfc to a truce , this prince was 
exceedingly defirous that it fhould take place, 
provided it could be concluded on the ordinary 
condition of both parties retaining what was at ' 
prefent in their poffeflGon. But to acknowledge the 
independence of his rebellious fubjedls , and for- 
mally to grant them his permiflion to carry oa 
their trade in India, were conditions with which 
he himfelf and many of his fubjecfts thought it 
ignominious to comply. 

Vol. L ' X 
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The archdukes endeavoured to convince bim, 
that in making tbefie conceflions, tbey would do 
nothing more than bad been already done io coD- 
feoting to the fufpenGoa of arms, aod that no 
more important confequences could arife from ft. 
Tbey engaged to have the article relative to tbe 
Indian trade exprcffed in fuch a manner, that it 
fbould not materially affcd the interell or the trade 
of Spain. 

They reprefented, that the declaration (o camedly 
required by the United States, could not do any 
prejudice to the king's right of fovereignty, that 
it could not remain in force but while the truce 
fubfifled , and that the Hollanders would Bnd it 
of no avail, after the renewal of hoftilities. if bis 
najefty's arms were crowned with vidory. They 
added that this was tbe opinion of tbe ambaffadors 
of the mediating powers , and Itkewife of many 
members of the ftates of the revolted provinces , 
who oppofed tbe truce on account pf the infigni- 
ficancy of the claufe which contained the dec/ara- 
tion of their liberty. 

Thefc conGderations, urged 
citors, had great weight witl 
have yielded bis confent , 
conceliion could havebeeii < 
the Catholic inhabitants of i 
And be had fome ground, he thought, to enter- 
tain tbe hope of being able , in fome meafare , to 
accomplifh this objed , in which he was more 
deeply intercfted than in any other, when he con- 
sidered that the prince vrho w^ the chief mediator 
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in the prefent ncgociatian, was himfelf a Catholic, i o o K 
But the archdukes having informed him , that iii. ? 
Jeannin, whofe zeal for the Fopifh faith was uq- '^^^' 
queftionable^ had declared that it would be in vain ftr^pies 4)f 
to attempt to introduce any propofal concernin^g Philip, 
religion among the preliminary articles , Philip 
doubted whether he could enter with a goOd con^ 
fcience into any treaty with fuch determined herel« 
tics ; and therefore hefitated , for fome time , whe<i 
tber he (hould not utterly rejedthe truce , whatever 
confequences might follow. Ifp 

Iti order to difpel his fcruples^ the atchdukti 
fent to Madrid his confeiTor , Ignatio Brizuela , a 
Spaniard of noble birth , eminently diftingpilhed 
for his piety and virtue , and of great experience 
in the affairs of the Netherlands. 

Brizuela knew well how to make iiiipreffidrt 
on the timid , fuperflitious mind of Philip ; add 
judicioufly employed religion itfelf as a motive ^ 
which fliould induce him to comply with the 
archdukes requeft. If in the courfe of the treaty , 
£aid he^ any indulgence can be procured for the 
Catholic inhabitants, the French ambaffador will 
exert his mofi; ftrenuous endeavours iri their behalf; 
but it is ncceflary, he added, even for the intereft 
of religion , that the truce IhoUld be concluded « 
left J confidering the difficulties under which the 
archdukes muft labor in refuming the war, in- 
ftcad of re • eftablilhing the Catholic faith in the 
rebellious provinces, it (hall be expofed to danger 
in thofe which have been brought back to theif 
allegiance. 
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f O p K commifljoners to meet with them at Antvrerp« 
111. This propofal was readily complied with , and 
•<09. both parties arrived ia that place in the beginning 
of February 1609. 

The ambafTadors had brought with them a copy 
of the articles of the truce » of which they had 
obtained the approbation of the dates; and they 
had engaged, that unlefs the archdukes comtmt- 
fioners fbould adopt it without any material altera- 
tion , within eight days after their arrival iii 
Antwerp, they (hould break off the conferences, 
and decline all further negociation oa the fubjedt 
Both the archdukes and Spaniards, they knevr^ 
^vere at prefeot utterly unprepared for the renewal 
pf the war, and nothing, they believed, would 
contribute fo much to quicken their refolutions, 
as the dread of its being inftantly renewed. 

But when the refolution of the ftates was 
communicated to the Spanilh or archdukes com- 
niflioners, they complained that their mailers were 
rather ufed unhandfomely , and reprefented that 
the time allowed was too fliort for the difpa tct 
of Jbufinefs of fo great importance. The amfaaflk- 
dor$ were feitfiblc of the truth of what they faid , 
and obtained the confent of the ftates, to prolong 
the time; after which both parties began ferioufly 
to apply themfelves to the difcuflion of the feveral 
articles ©f the treaty. 

Againft the fundamental article,' which regarded 
the liberty and independence of the revolted pro- 
vinces , the cop^i Hi oners offered no objedion, 
except to the title affuracd in it by the ftates. 
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of High and Mighty Lords , which they fo ob- b O OK 
ftinately oppofed , that inftead of the terms high m. 
and mighty , the ambafTadors were obliged to **^>^ 
fubftitute the word illuftrious. An article relating 
td contributions , amounting yearly to 300^000 ' 
crowns , which had been paid to the Dutch » 
by the inhabitants of the open country in Bra- 
bant, in order to procure an exemption from 
being plundered , was the occafion of much alter- 
cation. The Rates very unreafonably required that 
thefe contributions fhouJd be continued during 
the truce. But the mediators, having reprefented 
to them the injuftice of this requeft, and that 
the levying of contributions was equivalent to a 
continuance of hoftilities^ they at length con- 
fented that the article fhould be expunged , and 
in return for this conceflion, the archdukes agreed 
to yield to them fome extenfive diftridls adjoin- 
ing to Bergcn-op-Zoom, Breda, and other places, 
in the polfeflion of the dates , upon condition 
that fuch of the inhabitants of thefe diftrids as 
were Catholics fhould be indulged in the free 
exercife of their religion, 

A propofal was made for a mutual exchange 
of towns, which the contending parties had lately 
conquered from each other ; but as the conquefts 
of the Dutch had been much more important than 
thofe of the archdukes , no expedient could be 
devifed, to which the former thought it thw 
intereft to agree : »nd for this reafon , it was at 
length determined that both parties fhould re- 
tain the towns at prefent in their poffcH^n. The 

X 4 
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BOOK Dutch were equally averfc to another propofal, 
111. vrhich was urged with much carneftnefi by the 
>•©•• Spanifh commiffioners, that all thofe dutic5 /hould 
be aboli(bed , which were exaAed in Zealand 
from (hips entering the Scheld , in their way to 
Antwerp. They gave fome ground however to 
cxpedl that this matter might afterwards be amica- 
bly adjuftcd : and the arcbclukes were the moic 
cafily perfuadcd to drop their reqneft , as they 
hoped to be able in the time of peace to improve 
their pofts on the coaft of Flanders , and thereby 
to rival the Putch in fhofe branches of commerce 
which fhey had engroffed during the fubfiftencc 
of the war. 
Coiitf ft* about But of all the articles of the prefent treaty, the 
u^e."****" moft difficult to be adjufted to the mutual fatis- . 
fadion of the parties, was that which regarded 
the Indian trade. The archdukes were aware that 
unlefs the Dutch were gratified in this point, no 
accommodation whatever could take place; nor 
were they or their fubjedts perfonaUy interefted 
in refufing to comply with their requeft. But 
being well acquainted with the obftinate and ab- 
furd reludance of the Spaniards againft making 
any conceffion on this fubjed, they ftill fufpefted, 
notwithftanding their fanguine hopes of the fuc- 
cefs of Brizuela's application, that the king would 
never confent to ratify the truce, if this conceffion 
vrere explicitly expreffed. They were, for this 
reafon, extremely folicitous to perfuade the French 
and Englifli ambaffadors to agree to fuch an in- 
dited form of expreffion , as nqight not alarm the 
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pride or prejudice of the Spaniards., while it would BOOS 
admit of being interpreted in favor of the Dutch. lU. 
The ambaffadors were not averfe to this expedient; '^^^ 
and they afterwards prevailed upon the ftates to 
confent to it, by giving them a declaration in 
>vriting, that notwithftanding the generality and 
obfcurity of the terms in which the article was 
couched , they underftood it as containing a full 
perraiffion to the Dutch to carry on their trade in 
every part of India , that was not under the do- 
minion of the crown of Spain ; and by engaging 
likewife in the name of the kings whom they re- 
prefented , to guarantee this article relative to the 
Indian trade, as well as all the other articles of 
the prefent treaty *'. 

Such were the principal points difcuffed between 
the archdukes coramiflioners , and the French and 
Englifh ambaffadors, fh the conferences that were 
held at Antwerp. Soon after the confeffor arrived 
at Bruffels with Philip's ratification of the prelimi- 
nary articles; ^and nothing now remained , but to 
fettle fome matters of fmaller confequence, and 
to give the treaty its juft form, in order? to its 

being figned by the contending powers 

In confequence of permiffion from the arch- 
dukes, the Dutch commiflioners formerly menti- 
oned, who had hitherto remained at the Hague, 
repaired to Antwerp : and that no folemnity might 
be^ wanting to a deed of fo great importance, an 
extraordinary affembly of deputies from all the 



j» 
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HOOK provinces and towns of the union , was fummoned 
III. to meet at Bergen op-Zoom, where they might be 
i#ef. at hand to ratify the fcveral articles of the treaty, 
as foon as they fliould be digefted by the commif- 
fioners into proper form. As the confederates had 
not for many years been engaged in any matter 
in which they were fo deeply iaterefted , there 
were more than eight hundred deputies prefentia 
this afTembly. 

The commiflioners , together with the French 
. and Englifh ambaOadors , had meetings every day 
in the Hotel de Ville of Antwerp ; and there was 
ftili confiderable diverfity of fentiments among 
theo^ with regard to certain articles of the treaty, 
and particularly with refpedt to the time during 
which the truce fhould fubfift. It was at length 
agreed , that it fliould be concluded for twelve 
years from the prefent ptrlM ; and as foon as this 
and the other points in difpute were kttled, 
and the treaty drawn up in the ufual form, it was 
tranfmitted to Bruflels $md Bergen -op -Zoom, to 
receive the fandion of the archdukes and of the ftates; 
and was finally concluded on the 9th of April 1604;. 
Treaty for It confifted of eight- and • thirty artjcles , the 
MMiVded. ^^^ important of which were thofe which have 
been already mentioned. The reft had been pre- 
pared by Barnevelt , and were equally calculated 
to promote the fecurity and intereft of individuals 
and of the ftate '*. No individuals had merited 

Among other articles it was ftipulated that, daiiog the 
continuance of the truce , all hoftilities fhould ceafe by fcai, 
rivers, and land, between thefubjeifte, inhabitants, and 
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fo highly from the republic as thofe of the family BX) K 
of Naflau ; and all parties readily concurred in 11 it 



perfons refident in the territories of the king of Spain and the 
archdukes, on the one hand , and the United States , on the 
other y without aay exception of places or perfons whatever. 

,Th^t either party fhould retain fafe and entire pofleflion of 
whatever provinces, cities, places, lands and principalities 
it then enjoyed ; and that the fame conditions fhould be 
obferved with regard to diftrids , villages , and lands and 
territories thereon depending. 

That the fubjeds , and perfons refiding in the dominions 
of Spain and the archdukes , of the one part , and of the 
United States , of the other , fhould mutually cultivate good^ 
will and friendfhip. 

That all reproach, refentment, and revenge on account 
of paft hoftilities and injuries fhould ceafe ; and that there 
fhould be a free and equal trade between the fubjedts of the 
contracting parties by rivers, feas, and land. 

That it fhould not be lawful to flop or lay hands on mer- 
chants, proprietors of fhips , fhipmafters , or their crews, or 
the fhips , or merchandize , or goods of any kind , on any 
pretence : but that juftice fhould have its ufual courfe for the 
recovery of debts, and in criminal profccutions. 

If any judgments or fentences had been pafTed: agairift the 
^adherents of either party, on the footing of contumacy, and 
that fuch perfons had been condemned without being de- 
fended , either in civil or criminal caufes , fuch judgments 
or fentences were not to be carried into execution during the 
truce , either againfl the perfons or goods of individuals fo 
condcmhcd* 

Such perfons, or their heirs and executors, as had fullered 
the lofs of their property through the rage of party , or the 
violence of war ; by the rapine and injuflice of individuals, 
and without the. aurhority of the magiflrates , and the coun. 
renance and protedion of the laws ; fuch perfons were to be 
reinflated , in virtue of the prefent treaty , in the fiill pofTeflioh 
and enjoyment of their efFeAs and eflates^ even although 
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B O O^ giving them proof on this occafion of their refped 
IIL and gratitude. By one article of the truce it was 



ItfO*. 



thty flionld haye adually pafled into the condition, and aA 
fomed the appearance and nature of goods confifcated : whe- 
ther diey might have been depofited as pledges , given away 
as donations , or alienated and transferred by any fpecies of 
bargain , tranbdion , or renunciation. 

If the goods or eftates ihall have palTed out of the exche- 
quer , and been difpofed of to Private pofleflbrs , then it was 
ftipulated , that intereft Ihould be paid to the right owners of 
the goods , or eftates, at the rate of ti percent, per annum. 
And if this payment fhonld be delayed , it was agreed , that 
the proprietors fhould be paid out of the ftock or capitaL But 
if the difpofal or transference of fuch goods and eftates , by 
the exchequer , had been accompanied with fuch folemoities 
as conftitote legal deeds ,, and the names of the right owners 
been erafed and fuperfeded , by fuch legal formalities as con* 
ftitute legal rights and claims, yet even in that cafe, it was 
provided , that their eftates, rights , and properties fhould be 
reftored to the right owners , they refunding to any perfons 
that might be at that time in pofTefTion , the bona Bde price 
(where any had been given) which fuch perfons might have paid 
on purchafing any of the faid lands or properties Gnce the 
confifcation , within the fpace of a year from the date of the 
prefent treaty. 

That no length of time , not even the whole fpace &oni 
the very beginning of the commotions in 1967 , fhould be' 
confidered as having conferred a prefcriptive right to property. 

Perfons who , during die courfe of the prefent war , had 
retired into the dominions of neutral powers , wete to be 
comprehended , and have the full benefit and advantage of 
the treaty : they were to return , if they were fo inclined , to 
the places of their former abodes , or to fettle in whatever 
place they ihould chufe , provided always , that they fhould 
comply with eftablilhed manners , laws , and cufloms. 

It was declared, in general terms, that all confifcatfons , 
and difinherifbns, and transferences of property that hadori- 
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provided that none of the defcendants of William, BOOK 
the firft prince of Orange, fhould be liable for the HI. 
debts which that prince had contradled from the *^°'* 
year 1567 till his death. And by another, that 
fuch of his eftates , within the territory of the 
archdukes , as had been confifcated , fliould be 
reftored , and his heirs permitted to enjoy them 
unmolcfted during the continuance of the truce ". 
The archdukes engaged that thefe and all the 
other articles fhould , within the fpacc of three 
months , be ratified by the king of Spain ; and 
the king's deed of ratification was accordingly 
delivered to the dates a few days before the ex- 
piration of that term, to transfer to his brother 
and his children the feveral high employments 
which he held at whatever period he fhould think 
fit. Thefe rcfolutions of the ftates feem to have 
originated from the French monarch , and were 

ginated in the violence of civil war , and the bitternefs of 
party • zeal , fhould be broken , cancelled , and to all intents 

and purpofes , null and void. 

• 

" Befides thefe proofs of attachment to the family of the 
prince of Orange, the ftates had; fome time before the con- 
cluiion of the truce , refolved that prince Maurice's appoint* 
ments , as admiral and captain general , fhould not fufFer any 
diminution from the redudion of the forces. They even gave 
him an additional revenue , as a compenfation for his fhare of 
the prizes and contributions ; and they likewife augmented 
the appointments of prince Henry Frederic , and count WiU 
ham I<ewis of Naflau. Such was the concluQon of that nego- 
ciacion , which , for more than two years , had employed the 
attention , not only of the contrading parties , but likewife 
of moft of the other princes and ftates in Europe. 
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1 O O K formed at the inftance of Barnevelt , vfhom Jean- 
111. nia bad engaged to enter into his maScrs 
liof. views. No perfon queftioned that priace Mau- 
rice's family were well entitled to every mark of 
favor which the ftates could beftow; it was ra* 
tber unfortunate however for the prince's charac- 
ter ^hat , after fo violent an oppofition to the 
truce , his acquiefcence in it was fo quickly (ol- 
lowed by pecuniary rewards. But although his 
enemies were difpbfed tOMnfinuate that thefe re- 
wards were rather to be confidered as the price 
of his filence , than as rewards for his former 
fervices , there is nothing to juftify thefe infmu- 
ations in the numerous letters exuat in Jeannins 
negociationi , either of the king or the minifters 
of France. 

The Dutch were henceforward confiderecl as 
a free and independent people. Having gained 
immortal honor by the magnanimity which they 
had difplayed during the continuance of the war» 
they were now confidered as having obtained the 
reward which their virtue merited , and were eve- 
ry where refpeded and admired. Their minifters 
at foreign courts were now received with the 
fame diftindion as thofe of other fovereign potr- 
ers ; and their alliance was courted by nations 
who had formerly regarded them as rebels , that 
mtft fpecdily fubmit to the yoke which they had 
ihaken off. 

On the other hand , the reputation of the Spt. 
niih nation received a mortal wound; and their 
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power ceafed to be regarded with the fame dread BOOK 
as formerly. They had been foiled by a handful ill. 
of their own fubjeds » and would not , it was fup- *^<'»- 
pofcd , any longer pretend to give law to other 
nations. The high fpirited nobility , and the 
people in general , were fccretly mortified by the 
conceffions which the Dutch had been able to 
^xtort ; and were ready to afcribe the humiliation 
which the nation had fuffered^ not fo much to 
any infurmountable difficulty in the conteft ia 
which it had been fo long engaged, as to mifcoi> 
dudt and want of vigor on the part of govern* 
ment. 
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BOOK IV. 

J. HE Spanifl) nation was now at peace with 
all the world, except the piratic ftatcs of Barbai^^; 
and it might juftly have been expeded that the 
king and his roinifters would have inftancly ap- 
plied themfelves to the healing of thofe wounds 
which the monarchy bad received during the 
continuance of the war. But their incapacity for 
government , joined to their bigoted zeal for the 
Catholic fuperftition , prevented them from avail- 
ing themfelves of the tranquillity which they 
enjoyed , and determined them to engage in a 
new enterprife, which, although their endeavours 
were attended with greater fuccef:^ » than had ac- 
companied their attempt to fubdue the United 
Provinces , proved no lels pernicious to the nati- 
onal profperity. The Spanifli arms had been un« 
fuccefsfully employed againft foreign nations, for 
more than half a century ; and ail ranks of men had 
felt the necefldty of putting a period'to the war ; yet 

no 
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no fooner was peace eftablilhed/, than it was re- BOOK 
folved to expel from the bofom of the kingdom iv. 
feveral hundred thoufands of its moft induftrious ^^^^* 
inhabitants. 

The Morefcoes had lived in Spain for more Accomitof 
than eight hundred years; and ftill, after fo long **** ^"^* 
a period,. remained a feparate people, diftinguifh- 
ed from the Spaniards by their language , their 
religion, their charader, and their manners. 

1 he prefent race were the defcendants of thofe 
fanatic warriors , who , iffuing forth from the de- 
farts of Arabia , aduated with the wild ambitiott 
of compelling mankind to embrace the Mahomet- 
an fuperftition , had , with the moft aftonifliing 
rapidity , reduced under fubjedion to their ca- 
liphs Perfia, Syria, Paleftine, and Egypt, and had 
afterwards extended their conquefts as far as the 
Straits of Gibraltar along the coaft of Africa* 
From Africa they tranfported art army into Spain, 
where in lefs than two yeafi they expelled the 
Chriftian inhabitants from all fhe open and more 
fertile parts of the kingdom, and obliged them to 
take Ihelter in the mountainous regions of AC. 
turia , and the other northern provinces. 

Spain had , about three centuries^ before , bcea 
conquered by the Goths , who had not only emj* 
braced the religion, but had likewife^ as far as 
could be expeded from ignorant Barbarians , 
adopted the language of the former inhabitants, 
and the diftindion between the conquerors and 
the conquered had long been loft. Their language 
was that corrupt dialed of the Roman tongue. 
Vol. L Y 
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'BOOK w>t^ *■ mixture of the Gothic , which is dill thd 
IV. language of Caftile ; and their religion was iVitf 
ito^ Cbriftian mingled with the ftiperllitiohs of the 
church of Rome. They held the religion of 
their invaders in great abhorrence i and being at 
the fame time zedloufly attached to their own« 
great numbers of tbem chofe, rather than be 
guilty of apoflacy , to abandon the fcr£ile provin- 
ces which they had fo long inhabited , and to fly, 
Vrith their wives and children , to tbofe uncultiva- 
ted parts of the kingdom, where, amidft caves and 
rocks , they might maintain their religion and 
their liberty. 

The Moors, in the mean time, cliabliOied their 
dominion in Portugal , id the greater part of 
Caftile, Murcia, Andalufia, Valencia, aod Grv 
nada. Their kings made choice of Cordova for 
their place of rcfidencc} and, as numerous fup^ 
pliis of people every year arrived from Africa* 
they loon attained^fuch a degree of Arength as 
convinced the Cht'ftians , tha to tt* 

cover tfaeir poQefGons could p 

A predatory war however iirithia 

half a century after the conqui !brift(- 

ans, excited atid conduced by ! other 

defccndants of their ancient kmgs , gave many 
fignal proofs of heroic bravery; but their fuccefs 
did not fully correfpond to their exerbons, till 
a confiderable time afterwards , wheo various 
caufes concurred to render the contcft lels unequal, 
miteln. r^ht Moors, naturally prone to eafe and plca- 
ittie , bad loft much of that warlike fpirit , which 
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they had derived from the fanguinary getiius of fi o o 1^ 
their religion. Their kings were weak men, dif* IV. 
folved in luxury , had been from the beginning **®^' 
extremely ill obeyed by' their viceroys , and a£ 
length thefe viceroys , on whom their kings , 
agreeably to the oriental manners of government, 
devolved too great a fhare of their authority, fhook 
off their allegiance , affumed the titles of kings 
themfelves, and ereded their* governments intd 
Jeparate independent ftates. They were ofteil 
enga^W in war againft each other , or the king 
o&Cordova, from whom they had revolted. Theit 
ftrength was thereby much impaired ; and they 
could fcldom adl in concert againft their commoa 
enemy« 

It was lotig before the Ghriftians could tightly 
improve the opportunities^which were thus afford^ 
cd them* For they too were divided into feveral * 

unconUeded fovereignties ; and, for many years 9 
through mifunderftandings , joined to the diftance 
' at which they lay from one another, they found 
it no lefs difficult to ad in concert than the Moors. 
But, at length, feveral of thefe little fovereignties 
being united under one head ' ^ the war was 
carried on with greater vigor than ever on the 
part of the Ghriftians. The Mahometans were, 
in numberlefs rencounters , overpowered. They 
were expelled from many parts of the open coun* 
try , of which they had long held poffeffiod , and ' 
had much reafon to apprehend that, if^they did 
Dot corred the errors in their government , or 

^ Under SanchO) «a« tojf. Mariana, lib. fiii< 
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1 O o K condudl, which bad occafioned their tnisfortunts, 
IV. they rauft ere long fink under the growing power 
**>•• and fuperior bravery of the enemy. 

Their downfat was long retarded by the folly 
of the Cbriftians, who, on numberleCs occafioos, 
fuifered equally with the Moors, from the want 
6f concord. Far from taking warning from the 
misfortunes of the Moors, they were almoft con- 
tinually at war wiUi each other, and often feemed 
to be no lefs intent on one another's deftrudion , 
than on that of their common enemy. I##ften 
happened that, by the conquefts which they cbtayi-^ 
ed over each other , (lates of a confiderable roagni« 
tude were formed , the fovereigns of which , if they 
had adled wifely, muft have proved an overmatch 
for the Moors. But thefe ftates were no fooner 
formed than they were ^gain diflblved , through 
the pernicious pradice adopted by the kings, o£ 
dividing their dominions among their children^ 
This practice , of which there are many inftances 
in the hiftory of Spain, was, at different periods ^ 
a copious fource of animofity and difcord. It prov-^ 
ed equally pernici ous to the people , and to the 
families of the kings » and long rendered it irapof- 
fible for them to make any confiderable effort 
againft the infidels. 

Their exertions, however, were generally much 
more vigorous and fuccefsful than thofe of theW 
opponents; and before the end of the thirteenth 
century, they had acquired the kingdoms of Caftile, 
Navarre, Arragon, Murcia, and Valencia. Their 
intelline divifions fUll arofe , at tiines » to the 
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fame height as formerly; and the Chriftian, as BOOK 
%vell as the Mahometan parts of Spain, exhibited, JY, 
aJmoft every year, fome new fcenes of bloodfhed ^^^^ 
and devaflation; till towards the end of the fit 
teenth century , when, by the marriage of Ferdi- 
nand with Ifabella, the crown of Caftile was uni- "^ 
ted tp that of Arragon : an event which , while it 
in a great meafure fecured internal tranquillity to 
the Cbriftians , gave them a decided fuperiority 
over their ancient enemies. 

At this period, the only Moorlfli kingdom which 
remained unconquered was that of Granada, which 
contained a great extent of fertile country, and 
feveral of the ftrongeft towns in Spain. From 
the ficuation of fome of the chief of thefe towns 
on the fea-coaftt ^he Moors could eafily receive 
afliftance from their friends in Africa; and Ferdi- 
nand was, on this account, the more folicitous to 
deprive them of fo important a poffeflion. 

This artful prince was feldom at a lofs to find 
pretexts to color his ambitious enterprifes ; and 
the prefent jundlure was the moft favorable to his 
defign which could juftly be expeded. There 
were two competitors, at this time, for the crown 
of Granada, Albohardill , and his nephew Boab- 
dilla; apd the whole kingdom was torn in pieces 
by the contending parties , who often fatiated 
their vengeance in each other*s bipod. 

Ferdinand could not fuffer fo favorable sui 
opportunity to efcape : he firft entered into an 
alliance with the nephew againft the unple, under 
the cover of which he made war upon the latter, 

Y 3 
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BOOK and expelled him from h'\» territories; and fooa 
IV. grierwards , lie turned his nrms againft his ally, 
'•"•• iDdde hlmfelf maftpr of ihe city of Granada ', 
and all his other fortitied places; and, although 
be ftill affc^ed to treat him with refped, he foon 
rendered it ncceffary for him to abandon bis 
dominioni. and retirp to Africa. 

In the profecutioii of the war , Ferdinand gave 
proof of ^reat abilities , as well as of the mod 
confummate artifice. Notwithllanding which it 
was protraifled to the unufual length of ten years; 
and , from the difficulty which he encountered in 
his operations againfl a people fo much weakened 
by inteftine divifions, it is probable that be would 
pot have been able to complete their fubjeiftion, 
if their whole force united had been employed in 
repelling his attacks. Their kings had, in a great 
meafure , lofl their affedion nd isit 

condudl; and, for this real not fo 

relutflanc, as they would been* 

jgainft transferring their all ley re» 

quired, and Ferdinand juc )t , to 

grant them fuch conditions i would 

put them nearly pn th^ fame s other 

futjjeas. 

Of thcfc conditlpns.it was one that they flioMld 
be pertnjtted the free exercife of their religion; 
and for the firft feven years after the conqucft, 
no violence was offered them on that account- 
Ferdinand expecfled , that after the abolition of 
their governinent, they mrgbt cafily be converted 
An 1492. 
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to the Chriftian faith. But , finding that the in* BOOK 
ftrudions of the eccjefiaftics on this head were not iv. 
attended with the defired effcd, he rcfolvcd, not- *^^ 
'withftanding his engagement confirmed by an oath, 
rather to employ compulfiqn , than any longer to 
indulge fo great a proportion of hi$ fpbjeds \n 
the exercife of a falfc religion. 

He made choice of the celebrated Ximenes, 
achbiffaop of Toledo , to carry his defign into ex- 
ecution ; and , for this purpofe , ordered him to 
repair to Granada, with full power to employ 
whatever meafures he Ihofild judge to be mp(l cx» 
pedient. Ximenes began with carefling^, and 
making prefents to fome of the leading men 
among the Morefcoes, and thus perfuaded fome 
pf them to fubmit to be baptized. But, making ' 
iittle progrefs in thi$ way, and his natural inrpaci- 
cnce and feverity quickly prompting him to have 
recourfc to pther methods , more agreeable to his 
difpoBtion , he threw all fuch of their leaders as r^^tf^wtt^ 
lefufed tp comply with his requeft , into prifoi^s «p«» P^'f** • 
and dungeons, where they were tres^tcd as if they the'spaL^ * 
had beep guilty of the moft atrocious crimes. wdi. 

The people, highly incenfed againfl him, 01^ 
account of this violent procedure, took up arms, 
and having furrounded his palace, demanded that 
their leaders might be releafed. But having nq 
pcrfon among them inve^ed with authority to 
condud their operations, they were quickly dif- 
perfed by the cpunt de Tendilla, the governor of. 
the citadel : immediately after ^hich Ferdinand , 
by the advice of Ximenes, fen t judges to Granada t 

Y4 



33g HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

1 O o K and by thcfe judges the people were found guilty 
. IV. of rebellion againd bis government It was declac- 
J^P9v cd by thcfe judges that the whole IVlorefcoes ia 
Granada, though only a fmall part of them had 
been concerned in the ipfurredion, were yet, oa 
that account, liable to be capitally puniOied; and 
the king was well prepared with his arnay to carry 
the feocencc into execution. But having offered 
(heni'a pardon, on condition of their embracing 
the Chrii^ian religion ; upwards of fifty thoufand 
of thena, all citizens of the towc^ pf Gtr^ixada^ 
fubaiitted to be baptized. 

The inhabitants of the country w^re trefltetj 
with equal violence; for they too, upon receive 
ing intelligence of what had paffed in Granada ,1 
had begun to put themlelves into a pofture of dcr 
fence. The count de Tendilla was ordered to 
march againd them with an arnoy of veteraa 
troops; and this general, in order to intimidate 
them , put all the inhabitants of one of their towns^ 
inen , women ^ and children , to the fword. Stilly 
however , they refufed to lay down their arms, 
till Ferdinand himfelf » at the head of a nunaerous 
9rnxy, having reduced all their fortified places, the 
greater part of them confented to purchafe their 
lives at the es^penfe of their religion ; and die 
reft-, upon paying ten dollars each of then[i , as 
a ranfom , were permitted to tranfport tbemfelves 
to Barbary. 

From this time , the Granada Morefcoes were 
cqnfidered by the Spaniards as Chriftians, although 
It can hardly be fupppfed ^h^t ^ny qf ttieip WfQ 
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fincerely converted to the Chriftian faith. They BOOK 

were ftyled the New Chriftians, in contradiftindion fv. 

from the Spaniards , who were called the Old, ^^9* 

They were not admitted to the cjnjoyment of any 

office, either in the church or ftate. But whea 

they difcovered , on any occafion , an attachment 

to Mahometanifm , they were treated by the in-i 

quifition as apoftates ; and great numbers of them 

were, every year, condemned by that tribunal » 

and committed to the flames. 

* By this treatment, which was equally impoliti-. 

cal and unchriftian , their prejudices againft the 

catholic religion , a«d the Spanifli government » 

were ftrengthened and confirmed. Theif ijl-hu-. 

mor, however, fhowed itfelf only in murmurs 

and complaints: and the Morefcoes in Granada 

are fcarcely mentioned in the Spanifli hiftory, 

till the-reign of Philip II. when, in confequence of 

frelh oppreffion , having made an unfuccefsful at-^ "^ 

tempt to vindicate their liberty, moft of them, as 

formerly related, were tranfplanted into Caftile, 

and other inland provinces. 

It is not to be doubted that Philip would havo 
treated the IVIorefcoes of Valencia, in the fame 
manner as thofe of Granada , had he npt been de» 
terred by his experience of the expenfe and dan-» 
ger with which the redudion of the latter had been 
accompanied. The Moorifli kingdom of Valen- 
cia had been conquered by' James I. king of Ar- 
ragon, befor? the middle of the thirteenth century; 
and this prince had been extremely folicitous to 
have the people converted to the Chriftian faith. 
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BOOK He had , for this purpofe , ereded fchoc^s , yvhem 
IV. the ecclcfiaftics might learn the Arabic; and, in 
'^t* obedience to his coroinands, (everal Dooaioicans 
^nd other friars, had applied themfelves to the 
fiudy of that language, afttf acquiring which ^ 
they had entered on the office of miffionaries^mong 
the Morefcoes. But whether they were not (uffi- 
piently acquaintjcd with that language , to hit able 
CO teach in it , or had not fuflficient patience for (q 
arduous a taflf as that of combatjrig the religious 
prejudices of a people noted for their bigotry, 
they foon hegan to reprefent tbie Morefcoes as ob- 
(linate infidels, whoai it was in vain to expciftto 
(convert by inftrudion. Even n>iracles^ they pre- 
tended, had been wrought among theai witfaoiiit 
fuccefs, and, therefore, compulfion was now the 
only expedient that could prove effeifluaK 

At the i n (ligation 'Of tbeCe ecclefiaRics , Fope 
Clement, the fourth of that name, having advifed 
the king to expel the Morefcoes from his domini- 
ons if they (hould dill refufc to be (Eonvcrted, 
James would readily have embraced this council, 
if he could have perfoaded his cortes to ponfent 
But , by the free conftitution of the government 
of Arragon , to which Valencia was now annexed, 
the confent of the cortes was requifite; and, al- 
though the clergy and commons were willing to 
gratify the king, yet the barons, who forcfaw the 
ruin of their eftates if the Morefcoes, their vaffals, 
were expelled, oppofed the meafure with fuch in- 
flexible obftinacy, that James found it tieceffary 
to relinquifli hi; de(ign. 
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From this peripd , to the conqueft of Graqada B O Q |t 
by Ferdinand , almoft t^yo hqqdred years had clap- IV- 
fed ; and during all that time, the Vajcnci^ Moors '*^^' 
bad been indulged in the free e^ercife of their re- ^fUl'^^^^ 
ligiop. But wbep the t^aron^ heard of the vio- Ferdis^na 
Icnce with which Ferdinand had treated the »«ft'*i«»«^^y 
Moors of Granad^j , they dreaded aa extcnfion of 
his tyranny to their vaffals in Valencia ; and , ia 
order to prevent it, they required , and, thougl^ 
with forpe difficulty , obtained his affent to a law 
pafTed in tf^e cortes, in the year 15 iQ, where it 
Vfas ^nadled that rio Mprefco, within the |cingdoni 
of Valencia, Iboujd either be expelled from tho 
kingdom, or compelled to embrace the Chriftiao 
faith. 

Nor were the borons fatisficd with taking this 
pr§ca4itionj but, in order to prevent the court oir 
the ecclefiaftics from reviving their dcfign , in any 
futvire I'eign , they refqlved to make it henceforth 
a p^rt of their kings coronation -oath, that, or| 
no pretence whatever, he Ihould attempt to expel 
the Mprefcpes from Valencia , or employ force to 
engage them to embrace the Chriftiap religion; 
tb^t he ftould never attempt, diredly or indircdlyf 
to procpri? a difpenfation from this oath, nor evea 
accept of a difpenfation , in ca(e it (hould be offer-* 

ed him* ( 

This path \yas fworn , a few years after, by 
Charles V. at his acceffion ; 2^nd the barons fpeni- 
ci\ then to poffefs the utmoft fecurity which they 
could defite againft any future oppreflion of their 
vaiTals. But they foon experienced, hpw ineffedual 
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BOOK the wifeft precautions fometlmes prove againfl; 
IV. the events of fortune. A bloody war having 
»«w. broken out between the commons, and nobles of 
Valencia, in the year 1520; the former, acfluated 
partly perhaps by religious bigotry , but prin- 
cipally by revenge againft the latter, publifhed a 
manifefto, requiring all the Morefcoes , under the 
penalty of death, immediately to embrace the ca- 
tholic religion. The nobles were, at that time, 
unable to afford them protedion againft their 
enemies; and as the Morefco^ were thcmfelves 
fufficiently acquainted with the violent charader 
of the commons , they knew that it would be in 
vain to offer any remonftrance on the fubjeft. 
Without delay, therefore, almoft the whole of 
them confented to be baptized , in the hopes that, 
when tranquillity (hould be reftored, no advantifge 
would be taken by the court of this deed of 
theirs, which was known to be the cffed of law- 
lefs force and violence. 

But no fooner were the civil commotions of 
the kingdom compofed, than Charles, having con- 
vened an affembly of the clergy, to confider of 
the validity of that baptifm , to which the Moref- 
coes had been obliged to fubmit ; it was deter- 
mined by this affembly, that although they ought 
not to have been compelled to fubmit to be bapti- 
zed, yet the charadter thereby impreffed upon 
them was indelible, they were henceforth to be 
confidered as Chriftians , and in the cafe of a 
defedion from the catholic religion , to be treated 
asapodates; that the name of God, :a^ is fubjoined 
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in the decree, may not be blafphemed , nor con- ^o o K 
tempt brought upon the Chriftian profefliOQ. IV. 

The Morefcoes , confcious of' a fincere attach- '*^** 
ment to the Mahometan faith ^ and being at no 
lofs to underftand, that by this decree it was in- 
tended they fhould henceforth be fubjedl to the 
jurifdidlion of the inquifition , they had no other 
expedient left to fave themfelves from the cruelty 
of that barbarous tribunal, but to aflert (which 
great numbers of them did ) that they had not 
been baptized ; and as , aroidft the confuHon of 
civil difcord, no regifter of their baptifms had 
been kept, it was iropollible in moft cafes to di£* 
prove their affertion. 

Of this difficulty the ecclefiaftics gave informal 
tion to the emperor; and about. the fame time, a 
difpenfation from his coronation - oath was fenC 
him by the pope \ Charles had acquired a great 
acceflion of power by his fuppreffion of the late 
rebellion ; and the power of the nobler had fuffered 
a proportional diminution. Being no longer 
afraid , therefore , of any oppofuion which be 
might receive from the Valencia barons, and 
being delivered from his religious fcruples by the 
pope s difpenfation from his oath, he firft * gave 
orders to the clergy to apply themfelves to the in- 
ftrudlion of the Morefcoes in the Chriftian faith, 
commanding the barons to require a pundual at- 
tendance from their vaflals, on the inftrudlions 
that fhould be given them ; and in the following 

* Clement VII. Vide Gcddes, 

* An. is«S« 
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BOOK year , he ordered all the Morefcoes / who denied 

iVi their having been formerly baptized, either im- 

**^* mediately to fubmit to that initiatory rite, or to 

quit the Spanifb dominions, under the penalty of 

perpetual ferVitude. 

The Morefcoes of Pianaguazil refufed to accept 
of this alternative, and had recourfe to arms in 
their defence; but thefe men having been caCily 
reduced to obedience , it was believed that , after 
the year 1526, there was hardly a fingle IVlorefcoiii 
Spain who had not fubmitted to the rite of baptifm. 

There was no reafon however to fuppofe that 
any confiderable number of them were fincerely 
converted to the Chridian faith ; and » as it is irn- 
poflfible for men who ad afiditious part, uniform* 
ly to coiKeal their real fentiments , the hiftory of 
Spain, during the reign of Charles and that of 
his fucceflbr, is filled with complaints againft 
them ', on account of their infidelity. Frequent 
councils were held at Madrid, to confider of the 
proper means of effeduating their converfion^ 
Orders were repeatedly fent from thence , requi- 
ring the clergy to exert themfelves with greater 
adivity in intruding them; and the inquifitioH 
every year exercifed againft great numbers of 
them its wonted rigor and feverity. 

Still, however, it ihould feem that their at- 
tachment to the Mahometan fuperftition , as well 
as to their ancient matiners and cufloras » remained 
as flrong as even 

' The reader will remember that the Morefcoes hcrt 
^oken of, are thofc of Valencit* 
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Ndr/will this appear furprifmg, if it is true that BOOK 
men are cooimooly attached to a falfe religion in jy, 
proportion to its abfurdity; becaufe , not being »<ot» 
accudomed to employ their reafon on the fubjedl 
of reJigion , they are incapable of being convinced 
by reafon. But, befides thisconfideration , there 
Were other caufes which concurred in producing 
that inconquerable obftinacy which the Moref. 
toes difcovered in their adherence to Mahomet* 
anifm. They were proud of profeffing a religion, 
which was the religion of all tbofe mighty era* 
pires that had been founded by their anceftors. 

They had often entertained the hopes of being Tbtattno^ 
l-efcued by means of the Turks, and other Maho- Mowibow* 
metans , from the Spanifh yoke , and could not re- to tht m«. 
folve entirely to abandon a religion which they ex- ''^'"•*»» 
peded, fooner or later, to b? at liberty to profefs. counttdfor. 
Their hereditary hatred of the Spaniards, which 
had been nourished by an uninterrupted courfc of 
hoftilities during feveral centuries, had been riveted, 
fince the conqueft, by the fe verity with which 
they had been ufed ; while their averfion , to the 
catholic worQiip was heightened by the appearance 
which the ufe of images in that worfhip gave it 
of idolatry, againft every fpecies of which all 
Mahometans are aduated with the ipoft irrecon* 
cileable averfion. When to thefe confiderations 
we add how little qualified the Spanifh ecclefiaftiqs 
were to inftrud them in the principles of Chrif* 
tianity, and that mod of the Morefcoes Uved de* 
tached from the Spaniards in towns and villages, 
and diftridls by themlelves, feldom aflbciatiog 
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BOOR with any but thofe of their own perfuafion , and 
IV. fpeaking a language of which the ecclefiaftics, as 
j60f« ^ell as the people, were extremely ignoram; 
Vrhen all thefe circu no fiances are conficfered, it 
vrill not be (o furprifmg, as at firft fight it might 
tippear, that fo fmall a number of them (bould 
have been converted to the Chriftian faith. 

It muft, at the fame time, be acknowledged 
that their intidelity afforded juft ground for unea* 
finefs to the Spaniih rtionarchs, who could hardly 
exped to eaih the aflFedions of a people, differing 
fo widely from themfelves , and from their Spaniih 
fubjeds , in matters regarded as the moft import- 
ant and effential. The moft inveterate enemies 
of Spain had for many years been the Turks, and 
the Moors of Barbary; and it could fcarcely be 
fuppofed, that, in the cafe of an invafion by thek 
powers, the IVlorefcoes would be avcrfe to ex- 
change their prefent matters for others, whofe re* 
ligion, cuftoms, and manners, were fo nearly 
fimilar to their own. 

Good policy, therefore, required that no pairti 
ihould be fpared , on the part of the kings of Spam, 
to accomplifh the converfion of their lYlorefcofofr- 
jeds. Nor does it appear that thefe princes were 
at any time negledful of an objed vfbich they 
juftly deemed fo highly deferving of their attention. 
They had inftituted fchools, as already mention. 
cd, for teaching the Arabic tongue. They had 
often inculcated upon the clergy , to whom the 
inftriidion of the Moreft:oes was intrufted , the 
necefiity of greater diligence in their endeavours 

to 
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to reclaim them. The royal commands oh this B ef 6 » 
head had, on diflfercnt bccafiohs, been enforced iv» 
by the Roman pontiffs ; arid ^ in order to engagt , **^' 
raen, properly qualified, to apply themfelves td ^ 

this important ivork, they had augmented the 
ehurch •livings in rhatiy of thofe parts of theking^ 
dom where the Moors refided. 

Thefe ^Verfe perhaps the only means which the 
religious prejudices of the people, and the maiN 
ims or genius of the Spanish governmenit , would 
permit to be employed ; and if the Morefcofei 
bad, at the fame time, been ufed with greate'if 
Icindnefs, or even with greater lenity and forbear- 
ance, it is probable that^ fooner or later, thefti 
means would have been attended with the defired 
fuccefs. But , befides that , the faith which the 
Spanilb pirinces had pledged to thctri when thejr 
fubmilted to their authority had been often vio- 
latedL j they had been from the beginning treated . 
SVith every mark of jealoufjr and fufpicion ; they 
had been excluded from all the honors^ and 
from every important office in the ftate; encou^ 
rageibetit had been given to the mod minute and 
malignant iiiveftigation Of their private condud; 
and after the power of thebaron^, who had long 
aded as their protedlors, Was reduced ^ they were 
cxpoicd a defencelels prey to the avarice and 
cruelty of the Inquifition *• 

The kings of Spain werfc too deeply tiridlured 
with the bigotry of the Romifli chiicch , arid their 
maxims of government tod defpoticj to allo\|^ 

^ Carta de Don Pedro dcVricncia^ MS. No. i. 
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BOOK them to perceive the abfurdity of thefe roeaforef , 
IV. fo extremely ill calculated to promote the purpofe 
«•••. for which they were dcfigned. Charles the Fifdi, 
however, and Philip the Second, two princes no« 
ted for their political difcernraent, being aware 
of the prejudice which the kingdom would fuftain, 
if the Morefcoes , who formed fo great a proper* 
tion of their fubjeds were expelled, had given 
no ground to fufped that they would ever con- 
fent to their cxpulfion; nor does it appear that 
the clergy , who earneflly wiOied that this mca«' 
fure might be embraced , ever attempted to te- 
commend it either to Charles or his fon. But, 
foon after the acceflion of the prefent king, they 
conceived the hopes of being able to accompliih 
their defire; becaufe both Philip and his roinif- 
ter , they thought , would be influenced more by 
religious than political confiderations ; and, in 
cafe they could be perfuaded that the intereft of 
religion was concerned in the expulfion , would 
be eafily reconciled to the political inconvenient 
cies that might attend it. 

The motives which deter^iined the eeclefiaftics 
in their condudl on this occafion were not merely 
fuch as were fuggefted by religious zeal or bigot- 
try. The obftinacy of the Morefcoes in adher- 
ing to Mafaometanifm had been generally afcribed 
to the remiflhefs or negligence of thofc who had 
been employed to inftrudt them ' ; and the clergy 
were fenfible that much greater pains were requifite 
for this end than they were willing to beftoMT* 

' By a brief from the pope, Gregory XIII. an. is 7^ 
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Bcfidcs which , their revenues had been taxed BOOK 
for augmenting the IVIorefcoe vicarages, and for iv. 
building and endowing an additional number of «^^» 
churches for their inftrudion. They were, on 
both thefe accounts, inflamed againft the Moref- 
coes with a pecuh'ar hatred; and, in order that 
they might at once avoid the labor neceflary foe 
converting them, and the cenfure v/hich they muft 
incur in cafe of their declining it, they earneftly 
de(]^P their expulfion ; and, in order to effedtuatc 
it, were perpetually inveighing againft them as 
%n incurable race of infidels, of whofe conver- 
fion, without a miraculous interpofition of Divine 
Power, no hopes could juftly b^ entertained. 
Of all the ecclefiaftics , the perfon who difco- 
vered the moft unrelenting hatred againft this 
unhappy people was Don John de'Ribera , patri- 
arch of Antioch , and archbifhop of Valencia , aa 
aged prelate , who was held in high veneration 
by his countrymen for his piety and learning; 
and, in different hiftories of his life, publifhed in 
Spain and Italy ,• is celebrated as one of the 
brighteft ornaments that ever adorned the Chrif- 
tian church. 

But there is nothing for which the hiftorians 
have been fo liberal in his praife as the flaming 
zeal which he difplayed in his unwearied exer- 
tions for the expulfion of the Morefcoes, in 
which they fuppofe him to have beet! equally 
animated by a patriotic concern for the fafety of 
Spain , and a pious folicitude for the prefervatiofk 
©f the^ Catholic faithu 
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• tf O K It has been qoeflioned , however ^ whether 
IT. motives were in reality fo pure as his admireri 
itb^ would have us to beiieve ; for there is ground to 
tufpecfl, that, after the Pope, at the requeft of 
Philip II. litopofed a new tax of between three 
and four thoufand dollars yearly on the revenue^ 
of his archbijfbppric, for augmenting the (alaries 
of the curates employed in inAruiftiog the mo- 
refcoei , bis zeal for their expullion became more 
violent than ever, i^his tax, it is faid^ g|jdiet 
he, nor any oJF the clergy in his dipcefe^ever 
paid i and although the king, in orcier more eafilji 
to reconcile the Morefcoes to Chriftianity , had 
obtained from the Pope an edi^^ ojf girace in their 
favor, containing a plenary pardon for all their 
pad offences, on condition that, within the (pace 
of four y fears, they fhould make confcffion td 
certain commidioners , to be appointed by Ribera 
and the other biihops^ yet this cdidi was not pub- 
lifhed, nor arty commifljoners appointed, till after 
t\^o years and a half, when Philip IIL interpofed 
his authority for that eiBFe<fi. . , 

In defence of the arclibifbop's conduct in thefe 
inftances, it may be alledged, that, from long 
experience, and many fruitlcfs trials, he believed 
the infidelity of the ]Vloreft.oe^ to be incurable^ 
and that he would not have thus ventured repeat* 
cdly to difobey the orders of his fpifituat. fiipcriot, 
had he pot known that the foveieign pdniiffi 
having the faine opinion as himfelf of tfee vanity 
of all farther attempts for their converfion , did 
jadt ferioufly d^Cni to hare hii orders carried iat« 
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execution. But v/hatever were the motives of BOOK 
this prelate's condndl, and though it juftly ex- 1V# 
pofed him to the imputation of wifliing rather tq ?^^* 
h^ve the Morefcqes expelled than converted, no 
gerfon^ had greater influence on this occafion with 
the king an(i Ijis minivers in recommending the 
ineafuri that was aftprw^irds pmbraccd. 

Fron^ the arguments v/hich he employed in MtmoHaif 
two memorial^ on the fubje^l, prefentcd to the of spain'a? 
king, the reader y^ill be better able to judge of Ra»nft ti^e 
the motives by which both he and the court oC ^^'•^"^^*'^ 
Spain werie determined. In his firft n^cmorial^ 
dated in the yeari6Q2, his principal defign was 
to fo\ind their inclination, and to awaken in then\ 
^ fenfe of the danger to which the kingdonci was 
expofed. • 

** After all the pains, he laid, v^hich had been 
beftowed in attempting to convert the Morefcoes 
to Chriftianity , they were ftill as ftrongly as ever 
attached to the Mahometan fuperftition. In the 
kingdom of Valencia, the biOiop^s, the recflors, 
and preachers , had in vain ufed their moft ftrc- 
nuous endeavours tpperfuade thepi tq avail them- 
felves of the Pope's edidl of grace , which had 
been lately publiflied. In reafoning with theiiP 
leading men , it had been obFei:ved, th^f, as oftfn . 
as they were put to filence by the arguments 
epiployed to convince them, they changed coloif, 
and were fo inflamed with indignation, aseyidcntly 
fhowed how much they defired tp be able to 
employ force in defence of their opiniohs. They, 
^rrcfponded with thofc of their own fed ia th<; 
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BOOK moft diftant part? of the country, and fent tbcir 
IV. eraifTaries every where, to encourage the people 
MOf. ^Q ptrfcvere in their infidelity. They all fpokc 
vith one mouth , and had the fame anfwer to 
return to their inflruAors, that they were already. 
Chrjdians ; that they bad already confeffed all the 
(ins, of which they were confcious, to their rc^ 
fpcdive pricfts; and that, being occupied with 
their proper bufinefs , they had not leifure to at- 
tend to the condud of others, and therefore knew 
not of any perfons who pradifed the rites of the 
IVIahometan religion. They had often been con- 
vided of falfhood ; but on thefe occafions they 
• v^ere either filent, or they repeated the fame reply- 
to the queftlons that were put to them. Since 
the publication of the edid * of grace , they had 
celebrated the feftivals^of their religion with greater 
folemnity than before; and, with much effrontery, 
had caroufed together, on receiving inteJi/gence 
of the unfuccefsful iflue of the expedition of his 
majefty's forces agairift Algiers. 

**From this condudl of the Morefcoes, conti- 
nued Ribera , which I have reprefented with my 
wonted impartial regard to truth, two important 
confequences follow, which require your majefty s 
moft fcrioiis attention. ' 

"The firft is, that the biChops, and other paftors 
of the church , are laid under the painful neceCBty 
of doing what many learned dodors of the church 
think rrluwful, the adminiftering of the facra- 
ment of baptifra to thofe who they know will, 
fopner or later, become apoftates/from the faith ^ 
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for there is a moral certainty that every Morefco BOOK 
child, vrhom we baptize, will, through th€ ex* iv. 
ample and inftrudion of his Mahometan parents ^ *^>* 
become bimfelf a Mahometan. And this we are 
taught to expedl, not only by reafon a^d experi* 
ence, but by the fpi rit . of God , who. in fpeak^ 
ing of the infidelity of Rehoboam , makes twice 
ipention , in one chapter , that he was the fon of 
Naama, a Gentile; which is eqiAvalent to declar- 
ing that to be the child of a mother who is an ^ 
jnHdel, and to^ be educated by her, is A certain 
means of making the child an infidel. 

**In baptizing the Morefco children, therefore, 
our confciences arc greatly difturbed with the 
apprehenfion that we are guilty of violating the 
commandment of our 'Lord Jefus Chrift, who has 
prohibited the giving of holy things to dogs, and 
the calling of pearls before fwine. 

"Nor. is this the only unhappy confequence 
arifing from the incurable infidelity of the Mo- 
lefcoes. But the kingdom of Spain is, therefore, * 
expofed to the greateft riik of becoming an eafy 
prey to the boftile defigns of our enemies. This 
kingdom was ruined in former times by the in- 
trigues of a fingle perfon, count Julian , at whofe 
inftigation it was invaded and fubdued by the 
Saracens, when they b^d no friends within the 
Icingdom tofeoond their attempt. And from thence 
may be perceived how great occasion there is fof 
the moil difquieting apprehenfions at this time, 
when there are eftablifiiecji in the kingdom ninety 
thoufand men fit to carry arms , and all of them 
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l(po;|C a^uated with the motk irrrconcile able averfton tor, 
IV. the prefent government. The Turks and Moors' 
;^re the inveterate enemies of Spain, becaufe £hc 
i$ the principal bulwark of Cbriftendom ; the 
French, from jealoufy , or envy of her grcatnefs|* 
and the Fnglifh , on account of her zeal for main- 
taining 'the purity of the Catholic faith; is there 
not jufl groiiod to dread tha^t thcfp our foreign' 
enemies, allured by the hopes of afliftahce from 
thofe whom we nourifii in our bofora, (ball unite 
their forces , and undertake the fubveiTion o£ the 
monarchy ? Efpecially when it is conMered thai," 
vrith the powerful aflQflance they %vould receive 
from the Morefcoes, a fmall number of troopr 
vould be fiifiicient , and no extraordinary pre-' 
pactions or expenfe required. 

HTh? Morefcpes, in Grranada alone, had \yith- 
flood the whole force' which the late king coulii 
mufter againftthem, although, befides his S^a- 
nifh troops, h^ had fent for idto^paina niimeFOUS 
rfinfovceroent of Qermans and Italians. But, \t 
all the IVloreCcoes in tHe different part$ of the 
kingdoo) wei;e to take arm?,* which it is unqueA 
tionable they would do , if either the Turks. ^op 
French, or Engli/b, were to attempt an inyafion, 
our condition would then be the mod deplorable 
and defperate, and, like our ancefkors, we muft 
refolve either to yiejd our necks to the yoke of 
conquerors^ or to tafee i^ekei(!, as they did , among 
the rocks or mountains of Afturia. 

" As often as I have refie<aed on the imminent 
dagger to which this j;x^igbty i^onarchy llands 
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ficpofed, I have thoqght it unaGCQUntabIe» tfaat, BpQK 
during the l^tng reigns of t^iro fuch wife and power- ^V. 
f ul rnqnaifchs , as the emperor, and tbe late king, *f^?* 
no foffiqient fecurity ag^intl it was provided. Noj 
can I account' for tbeir negligence in this refped, 
but pn the fupppfition that God, 'who rules thd 
hearts of kings, thought fi^ to referve this import- 
ant work, (b worthy of yopr royal breaft, oi^ 
purpofe to adorn the annak of your pious reign ; 
as he referyed the deliverance of his cbofen people 
for Mofes, t^eir entrance into the promiied land 
for Jofbua , the conqueft of the Philiftines for Da- 
vid, and the inflidting of vengeance oa the Amale« 
kites for SauL ' 

^^ Hither this has bjeen his intention, or he hatl^ 
fo long prevented the Spanifii monarchs |rom per^ 
ceiving the necefficy of delivering Spain irom ^ 
great a dagger, that, by means of the Morefcoes, 
Be n)^ punifb 1,1s for our fins. : Butf in my opi-' 
nipn, one qf the greateft of thefeis the permitting 
of fo grcjat a number of inveterate eneniies of the 
church and ftate for fo many years to retain tbeii^, 
power ol[ doing mifchief ; nor is it reafonable tq 
expedl; Cucce£s in foreign ^nterpriCes , till the kingi- 
dom /ball be purged of its dpmeftic foes. 

^.In the year 1588, when the great Armada^ 
was def^royed, I yras emboldened by my zeal for, 
the iqtereft of religion and my country , t;<i reprc- 
fent to ypm TPyal. fether, that, after having Jpng 
and careJFully inquired whv it had pleafied God to' 
permit ib great a calamity to befal us , I was 
perfuaded that be intended thereby tp inflxu<2 tljie 
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BOOK king , that , till he had extirpated herefy from his 
jy« own dominions, he ought not to have fu€Fered his 
i€^* attention to be diverted by any thing that pafled 
in foreign dates. And , in like manner , conB* 
ding in your majefty's clemency for forgivenefs of 
the liberty which I take, I rouft declare that, af- 
ter the mod mature confideration , Jt appears to 
me, that no other account but this can be given 
of the late failure of your expedition againft 
Algiers, in ^vhich there was nothing omitted 
which human prudence could fugged to infure 
fticcefs* 

* It is the will of heaven , that your majedy 
ihould fird provide for the fafety and tranquillity 
of your own dominions; and, in order to accom- 
pliQi this end , it is neceflary that your domedic 
enemies, thofe apodates from the faith, who are 
equally enemies to the date and to our mod bo« 
\y religion, (bould be deprived of the power of 
didurbing your repofc. No objed, furely, can 
be more deeply intereding; and, therefore, I truft 
I fliall be pardoned for pfefuming , with due hu- 
mility , to exhort your majedy to require your 
miniders, without delay, to apply themfclvcs to 
the confideration of it, with all thatferious attcn- 
tion which it fo highly deferves, excluding from 
all the councils which fliall be h<ild for that pur- 
pofe, all thofe perfons whofe private interet^ may 
hinder them from perceiving what is conducive to 
the public good '.^ 

* Vida dc Rthera. 
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Thb memorial ,was mod gracioufly received by B o l| 
the king and the duke of Lerma , both of whon\ IV. 
wrote letters of thanks to the patriarch for the ^^^f 
wholefome counfel which it contained, and re- 
quired him to give them his opinion with regard 
to the proper means of obviating that imminent 
danger, to which it appeared, from his memorial, 
the kingdom was expofed. In compliance with 
this requeft, and em'boldenend by the confidence 
repofed in him, Ribera foqn after prefented another 
memorial, of which the purport was, partly to 
perfuade Philip that no other means could prove 
eflFedual for the utter extirpation of the Moref- 
coes ; and partly to take ofif the force of fucb ob- 
jedions, as cither religion or humanity might 
fugged, to deter him from having recourfe to 
tlus expedient. 

In facred writ, he faid, there was no precept 
fo often repeafcd to the chofen people of God as 
that of rooting out from among them thofe infi* 
del nations whom they found in poffeflion of the 
promifed land. A Arid obedience to this precept 
was particularly inculcated on the kings and rulers 
of the people;* and the firft king, whom God 
himfelf had appointed to rule over them, incur- 
red the divine difpleafure, and was deprived of 
his kingdom , merely on account of his difobe- 
d fence. The pernicious confequences of permit- 
ting the Morefcoes to remain in Caftile mnd Ar- 
ragon were the fame as thofe which the children 
of Ifrael experienced from their communication 
with the idolatrous heathens ; for the faithful 
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BOOK in Spaiq were in equal danger frftm the infeAioa 
t^» pf their fXample, jind the extirpation pf tbcfe 
infidels was therefore equally incumbent on the 
catholic )cine, as that of the heathens on t|ie kings 
and cnotains of the Jews. 

In following the example pf David, and othc? 
good kiotrs of Ifrael, Philip would likewife imi- 
tate the condudl of fome of the ^eft and greaceft 
of his prcdcceflbrs ; by >yhom the Jews had, at 
diflferent periods, been expelled from Spain, 
though their provocations had never been fa 
gneat as thofe of the M prefcocs ; for the Jews were 
not heretics and apoftates as they were, and were 
never accufbd of holding cqrrefpondence with the 
enemies of the Rate. 

His i!ltiftrSou$ grandfather, Charles V". thewifcflt 
and greatcft prince of the age in which he lived , 
fcad publfffied an edid, requiring the Morefcoe^ 
cither ro fubrait to be baptized, or to depart from 
Sp^in; cxpcdUng that by fubmittingto be baptized 
they Would become both Chriftiahs and friends. 
It now appeared how much he was. miftaken ia 
this cxpc^ation; but, from the tenor of his edi&f 
it was manifeft how much he thougl\f it his dpty^ 
and how neceffary he believed it for the ftfety 
and profperity of his peopje, to extirpate infidel? 
from his dominions. 

The^ pernicious effecfte pf tolerating apoftates 
from th§ faith, had been feverely felt by the 
French monarchs, whofe kingdom had thereby 
bten reduced to the lowed ebb, and their Catho- 
'lic fubt^ lixj^ofedi for almoft half a centoryy to 
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^li the tniferies df ^ivil war; wherefts^ if they had BOO^K 
a<5led conformably to the meafuires of the- church, iv; 
and either put to death their heretical fubje6is« t«it% 
or expelled them from the kingdom^ all tb^fe ui^^ 
happy cbnfcquenccs might have been pre Ventedj 
and the piirity of the faith prcferved. 

The temporal a^ well as the fpirttual inteirejd of 
the king's catholic and loyal fubjedls, required 
that the Morefcoes fhould be expelled; becaufe, 
if they were not, there wjis much ground ta^ap- 
prehend tbey would ere long become mafters of 
ail the riches in the kingdom. They were iiot 
only induftrious , but jPrugal and parfimonious to 
cxcefs. They could labor for much Jower w^ 
ees , and were latLsfied with much fmaller profits 
in trade than were requifite for tbe fubfiftence of 
the Spaniards; great numbers of whom were tbiii 
excluded from both trade and labor , and thereby 
xeduced to indigence. The Spanjfh villages, idl 
overCaftiie and Andalufia, had falien into decayi 
while thofe of the Morefcoes increafed and ^6iU 
fi(hed; and the Spaniib farmers were unable to 
pay their rents, tt)dugh they cultivated the moft 
Jertile pafts of the country; \irhilc the Morefcoes, 
Svbo generally lived in the naoft barren parts, 
iifter paying the third part of their crops to the 
proprietors of tbfcir farms, were not ,ohly ablq 
to fupporc themfelves and theit families , but ao* 
nually to increafe their (lock. 

In confequencc of this their number had of 
late been greatly augmented; and there wa^giouad 
to dread that, if iome temedy were oot fj^ccdil/ 
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I O O K applied , the fiatives would in a few years beout« 
IV. numbered and overpowered. But no remedy 

'•^•^ whatever , he believed , would be found effedluaf, 
while the IVlorefcoes were permitted to continue 
within the kingdom. The king's humanity, he 
fuppofed, would revolt at the thoughts of putting 
fo many hundred thoufands to the fword , and 
therefore the only expedient which remained , was 
to tranfport them into foreign parts. 

He did not however think it advifable to expei 
them all at once; for, as thofe of Valencia lived 
in a great meafure detached from the Chriftiaas, 
in villages and diftri^s by t^emfelves, there was 
little danger from the infedion of their example; 
befides that the Moors of thofe parts pradlifed va- 
rious ufeful arts, which were unknown to the 
<^hriftians, but were extremely neceflary for the 
comfort and convenience of life. If all thefe Moors 
were to be at once expelled, thofe arts would 
be entirely loft, and a great part of the country 
would become wafte and defolate. But although 
for thefe reafons it might be judged expedient to 
delay their expulfion , they ought , in the mean 
time, to be loaded with taxes for the maintenance 
of an army, fufficicnt to prevent any prejudice 
that might arife from permitting them to remain ; 
their numbers ought, as quickly as poffible, to 
hi diminifhed, by fending annually feme thou- 
fands of their young men to the gallies and the 

) nines , and Ghriftians , acquainted with their 

arts, ought gradually to be liibftituted in their 
room. 
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But a dififerent coiirfe, he thought, ought to book 
be purfued with regard to the Morefcoes in the iv, 
other provinces, who were > on many accounts, *•<>*• 
mucTi more formidable than thofe of Arragon and 
Valencia. They had every . where intermixecl 
with the Chriftians ; their example Was confe* '* 
qucntly more infedious; and the churches and 
altars were profaned by their hypocritical and 
mock compliances with the holy rites of the tru€ 
religion. They fpoke the Caftilian language f; 
their minds were more cultivated and improved; 
they were better acquainted with the (late of 
Spain , and much more capable 0f giving dan« 
gerous intelligence to her enemies ; befides which, 
great numbers of them, having ferveH in the royal 
army J, were thereby not only qualified to ad as 
fpies, but to afford afliftance co the enemy, in the 
cafe of an invafion or attack , or to any foreign i 
enemy, by whom the kingdom ihould be attacked. 

By thefe confiderations he was induced to be- 
lieve that the prefervation of the kingdom, as 
well as the intereft of religion , required that all 
' the Morefcoes in Spain , thofe of Arragon and 
Valencia excepted , fhould be inftantly expelled. 
They were all to be confidered as obftinate herc^ 
tics, or as apoftates from the faith, whom the 
king, if he thought fit, might juflly puniih with 
death ; and there could be no room therefore to 
doubt of the lawfulnels of tranfporting them to 
foreign countries, which was the mildefl punifh« 
ment that ^ confiflently yriththefafcty of his king- 
dom, he could inflid. ' 
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lfH>K ' Tbetir childreii, utoder fevcD years of n^^ 
IV. might be decaiiled^ in order to be educated ia 
the Chriftian faith ; aod the king might , without 
' any fcruple of confcienct, compel any nuAber 
of thofe who were gro^n Qp» to ferveon board 
bis gallies^ or in the mines of America ; while/ 
for the benicfit of hils exchequer, he might fell the 
reft for (laves to his Ghriftian fubjeds in Spain and 
Italy. It could ndt be unjuft to punilh men in 
this manner , w^o by their crimes had forfeited 
their lives ; land if it was juft to punilli them ei^ 
ther with flavery or deaths the (imply expelling 
them from Sp^ , and tranfportihg them to other 
countries, where their own religion was profef- 
fed , could n6t be conlidered in any other iigfat 
but as an ad of clemency and meri^ on the part 
of the kbg; 
. i It migl^t be difiBcult, he acknowledged , to tU 
feduate their expulfion, Without endangering the 
internal peace of the kingdoita; but Gdd, he 
trufted, would Enlighten the minds of the king's 
minifters « and enable them to difcern the moft 
proper meaiis of carrying fo laudable a defign in- 
to execution ; for , as the cbunfel he bad offered 
was equally didated by his regard td the fpirituai 
and to the temporal intereft of the kingdom , be 
could not doubt thiit it was acceptable to God? 
and when he refleded oh his great age ^ his natU- 
ral temper and difpofition , 2lnd the habits which 
be had long indulged of a retired and fequeftered 
life , he could hardly fuppofe that the zeal and re^ 
folution yfith which he felt himfelf infpired in tils 

addrefs 
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V 

addrefs to the king, on the prefent occaAon, BOOK 
could proceed from any other caufe but the fecret iv. 
and all powerful influence of the fpirit of God f^9* 
upon his mind '. 

The reafoning in this memorial yvras admirably The effeft 
fitted to make impreflion on the fuperftitious and ^^ f'"^ "•«*• 
timid temper of the king; nor was its efficacy Ribera on 
lefTened by the patriarch's vain prctenfion to di- ^* "*"^ ^^ 
vine illumination. But although both Philip's re* "'* 

ligious fcruples, and his apprehenfions of impend^* 
ing danger, were eafily excited, his natural dit 
pofition, which was gentle and*humane, rendered 
bin^eAremely av*erfe to a meafure fo replete with 
cruelty, as that which Ribera had exhorted him 
to adopt He could not therefore rcfolve to com- 
ply with the counfel that was given him , and his 
irrefolution was increafed by a memorial which 
was foon afterwards prefented to Jiim by the ba« 
rons of Valencia. 

They had received intelligence from fome of 
their friends at court of the patriarch's two memo- 
rials. They knew that he had advifed the king to 
permit their vafTals to remain for fome time longer, 
which they afcribed to his dread of their refent- 
ment ; but they believed that the expulfion of the 
other Morefcoes, would be quipkly followed by 
that of thofe in Valencia , and for this reafon they 
were equally alarmed as if he bad counfelled thd 
whole to be expelled. 

In order to deter the king from liftening to his R«*o«* 
propofal, they unanimoufly rcmonftrated againft ^itVitfoiif 

• Vida de Ribera, p. )S8* Por Efcriva. 

Vol. L a a 
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BOOK the cxpulfion , as a meafure that would be attend* 
IV. cd with the moft pernicious confequenccs ; foe 
i«o9. the Morefcoes were not only a frugal, temperate, 
f Tift't? *°^ induftrious race, of men, but they were the 
^omo.* moft Ocilful farmers , and the moft ingenious ma- 
of the AU. nufadurers in Spain. There were feveral manu- 
fC$Q-. faftures, equally neceffary for internal confump- 
tion and foreign trade, with which they alone 
were acquainted ; and without their fkill and la- 
bor, it was an unqueftionable fad, that a grcac 
part of the kingdom would lie wafte , and innu- 
merable families of the higheft rank, who en- 
tirely depended on the rents of their* lands ,*be«re- 
duced to indigence. 

It had been affirmed that they were all Maho- 
metans, but no fufficient evidence had been pro« 
duced to prove the truth of this affertion. TAcy 
had all been regularly initiated, by bapdfm, into 
the Chriftian church; they all profcffcd them- 
felves to be Chriftians; and although many of 
them , perhaps , were not able to give a fatisfac- 
tory account of the dodrines of the Chriftian faith, 
yet the fame thing might be laid of innumerable 
other Chriftians of the lower rank , befides the 
Morefcoes. 

But if many of them were in l-eality ignorant 
or unbelieving, this could not juftly be imputed 
to them , fo much as to tfaofe to whom their in- 
ftrudion had been committed. Sufficient pains 
to inftrud them , and proper methods of dealing 
with them, had feldom been employed. They 
had, at firft» been dragged into the church by 
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force and violence , and bad afterwards been n o O R 
treated with inhumanity; as if bitter invedives, iv. 
corporeal pUniflimedts , arid the confifcation of their ^ **o** 
effeds, were the proper meaiis of erilightening 
their under'ftandings with the knbvirJedge of the 
truth. In brder to cingage therii to liften to in- 
ftruAion, it was neceffary that their inftrUdors 
flbould ftudy to cdnciliate their aflFedions. This 
end could be obtained only by gentlenefs and for- 
bearance: and if the king A^ould be pleafed t6 
take efiFedual carei to prevent them from being 
treated more like brutes than men, and ftill more^ 
if, as a reward for their relinquifhing the Mahai . 
itietari fuperftitioni , he woufld grant them accefs 
to the faofe immfilnities and privileges that were 
enjoyed by bis other fubjeds , tbere would be ha 
ground to defpair of their converfion. 

They had been acctifed of holding a treafon* 
able correfpondcnce with the enemies^ of the ftatej 
but ought a vagud and general affertion to be 
held as" a fufficient evidence of their guilt ? was 
not this crime of fuch a( nature, that it mufl ne* 
ceffarily he confined to a few ? ought the guilt of 
a few to be imputed to fo great a number ? ought 
even the few who bad been guilty, to be con# 
demned without a hearing, without a trials and; 
without the fmaHeft evidence ? 

This imfpatation had been often caft updn the 
Morefc^es, by fpecalative and fequeftcred men, 
who had no accefs to know the truth of their a£> . 
fertion , but were prompted by their zeal and pre- 
judices to believe it« It bad always^ been difre^r; 

Aa % 
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garded by the wifeft of the king's predeceffots; 
and judice , they hoped , would determine the 
king to imitate fo laudable an example , till feme 
proof or evidence was adduced. Xhis remon- 
ftrance>, which the barons prefented irva cortes or 
parliament held in the year 1604, was not aJto-. 
gcthcr without effeA. In compliance with the in- 
tention of it , Philip refolved to delay the cxpuU 
fion of the Morcfcoes for fome years longer, and, 
in the mean time, make a further trial, whether 
it was poffible to effeduate their converfion to 
the faith ; and for this purpofe, he procured a brief 
from the pope , impoHng a tax on the ecclefia/iic- 
al revenues , a part of which he was authorized 
to employ in building and endowing a Morefco 
c^ege; and in order to induce men of abilities' 
to accept of curacies among the More/cocs , fie 
was empowered, from the fame fund, to augment 
the falaries of the curates. 

But no greater regard it would feem was paid 
to this than to the other brief above mentioned. 
The coHege was not endowed , and the church- 
livings remained the fame as before, from whence 
there was but too much gcound for the fufpicion 
which was entertained , that the king had neither 
been able to intereft the pope nor the Spanifi cc- 
clefiaftics in the execution of his plan. 

The* latter labored afliduoufly to convince both 
the pope and the king, that every thing K^d been 
already done for the converfion of the Morefcoes, 
that was in the power of man to perform. The 
archbiihop of Valencia prefented a third memorial 
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to tlie king, containing, as be pretended, a full BOOK 
reply to what bad been afferted by tbc barons, but I v.' 
confiding principally, either of invedives againfl: *^°'* 
the Morefcoes, or of denunciations of divine judge- 
ments , which mud ere long overtake the kingdom, 
if they were not fpeedily expelled '*. 

Ribera was powerfully feconded by feveral 
other ecclefiaftics , and particularly by Bleda, a 
Dominican friar, diftinguilhed for his acquaint- 
ance with the learning of his time , and equally 
n6ted for his adivity , his zeal , and bigotry ; who 
compofed feveral bitter invedives againft the Mo- 
refcoes, and, dividing his time between Rome 
and Madrid, employed all his eloquence to per- 
fuade the pontiff and ^he king of the necefl^ty 
of their expulfion. 

But the archbifiiop's .mod powerful affociate,' 
was Don Bernardo de Roias y Sandoval , brother to 
the duke of Lerma.., who was the cardinal - arch- 
bifhop of Toledo, inquifitor- general and chancel- 
lor of Spain. This prelate approved and feconded 
every part of Ribera's memorials , except where 
he advifed the king to retain fuch of the Moref- 
co children as were under feven years of age , and 
to fuffer the Morefcoes in Valencia , to remain till 
their place, could be fupplied by Cbridians ; for it 

Some prodigies are recorded by Ribera in his memorial ^ 
and by other writers , as clear and certain indications of the 
will of heaven on the prefent occafion. Such as that the 
church-bell of VilHIa rung of itfelf for feveral days, &c. But 
it does not appear, whether arguments of this kind, were de- 
fpifed or regarded by the king. 

Aa 3 
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BOOR vras mere advi(able» this cardinal maintained, to 

IT. put them all, men, women, and children to tiie 

i<09. fword, than to have the Spanifli blood contaminate 

ed, as it would be, if either of thefe exceptions 

were admitted by a mixture of the polluted blood 

of infidels. 

The duke of Lerma, who, from the beginning 
of his adminiftration , had (ludied , vtrith great at 
fiduity and folicitude, to ingratiate birofelf with 
the court of Rome and the Spanifh ecclefiaftics , ^ 
readily efpoufed bis brother's fentiments; and, as 
the dake was at this time in the unrivalled and full 
poflellion of the royal favor , nothing now was 
wanting to fix the refolution of the king •'. 
tiTMifiMi ' I^ ^^ accordingly refbived , that all the Morcf^ 
^f tiiej^p. ^Qe$ in Spain, thofe in Vajencia as well as thofir 
in the other provinces , fliould be cxpel/cd. The 
cardinal *archbi(hop went himfelf to Rome ^ with 
the defign , it is believed , to perfuade the fovcreignr 
pontiff to grant his fandion to the expulfion by 
ibme public deed : but, if this was the intention of 
bis journey , it did not produce the defired effed. 
The pontiff, probably, chofe that the odium 
which muft attend a meafure fo barbarous and fo 
unprecedented, fhould radier fall on the court of 
Spain than on the holy fee; and, therefore, wc 
do not read of any other papal bull or brief pub- 
lifhed on the prefent occafioh , b.ut one addreffed 
to the bifhop§ of Valencia , companding t\icra to 
affemble together, in order to cpnfider \yhetber 
anj method of converting the Mo^efcoes could 
Fonfeca Traicion de los Morefisoes, p. 19,6, 
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"be devifed. This bull was dated in the year 1606, b IC 
a. few months before the cardinal - primate fet out it. 
for Rome, but was not publifhed till after his ^^^5- 
return, in j6o8. It was publifhed in the month 
of April of that year ; and , in compliance with 
it, the bilhops foon after met together, and fpent 
feveral months in deliberating on the fubjedl. But, 
as if the defign of their meeting had been to con- 
demn the iVIorefcoes, and not to confidcr of the 
means of converting them, they at length pro- 
nounced the following fentence: " That the Moref- 
coes of the kingdom of Valencia were allapoftates 
from the Chriftian faith , and were, befides, Co 
obftinate and inflexible in their infidelity, that, 
•whatever means (bould be employed, no hope? 
could juflly be entertained of their converfion. 

This fentence, having been tranfmitted to the Wed«, f* 
courts contributed to confirm the king in the re- ^^^ 
folution which he had formed. It was agreedv^ 
however, that the expulfion fhould be deferrect 
till a more convenient feafon; and that, in the" 
mean time , the ftridcfl IJcrecy fhould be obferved^^ 
It was judged necefTary to keep the defign fecret» 
lefl the Morefcoes fhould, either of themfelves, or 
inftigated by the barons , have recourfe to arms ; 
and , as no court was ever more diflingoifhed for 
maintaining the moft inviolable fecrecy in its coun«- 
cils than that of Spain, it fhould feem that nofufpicioti ^. 

was entertained , either by the Morefcoes or barons; 
of the king s determination in a matter wherein they 
were fo deeply interefted , till every necefTary prepa?- 
ration was made for carrying it in^o execution^ 

Aa 4 
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BOOK The court having determined to begin with the 
I ¥• expulfion of the Valcocian Morefcocs , ordei;^ were 
^^9. fecretly given to the naval coroananders in Spain , 
Portugal, and Italy, to receive a certain number 
of troops on board their (hips , and to rendezvous , 
in Auguft, 1609, at Alicant, Denia, and other 
fea- ports in the Mediterranean, on the coad o( 
Valenda. About the faaie time, Don Auguftin 
IVIexia , an old experienced officer , governor of 
Antwerp, was fent to the city of Valencia to con- 
cert with the viceroy, the marquis of Cararena, 
and others, concerning the roeafiires necefTary to 
be uken within the kingdom to prevent a tumult 
or infurredion. The pretext employed for afTem- 
bling the fleet was an expedition againft tbt 
IVIoors inBarbary. But the barons, obferving that 
frequent conferences were held, by night and by 
day, at the viceroy's, with regard to the fub'jed 
of which they were kept entirely in the dark, and 
being informed that the arcbbilbop ( who aflifted 
at thefc conferences), as if he expcded to be be- 
fieged, had conveyed inta his palace an Extraordi- 
nary quantity of provifions, befides fome troops 
and arms, they foon came to fufpedl what was 
the real purpofe of the naval armament; and hav- 
ing* conformably to a privilege whigh belonged 
to them by the conftitution of Valencia, furoraoncd 
one of thofe aflemblies of their own number, term- 
ed the Military Arms, they fent deputies to the 
viceroy, requefting him to acquaint them with the 
defign of the prefent preparations. To this in- 
<juiry , the viceroy , >vitbout preteuding ignorance 
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of the king's intention, replied , that, what- BOOK 
ever it was , the barons might reft afftired that no iv, 
refolutipn could be formed, either by the king, J^o?* 
who had ever regarded them as his moft faithful 
vaffals, or by the duke of L^rma , their country- 
man, whofe eftates were iil terming! ed with theirs, 
which in the iffue would not be found conducive 
to the true intereft of Valencia, 

By this anfwer the barons were confirmed in 
their fufpicions; and , as they could not but fuppofe 
that the viceroy would have chofen, hacj it been 
in his power , to difpel their apprehqnfions , they 
could no .longer doubt that the objedt of all the 
preparations which had been made was the expul- 
iion of/ their vaffals. They inftantly convened 
again, and drew up a remonftrance to be prefent- 
ed to the king ; of which the purport was , that 
Valencia would be entirely ruined if the Moref- 
coes, by whom moft of the work in that king- 
dom was carried on , were expelled. 

At thedcfire of the viceroy, who dreaded that 
this ftep might give an alarm to the Morefcoes, 
the juftiza, or chief juftice in criminal matters, 
having attempted in vain to divert them from 
their purpofe , was fo violently agitated with grief 
and rage , that he dropt down dead in the affem- 
bly. This accident prevented them from coming 
to an immediate decifion; but next morning they 
had another meeting , in which they appointed de- 
puties to carry their remonftrance to the king. 

It was expreffed in the ftrongeft terms, didated 
by a deep convidlion of the melanpboly truth 
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BOOK, which it conuined ; but the depoties , though re- 
IT. ceiv^ by the king and his ininifter with much dil- 
■•^ tinAion and rcfpcd , vrere told , that the king's rc- 
iiraact of die foiution , having been formed after the moft mature 
baroBtof deliberation, was unalterable; that the Barons had 
iiftaiBft'he ^^^^ too latc in prefenting their petition; and that 
exp«mo»>of the edid of expulfion was already publifhed. 
the Moots. ^ f^^^ tjQjy ^f Caftilian troops had aiJ^ualljr 

entered Valencia , about the time of the arrival 
of the deputies at Madrid ; and ^he Morefcoes 
were now acquainted with their fate. 

In the ediifl of expulfion , which was publilbed 
with the ufual formalities , by the viceroy , in the 
beginning of September, 1609, they were all com- 
manded , men, women, and children, under the 
penalty of death, to be ready within three days 
to repair to the fea-ports appointed for their em- 
barkation , and there to go on board of (hips 
prepared for carrying them into foreign parts. 

It was ordained, under the fame penalty, that 
they fhould all remain in the places where they 
were at the time of publiQiing the edid, till the 
commiflaries appointed to condu(^ them to the 
fea-coaft, fhould arrive; that if any of them 
fhould, before the arrival of the commiflaries, 
prefume to change the place of their abode, they 
might be carried by any perfon before a judge; 
and , in cafe they fhould make refiflance , might 
inflantly be put to death. 

It was enacfled , - that all their effeds fhould be- 
long to the lords whofe vafTals they were , except 
fuch as they could carry along with tl^em; an^> 
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that in cafe they fhould conceal or deftroy any BOOK 
part 1 of their eflfeds , they fhould be puniflied 1 v. 
with death. i«o»* 

For the prcfervation of the fugar- works , grana- 
ries of rice, drains oraqueduds, and , in order that 
the Chriftian inhabitants might be inftrucfled in 
the woiks and* manqfadures which had hitherto 
been carried on by the Morefcoes, it was decla- 
red that fix families, to be named by the barons, 
out of every hundred, might remain. 

It was ordained , that all -children under four 
years of age might remain , provided their parents 
or guardians fhould confent; that children under 
fix or feven, one of whofe parents was an old 
Chriftian^ might remain, and the mothers with 
them, though they were Morefcoes j but if the 
fathers were IVlorefcoes, and the mothers Chrit 
tians, that the fathers fhould be expelled , while 
the children might remain with their mothers; 
that all fuch of the Morefcoes might remain, who, 
for any confiderable time, had demeaned them- 
felves as Chriftians, who could produce certificates 
from the parifh-pricfls of their having received 
the facrament, by permifTion of their refpedivc 
bifhops , or who had not for two years attended 
any of the Morefco religious meetings. 

They were all permitted to depart into any ^ 
country, not fubjed to the crown of Spain, pro- 
vided they fhould leave the kingdom within the 
time ^ecifled ; and an affurance was given them , 
that no violence or injury fhould be offered them, 
by thofe who fhould be employed ip traofporting 
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BOOK them to Barbary , or any other country they (hould 
)v. make choice of *\ 

1609. ^ ^ijjg fcvcral concefljons contained in this edid 
vrere confidered by the ecclefiaftics and the court 
of Spain as proofs of extraordinary clemency on 
the part of the king ; but they could not be re- 
garded in the fame light by the Morefcoes. They 
were equally overwhelmed with aftonifhmenc, 
and with anguifh and diftrefs. They were fur- 
rounded with enemies on every band. Theiiog, 
they perceived, though they bad been taught to 
bdieve his diftinguifiiing cbaradler to be gentle- 
nefs and mercy , was their irreconcileable and mor- 
tal enemy; and their heatts funk within them, 
when they reflecSed on the mifery which they 
were doomed to undergo. They were, not only 
difquieted with fo near a profped of the lofs of 
their moft valuable pofTeffions , joined to that of 
perpetual banifliment from their native country; 
but they violently dreaded that they were all to 
be butchered as foon as they wer« put on board 
the Ihips appointed for tranfporting them to fo- 
reign parts '\ They had never had any friends 
to whom they could look for afliftance, except 
their patrons the barons , whofc intereft was infc- 
perably linked with theirs; but the barons, they 
knew, were unable to afford them protedion on 
the prefent occafion , and all the good offices 
which they had ipterpofed in their behalf had been 
without ai^ailv They had little reafon , therefore , 

Fonfeca, lib. iv. cap. }. 
*' Fonfeca, lib. iv. cap. g. 
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to expedl that any thii0 which they themfelvcs BOOK 
could do to avert the impending (lorm would iv. 
prove eflfecflual. That nothing, however, in ^^"^^ 
their power might be omitted, their leading men, 
having met together privately in the city of 
Valencia, drew up a petition , and fenta deputati- 
on of their number to prefent it to the viceroy; 
in which, after folemnly averting their innocence 
of the crimes imputed to them in the edicft, they 
oflfered, in cafe the king would be perfuaded to 
recal it , to maintain a certain number of gallies for 
the protedion of the coaft againft the corfairs, 
to build feveral new forts, and to fupport the gar- 
rifons not only of thefe , but of fuch as were al,- 
ready built; to redeem all the Qhriftians of Valen- 
cia who fhould ever be taken captives by the 
Moors , and , befides , to furnifh the king with a 
confiderable fum of money **. But the viceroy 
though he was himfelf extremely averfe to the 
expulfion, without taking time to deliberate on 
their propofals, immediately replied, that there 
was now no room left for any petition or remon- 
ftrance; that tl^e king was unalterably determined 
to put his cdid into execution ,* and they muft in- 
flantly prepare thenafelves , however reludant, to 
fubmit '*. 

When this anfwer was reported by the dele- 
gates to the affembly in Valencia, their minds 

"^^ MSS. of Cottington's letters in lord Hardwick's poffcf- 
fion. Mad. 8th 0(ft. 1609. 

Fonfeca, lib. iv. cap* 7* 
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BOOK vrere varloufly agitated^rlth grief, derpalr, and 
!▼• indignation. It was propofed by fome of them 
J^* that they (hould inftantly have recourfe to arms; 
y for it was better, they maintained, to die fighting 
lika men for their property aiid lives , than tamely 
to fu£Fer themfel ves to be ftript of their poQeffions, 
and afterwards, perhaps, 'to be butchered like 
{beep, by an implacable and cruel enemy, to whom 
they bad never given any juft occafion o( offence; 
befides, that it might not be.impoffible for ehem 
to defend themfelves in the mountainous parts of 
the country, till fame foreign power, friendly to 
them , and hoftile to the Spaniards , fhould cbme 
to their relief. But this propofal was rejeded-as 
defperate and imtfradUcable by a great majority of 
the aflembly, who* repfefented that, as they w^re 
not provided either with arms or military (lores, 
had no praftice in war, and had been Utterly un* 
accuftomed to military difcipline , it was impoffible 
they could bold out for many weeks againfifo po- 
tent an enemy. The Spanilh regular forces , un- 
der the moft experienced officers, >verc already 
diftributed all over the country, and were every 
•where prepared to attack them on the firft appear- 
ance of oppofltion or refinance. No time would 
be allowed them to put themfelves into a pofture 
of defence. They would inftantly be either cut 
to pieces , or reduced to flaVery , and an opportu- 
nity would be thus afforded to the Spaniards of 
gratifying at bnce, (till more than by their expul* 
fion, their avarice and their cruelty. It could not 
be fuppofed that the king ^ould have incurred the 
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cxpenfc, which his preparations for exporting BOOK 
them muft have coft him , had he intended to de- iV, 
ftroy them on their paffage, fince he could have »«of. 
done it more eafiJy without incurring fo great an 
expenfe, befides, that fo ufelefs and fo wanton a 
piece of treachery would cover his name with in- 
delible difgrace. .They might with confidence 
-therefore expedl to be fafely conveyed to Barbary, 
and this wasfurcly preferable either to death or to 
flavery in Spain. But while, for thefe reafons, 
all thoughts of refiftance ought to be laid afide, 
they ought not to accept of either of the two 
o£Fers that were made to them in the edid of ex« 
pulfion. Neither their children under age, nor 
the fix families out of every hundred who were 
permitted to remain, ought to be left behind. 
The Spaniards intended, by thefe conceffiohs, 
to ferve themfel ves , and not the Morefcoes , and 
the latter Ibould, for that reafon, nnaniaK)ufly 
rcfolve to rejedt them with difdain^ 

This refolution was warmly embraced by the TheWortt 
whole affemWy ; and not by them only , but by «®" "^®*^« 
all the other Morefcoes in the kingdom of Valen- thcmft ^cs. 
cia, except thofe, who, inhabiting certain moun* 
tainous parts of the country which they deemed 
impregnable, formed the defperate refolution of 
maintaining their pofleffions by force of arms. 
Before the meeting of Valencia, great numbers 
of thofe who lived in towns , and in the more fer- 
tile pafts of the country , had earneftly folicited 
the barons to procure them to be named anu>ag 
the families who were^to be permitted to remain; 
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• O K but no fooner were they made acquainted with tbc 

IV. determination of their leaders , than , with one 

i««9. heart, and one voice, they declared that no con- 

fideration (bould now induce them to ftay behind 

their kinfmen and companions. 

This declaration was a matter of deep concern 
to the bjrons, who had, in fome roeafure, becit 
reconciled to the expulfion by the promife which 
had been given for fix families out of every hun- 
dred to remain , and now dreaded the utter ruin 
of their eftates , if the Morefcoes ihould perfevere 
in their prefent refolution. Of all the barons the 
duke of. Gandia was likely to prove the greateft 
fuflferer, as his eftate chiefly confifted of thofe 
manufaAures with which the Morefcoes alone 
were acquainted. By employing ail his influence 
Vfith them , and making them the mod advantage. 
ous ofifers , he at length obtained their content , 
on condition that they fhould be allowed the free 
exercife of their religion. The dake folicited the 
viceroy to grant them this indulgence, till the 
Ghriftians fhould be indruded in the manure- 
tares , which would not require more than two or 
three years at moft; but was told by the viceroy, 
that , agreeably to his orders from the king , it could 
not be granted for a fmgle day ". This anfwer 
being communicated to the Morefcoes , there was 

The viceroy received a letter of thanks fromPWlip on 
this occafion , beginning thus : Yo os aggradefco njucho lo 
que refpondiftes , y el parecer que days , que no por una hora 
ficonfienta^ quees muy conforme a lo que de vueilra mucha 
Ghrtftianidad , fi podia efperar , etc Fonfeca, lib. iv. cap. S* 

tjtot 
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not one perfon of morfe than a hundred and fifty BOOK 
thoufand who could be perfuaded to remain. jv. 

Nor were they lefs inflexible in refufing to leave . i^o^- 
their children behind them that were under CiX 
years of age. They were well aware, as they faid 
to the eccl^fiaftics who applied to them on this head, 
of the great inconveniencies and dangers to which 
fo many thoufand children , with their mothers and 
nurfes, none of whom had ever been at fea, muft 
be expofed from being crowded together on board 
the fhips and galiies ; but they were unalterably 
determined to carry them along with them to 
whatever part of the world they themfelvcs (hould 
go , and chofe rather to fee them perilh before their 
eyes than to leave them in the hands of a people by 
whom their parents had been treated with fo much 
cruelty . 

The army having been diftributed into the fe* 
veral ftatious , where they might moft effedually 
prevent any difturbance or infurredtion , and the 
fhips of war and tranfports , fully equipped for 
their intended voyage , the viceroy , without any 
farther delay , began to carry the royal cdiA into 
execution ; by fending coromiflioners , with a 

" The ecclefiaftics , however, undfome religious women 
of rank , detained a confiderable number of the children , 
partly by flealth, and partly by comculfion ; belicWng that, 
in doing fo , rhey performed a meritorious fervice in the fight 
of God , and faved tht fouls of the children from perdition. 
Fonfeca, p. 2;;. Dioprincipioa efle fanto latrocinio, Doooa 
liubel de Velafco Virreina de aquel Reino, laqual dio orden 
que le traxeffen a cafa algunas Morifquillas , aunque fueifi? 
hurcandolas a fus curadores , como fe bi2o ^ &c. 

Vol. I. B b 
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BOOK fufiicient body of troops ^ to colird the MoreCcocs 

IV* in differeat quarters together , and to condudl theoi 

««09. to the coaft. The vaffals of the duke of Gandia, 

* tmounting to more than twenty thoufand men » 

vrere the firft vrho embarked, and, after a proT. 

perous voyage , they were faftly landed at Oraa 

a Spanifb fortrels on the coaft of Barbary. 

At Oran they were well received by the count 
of Aguilar , the governor of the fort , and , on his 
application to the viceroy of Tremezen , which 
(lands at the diftance of two days joprney from 
Oran , leave was granted them to come to take 
up their refidence in the former of thefe piaces. 
In their journey thither they wete deeply affeded, 
and few of them could reftrain their tears ^ ivben 
they compared the defert barren plains , through 
which they paffed , with the fertile and delightful 
regions of Valencia. It a£Forded them, however, 
DO fmall confolation in their diftrefs to refied that, 
as the dread which they had entertained of being 
murdered by the way had proved groundlefs, 
they had now found a prince of their own re* 
ligion , difpofed to grant them his protedioa. 
Upon their arrival at Tremezen , they were fuf- 
fered to retain all their wealth which they had 
brought along with them , and admitted io alJ the 
fame liberties and privileges as the natives of the 
place. 

An account of the treatment which tbey receiv* 
cd having been carried to Spain , by ten pcrfons 
who were fuffered to return for that purpofe, it 
contributed g in fomc meafurc , to reconcile the 
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other Morefcoes in Valencia to their fate ; and , as BOOK 
the winter-feafon was faft approaching, when they IV. 
inuft encounter greater difficulties in their pafTage, '^^* 
they even difcovered a degree of impatience to be 
permitted to embark "• 

No time was unneceflariiy loft on the part of 
the viceroy. The Morefcoes , condudcd by his 
commiffaries and the royal troops , and many of 
them accompanied , . from compaflion and huma- 
nity, by the barons whofe vaffals they had been, 
•were every where in motion , and haftening in • * 
crowds , with their wives and children , to the 
coaft. The (hips which had been provided for 
tranfporting them , having been found extremely 
iaadequate to the purpofe, many more were col- 
leded froni the fea-ports in Spain , Majorca , and 
Italy. Of thcfe many were hired by the Mo* 
refcocs themfelvcs, who defired, as foon as poffi- 
ble, to emancipate themfelves from the power of 
the Spaniards ; while the greater number went on 
board the Ihips provided by the king. And in a 
few weeks about a hundred and twenty thoufand 
men, women , and children had embarked. 

Many of thefe were perfons of fubftance and 
condition; fomeof them, on account of their early 
profeffion of Chriftianity , had been raifed to the 
rank of nobility, by the emperor Charles. V. And 
the elegance and beauty of the young Morcfco 
women is highly celebrated by a cotcmporary 
Spanilh hiftorian , whofe bigotry often prompts 
him to e^ult in their diftr^fs. 

'' Fonfeca. 
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BOOK Widely different from the fentiments of this 
IV. bigoted ecclcfiaftic were thofc of the Valencia 
1609. barons ; vrho gave their vafials , on this melan- 
S"uri!« of ^^^^y occafion , every proof of generous cotnpaf- 
VtJencu, fion and huooanity. By the royal cdid they were 
entitled to all property belonging to their vaf- 
ials , except what they were able to carry about 
their perfons : but the barons , defpifmg this 
right which the edi<fl beftowed on them , allowed 
the Morefcoes to difpofe of whatever part of theif« 
effedls could be fold for money , and likewifb 
permitted them to convey their mod valuable fur- 
niture and manufadures on mules and in carria- 
ges to the fliips. Many of thetn accompanied 
their vafTals in perfon to the {bore , and foipe of 
them , having embarked along with them , |kw 
them fafely land on the coaft of Africa^*. 

But this kind attention of the barons ferved 
only for a little time to mitigate their diftreSs. 
Their exile from their native country , which juftly 

Of the barons who thus diftinguifhed themfelves by 
their tendernefs and humanity on this occafion , and who re- 
mained at the fea. ports during the whole time of the eiHr 
barkation , employing all their intereft to prote(fl the Afpref- 
coes from injury, and to procure th'^m the bed accommedc^- 
tion poffible on board the /hips , Fonfeca has recorded the 
names of thp following, adding that there were many oiherS 
whom he has not named : the duke of Gandia , whoCe great 
eftatc was almoft entirely ruined ; the marquis of Albada , 
the count of Alaguas , the count of Runol , the count of Anna, 
the count of Sinarcas , the count of Concentayna , and the 
duke of Maqueda who went over in tl;e firil embarkation to 
the po£t of Otan. 
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excited in them the moll bitter regret, and gave BOOK 
them fo much ground for anxiety with regard to iv. 
their future fortune , was foon fucceeded by ftill 'f®^- 
greater calamities. Great numbers were Ihipwreck* tbcMorcftaet^ 
ed on their paffage , and never reached the African 
coaftj while many others were barbaroufly mur. 
dered at fea, by the crews of the ibif» which they 
had freighted ; this latter calamity befcl only thofe 
who had chofen to tranfport themfelves in private 
fiiips , and indances are recorded of fuch inhuman 
cruelty exercifed againfl; this harmlefs, perfecuted, 
and defencelcfs people , by the owners and crews 
of thefe fbips , as equals any thing of the fame 
kind of which we read in hiftory. The mea 
butchered in the prefence of their wives and chil- 
dren : the women and children afterwards thrown 
alive into the fca ; of the women , fome, on 
account of their beauty, preferved alive for a few 
days to fatiate the luft of thip inhuman murderers of 
their hufl3ands and brothers , and then either flaugh* 
tered or committed to the waves ; fuch were fome 
of the horrid deeds of which thefe barbarians were 
convicted qpon their trial to which they were 
brought f in confequence of quarrelling with each 
other about the divifion of their prey; and fuch, 
if we may credit a cotemporary hillorian , was 
the unhappy fate of ' a great number of the 
IMorefcocs '*. 

Nor was the fate of the greater part of thofe who 
reached the coaft of Rarbary lefe deplorable. They 
l^ad no fooner landed on this barren inhofpitable 

'* Fonfccn. 
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BOOK ihore , than tbcy vrere attacked by the BedouM 
IV. Arabs, a wild banditti who live in tents , and fupl 
iM». port tberofelves by hunting and by plunder. The 
IVIorefcoes, unarmed, and incumbered witfa their 
wives and children , were often robbed by thofc- 
barbarians, who came upon them in numerous 
bodies, aaiounting fometimes to five or fix thou- 
fand men ; and , as often as the Morefcoes attempt- 
ed , with ftones and flings , their only arms , to 
make refiftance « put great numbers of them to 
the fword. Still greater numbers periihed of fa- 
tJgue and hunger, joined to the inclemencies of 
the weather, from which they had no means of 
fhelter, during their tedious journey through the 
African deferts , to IMoftagan, Algiers, and other 
places , where they hoped to be permitted to take 
up their refidence. Few of them ever arrived at 
thefe places. Of fix thoufand , who fet out to- 
gether from Gonadal, a town in the neighbour- 
hood of Oran , with an intention of going to 
Algiers , a fingle perfon only , of the name of 
Pedralvi , furvived the difafters to which they 
were expofed ; and of the whole hundred and 
forty thoufand, who were at this time tranfported 
to Africa, there is ground to believe, from the 
concurring teftimony of perfons who bad accefs 
to know the truth , that more than a hundred 
thoqfand men , women , and children , fuffered 
death in its mod hideous forms , wilbin.a, few 
months after their expulfion from Valencia *\ 
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Compared to the dreadful fate to vrhich this BOOK 
unhappy people were doomed by the Spaniards, iv; 
it would have been an ad of mercy on the part ^^^ 
of the king , had he either commanded them te 
be put to the fword , or committed to the flames ; 
as their mifery would , in this cafe, have been of 
fhort continuance. The knowledge of what had 
befallen them ought, at leaft, to have deterred 
him from cxpofing the reft of his Morefco fubjeds 
to the like calamities. 

But the fentimencs of humanity in the ecclefi- 
aftics and court of Spain were overpowered by 
thofe of the moft illiberal fuperftition. They con* 
lidered that inexpreffible mifery , which they thero- 
felves had brought on the Morefcoes, as a fignal 
of divine judgment againft that unhappy people , 
which ferved to juftify the cruelty which they had 
cxercifed, and to prove that what they had done 
was acceptable in the fight of God. Far from 
feeling remorfe or forrow for what had happened, 
they rather triumphed and exulted in it, and were 
confirmed in their refolution of expelling all the 
IVlorefcoesin Spain without exception, and without 
thinking it incumbent on them to make provifion 
for their reeeption in any of thofe countries to 
which they were about to be conveyed. 

But before they proceeded to the expulfion of 
the Morefcoes in Caftile and other provinces , it 
was judged neceffary to reduce to obedience all 
fuch of the Morefcoes in Valencia, above menti- 
oned , as had retired to the mountainous parts of 
that kingdom , with the refolution of {landing on 
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BOOK their defence. Their number , including men , 
iv. women, and children , amounted nearly to thirty 
^^**^ thoufand. Having colleded together a confider* 
able quantity of provifions of all kinds , they bad 
begun, while the viceroy was employed in tranff 
porting their countrymen , to fortify tbemfelves 
as well as they were able , and to block up dae 
narrow pafles by which the Spaniards mu(l ap- 
proach. But , beQdes being utterly deftitute of 
military (kill , they were extremely ill furnifbed 
both with arms and ammunition ; and the foliy of 
their attempt quickly appeared in the feeblenefs 
of every effort which ihey made to repel the at* 
tacks of the enemy. The viceroy having fent 
ngainft them the flower of the regular forces , un- 
der the command of Don Auguftin Mefica, who 
had acquired confiderable miliury expctiencc and 
renown in the wars of Flanders , a great part ^of 
them were compelled to furrender , through the 
want of water , from which Mefica had found 
means to cut them off ; and foon after the reft 
were beaten from their intrenchraents,'and put to 
flight. , . 

In the purfuit no mercy was fhown , either to 
the aged or to the women and children, though 
rolling in the duft, and imploring mercy, by the 
lavage conquerors. yp wards of three thoufand 
perilhed *'. The number of thofe Vfbo had 

Fonfeca , p. 510, — From, the (lyle of this author in 
this and many other palTapes, there U fitt'e ground for doubt, 
that with pleafure he would have aded the fame bloody part 
which he dcfcribes. 
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furrendered was two - and - twenty tboufand, who b O QIC 

were all foon after tranfpQrted to Africa^ except iv. 

the children under fevqn years of age, whom the *^^^* 

foldiers were permitted to fell for flavcs. The king 

decreed , that , after a certain number of ycsirs , 

they fhould be fet at liberty ; byt , as many of 

them were fent to foreign countries, there is ground 

to fufped that the decree was not attended with 

the defired effed **• . . 

Another order of the king, which he publifhed 

at this time, proved more e£fedual. Befides the 

IMorefcoes who were killed or taken prifoners ,. a 

confiderabje pu^iber, diftruftful of the Spanifb faiths 

Fu'eron Siguiendo la vidtoria^ los nueftros, matando fia 
e^cecion , quantos alcan(;avan , yiejos op moqos , grandes, 
pequennos, hdmbres, y mugeres, por mas que arrodilladoai 
ellos, y ellas con los braqos abiertos les pedian miferlcor- 
dia , no mer^ciendola lo& qpe fiempre ufaron ipal della. — 
Fonfeca, 910. ^ ' 

The viceroy and the archbifliop of Valencia differed ^ 
\ridely in their opinion with regard to the proper method of 
difpofing of the children. The former reprefented to the 
king, that all of them, who were' under fifteen y^ars of age, 
might be fafely permitted to remain in the hands of the 
Chriilians, to whom^they had been fold by the foldiers, as 
there would be no Mahometans in the kingdom by whom 
they could be perverted from embracing the principles of the 
Chriflian faith. Befldes , that as moft of their parents and 
other relations had perifhed in the late infurredtion , it would 
be lefs cruel to put them all to the fword , than to land fo 
great a number of helplefs young creature^ on the coaft of 
Barbary. The archbifliop, on the other hand, declared 'that, 
after a certain age, no Morefco could poffibly be converted; 
and that, if the Morefco children, at fifteen, at twelve, at 
ten , or even feven years of age , were fuffered to remain, 
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S o O K or prompted by an unconquerable attachment to 
IV. their native country , had difperfed themfelves 
**^ among the woods and roc^s, where they hoped 
to elude the notice of the Spaniards. PhUip put a 
price upon the heads of thefe unhappy men, and 
the foldiers wer^ fent out to hunt for them , as 
for beads of prey. Hardly any of them were able 
to efcape. Some of them chofe rather to die of 
cold and hunger than furrender themfelves to the 
Spaniards; and at length their leader, who with 
his wife and children had concealed themfelves in 
tho rood inacceflible parts of the mountains , was 
taken and carried alive to Valencia , where , after 
fuffering much mockery and infult for having al- 
lowed himfelf to be eleded king of the infurgents, 
he was, by a folemn fentepce, coademped ^ad 
put to death *'• 

the whole king(]om of Valencia would again be peopled witli 
Mahometans before the end of the fecond , or at moft , of 
die third generation. The king , defirous to gratify both the 
viceroy and the archbifhon, but leaning more to the fide of 
the latter, i^ave his permiflion, as above mentioned, for fetain* 
log only fuch of the children as were under feven years of age. 
*' In the Appendix (B) the reader will find other intereft- 
ing circun^ftances relative to the condition of the Morefcoes 
• in Spain ^ their expulfion and fubfequent fate , colkdLtd 

from Sir Francis Cottington's Letters from Spain, 1609 
and i6;o. 

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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